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346 RRANDALL, E[milius]. O[viatt].  ". . . THE SEPARATIST SOCIETY OF ZOAR.
An Experiment in Communism — From its Commencement to its Conclusion.  
By E. O. Randall, LL.M., Secretary Ohio State Archæological and Historical 
Society."  In OHIO ARCHÆOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
Volume VIII  [July 1899 - April 1900]. . . .  Columbus [Ohio]: Published . . . for the 
Society by Fred. J. Heer, 1900. 

23 cm.  Article, pp. 1-105 + 8 plates and folding map (15 X 19 inches);  entire volume has [viii], 
488 pp. + plates and the map.  First published in the Ohio Archaeological and Historical Quarterly, 
vol. VIII, no. 1, July 1899, and in an apparent offprint or other forms.  OCLC also shows a 
"collector's edition" published with index by Arthur W. McGraw in 1990 (no place given; 105, 
9 pp.).  The IMAGE reproduced here is taken from an earlier work, cited below. 

View drawn 1846, in Howe, 491.  A number of the original homes and buildings still 
stand, and a walk down the streets of Zoar is like a trip into the past. 

The Zoar community on the Tuscarawas River (in north Tuscarawas County, 
central northeastern Ohio) comprised one of the smallest of the American 
communitarian separatist religious groups, apparently never numbering more 
than 326 people, the majority being women.  They flourished at the same time 
the Mormons were living some seventy miles to the north in Kirtland. 

The Zoarites emigrated from Württemberg in 1817, purchased lands in Zoar, 
Ohio, and thrived under the leadership of Joseph Michael Bäumler ("Bimeler").  
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Participants deeded their land and possessions to the community, and observed 
a religious code that discouraged marriage.  They refused to participate in 
military conflicts, but emphasized in their twelfth article of faith - like the 
Mormon twelfth article of faith - the absolute necessity of civil government.  "All 
ceremonies are banished from among us," explained article 5, "and we declare 
them useless and injurious, and this is the chief cause of our Separation."  
Articles 1 and 2, respectively, dealt with the Trinity and the fall of Adam.  
(pp. 13-14).  They had few books and no formal canon, but met weekly to listen 
to the extemporaneous addresses of Bimeler, whose death in 1853 marked the 
beginning of the group's ultimate decline and dissolution by the end of the 
century. 

Missing the weekly lectures of Bimeler, the Zoarites turned to the manuscripts 
written by one of their number for a deaf father.  They purchased a hand press, 
hired a printer, and published an impressive amount of text which had been 
recorded, all from the 1820s and 30s.  Two editions of hymns were printed, and 
six volumes of Bimeler's addresses (issued in three physical volumes).  While 
there is no record of the number of copies produced, the issues must have been 
very small, being in German and presumably intended only for the few hundred 
members of the commune, most of whom were women and children. 

The addresses of Bimeler were never translated, and by the early twentieth 
century, these Zoar publications were already scarce even among the survivors 
of the original families.  I have handled three of their imprints:  Sammlung Auser-
lesener Geistlicher Lieder . . . (Zoar, 1855);  . . . Zweite, Vermehrte und Verbesserte 
Auflage  (Zoar, 1867);  and Joseph Michael Bimeler's Die Wahre Separation . . . 
(vols. 3-4 bound in one, Zoar, 1858, comprising two of the six parts of Bimeler's 
known addresses). 

The ZOARITES were quite different in belief and disposition from the Book of 
Mormon Zoramites —except for the poor who were cast out of the established 
Zoramite synagogues because they could not dress fancy enough to mingle with 
the "elected" of God (Alma 32:2).  Like the "impoverished" early Zoarite 
emigrants from Württemberg (pp. 5-6), the humble Zoramite rejects learned that 
true religion requires neither synagogue nor one set day of worship (Alma 32:10-
11). 




