
Mormon Parallels:  A Bibliographic Source      © 2014 Rick Grunder542

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

131 ELTINGE, Wilhelmus.  A DISCOURSE, DESIGNED AS AN EXPOSITION AND 
REFUTATION of the Reasons Assigned in a Pamphlet, By a Number of Ministers, 
Elders, and Deacons.  For Declaring Themselves the True Reformed Dutch Church, In 
the United States of America.  By Wilhelmus Eltinge, A. M.   Ovid, N. Y.: Printed by 
M. Hayes, n.d. (but 182-?). 

17½ X 14½ cm. (The copy examined was closely 
trimmed.)  11 pp.  No copyright notice;  "Preface" 
printed on the back of the title page.  Not in 
American Imprints, which locates two copies of a 
twelve-page edition printed in Hackensack, New 
Jersey, "[1822?]" [AI 8614].  NUC and OCLC show 
only the New Jersey edition (saying 1822), and 
give Eltinge's dates as 1778-1851.  NUC and 
OCLC show two other scarce pamphlets by 
Eltinge published at Patterson, New Jersey, 1823.
LOCATION:  Grunder. 

The preface is dated "December 30, 1822."  I 
presume from the context (see further below) that 
this edition would have been printed following 
the Hackensack edition noted above.  Michael 
Hayes was a newspaper printer/publisher in 
Ovid, 1816-1830 (Hamilton, 276;  History of Seneca 
Co., 54). 

OVERVIEW:  This theological pamphlet 
reflected the immediate culture and the 
particular levels of intellect and society within which the Book of Mormon 
dictation would soon be completed a few miles away.  Portions of its text 
provide relevant colloquial background for a contemporary designation of the 
Zoramites as "Antinomians" who lived, as the Book of Mormon reports, "in a 
land which they called Antionum." 
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A simple pamphlet printed less than twenty miles from the Whitmer farm where 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery would find shelter to complete the Book of 
Mormon in June 1829.  In 1831, Alexander Campbell complained, 

This prophet Smith, through his stone spectacles, wrote . . . in his book of 
Mormon, every error and almost every truth discussed in New York for the last 
ten years.  He decides all the great controversies;— . . .  How much more 
benevolent and intelligent this American apostle than were the holy Twelve and 
Paul . . .  ["Delusions." The Millennial Harbinger 2:2 (February 7, 1831), p. 93] 

Modern defenders tend to disdain this cutting statement without really 
addressing its direct simplicity, protesting that the Book of Mormon's theology is 
too complex or too ancient to merit such a criticism.  A publication like the 
homely pamphlet considered here, however, reminds us of the proximity and 
availability of such potentially involved doctrines - in simple language - both 
where and when the Book of Mormon was dictated. 

Rev. Eltinge explains in his preface that he delivered this discourse before his 
congregations in Paterson and Paramus (New Jersey) on November 24 and 
December 1, 1822.  He reacts to a group of ministers who have withdrawn from 
the Reformed Dutch Church with their congregations.  This discourse was 
published in nearby Hackensack, New Jersey, logically during the early days of 
1823.  Then, given the prominent Reformed following in Seneca County, New 
York, a copy of that Hackensack publication probably reached someone in Ovid 
who felt a need to have it republished locally —and for sad but good reason, as 
becomes apparent when one turns to the local history of that town. 

The FIRST REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH OF OVID, NEW YORK evolved out of a 
Presbyterian congregation there in 1809.  They met in a hewn log meeting house 
"of very respectable size and workmanship" which, if "never entirely finished nor 
dedicated, . . . yet stood for well nigh a quarter of a century, in which respectable 
congregations were wont to assemble to listen to the word of God." (Morrison, 
195, based upon Rev. H. P. McAdam's account, "published in its entirety in The 
Ovid Independent in 1876.")  Rev. Abraham Brokaw (1760-1846) was appointed 
their first minister, and all went well, their numbers swelling to two hundred 
worshippers by 1822.  That autumn, however, the minister and most of his 
congregation officials (the consistory) ". . . separated themselves from the mother 
church, declining her authority, and constituting what was then termed the True 
Dutch Reformed Church." (Morrison, 196)  The secession against which 
Rev. Eltinge was preaching in New Jersey had reached little Ovid, New York. 

A majority of Ovid's ordinary worshippers remained true to their original 
congregation (which had to be reorganized on January 9, 1823), but they were 
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left without minister or chapel.  Legal battles ate up time and money, and the 
First Reformed Dutch Church of Ovid was reduced to meeting in barns and 
private homes, or the finished upper story of one George Harris' wood storage 
barn, listening to various missionaries who came to conduct services: 

There the congregation made themselves as comfortable as might be, sitting 
upon upturned pails, boards, chunks of wood, &c., or standing, as the exigencies 
and comfort of the occasion demanded.  Even the Rev. Abraham Messler, the 
first pastor after this time, is remembered as standing upon a sleigh in the barn of 
Cornelius Wyckoff, for a platform, with an inverted box as a desk, — these 
constituting his pulpit.  [Morrison, 196] 

Such engaging imagery will help us to appreciate these worshippers' underlying 
resentments against antinomians and other secessionists whose doctrines are 
criticized in simple but pointed detail in Ovid's own reprint of Rev. Eltinge's 
pamphlet.  While we read, let us also recall that Rev. Diedrich Willers, one of the 
most important German Reformed pastors in that region, who knew and 
ministered to the Whitmer family – see MP 254 (Morgan, Illustrations, 
bibliographic note), lived but a few miles to the north.  Reformed Dutch 
followers could trace their doctrinal roots to John Calvin, and therefore respected 
aspects of his theology.  It is clear, however, that Wilhelmus Eltinge does not 
partake of the extreme predestination which we so often associate with 
Calvinism.  Eltinge condenses centuries of dispute into an easily digestible 
morsel on page 4 . . . 
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    They these Schismatics were not in a very good standing in our church, . . . 
being called Antinomians, Schismatics, troublers of Israel, and not falsely;  do not 
they, and their friends, or some of them hold to the following Antinomian 
Doctrines?  viz. that the Elect are actually justified from all eternity, and that God 
loves them with a love of complacency before they believe;  that Christ has died 
no more for all men, than for devils;  that temporal blessings, in their nature and 
design, are curses to the reprobate;  that the reprobate are only sent here to be 
ripened, and fattened for hell;  that Christ and Salvation are not to be offered to 
the non-elect;  that man by nature is not only under a native moral inability, but 
also under a natural inability to love and serve God;  that man is not a free agent, 
and of course not a responsible being;  that a believer is so clothed with the robe 
of Christ's righteousness, that God finds no fault with him, or no personal 
holiness is required;  that christians are not persecuted by the world, but by the 
professed Church, and High Priests;  that Ministers must pray, and preach only 
for the elect, and believers;  and that God before Adam's fall was one, but after it, 
he divided himself into three persons. 
[p. 4.  The pencil marking beside this passage (as ILLUSTRATED ABOVE in the 
pamphlet itself) is certainly not mine.  Some earlier reader also found this 
paragraph interesting, perhaps long ago.] 

Readers in Ovid who shared Eltinge's disgust for such doctrine might soon agree 
with similar denunciations that were about to appear in the Book of Mormon, 
in reaction to a Nephite schismatic sect . . . 

Now the Zoramites were dissenters from the Nephites; . . . they did pervert the 
ways of the Lord in very many instances;  therefore, for this cause, Alma and his 
brethren went into the land to preach the word unto them.  Now, when they had 
come into the land, behold, to their astonishment they found that the Zoramites 
. . . did worship after a manner which Alma and his brethren had never beheld;  
For they had a place built up in the center of their synagogue, a place for 
standing, which was high above the head; and the top thereof would only admit 
one person.  Therefore, whosoever desired to worship must go forth and stand 
upon the top thereof, and stretch forth his hands towards heaven, and cry with a 
loud voice, saying:  Holy, holy God;  we believe that thou art God, and we 
believe that thou art holy, and that thou wast a spirit, and that thou art a spirit, 
and that thou wilt be a spirit forever.  Holy God, we believe that thou hast 
separated us from our brethren; and we do not believe in the tradition of our 
brethren, which was handed down to them by the childishness of their fathers; 
but we believe that thou hast elected us to be thy holy children;  and also thou 
hast made it known unto us that there shall be no Christ.  But thou art the same 
yesterday, today, and forever;  and thou hast elected us that we shall be saved, 
whilst all around us are elected to be cast by thy wrath down to hell;  for the 
which holiness, O God, we thank thee;  and we also thank thee that thou hast 
elected us, that we may not be led away after the foolish traditions of our 
brethren, which doth bind them down to a belief of Christ, which doth lead their 
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hearts to wander far from thee, our God.  And again we thank thee, O God, that 
we are a chosen and a holy people.  Amen.  Now it came to pass that after Alma 
and his brethren and his sons had heard these prayers, they were astonished 
beyond all measure.  For behold, every man did go forth and offer up these same 
prayers.  Now the place was called by them Rameumptom, which, being 
interpreted, is the holy stand.  [Alma 31: 8, 11-21.] 

In Joseph Smith's world, such people would commonly have been called 
"Antinomians," exactly as Rev. Eltinge suggests.  That would have been too 
modern-sounding a term to employ consciously in the Book of Mormon text, of 
course, yet we must not be surprised to read in Alma 31:3 that these Zoramites 
lived "in a land which they called Antionum." 

A "stand," in Protestant revival culture, was a very simple elevated structure 
generally wide enough to accommodate several preachers at once.  The "holy 
stand" of the proud and wealthy, elect Zoramites, on the other hand, 
corresponded perfectly to the elegant but very narrow, one-man elevated pulpits 
in finer New England churches of more traditional, Congregationalist/ 
Presbyterian and Episcopal congregations -  something the boy Joseph Smith 
must have regarded with some wonder when he visited Salem, Massachusetts 
with his uncle Jesse Smith while recuperating from his leg operation.  Regarding 
the Zoramites, see also MP 346 (Randall). 

Note that the Book of Mormon story quoted above was dictated in Harmony, 
Pennsylvania before Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery moved to the Whitmer 
cabin in the area where this pamphlet was printed (for dictation chronology, see 
MP 350, Reynolds Arcade, section headed, "Joseph Smith in Rochester").  I do not 
mean to suggest too direct an influence or necessary, specific borrowing from 
most of the particular texts which I analyze in this bibliography - but neither can 
we suppose that doctrines were confined to the printed page, or only to the 
particular pages we discover.  For earlier, more widely disseminated publication 
of this common theological term "Antinomian," see MP 77 (Buck). 

"They these Schismatics are not very modest," observes Eltinge on page [3], "but 
rather assuming, Calling themselves the true Church, and by implication, the 
whole Dutch Church, the false Church."  He points out that there is more unity in 
the traditional Reformed Dutch church than the dissenters suggest, and that 
there was no need for them to leave the fold . . . 

These Schismatics say . . . "that many, particularly of the younger Clergy, 
advocate the doctrine of general atonement as taught by James Armenius, viz. 
that Christ had died to procure and apply saving grace and eternal life to every 
individual of the human race:  And the Hopkinsian errors of indefinite 
atonement and natural ability . . ."  The controversy in our Church is not between 
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Calvanism [sic] and Arminianism, all agree in opposing Arminianism;  but it is 
between Calvanism and Antinomianism;  there are no Clergy in our connection, 
either old or young, who advocate the doctrine of general redemption as taught 
by James Armenius, they are all advocates for the doctrine of particular 
redemption . . .  [p. 6] 

Eltinge continues by explaining how some Reformed Dutch ministers advocate a 
doctrine of salvation for "the elect only," while still allowing ". . . that man, 
notwithstanding the ruins of the fall, has not become a stock, or stone, or a brute: 
but that he is still a moral agent, possessing animal power, and rationality of 
soul, and that he is thus not laboring under a natural inability, but under a native 
moral inability." (pp. 6-7) 

If such subtleties are lost on a modern Book of Mormon audience, we may still 
contemplate passages like 2 Nephi 25:23 which declared enigmatically that ". . . 
we labor diligently to write, to persuade our children, and also our brethren, to 
believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God;  for we know that it is by grace 
that we are saved, after all we can do." 
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