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359 Rochester Telegraph.  ROCHESTER DAILY ADVERTISER AND TELEGRAPH.  
Printed and Published by Luther Tucker, Printer of the United States Laws.  Office on the Corner 
of Carroll and Buffalo Streets . . .  (Newspaper, Rochester, New York) for February 12 
and 13, 1830 [IV; whole nos. 1015-16]. 

Folio.  Two issues, each [4] pp.  For publishing history, see MP 358, above. 

Advertisements of interest on the third page of each issue include a notice by E. Peck & Co. that 
subscribed copies of the North American Review No. 66 for January 1830 have arrived (see 
MP 286);  Asahel Barber, "At No. 34, in the Arcade Building," offers fine fabrics for sale:  ". . . extra 
superfine green worsted Barage, a suitable and fashionable article for Ladies' Veils;  also myrtle 
green 5-4 French Bombazine for Ladies' Habits, and many, very many other extra superfine articles 
for both Ladies and Gentlemen."  For Mormon parallel relevance of fine clothing being sold at 
that location, see MP 350 (Reynolds Arcade). 

OVERVIEW:  Official report by the New York State special prosecutor of suspected 
conspirators in the 1826 kidnapping and murder of Masonic exposé author 
William Morgan.  The tone and information are consistent with parallel warnings 
and concerns reflected in the Book of Mormon which was then being printed 
nearby. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Six weeks before the Book of Mormon was issued, New York Special Counsel 
John C. Spencer's official report to the governor on the Masonic abduction and 
murder of William Morgan filled nearly two pages of Rochester's most 
prominent newspaper.  For background, see MP 268 (. . . Laws of the State of New-
York . . . 1828).  The lengthy text is titled, "REPORT  Of the Special Counsel on the 
subject of the abduction of William Morgan.  To His Excellency, Enos T. Throop, 
acting Governor of the State of New-York:" (February 12 issue, p. 2).  It is signed 
in type and dated at the end of the second, concluding installment, "JOHN C. 
SPENCER.  January 26, 1830." (February 13 issue, p. 2).  Walgren 3369 shows 
Spencer's report being considered by the legislature immediately following this 
date, published at Albany by state printer Edwin Croswell in a thirty-five page 
pamphlet, 1830, entitled In Senate, January 27, 1830.  Report of the Special Counsel on 
the Subject of the Abduction of William Morgan.  Gentlemen, I have the honor to 
transmit to you herewith, the report of the Special Attorney, appointed to prosecute the 
abductors of William Morgan.   

The mainstream Advertiser and Telegraph was not Rochester's antimasonic 
newspaper, yet Spencer's dramatic conclusions and summaries of testimony - in 
some eleven and a half feet of small type (139 column inches) - were important 
enough to all citizens that publisher Tucker excluded "the customary variety 
from our columns" (February 12, p. [2]) in order to make space for their 
appearance here on the second pages of the Friday and Saturday editions.  This is 
an early printing of the report, without the full appendices of testimony from 
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court cases, but with meticulous, temperate analysis and detail.  Spencer felt 
highly indignant at Masonic efforts to cover up the affair, and at the acting 
governor's careless (if not deliberate) compromise of Spencer's prosecutorial 
communications;  see particularly MP 264 (New England Anti-Masonic Almanac for 
. . . 1832).  Yet in this official document, Spencer maintains admirable decorum 
and stays dispassionately close to his facts.  Through it all, one gains a chilling 
sense of blatant crime in high places, deep-rooted conspiracy, civic paranoia, and 
gradual public aspiration to regain confidence in order and law. 

Perhaps the most sober and official contemporary summary available, Spencer's 
report offers both valuable information and a restrained perspective of 
frustration.  The following selections are offered here for their potential value to 
Mormon studies. 

. . .  The numerous errors produced by misapprehension in some cases, and by 
intentional misrepresentation in others, can be effectually corrected only, by 
accurate and authentic accounts of the facts elicited.  The deep and commendable 
interest felt by our fellow-citizens in the vindication of the laws, which have been 
so grossly violated, seems also to require a public report of the measures which 
have been adopted to obtain that object.  And it would be in vain to attempt a 
concealment or evasion of the fact, that an institution, veiling itself in secrecy and 
mystery, which has long existed in this and other countries, and which counts 
among its members a large proportion of our fellow-citizens, many of whom are 
among the most respectable in society, is directly implicated as having, by its 
obligations, and the very nature of its organization, produced the outrage in 
question.  It is therefore due to the numerous and respectable members of that 
institution, as well as to those who do not belong to it, that the facts and 
circumstances which are supposed to establish its connection with the violence 
practised on William Morgan, should be fully and accurately known. 

[February 12, p. 2, column 1] 
. . . . . 

  In the spring and summer of the year eighteen hundred and twenty-six, 
William Morgan, a citizen of this state, resided at Rochester and Batavia, but 
chiefly at the latter place.—His occupation was that of a brick-layer and stone-
mason.  His family consisted of a wife and two children, and his circumstances 
were indigent,  In the summer of that year, it became known that he was 
preparing a work, in which the obligations, secret signs and ceremonies of free-
masonry, were to be published.  This seems to have excited great commotion 
among the members of the fraternity in that vicinity, particularly among those 
residing at Batavia.  Consultations were had among them, respecting the means 
which should be adopted to prevent the publication of the contemplated work.  
Persuasion and advice were resorted to in the first instance, and hopes seem to 
have been entertained for a time, that they would be effectual.  These 
expectations, however, were soon dissipated, and other means appear to have 
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been adopted.  William Morgan had been arrested on some civil suit, and had 
given bail.  In the month of August, his bail in that suit surrendered him to the 
sheriff of the county, and he was closely imprisoned in jail from Saturday until 
the ensuing Monday.  In the meantime, by virtue of some pretended process, 
search was made at his lodgings for the manuscripts of the obnoxious 
publication, which appears to have been unsuccessful.  It was known that some 
progress had been made in printing the book, and violent measures appear to 
have been determined on to suppress it.  Arrangements were made for the 
assembling, at Batavia, on the night of the 8th Sept., of members of the fraternity 
from different and distant places.  It is distinctly proved that a party of fifteen or 
twenty persons from Buffalo and its vicinity, assembled at a tavern about four 
miles west of Batavia, in the afternoon and evening of that day;  they remained 
there until eight or nine o'clock in the evening, when they went towards Batavia. 
At the same time a party came to Batavia from Lockport and vicinity.  It is in 
proof that this party was composed of persons, some of whom had been selected 
for the express purpose of going to Batavia, there to assist in measures to 
suppress the book, and to separate William Morgan from the individual who 
was printing it, voluntarily if possible;  forcibly if necessary. 

[February 12, p. 2, col. 1.  The third sentence of this paragraph ends in a comma, 
as transcribed above.  My 1824 Canandaigua, New York, simple family 
dictionary (MP 453 note) defines "Obnoxious" only as follows:  "subject;  liable  
exposed."] 

. . . . . 

. . .  This formidable assemblage of so large a number of persons from Buffalo, 
Lockport, and various places east of Batavia, seems to have eventuated in no 
positive acts of violence.  The printer of the obnoxious manuscripts had collected 
some friends and weapons for defence;  whether this circumstance [column 1 
ends] deterred any further prosecution of the enterprise, or whether it was 
voluntarily abandoned by those engaged, there is no evidence to determine.  The 
assemblage dispersed, and the persons composing it returned to their respective 
homes. . . . 

  On Sunday morning, the tenth of September between nine and ten A. M., 
Nicholas G. Chesebro called on a magistrate at Canandaigua, to attend at his 
office, to issue a warrant.  He accordingly attended, when Chesebro came with 
Ebenezer C. Kingsley, who made a complaint against William Morgan, for 
having taken away a shirt and a cravat, which he had borrowed of Kingsley.  
Upon Kingsley's oath the justice issued a warrant for Morgan.  (Appendix B.) 

  With this warrant, N. G. Chesebro, accompanied by a constable, and three or 
four others, immediately proceeded on the same day to Batavia;  and on the next 
morning, the eleventh of September, they arrested William Morgan, who was put 
into a stage coach and brought to Canandaigua. . . .  William Morgan remained 
in the Canandaigua jail until the evening of the next day, the twelfth of 
September, when he was taken out under the circumstances hereinafter 
mentioned.   [February 12, p. 2, cols. 1-2] 
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Here follows a careful narration of the means by which, according to first-hand 
testimony by the wife of the Canandaigua jailor, the conspirators got Morgan 
released that evening in order to spirit him away.  For a portion of that account, 
see MP 153 (Free Press).  Spencer's report adds further, disturbing detail . . . 

She and Lawson then went into the prison hall, and the door was fastened after 
them on the outside.  She unlocked the door of Morgan's room and Lawson told 
him to get himself ready, and he came out.  Lawson took Morgan by the arm, 
and [column 2 ends] went towards the door;  by her direction he rapped at the 
door of the prison hall, and he and Morgan were let out by the child[.]  She does 
not recollect Morgan's speaking after she went in the last time.  Lawson took him 
by the arm very soon after he went out of the cell:  he did not appear to pull him, 
but they went out in a friendly manner.  Before she could get the door of 
Morgan's room locked, she heard the cry of "murder."  She went as quick as she 
possibly could to the front door;  and saw Lawson, Morgan, and the man called 
Foster, on the sidewalk, a short distance from the steps of the jail, going to the 
east:  Morgan was in the middle, and evidently struggling to get free;  his hat 
was off and he was struggling to get away with all his might;  the other two had 
hold of him by his arms and to all appearance were dragging him along.—While 
they were passing on to the east, she heard a rap on the curb of the well, and 
about the same time heard the cry of murder, once or twice, the last time in a 
suppressed tone, like one attempting to say "murder" who was prevented.  The 
impression she had when she heard the last cry of murder, was, that it was 
stopped by something put suddenly across the throat or mouth, or something of 
that kind.  Soon after she heard the rap, a carriage which she knew perfectly well, 
and was said to belong to Hubbard and was usually driven by him, came from 
the livery stable or public house west of the jail, and passed on in the same 
direction which Lawson, Morgan and Foster had gone;  in a few minutes the 
same carriage returned to the west;  this was about nine o'clock in the evening;  it 
was a bright moonlight evening;  she did not see the carriage turn, being 
prevented by the interposition of a house at the east of her. 
. . . . . 

  From the testimony of Wyllis Turner (Appendix D,) it appears that he saw the 
persons coming down the steps of the jail;  saw the middle man struggling and 
bearing back;  heard him cry murder three times, saw his hat fall off, and 
Chesebro make motions as if putting a handkerchief to his mouth.  This witness 
also states that he saw Sawyer rap on the curb of the well;  saw the carriage 
driven by Hubbard go to the east and turn:  that it stopped in the road where the 
three persons who came from the jail were standing, and that the middle man 
was put into it forcibly by the others.   [February 12, p. 2, cols. 2-3] 
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The ILLUSTRATION BELOW shows the original bond document signed by Chesebro, 
Sawyer and Hubbard (together with the men standing as "surety" for them, also 
signed by Jeffrey Chipman, Justice of the Peace), each defendant guaranteeing 
that he will appear "at the next court of general sessions of the peace to be holden 
in and for said county" on charges of "riotously and unlawfully seizing and 
carrying away one William Morgan from the gaol of said county . . ."  The bail 
pledged by each defendant is listed at $500, and by each surety signer, another 
$250.  The signature of Chesebro is all but obliterated along the lower fold from 
water damage.  Ontario County, New York, 31 October 1826. 

Identified among miscellaneous 
papers at the Ontario County 
Records and Archives Center, 
Ontario County Department of 
RECORDS, ARCHIVES AND INFOR-
MATION MANAGEMENT SERV-
ICES, (Ontario County Complex, 
Hopewell, New York) through 
the kind persistence of Mary Jo 
Lanphear, Assistant Records 
Management Officer, and with the encouragement of Orphan Annie RAIMS (Rodent Control 
Officer and unofficial Public Relations Specialist).  Photograph of the document by Rick Grunder 
a few minutes after it was identified on January 9, 2006;  used with permission.  Photograph of 
Annie from her web page ( http://raims.com/anniepage.html ), courtesy of the Records and 
Archives Center. 

  Hiram Hubbard testifies, (Appendix E.) that application had been made to him by 
Mr. Coe to drive a party:  That upon some one, (unknown to him,) telling him to 
driv[e] to the east of the jail, he drove there, where he found five or six persons 
standing in the road, who got into his carriage.  He was not in a situation to 
observe them particularly, and did not.  He did not know any of the persons who 
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got into his carriage, and did not see or observe any violence used, or any 
unusual noise.— 

We can imagine Special Counsel Spencer's frustration at Masonic collusion in 
this affair!  Hubbard would have the court believe that he suffered the following 
overnight inconveniences for strangers - and without pay until months after the 
fact.  The report continues below without break from the portion just quoted . . . 

He believes he took in five persons.  It was about nine o'clock when he started;  
some of the passengers told him to go to Rochester.—He drove to a tavern on the 
Rochester road, about six miles north of Canandaigua, where he watered his 
horses, and some of the passengers got out and took some refreshment.—He 
drove to Victor, four miles beyond, and watered his horses at a public reservoir 
in the road.  Thence he drove to Mendon, four miles further, there he again 
watered his horses;  thence to Pittsford, six miles further, where he went into the 
public house;  and thence to Rochester eight miles further, where he watered his 
horses at the public reservoir, and where he arrived about day-break in the 
morning of the thirteenth of September.  After leaving the tavern six miles from 
Canandaigua, none of his passengers got out until he arrived at Rochester.  There 
one of them left the carriage, was gone a few minutes, and, as the witness 
supposed, the same person returned and got into the carriage.  He presumes he 
was told to drive to Hanford's [i.e., Hanford's Landing, on the Genesee River, 
now part of northern Rochester] about three miles from Rochester;  as he drove 
there, he stopped to get feed for his horses, which he did not procure.  He drove 
about eighty rods beyond Handford's [sic] towards the Ridge Road, where he 
was told to stop.  He did so, and his passengers got out, in the road, near a piece 
of woods, there being no house much nearer, if any, than Hanford's.  He there 
left his passengers in the road, turned his carriage and drove back to Rochester.  
He observed his passengers very slightly after they got out, but did not see any 
one without a hat, nor did he see any force or violence used.  Nothing passed 
between him and his passengers respecting compensation, he did not know any 
of them, and has never seen any of them since to recognize them.  He was paid 
by Chesebro, some months afterwards and after the latter had been tried, and 
while he was in jail.  On his return to Rochester he met two carriages, each with 
two horses, going west, one was a dark colour, a green he thinks, the other was a 
light colour, yellow or drab.  The curtains of his carriage were down going out;  
after he turned and before he got to Rochester, on his way back, he rolled them 
up.   [February 12, p. 2, col. 3] 

Horses and carriages were changed until the party transporting Morgan arrived 
at Youngstown, at the northwestern corner of New York State, on the Niagara 
River just south of Fort Niagara . . . 

The testimony of Corydon Fox, relating to this part of the transaction, is perfectly 
correct.  The object was to get Morgan away from Miller [i.e., David Cade Miller, 
Morgan's printer in Batavia who would soon publish Morgan's Illustrations of 
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Masonry, MP 254], into the interior of the country, on a farm.  At the ferry, he 
crossed, with Morgan, into Canada;—four persons, besides himself, went over;  
they went in the usual ferry boat.  The arrangements in Canada for the reception 
of Morgan not being completed, they returned.  It was thought best to wait a few 
days.  Morgan was brought back to this side, and put in the magazine, which 
was in Fort Niagara, to await the preparations on the other side to receive him.  
Witness left him in the magazine some time before day,—it was past midnight.  
He has never seen him from that day to this, and has never had any 
communications from any person as to what was done with him. 

[February 13, p. 2, column 1] 

The testimony which follows (not transcribed here) offers less detail about the 
last days of Morgan than will be found in MP 261 - 262 (New England Anti-
Masonic Almanacs for 1829 and 1830) and other accounts scattered through this 
Bibliographic Source. 

Spencer devotes the lengthy final portion of his report to broader analysis, and to 
some discussion of the obstacles which he faced . . . 

  From all the information which has been received, I am persuaded that the 
death of William Morgan, (of which little doubt is generally entertained,) was not 
contemplated until after he was brought back from Canada.  Indeed no very definite 
purpose appears to have been originally formed.  The immediate exigency seems 
to have been his removal at all events, and his final disposition probably did not 
enter into the calculation of those who were concerned in carrying him to Lewiston. 

  The fact has appeared in the various trials and investigations which I have 
conducted, that all the persons who had been in any way implicated in the 
outrage upon William Morgan, from its commencement at Batavia to its 
termination at Fort Niagara, belonged at the time to the masonic fraternity, with 
the exception of Hiram Hubbard and Corydon Fox [stage drivers];  & that those 
who are charged with having taken the most active part, belonged to the degree 
of royal arch masons.   [February 13, p. 2, col. 2] 

WIDESPREAD ANTIMASONIC FERVOR COMPLICATED BY POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS 
 

CURIOUS SIDE-ISSUE has developed in recent decades in the discussion of 
  antimasonic reflections in the Book of Mormon and Book of Moses texts.  

This new argument considers the degree of early Mormon participation in 
antimasonic politics.100  Defenders who do not allow antimasonic influence in 
Restoration scripture have devoted some energy to a misguided effort to argue 
against antimasonic political sympathy among any substantial percentage of the 

100 Bushman 1984, 131;  Peterson 1990, 204-6;  Richard L. Bushman, Believing History:  Latter-Day Saint Essays 
(New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 2004), 66. 

A 
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first Mormons.  I say "misguided" because this is a waste of effort for a number of 
reasons. 

First and foremost, we are looking at 1829-30 Mormon scripture texts here.  
Joseph Smith's earliest financial backer (Martin Harris) and his earliest 
journalist/editor (W. W. Phelps) were both strongly antimasonic in the late 1820s, 
as shown in many passages quoted in this Bibliographic Source.  Martin Harris, 
because of his prominent early role in Book of Mormon context, must, by 
himself, count for thousands of other converts in the question of potential 
antimasonic influence and moral suasion over Joseph Smith.  It is abundantly 
clear from Mormon history that in 1828-30, Martin could obtain revelations for 
himself personally, through Joseph, practically upon demand.  It is no less likely 
that Martin's antimasonic enthusiasm pointed a way to his heart, to his 
generosity and to his cooperation.   

In 1831, W. W. Phelps stepped practically from the doorway of his antimasonic 
newspaper office into the waters of Mormon baptism.  Unless one disbelieves the 
revelations of Joseph Smith, the Lord called Phelps to print and edit for the 
Church within weeks of his antimasonic publishing career (D&C 55, June 1831).  
So the numbers of antimasonic early Mormons are far less important than their 
names and their significant roles. 

A second reason why early Mormon antimasonic activity statistics would be  
irrelevant is that the antimasonry in the Book of Mormon was more generic and 
endemic than self-aware.  This was surely the case to a 
dictation, and even more so to its believing readership.  The concerns of the 

considerable degree in its 

antimasonic movement had so pervaded Northeastern American thought by 
1829 that, to a person like Joseph Smith, these fears and apprehensions would 
scarcely have been discernible as time- or place-specific.  Rather, the antimasonic 
forebodings and paranoia were internalized so thoroughly by ordinary folk as to 
re-emerge in everyday thought and writing, applied to the full, broad spectrum 
of life. 

It is only when we get away from some heavy influence that the influence 
becomes clear to most of us, ultimately recognized and defined in its own, 
outdated garb.  Only then can we perceive fully the particular pressures under 
which we have been operating.  Consider excesses of the Red scare of the early 
1950s, for example, or post-"9/11" war fever, and you will understand.  
Martin Harris and W. W. Phelps likely perceived antimasonic-friendly passages 
in the Book of Mormon as such, and immediately.  For most other converts from 
this culture, however, the connection could have remained nearly invisible, 
because the essence of the message resonated beyond its specifics.  "Insofar as 
early Mormons had political preferences," concedes even Richard Bushman, 
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"they likely were anti-Masons, but these sentiments were entirely over-
shadowed." (Bushman 1984, 131).  Dr. Bushman says "overshadowed";  I say, 
"taken for granted."  In this and in so many other regards, the Book of Mormon 
fit comfortably into the time and place of the people for whom it says it was 
written. 

Finally, the degree of early Mormon participation in the Anti-Masonic Party or 
political movement is irrelevant because antimasonic-friendly concerns had both 
begun, continued, and would only long survive, outside of the antimasonic 
political machine.  Heber C. Kimball preserved his copy of Morgan's Illustrations 
of Masonry carefully under lock and key long after the political commotion had 
subsided. (MP 254, Morgan, 1827).  Eighteen-twenties American antimasonry 
commenced as a religious-based movement.  And as Special Counsel Spencer 
wrote (while the Book of Mormon was in the press a few miles away), the 
general conservative populace felt nearly the same degree of concern about 
Masonic intrigue - if more maturely considered - as did their more activist 
neighbors.  Indeed, those who refused to join the Anti-Masonic Party were 
perhaps the most sober and helpful members of New York State's offended 
populace . . . 

  As might be expected from the virtue and intelligence of a people worthy of a 
free government, the crime [i.e., crimes ?] commited [sic] upon William Morgan 
excited almost universal indignation, in that section of the country particularly, 
which was the scene of their perpetration.—Popular meetings were held, at 
which committees were appointed to investigate the transaction, and to aid in 
bringing the offenders to justice.  Some of these committees have employed 
themselves in diverting the public sentiment to the formation of a political party, 
which avows as its object, the entire overthrow of the masonic institution;  and as 
the means of accomplishing that end, the election to of-[column 2 ends]fice of 
such persons only as will unite in their policy.  Many of our most intelligent 
fellow citizens refuse to co-operate in what they deem an undistinguishing and 
intolerable proscription.  Entertaining an honest belief that the masonic 
institution has become useless, if it ever was valuable;  that from the nature of its 
organization it is liable to be perverted to wicked and dangerous purposes;  and 
that in this country secrecy and mystery are unnecessary and suspicious—they 
yet refuse to criminate all the members of the society in the misdeeds of a 
comparatively small number, and they deem sober and calm appeals to the 
understanding of the community to be a more effectual mode of procuring an 
abandonment of the masonic institution, than any party association, which may 
be subject to the imputation of personal motives. 

  The effect of the political organization alluded to, has been to compel a more 
strict and close union among those members of the fraternity who will adhere to 
it, and to excite a sympathy in their favour among their friends and fellow 
citizens, and thus to retard and obstruct the attainment of its professed object. 
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  The irritation produced by this state of things has been most disastrous to the 
peace and happiness of society in that portion of the state.—It has mingled in the 
business and in all the relations of life, and affected almost every question of a 
public nature.   [February 13, p. 2, cols. 2-3] 

"We sympathize with those original and honest anti-masons," explained Egbert 
Grandin in Palmyra, one year earlier, 

who became so from a love of liberty—from a veneration for the laws—from a 
devotion to the peace and good order of society.  It is on such principles, we 
could be willing to remain anti-masons.  But we will not, we cannot, be so 
blinded to the sacredness of the cause, as to assent to its prostitution to political 
purposes—to foster bankrupts in honor and honesty, into high and responsible 
offices:  we do not wish to see it profaned, by being connected with low and base 
motives.  [The Wayne Sentinel . . . printed and published . . . by E. B. Grandin . . . 
6:25 (March 13, 1829), p. 3, column 3 (lengthy unsigned lead editorial)] 

In the report at hand, John Spencer emphasizes that he has attempted to 
prosecute the Morgan criminals without regard to such politics . . . 

The duty has been felt to be as imperious as the task was difficult, to preserve the 
judicial proceedings which have taken place on the subject, wholly and 
absolutely free from the contamination of any party influences whatever.  And I 
report to your Excellency, that this object has been accomplished, as far as the 
frailty of human nature would allow.  Indeed the public sentiment in relation to 
the prosecutions, has undergone a change.  The feverish anxiety and irritation 
which were produced by an apprehension that the power of the government 
would not be efficiently exerted, or if exerted, that it would be unequal to a full 
development of the facts of the case, have yielded to a conviction that all 
constitutional and legitimate measures which could be adopted, have been 
sedulously employed, and have resulted in throwing much light upon the 
transaction.  The public mind has therefore become much tranquilized, and 
instead of vindictive hostility against those implicated, they are now rather 
considered as the infatuated instruments of a bad institution, than as culpable 
moral agents;  and freemasonry, its obligations and its secrecy, have become the 
objects of deep and extensive hostility.  A strong feeling of individual sympathy 
has arisen in favor of the accused, of which a remarkable instance has recently 
been furnished in a verdict of acquittal, rendered under a state of evidence, 
which, to say the least, would have afforded very plausible grounds for a 
contrary result.   [February 13, p. 2, col. 3] 

AND YET, THE PUBLIC MUST THINK that the prosecutions proceed slowly, and "may 
appear to have been unnecessarily procrastinated."  Spencer finishes his report, 
therefore, with a rehearsal of the peculiar obstacles which he has faced . . . 



Mormon Parallels:  A Bibliographic Source      © 2014 Rick Grunder 1473

Difficulties which never occurred in any other prosecution, have been met at 
every step.  Witnesses have been secreted, they have been sent off to Canada, and 
into different states of the Union.  They have been apprised of process being 
issued to compel their attendance, and have been thereby enabled to evade its 
service.  In one instance after a party implicated had been arrested and brought 
into this state, he was decoyed from the individual having him in charge, and 
finally escaped.  These occurrences have been so numerous and various, as to 
forbid the belief that they are the result of individual effort alone, and they have 
evinced the concert of so many agents, as to indicate an extensive combination to 
screen from punishment those charged with a participation in the effences [sic] 
upon William Morgan.  No evidence, however, has come to my knowledge, to 
justify the belief that the members of the masonic institution generally have been 
engaged to any such combination[.]   [February 13, p. 2, col. 3] 

Indictments are still pending, reports Spencer, against twenty people in various 
counties.  Cases drag on, and the time allotted by the act for a special prosecutor 
is expiring.  Spencer suggests that powers be extended to justices of the peace "in 
requiring sureties from witnesses, to criminal courts and magistrates, after 
indictment found."  In addition, some witnesses have been called from home and 
business for weeks on end to testify at the various trials, and ought to be 
compensated for their expenses (February 13, p. 2, col. 4).  The report ends 
abruptly without hyperbole or fanfare of any kind.  Spencer's real feelings or 
subsequent sentiments may best be surmised from his later utterances;  see 
MP 268 (Laws of the State of New York . . . 1828) and MP 264 (New England Anti- 
Masonic Almanac for . . . 1832, section headed "Facts From High Authority"). 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

FINE CLOTHING;  MOON PEOPLE 

The following article will be well-earned dessert for any reader who has made it 
through the lengthy fare above.  For the Mormon parallel significance of the 
large Leghorn bonnets of the day, parodied below, see MP 324 (The Plough Boy, 
section headed "Fine Clothing").  On the significance of the moon being 
inhabited, see MP 234 (Marcet). 

OUR LADIES AND THEIR BONNETS.— 
Were a strong wind of upward tendency to strike the flapping bonnets of our 
ladies, what an ominous aspect would the changed sky present!  There would be 
one cloud of ghastly white, another of fiery redness, another of unbroken 
blackness—and all heaving into the blue cerulean, like the sheets and shrouds, 
and palls of the giant dead.  Our lunar brethren, as they saw this frightful host 
sweep past them, might think the tents, and banners, and horse-tails of a 
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Numidian encampment were about to threaten battle with the celestial powers.  
But the bright eyes, and sweet faces, and sylph-like forms that once enchanted us 
here, where would they be?  Gone! gone forever!!  For the same breeze which 
sweeps away the rose will carry with it the stem also.  We might cover the earth 
with feathers, and spread the rocks with down to reli[e]ve the descent of these 
dear ones, but they are gone! and the driving currents of the upper elements may 
bear them away where there will be no weeping eye to watch their fall, and no 
kind hand to pick up their broken bones! it is monstrous that those in whose 
presence we find our warmest delights, should thus be willing to put our 
happiness at hazard upon a mere freak of fashion!—{Washington Spectator. 

[February 13, p. 2, col. 5] 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

360 Royalton, Vermont. Church of Baptised Bretherin.  THE CHURCH OF 
BAPTISED BRETHERIN, ROYALTON, VERMONT;  A Record of its Meetings, 
Conferences and Councils for the Years 1790 to 1806;  From the Original Manuscript.   
Woodstock, Vermont: The Elm Tree Press, 1919. 

23 cm.  [1] f.; 71 pp.  The first appearance of this manuscript in print.  Only edition in the NUC or 
OCLC. 

Are Mormons unusual when they teach that people cannot take the sacrament 
until they are baptized?  Or that baptism must absolutely be performed by 
immersion?  Was the Book of Mormon original in recounting that Satan taught 
antichrists that all men could sin a little and still be saved?  The answer, of 
course, is that these issues were current among various religious groups of 
Joseph Smith's time.  The record at hand displays them in Joseph Smith's home 
town at the time he was born. 

The "Baptised Bretherin [sic]" were a group of essentially Closed-Communion 
Baptists who met alternately in Sharon and Royalton, Vermont, before and 
throughout the time when the Smith family lived on the borderline between 
those towns.  Through endless disputes, the Brethren's church minutes preserve 
a record - in deliciously quaint language - of several future "Mormon" doctrines 
which were insisted upon by the neighbors of the infant Joseph Smith: 

BAPTISM BY IMMERSION 

----after som Conversation. it was asked all round to the Bretheren present if they 
Did believe and Be Baptised, and that Baptism is Diping, or Emertion under 
water - the whole war in the afarmetive  [p. 36] 




