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77 BUCK, Charles.  A THEOLOGICAL DICTIONARY, Containing Definitions of All 
Religious Terms;  A Comprehensive View of Every Article in the System of Divinity;  An 
Impartial Account of All the Principal Denominations Which Have Subsisted in the 
Religious World, From the Birth of Christ to the Present Day:  Together With an 
Accurate Statement of the Most Remarkable Transactions and Events Recorded in 
Ecclesiastical History.  By the Late Rev. Charles Buck.  Two Vols. in One.  Woodward's 
Enlarged and Improved American, From the Last London Edition;  To Which is Added, 
an Account of the Cumberland Presbyterians, and an Appendix, Containing an Account 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, &c.   Philadelphia: Published 
by William W. Woodward, No. 52, South Second Street, 1825. 

21½ cm.  615, [1 (ads)] pp. + frontispiece with small oval engraved portraits of Luther, Calvin, 
Fox, Whitfield and Wesley, "Engd for Woodward's Edition of Bucks Dictionary."  Below the date and 
publisher's imprint on title page:  "Stereotyped by J. Howe."  Woodward ads at end offer "Scott's 
Bible," Josephus' works, "Mosheim's Church History," Gibbon's "Roman Empire," and other 
works. 
AI 19890.  The earliest American edition shown on OCLC appears to have been Philadelphia, 
1807, with at least twenty more editions appearing in the United States, spaced regularly 
throughout the life of Joseph Smith and beyond.  This was a standard religious reference source 
in England and America of that era.  The copy examined bore an early type-set ownership 
handstamp:  "C. A. BAXTER." 

Charles BUCK (1771-1815) was minister of an independent congregation at 
Sheerness (on the Isle of Sheppey at the mouth of the Thames) and then at 
London.  He is remembered primarily for this work, which evidently first 
appeared in London, 1802, in two octavo volumes.  It became well-known in 
many editions in both England and America. (DNB).  "Buck's Dictionary," 
observed millenarian historian Le Roy Edwin Froom, 

touches prophecy in some of its definitions.  The Church of Rome is Antichrist, 
as "most authors agree," for no form of government arose "after Rome was 
broken to pieces by the barbarians, but that of the papal power."  He equates it 
with "the great apostacy, the man of sin, the mystery of iniquity, and the son of 
perdition," and the Beast, whose 1260 years began, he believes, in 606.  Antichrist 
is now fast declining.  The sixth trumpet, Mohammedanism, is ended by Buck 
about 1844—the terminus of the 391 years (Rev. 9:15), presumably from the fall 
of Constantinople in 1453.  The millennium, perhaps the seventh thousand years, 
is near, to be marked by the worldwide triumph of the church and the 
conversion of the Jews.  [Froom 4:126-27, citing Buck's articles in this Dictionary 
on "Antichrist, Millennium, Mahometanism"] 

Enlarged and updated, Buck's dictionary was also a standard reference work, 
widely available and used as an essential tool for understanding difficult issues, 
terms or phrases of the Bible.  The very first catechetical question posed in the 
Mormon Lectures on Faith, "What is theology?" was answered with a definition 
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from "{Buck's Theological Dictionary, page 582.}" (1835 Doctrine and Covenants, 
page 9;  "Theology.  Lecture First On the Doctrine of the Church of the Latter Day 
Saints.  Of Faith.  Section I."). 

Joseph Smith cited this book in his famous article, "Try the Spirits," in the Times 
and Seasons issue for Friday, April 1, 1842 [3:11], p. 745.  In addition, he quoted 
from it (without naming his source) in the issue for April 15: 

CHARLES BUCK (d. 1815) 

   BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD, a practice 
formerly in use, when a person dying 
without baptism, another was baptized 
in his stead;  thus supposing that God 
would accept the baptism of the proxy, 
as though it had been administered to 
the principal. Chrysostom says, this was 
practised among the Marcionites with a 
great deal of ridiculous ceremony, 
which he thus describes:—After any 
catechumen was dead, they hid a living 
man under the bed of the deceased;  
then, coming to the dead man, they 
asked him whether he would receive 
baptism;  and he making no answer, the 
other answered for him, and said he 
would be baptized in his stead;  and so 
they baptized the living for the dead.  If 
it can be proved (as some think it can) 
that this practice was as early as the 
days of the apostle Paul, it might 
probably form a solution of those 
remarkable words in 1 Cor. xv. 29: "If 
the dead rise not at all, what shall they 
do who are baptized for the dead?"  The 
allusion of the apostle to this practice, 
however, is rejected by some, and 
especially by Dr. Doddridge, who thinks 
it too early . . .  [p. 44] 

JOSEPH SMITH, 1842 

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 
. . . in order that they might fulfill all the 
requisitions of God, their living friends 
were baptized for their dead friends, and 
thus fulfilled the requirements of God 
which says, "Except a man be born again of 
water, and of the spirit he can in no wise 
enter into the kingdom of heaven;"  they 
were baptized of course, not for 
themselves, but for their dead.  Crysostum 
says that the Marchionites practised 
baptism for the dead, "after a catachumen 
was dead they hid a living man under the 
bed of the deceased;  then coming to the 
dead man they asked him whether he 
would receive baptism;  and he making no 
answer, the other answered for him, and 
said that he would be baptized in his stead; 
and so they baptized the living for the 
dead." 
   The church of course at that time was 
degenerate, and the particular form might 
be incorrect, but the thing is sufficiently 
plain in the scriptures, hence Paul in 
speaking of the doctrine says, "Else what 
shall they do who are baptized for the 
dead?  If the dead rise not at all, why are 
they then baptized for the dead?" 1 Cor. xv, 
29. [p. 761]

The following definition bears parallel to the Book of Mormon story of the 
Zoramites who gloried in their divine election, and lived "in a land which they 
called Antionum." (Alma 31:3;  for discussion, see MP 131, Eltinge). 

   ANTINOMIANS, those who maintain that the law is of no use or obligation 
under the gospel dispensation, or who hold doctrines that clearly supersede the 
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necessity of good works.  The Antinomians took their origin from John Agricola, 
about the year 1538, who taught that the law is no way necessary under the 
Gospel;  that good words do not promote our salvation, nor ill one's [sic] hinder 
it;  that repentance is not to be preached from the decalogue, but only from the 
Gospel.  This sect sprang up in England during the protectorate of Cromwell, 
and extended their system of libertinism much farther than Agricola did.  Some 
of them it is said, main[p. 25 ends]tained, that if they should commit any kind of 
sin, it would do them no hurt, nor in the least affect their eternal state;  and that it 
is one of the distinguishing characters of the elect that they cannot do any thing 
displeasing to God.  It is necessary, however, to observe here, and candour 
obliges us to confess that there have been others, who have been styled 
Antinomians, who cannot, strictly speaking, be ranked with these men:  
nevertheless, the unguarded expressions they have advanced, the bold positions 
they have laid down, and the double construction which might so easily be put 
upon many of their sentences, have led some to charge them with Antinomian 
principles. . . .  [pp. 25-26] 

In 1828, Noah Webster's much shorter definition of "Antinomian" in An American 
Dictionary of the American Language (Vol. I, no pagination) contained similar 
elements derived from some unidentified encyclopedic source . . . 

ANTINOMIAN, a.  {Gr. . . . , against, and . . . ,  law.}  Against law;  pertaining to 
the Antinomians. 

ANTINOMIAN, n.  One of a sect who maintain, that, under the gospel 
dispensation, the law is of no use or obligation;  or who hold doctrines which 
supersede the necessity of good works and a virtuous life.  This sect originated 
with John Agricola about the year 1538.      Encyc. 




