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WALKER, John, 1732-1807. . . . WALKER'S CRITICAL PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY,
AND EXPOSITOR OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Abridged For the Use of Schools. To
Which is Annexed, an Abridgement of Walker's Key to the Pronunciation of Greek, Latin, and
Scripture Proper Names. [at head: "BOSTON STEREOTYPE EDITION."] Boston: Published by
Lincoln & Edmands, Samuel T. Armstrong, and Charles Ewer. Stereotyped by T. H. &
C. Carter, 1823.

15 X 13 cm. (approx. 6 X 5¼ inches). 468 pp. ("A Key to the Classical Pronunciation of the Greek, Latin
and Scripture Proper Names: In which the words are accented and divided into syllables exactly as they
ought to be pronounced," pp. [441]-468; section sub-headed, "Rules for the Pronunciation of Scripture
Proper Names. Abridged from Walker's Key," pp. [449]-450; section sub-headed "Pronunciation of Scripture Proper Names," pp. [451]-468.)
American Imprints 14809. OCLC shows at least seven editions of this abridged, school version printed in
America between 1823 and 1829 (with more later). The copy examined bore early ownership inscriptions
of Henry Chase and Rufus Chase, Deerfield, New Hampshire.
For the larger full Walker edition, with background and list of parallel Book of Mormon names, see Rick
Grunder, Mormon Parallels: A Bibliographic Source (Lafayette, NY: Rick Grunder - Books, 2008; 2014; South
Jordan, Utah: Bear Hollow Books, 2018; hereafter, MP), entry 453. Many editions of Walker's dictionaries
were printed throughout the early 1800s by urban and small-town publishers across the Northeast
(including many in New York State). Unspecified editions were advertised for sale in such diverse
publications as the Palmyra Herald for September 24, 1823 [III:28], Poor Richard's Almanack for 1829
(published in Rochester, New York by Elihu F. Marshall, the first man to agree to print the Book of
Mormon; see MP pp. 1412-13), and in the publisher's ads at the end of Gilbert J. Hunt's The Late War (see
MP p. 733).
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For additional discussion of related nomenclature phenomena, see MP 229 (Macpherson) and MP 480
(Joseph Emerson Worcester).
OVERVIEW:

This small school dictionary's nine final leaves provide a list of "SCRIPTURE
PROPER NAMES" which include, within the three next-to-last leaves, the names of the
entire family of Lehi in the Book of Mormon, as constituted when the book begins.
These all appear on the front sides of leaves, in the right-hand (outside) portions of
those pages. "La´ban, Lah´man, Le´hi," and "Lem´u-el" all occur on page 461 in the
same column (second from right) within three inches of one another. "Ne´phi" appears
high in the right-hand column of page 463, one inch below "Na´hum" and "Ne´hum"
which are placed prominently at the tops of the two right-most columns; "Na´ham"
appears farther down that page in the middle column, virtually next to "Neb-u-chadnez´zar" and "Ne´cho" (of Book of Abraham lore; see MP pp. 207-8) which are across
from it in the second-from-right column. Regarding the Book of Mormon's "Nahom,"
see MP pp. 1052-54.

O

COWDERY USED THIS - OR A SIMILAR - WALKER'S ABRIDGED EDITION.
In a letter dated November 9, 1829, he responded to Cornelius C. Blatchly in New
York City who had asked about the Book of Mormon which was then in print. Writing
from Palmyra, New York, Cowdery stated that, "If I rightly understand the meaning of
the word author, it is, the first beginner, or mover of any thing, or a writer." (emphasis
added).1 That is the precise and complete definition given in the 1820s in Walker's
Critical Pronouncing Dictionary, and Expositor of the English Language. Abridged . . . In
Walker's full unabridged dictionary, the definition is longer and the term "writer"
becomes more complicated, whereas Cowdery followed the abridged version word for
word:
LIVER

1823 ABRIDGED edition

1823 unabridged edition (MP 453)

The line, "first beginner or mover of any thing" came from Samuel Johnson's Dictionary
of 17552 and reached the United States in a handful of later eighteenth- and early
1 Sent by recipient Blatchly to the Gospel Luminary (New York City; the Christian Connection newspaper founded
originally in West Bloomfield, New York by David Millard) 2, no. 49, (December 10, 1829), 194, article titled
"The New Bible." Discovered by Erin B. Metcalfe at the suggestion of H. Michael Marquardt who discusses and
reprints the letter in "Historical Setting of Mormonism in Manchester, Ontario County, New York," John Whitmer
Historical Association Journal 35, no. 2 (Fall/Winter 2015), 84-85, 84 n.49, 85 n.50.

A Dictionary of the English Language . . . By Samuel Johnson, A. M. In Two Volumes. (London: Printed by W. Strahan,
For J. and P. Knapton; T. and T. Longman; C. Hitch and L. Hawes; A. Millar; and R. and J. Dodsley, 1755), 186.
2
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nineteenth-century American works – but again, with added definitions, and in formats
more elaborate than Cowdery would likely have owned. Johnson's phrase was then
significantly reworded in Noah Webster's 1828 American Dictionary. And in The Royal
Standard English Dictionary (a handy American family reference similar to the small
square Walker school editions), the phrase was also noticeably changed.3
While I therefore conclude that Oliver Cowdery was using an abridged Walker
dictionary in late 1829, one cannot assume that his copy included the Key or list of
scripture names, since some versions were published without that appendix. For
example, my 1824 simple family dictionary (MP, page 1817) is an abridged Walker
dictionary printed by James D. Bemis in Canandaigua, New York without the Key.4
The abridged Walker dictionary is physically half the size of the full version, but its
scripture names section is nearly as long. The full version's Key to the Classical
Pronunciation of Greek, Latin, and Scripture Proper Names . . . (MP 453) contains
approximately 4,141 names in the "Scripture Proper Names" section (insofar as I can
count and calculate carefully). That same section abridged from the Key for Walker's
school version, considered here, has approximately 4,098 names, thus a reduction of
little more than 1% (though the smaller-page schoolbook format - plus a layout with the
names being printed in five short columns instead of the full version's tall four columns
- makes the list feel much smaller and more manageable). Among the names paralleled
in the Book of Mormon which I notice in the full version (MP pp. 1819-23), only one is
missing from the school edition: "Ziph" (although four similar, extended versions of
that name remain in the school edition: "Ziʹphah, Ziphʹi-on, Ziphʹites" and "Ziʹphron").5
Among the short list of Greek and Latin parallel names which I extracted from the full
version, on the other hand (MP p. 1823), most are gone from the corresponding section
of this abridged school version. (Caveat to aspiring bibliographers: This single
paragraph required the better part of a day's labor, so think twice before embarking on
such escapades.)

Frequently seen alongside Walker dictionaries in old collections and antiquarian bookstores. An example of The
Royal Standard English Dictionary . . . in my collection examined at random for this entry (Brookfield, Massachusetts:
Printed by E. Merriam & Co. For Elijah Burbank, . . . October–1806) defines "Author" as "inventor of any thing; writer
of a book; beginner" (p. 48).
4 Bemis' edition's definition of "Authour" (reading the same as the Boston abridged editions) appears on page 39. In
the Boston, 1823 edition considered in this entry (and Boston 1826 and 1829 editions examined in my collection as
well), the definition of "Author" also occurs on page 39, coincidentally, but with different page layout. In the
unabridged Walker editions of 1823 (and others of the 1820s in my collection), the definition occurs on page 40, and on
a larger page, with much different layout and content than the abridged editions.
5 One other, more trifling difference among the Book of Mormon parallel names occurs in the spelling of Almon Dibla-tha′im in the full version which, in the school version, becomes Almon Did-la-tha′im.
3
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A

WALKER'S SMALL DICTIONARY were naturally
cherished by people who may have owned little else in their personal libraries
beyond a Bible, the almanac and a few chapbooks. The 1823 volume examined for this
entry bears very early ownership inscriptions of Rufus and Henry Chase, Deerfield,
New Hampshire. An 1826 edition also in my collection seems to have been used for
generations, signed by the son and grandson of a blacksmith. One of its pages finally
tore in half, but it was too precious to lose, so a needle and thread were called into
service . . .
FFORDABLE

RESOURCES

LIKE

Walker's Critical Pronouncing Dictionary, and Expositor of the English Language. Abridged for the Use of
Schools. To Which is Annexed, an Abridgment of Walker's Key to the Pronunciation of Greek, Latin, and Scripture
Proper Names (Boston: Published by Lincoln & Edmands, Charles Ewer, and J. H. A. Frost; Stereotyped at
the Boston Type and Stereotype Foundry, late T. H. Carter & Co., 1826), p. 345.

© 2021 Rick Grunder

Signed by John L[add]. Sargent in "Low Gilmanton, N. H." (1820-1881), son of Thomas Sargent (17781831; farmer and blacksmith) and Polly French (1780-1831); also signed by John's son Charles P. Sargent
(1854-1908). Genealogical data researched on Ancestry dot com; not further verified.

IN THE STUDY OF MORMON PARALLELS, I sometimes question the levels of denial
expressed by certain defenders who appear to presume that their audience will never
venture to look at the original sources I describe. There are times, therefore, when it
may be best to show the whole thing handily, so as not to trouble dubious readers with
the effort to search for themselves. Below are full scans of the pages of SCRIPTURE
PROPER NAMES from the 1823 Walker school dictionary, beginning with the title page of
the book itself . . .
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