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. . . I held meetings each or every second day . . . Now and again the thought occurred to me:
how long would Lucifer be content with such a course of events. But I didnʹt
have to wait very long . . . – p. 376 of the authorʹs own copy:
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[Church of Jesus Christ of Latter‐day Saints –
Missions] NORDSTJERNAN. Sanningen, kunskapen,
dygden och tron äro förenade. Åttonde årgången. . . .
Utgifven och forlagd af Anthon H. Lund. Köpenhamn:
Tryckt has F. E. Bording, 1884.
21½ cm. [2 (title; index)]ff.; 1‐380 pp. (all 24 semi‐
monthly issues of Volume 8, each 16 pp. except for
the last of 12 pp. to allow for the two preliminary
leaves described, for the annual volume). Collated
COMPLETE. Contemporary half polished black calf
over marbled boards (with black morocco‐grained
cloth corner tips). A handsome volume with gilt‐
decorated spine. A near‐fine copy, and appealing for
its exceptional condition inside and out.
$375
Flake 5862; Jacobs 986.S. Swedish Mission periodical
(title in English: The North Star), begun January 1877.
The actual issues of this scarce periodical owned by young Swedish Mormon
convert Alexander Stefanus HEDBERG during his solitary SECRET MISSION
TO FINLAND, their text printing his reports to Anthon H. Lund from the field
where he worked in a clandestine manner until, according to the words of his
mission president,
Brother Hedberg escaped from Finland. He baptized eight. More are nearly
believing. The [Finnish] mail department opens the STAR packages and sends
the empty wrappers to the Saints. On being remonstrated with, they say that
their orders are to let no ʹMormonʹ paper enter Finland. In a couple of months
we will try again. [Anthon H. Lund, Copenhagen, January 1, 1885, as published
in the Latter‐day Saintsʹ Millennial Star 47, no. 2 (January 12, 1885), p. 27]
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Indeed, while Elder Hedberg continued on cavalierly through the closing months
of 1884, keeping a step or two ahead of authorities, he must have held onto these
issues present here –though other copies of the identical issues were seized from
the home of a local Mormon woman who was storing Hedbergʹs literature for
him. (Those confiscated issues are preserved in the Finnish national archives to
the present day.) ʺI will soon be compelled,ʺ wrote the twenty‐four‐year‐old,
to leave the country, as far as I want to avoid prison and punishment; for the
Finns have no mercy when they are to punish the Mormons. . . . they can do with
me as they please; for if that were to happen I know that I suffer for a noble
cause . . . [Hedberg to Lund, November 22, 1884, printed in the December 15
issue of the Nordstjernan (present in Hedbergʹs volume), pp. 376‐77; composite
quotation, translated by Kim Östman]

For a sophisticated and comprehensive understanding of The Introduction of
Mormonism to Finnish Society, 1840‐1900, see numerous references and stories
preserved by Dr. Kim Östman (above) about this intrepid young missionary
(Åbo, Finland: Åbo Akademi Univ. Press, 2010); available online in full, at:
http://www.doria.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/66629/ostman_kim.pdf?sequence=1
Dr. Östman explains that only twenty‐five L.D.S. missionaries entered Finland
during the entire nineteenth century (1877‐1900), and HEDBERG WAS THE TWELFTH
in that audacious little line. He was only there from October to December 1884
before he had to leave ‐ or else face fines for distributing supposedly illegal pub‐
lications. ʺIn a sense,ʺ reflects Östman, ʺthe persecution motif was an essential
component of the Mormon missionaryʹs worldview.ʺ (Östman, 249).
After his conversion and call as a missionary, Alexander HEDBERG (born De‐
cember 21, 1859, baptized in Stockholm February 3, 1883) was dubbed ʺthe
Scandinavian missionʹs ʹchampion tractseller.ʹʺ Not too surprisingly, however,
this enterprising young man emigrated to Utah during the summer following his
Finnish experience, and in 1886 married Maria Reutervall, a Finnish convert, in
the Logan Temple. They soon moved to Chicago, had two sons, and had the
eldest baptized in August 1896. Yet when Christian D. Fjeldsted tried to
organize a Chicago branch of the Church that year, he was unable to achieve a
meeting with the Hedbergs, and by the following year they seem to have
disappeared from the Mormon scene. (Östman, 393)
While THE BINDING of this full volume looks European to me, there is no binderʹs
ticket or other definitive indication. What is important is the gilt lettering at the
base of the spine: ʺA. S. Hedberg.ʺ Furthermore, four of the issues bear
Hedbergʹs name on their first pages, written there in various hands. This shows
that they were designated to be distributed to Hedberg personally at the time of
publication. He would have owned these 1884 issues as they came out ‐ and
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prior to mid‐June of 1885 when he left for Liverpool to sail to the United States
(rather than procuring them afterwards; see issues 4, 5, 10 and 11, for Feb. 15,
Mar. 1, May 15 and June 1: pp. [49, 65, 145, 161]). All are in excellent, clean,
untorn condition, though some issues have slight vertical center folding,
showing how they were sent or stored temporarily in 1884, before binding.
The only underlining in the book occurs on one page of the index, and that is a
good thing, because it was clearly done by Hedberg himself. In each instance,
that underlining leads us to sections of this periodical containing the printed
reports or contributions written Hedberg himself, totaling several pages in all
(see pp. 39, 198, 282‐83, 316 and 376‐77). The last article prints a two‐page letter
sent by Hedberg from Finland to Anthon H. Lund, and it includes poignant
content, judging from quotes and references to these pages in Dr. Östmanʹs
excellent modern study, cited above.
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DEFENSE OF CONSTITUTIONAL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. Speeches on the
Edmunds Bill. United States Senate, February, 1882 [caption title]. Front wrapper
title reads as follows:
DEFENCE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AND RELIGIOUS RIGHTS OF THE
PEOPLE OF UTAH. Speeches of Senators Vest, Morgan, Call, Brown, Pendleton and
Lamar. No imprint (but Salt Lake City? 1882?)
21½ cm. 40 pp. printed in double columns. Original printed gray wrappers.
Very good (looking better than the difficult image created BELOW).
$90
Flake 2749 (only edition). Spirited, indignant resis‐
tance to the Edmunds Bill which provided for fines
and imprisonment of polygamists, denial of their
right to vote, and the supervision of all Utah
Territorial offices involved with voter registration
or election oversight by five federal commissioners
sent West for that purpose. This was the beginning
of the end of plural marriage within the official
Utah Church, although that end was not fully
realized for another quarter century. What was
once a commandment is now a sin, in practice, but
it would not have happened without the Edmunds
Act. From comments by Senator George Graham
VEST, a Democrat from Missouri (former Missouri Representative and Senator in
the Confederacy) . . .
If this be not a bill of attainder under the theory of the Constitution of the United
Sates, there never has been a bill of attainder proposed in all history. Never in
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the darkest days of the Stuarts or the Tudors, never in any of the darkest days of
despotism, I undertake to say here, weighing my words deliberately, was there
ever enacted a statute more exactly within the meaning of a bill of attainder than
the seventh and eighth sections of this bill.
.....
Why, Mr. President, . . . what a monstrous doctrine is this, that any portion of
the territory of these United States inhabited by the people of the United States
are at [p. 1 ends] the mercy of Congress without any limitation! [pp. 1‐2]

It takes work to transcribe this stuff, but bookselling is essentially an act of
charity anyway, so Iʹd like you to enjoy the following, if you have time . . .
Mr. Morgan [John Tyler Morgan, Democrat from Alabama]. May I ask further,
does the honorable Senator [George Franklin Edmunds, Republican] from
Vermont by this bill mean that five commissioners can try a man for bigamy or
polygamy, and exclude him from voting because he is guilty of it?
Mr. Edmunds. I do not hear the Senator.
Mr. Morgan. Does the Senator from Vermont hold that five commissioners
provided for in the eighth section of this bill can try a man for bigamy or
polygamy, and on the ground of his guilt exclude him from going to the ballot‐
box?
Mr. Edmunds. The buzz in the Chamber is such that I do not even now hear
what the Senator from Alabama is saying.
The Presiding Officer. Senators will please suspend until there is order in the
Chamber.
Mr. Morgan. I was asking the Senator from Vermont whether with the eighth
section of this bill he holds that the five commissioners who are appointed a
board of canvassers have the right to convict a man of bigamy or polygamy
under this act, and therefore exclude his vote from the ballot‐box?
Mr. Edmunds. I Most certainly do not. I do not hold that the five
commissioners have a right to convict anybody of anything, whether stealing a
chicken, or taking a glass of whisky, or chewing tobacco, or violating the
Sabbath, or doing anything that may be prohibited by law in any case whatever.
They are to do precisely what the constitution of Vermont and[,] I think of
Alabama[,] provides that the political officials of those States may do.—pass
upon the qualifications for the time being of a voter, those qualifications being
fixed by law. [p. 5]

For background discussion ‐ including a photograph of the actual commissioners
themselves (and of an ʺ$800 REWARD!ʺ poster for John Taylor and George Q.
Cannon) ‐ see James B. Allen and Glen M. Leonard, The Story of the Latter‐day
Saints (SLC: Deseret Book Company, 1976/86), pp. 394‐400.
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. . . Captain Gunnison . . . fell by fifteen arrow‐wounds,
and had his left arm cut off at the elbow . . . Having no means of interring
the bodies, I was compelled reluctantly to leave them where they fell. The wolves had
so destroyed Capt. Gunnisonʹs remains, that it was impossible to bring them off the ground.
–R. M. Morris, p. 6
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[GUNNISON MASSACRE] . . . CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. LETTER FROM THE
SECRETARY OF WAR, Transmitting A report relative to Captain Gunnisonʹs survey,
&c. January 6, 1854.—Laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. [at head: ʺ 33d
CONGRESS, 1st Session. {HO. OF REPS.} EX. DOC. NO. 18.ʺ] [Washington, D.C.,
1854.
22¾ cm. 10 pp. Disbound and separating, yet in
nearly fine condition. A pleasing, bright copy.
$85
Poignant for its understated propriety, both in
Gunnisonʹs letters and in the first reports after the
tragedy occurred. I was surprised by how well
Gunnison wrote, transmitting his survey reports to
Jefferson Davis (Secretary of War) and J. J. Abert
(chief, Corps of Topographical Engineers). There is
no editorial commentary. Instead, this government
document lets the story be told by Gunnisonʹs
progress reports, and by those who first came upon
the scene of carnage. There is no overt Mormon content, but an interesting
reference to Anson CALL appears on page 8 . . .
I have, through Mr. Coll [sic], the president of the settlement near here, who
extends to us all the assistance we require, sent an express to the chief of the
band which was engaged in the massacre, and entertain a faint hope that I may
recover those papers and books, also the instruments, with which we can ill
dispense. I shall keep the assistants left of the party busily employed during the
winter in bringing up their observations and notes, and, if possible, employ a
draughtsman to supply the vacancy left by Mr. Kernʹs death. [E. G. Beckwith,
First Lieutenant Third Artillery, writing from ʺCAMP NEAR FILLMORE, UTAH
TERRITORY, October 29, 1853.ʺ]
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Benjamin Harrisonʹs brother ʺgone to wag[e] war against Mormon womenʺ
4

[HARRISON family] Elizabeth Lawrence SHEETS, presumed author (1836‐70;
married 1858 Archibald Irwin HARRISON, elder brother to future Pres. Benjamin
Harrison). AUTOGRAPH LETTER SIGNED ʺCousin Bettieʺ to Lieut. Irwin Harrison.
Indianapolis, April 14, 1858.
8 X 5 inches, 5½ pages on two folded sheets of lined writing paper (final leaf
blank). Very good. Folded in fourths, with a bit of yellowing along the vertical
fold line of the second sheet. Cover not present.
$85
Archibald Irwin HARRISON (1832‐1870), grandson of President William Henry
Harrison and next‐elder brother of future President Benjamin Harrison, became a
ʺ2nd Lieutenant in the 6th US Infantry Regiment from February 1857 until
September 1859ʺ (Find A Grave, with portrait). The same year he received this
letter, he would marry Elizabeth Lawrence Sheets. The present communication
certainly reads like a love letter, and Bettie mentions that she engages in reading
because she does not want to become ʺan ignorant married lady.ʺ I cannot find a
genealogical explanation for her calling Irwin ʺCousin,ʺ although her own
fatherʹs name was William Harrison Sheets (1803‐72).
Internal references to members of the household seem to support the rest of the
connections above, and the place and dates fit well. On the second page, Bettie
may refer to her next‐younger, teen‐aged brother William Henry Harrison Sheets
(1840‐1909) when she writes:
Harry has a good deal of fun at the Lieutenantʹs expense, for instance,
ʺThe Lieutenant has gone to wag war against Mormon women.ʺ & ʺbelongs
to the 46th Regt. of Mormon womenʺ & various other little saying that
Harry alone can make appear ridiculous.

Irwin is actually in Kansas (see the bottom of the fourth page), and Bettieʹs
comments above are her only mentions of Mormons. Still, these are interesting
references within such a well‐connected American military and Presidential
family. A remark on the last page, studied in context, may well refer to the
future President, Irwinʹs brother Benjamin Harrison: ʺI saw Cousin Ben this
evening & must acknowledge his peculiar look made me laugh. I wondered if
he thought of the ʹcharred‐wood.ʹʺ Various genealogical data offered above
appear on Ancestry Dot Com, from which four relevant charts are printed out
to accompany this letter.
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HOWE, Henry. THE GREAT WEST: Containing Narratives of the Most Important
and Interesting Events in Western History—Remarkable Individual Adventures—
Sketches of Frontier Life—Descriptions of Natural Curiosities: To Which is Appended
Historical and Descriptive Sketches of Oregon, New Mexico, Texas, Minnesota, Utah,
California, Washington, Nebraska, Kansas, Etc., Etc., Etc. By Henry Howe, Author of
ʺHistorical Collections of Virginia;ʺ ʺHistorical Collections of Ohio.ʺ ENLARGED
EDITION. New York: Published by Geo. F. Tuttle; Cincinnati: Published by
Henry Howe, 1857.
22 cm. xi, 15‐576 pp. + numerous plates,
generally printed in pale tan & green,
many with additional (rather crudely
applied) color highlights. The ʺView in
Salt Lake City,ʺ if fanciful, is quite
interesting, and has not been troubled
with additional colors. Light to medium
foxing, and occasional leaf‐drying stains,
yet in all, a comparatively very good
copy. The binding is handsome, tight,
and shows remarkably little wear; corner
tips showing through, but hey! The hinges are excellent, and not even ʺstartingʺ
$150
to crack. Offered here at a price seen elsewhere for much worse copies:
Flake 4108a (first published in shorter editions in 1851); Howes H721 (showing
this to be the first edition with more than 448 pages). ʺUTAH,ʺ pp. 460‐90,
includes a full history of Mormonism (such as it is in this popular‐level
production, sold by subscription). Facing the section on Texas is a map of the
West and Midwest which includes a very large ʺUTAH OR DESERETʺ territory.

Still, there was a skeleton in the closet. Mary Ann had a secret and a passion.
6

[HUMOR ‐ polygamy] ʺA Mormon Romance.ʺ Unusual front‐page fictional
SHORT STORY in the WEEKLY MERCURY AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTY ADVERTISER
(small‐town newspaper, Constantine, Michigan) for Thursday, July 20, 1871
[27:21; whole no. 1372].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good (neatly disbound; moderate toning).
Original recipient tag affixed at top corner, printed on a snippet of orange paper
designating this copy for ʺJudge of Probate.ʺ At this time, the town only had a
population of some 1,300 people.
$150
8

The charming article begins near the top of the center column of page one, and
extends down below the fold for a total of more than 12 column inches. It tells a
fun little story of ʺNehi Gibbons,ʺ a faithful industrious Mormon husband of
Mary Ann, who wants her best friend Susan to join the marriage. Victorian
propriety weakened Maryʹs manipulations, evidently, because when trying to
satisfy her repeated hints, Nehi kept marrying the wrong women. By the time he
had accumulated three wives, Mary Ann finally, ʺwith less diplomacy,ʺ
suggested . . .
ʺ. . . expressly that her choice was her bosom friend; and the power of candor
was never so well attested as on this occasion, for Mr. Gibbons answered:
ʹHad I thought Susan would have accepted me, my dear Mary Ann, I should
have made her my wife before I proposed to you!ʹ
Thus piety and patience were crowned, friendship was rewarded, Susan and
Mary Ann being lovely in life, in wedlock were not divided.

THIS TEXT APPEARS TO BE RARE. I find only a couple of other regional newspaper
printings of it (one on June 28 of the same year in the Titusville Morning Herald in
Titusville, Pennsylvania, then pop. of approx. 8,700). Not to be confused with ‐
yet conceivably inspired indirectly by ‐ Artemus Wardʹs hilarious but much
different story, ʺA Mormon Romance ‐ Reginald Gloverson,ʺ which also includes
a Susan in its punch line.
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JARMAN, W[illiam]. U.S.A. UNCLE SAMʹS ABSCESS, OR, HELL UPON
EARTH FOR U.S. UNCLE SAM. By W. Jarman, Esq., K.G.L., T.C.K., Knight of the
Grand Legion of North America, Who Suffered Twelve Years in THE MORMON HELL
ON EARTH, As One of the ʺVirgins Without Guile,ʺ and A Priest After the Order of
Melchizedek: Where POLYGAMY, INCEST, AND MURDER are Taught and Practised as
Religion Under the ʺALL SEEING EYE,ʺ and the Sign, ʺHOLINESS UNTO THE LORD.ʺ
Copyright secured in both Hemispheres.
Exeter: England, Printed at H. Leducʹs
Steam Printing Works, 1884.
18½ cm. [1]f.; [5]‐194 pp., collated COMPLETE. Original paper wrappers (printed
in brown ink and illustrated inside and out); text of the book printed in black.
An exceptionally good copy for this difficult item ‐ indeed, the best I recall
seeing in many years. (Minor faults include off‐set stains from the staples, and
a few leaves carelessly opened with small areas torn in lower margins, but
the printed backstrip is almost like new. Internally bright and clean, tight and
unworn compared to what one expects to find in this sensationalistic piece.)
Old blue rubber stamp of the venerable Shepard Book Company, Salt Lake City,
on back wrapper.
$150
9

Flake 4364. The back wrapper shows the hypocephalus plate from the Book of
Abraham. To think, that my grandfather in Utah was three years old when this
deliciously infamous, extreme anti‐Mormon potboiler was printed!
__________________________________________________
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THE LATTER‐DAY SAINTSʹ MILLENNIAL STAR. Volumes 9‐10 in one
physical volume. Liverpool: Edited and Published by Orson Spencer, 1847;
Edited and Published by Orson Pratt, 1848.
21 cm. Each volume [2 (title, index)] ff; 380 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Bound
together in three‐quarter black sheep (scraped, bumped, etc.) over very scuffed
marbled boards; original gilt‐lettered maroon leather label on spine. The
binding case is completely detached from the text block (but present, in one
strong piece), and worn, particularly at head of spine with some damage to the
extreme top inside area of the latter portion of the textʹs margin, near the spine.
Bearing the original ownership name stamped by the binder at the base of the
spine, ʺJ. Frestone.ʺ
the two volumes bound in one; condition noted: $225
The sewing of the text block is strong. Stain to title page of Volume 9, and a few
more pages with foxing or some staining, but much of the text quite clean. There
is no loss of any text, nor did I spot any underlining. Not a pretty girl, but I can
attest to her virtue.
10
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[MAP OF UTAH] United States Geological Survey. Topographic Branch.
[ʺUTAH SALT LAKE SHEET, U. S. Geological Survey, J[ohn]. W[esley]. Powell,
Director. . . . Triangulation and Topography by the King and Powell Surveys.ʺ
(1885)].
THE ORIGINAL FULL SET OF THREE COPPER PLATES ENGRAVED BY HAND
FOR THE FIRST TOPOGRAPHIC MAP of the one‐degree quadrangle of Utah
encompassing SALT LAKE CITY, PROVO and surrounding towns, mountains and
lakes (within 40‐41˚ North and 111‐112˚ West).
THREE HAND‐ENGRAVED COPPER‐ALLOY PLATES measuring 19½ X 16 inches (for the
brown‐ink printing plate showing topography, and the black‐ink printing plate
showing legends and man‐made developments); and 20⅞ X 17 inches (for the
blue‐ink printing plate showing water features).
$12,000
In near‐fine, untouched condition, as received from the U. S. G. S. offices. Light
tarnish to surfaces, more so to the topography (brown‐ink) plate which may also
have a few light scratches or marks of some kind which appear to be superficial
and amenable to conservation. No other damage or warping. No attempt has
been made to clean or polish the plates, which still exhibit their grease‐pen
identifier notations in black ink, and occasional other ink smudges.
The original USGS printed result in 1885 can be viewed online HERE. Click below
to download my FULL ILLUSTRATED DESCRIPTION OF THESE PLATES.
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SALT LAKE CITY, Fort Douglass, City Creek, Emigration Creek, Red Butte Creek.
D etail

from the original 1885 black‐ink plate, with its seamless 1896 re‐
location of the word ʺCreekʺ in ʺEmigration Creek,ʺ at lower left of image.

T

were AMONG THE FIRST
HUNDRED OR FEWER topo maps produced by the United States Geological Sur‐
vey, ENGRAVED AND PRINTED DURING ITS FIRST YEAR OF REGULAR PRODUCTION ‐ out
of thousands to chart the entire nation by the middle of the twentieth century.
HE

S ALT L AKE

QUADRANGLE PLATES AND MAP

Besides Salt Lake City and Provo, this quadrangle includes all of Utah Lake, a
small portion of the Great Salt Lake, and the towns of Farmington in the north to
Payson in the South, plus Park City, Springville, Spanish Fork, Coalville, Heber,
Kamas and other contiguous settlements). Striking contours depict steep
mountains more than 11,000 feet high in places. Each line represents an
elevation difference of 250 feet. Below is an area west of Park City (remember
that the engraving is in reverse) . . .
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Detail from the original 1885 brown‐ink plate. I have heightened the contrast of this
photograph significantly in order to show the lines more clearly. The same
approximate area appears in satellite view on Google Maps HERE.

Utah Lake (detail from the original ʺreverseʺ 1885
hydrographic ʺblue‐inkʺ plate)
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The image ABOVE‐RIGHT (photographed at an oblique angle to catch the light) shows the original 1885
black‐ink plateʹs engraving for the area around Provo, Utah. I have ʺflippedʺ that image for a mirror‐
view and enhanced its contrast in order to make it easier to compare with the 1885 black‐ink‐portion
printing of the same area, ABOVE‐LEFT.

Hydrography detail from the original 1885 blue‐ink plate, showing a region centered southwest of
Coalville, draining (at upper center) off Lewis Peak (image ʺflippedʺ horizontally from the reverse
14

engraving to show correct layout, but displaying the copper surface as photographed in bright natural
light without contrast or sharpness enhanced).

M

JOHN WESLEY POWELL (1834‐1902) explored the Colorado River
and southern Utah, among other challenging locations, and is remembered
as the respected head of the first combined entity for officially mapping and
charting the nationʹs topographic and geological features. By the time that his
ʺsurvey of the Colorado Plateau was completed in 1879,ʺ according to Gustave O.
Larson and Charles S. Peterson, ʺA virtually unknown land had been made
known, given boundaries, and labeled. Of all who gave names to the region—
Indians, Spaniards, mountain men, government officials, explorers, and
Mormons—none but the Mormons gave as many as did John Wesley Powell.ʺ
(ʺOpening the Colorado Plateau,ʺ Chapter 20 of Utahʹs History, ed. Richard D. Poll et al.
AJOR

(Provo, Utah: BYU Press, 1978), 377‐78. Image BELOW shows the inscription on the USGS
retained copy of the original 1885 printing of the map generated from these plates.)
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[Missouri] TWO ARTICLES in the TRUMPET AND UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE
. . . Published every Saturday morning . . . (newspaper format, Boston) for July 5 and
August 16, 1834.
Folio. Two complete issues, each [4] pp. Disbound and a bit of wear, but
generally very good.
$150
In the July 5 issue appears a
rare article (third page, first
column; 2 inches of small type)
which I only find referenced in
one other newspaper (the
Boston Post for June 25, 1834). It
shows
Missouri
fear
of
Mormons, including ʺa rein‐
forcement . . . coming from
Ohioʺ (Zionʹs Camp). This is a
side of the story one doesnʹt
always hear in Sunday School.
A shorter blurb in the August
16 issue (third page, third
column) accurately relays an
aftermath of this situation . . .
A portion of the Mormonites begin to have doubts of the sanctity of their leader,
Joe Smith. They have resolved to make no further exertions for the advance of
Zion, until they receive a fresh Revelation from heaven. They will wait a good
while.

I do not find that latter report elsewhere online. In an adjacent column (2; 7 col‐
umn inches) appear two articles about the BURNING OF THE URSULINE CONVENT
in that city only a few days earlier. In reaction this outrage, Joseph Smith would
write two years later as follows . . .
16

. . . quite recently,—while boasting of her light and knowledge, of her laws and
religion, as surpassed by none on earth,—has New England been guilty of
burning a Catholic convent in the vicinity of Charleston, and of scattering the
inmates to the four winds; yes, in sight of the very spot where the fire of
American Independence was first kindled, where a monument is now erecting in
memory of the battle of Bunker Hill, and the fate of the immortal Warren, who
bled, who died, on those sacred heights, to purchase religious liberty for his
country—in sight of this very spot, have the religionists of the nineteenth
century, demolished a noble brick edifice, hurling its inhabitants forth upon a
cold, unfeeling world for protection and subsistence.
Well did the Savior say concerning such, ʺby their fruits you shall know them.ʺ
And if the wicked mob who destroyed the Charleston convent, and the cool,
calculating religious lookers on, who inspired their hearts with deeds of infamy,
do not arise, and redress the wrong, and restore the injured four‐fold, they in
turn, will receive of the measure they have meted out till the just indignation of a
righteous God is satisfied. When will man cease to war with man, and wrest
from him his sacred rights of worshiping his God according as his conscience
dictates? Holy Father, hasten the day. [HC 2:465]

[catalog continues . . .
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[Missouri] ʺThe Mormons.ʺ A little‐known ARTICLE evidently taken from an
October 1838 issue of the New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, as re‐printed in a
surviving fragment now offered here of (apparently) the MISSISSIPPI FREE
TRADER AND NATCHEZ DAILY [or, WEEKLY] GAZETTE.
[Natchez,
Mississippi, no date present, but November 1838].
Bottom half (only) of a folio leaf
(probably from the second of two
leaves of a four‐page issue). Mod‐
erate staining and a little loss from
an upper corner (not affecting the
Mormon article).
$225
SEARCHING online for various exact
phrases which occur in this article, I
find it nowhere. For sake of preserva‐
tion, therefore, I will reproduce it
here. A number of its ads and legal
notices seem strongly to indicate the
newspaper title and approximate date
which I suggest above.
On this same half‐page, one sees A
DOZEN ADS OR NOTICES CONCERNING
MALE RUN‐AWAY SLAVES

(generally
young) who have escaped or who are
being held in local jails to be claimed
by their owners.
PROVENANCE: This fragment still
bears a small home‐made botanical
filing tab presumably made by Dr.

Samuel B. MEAD (born 1799; Yale, 1820; early physician, postmaster and
botanist at Augusta, Hancock County, Illinois), showing this to be one of his
random newspaper scraps used to dry plant specimens, and eventually rescued
from a western Illinois attic in the 1920s by the father of the present owner, a
longtime friend, colleague and retired bookseller. For such scraps of history
which barely manage to survive, the path from place of origin to final archive
can be precarious ‐ and long.
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bloody footprints in the snow

12

[Missouri] MORMON‐SYMPATHETIC ARTICLE in the NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER
(newspaper, Washington, D.C.) for Saturday, June 29, 1839 [XL; whole no. 5753].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Disbound with some marginal wear and slight
textual loss from the lower front corner of the first leaf (not affecting the Mormon
article).
$150

I

ʺThe Last Memory: Joseph F. Smith and Lieux de Mémoire in Late Nine‐
teenth‐Century Mormonism,ʺ Dr. Stephen C. Taysom speaks of narratives
formed and harbored by individuals who in turn become ʺsites of memoryʺ for
an entire culture (Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 48:3 [Fall 2015], 1‐23). In
such a capacity, Joseph F. Smith (born in late 1838, two weeks after the Hawnʹs
Mill Massacre; son of Hyrum Smith) eventually came ʺto include in his own
memories things that he could not have actually experienced. One incident in
particular took root in JFSʹs imagination.ʺ (10‐11). Taysom cites a 1915 talk
delivered at Salt Lake Cityʹs Eleventh Ward chapel, where Smith related the
following:
N

My own aunt, who was the wife of Don Carlos Smith . . . at midnight in the
month of November [1838], with the frost in the air and the earth frozen solid,
without time to put on her clothes . . . left prints of her feet in blood upon the
frozen soil of Missouri. [11]

Smith spoke on this subject often in his late years, referring in another
presentation to his aunt leaving ʺthe marks of her bloody feet upon the ground.ʺ
(12, citing a ʺspeech delivered at Liberty Stake conferenceʺ). Yet as Dr. Taysom
discovered, Smith provided no attribution or family tradition as a source for this
assembled memory. Details which his father had recorded in contemporary
affidavits differed on several points . . .
JFS clearly altered some of the details. Hyrum spoke of two children, JFS of
three. JFS mentions nothing of a river and Hyrum says nothing about bloody
footprints. Nevertheless, the basic structure of the story is there. JFSʹs version is
more dramatic, even darkly poetic. His memory of this story was shaped and
reshaped over the decades, polished by further horrors and traumas until it
became, in JFSʹs mind, an exquisitely sharp tool with which he could render for
himself and anyone who cared to listen a portrait of the Mormon experience in
the nineteenth century. [14]
Joseph F. Smith remembered 1830s Missouri only vicariously, ʺin the sense that the events
there had taken on personal, deeply emotional, psychological foundational meaning
for him. He remembered it as a frozen hellscape devoid of comfort, composed of ice
and fire and sheer, brutal indifference. It became for him a prototype of the larger
world.ʺ (13)
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A

(or reflection) of the bloody‐footprints‐in‐the‐snow
detail appeared in Cincinnati by mid‐June 1839 at an indignation meeting
reported variously in the press. NOW AT HAND is early national‐level coverage
reprinted less than two weeks afterward ‐ in the very city where Joseph Smith would
take his Missouri complaints to the President in person, that December. Appearing in
the first column of the editorial page (3, col. 1; 5 column inches), the newspaper
text now offered here reads in its entirety as follows (emphasis added below) . . .
MORE LIKELY SOURCE

THE MORMONS have excited a good deal of interest in Cincinnati, where one of
their sect has been giving a history of that people, and of the persecutions to
which they have been recently exposed in Missouri. It is stated in the report
given in the Cincinnati News that they were ruthlessly driven from their homes,
their property destroyed, the women and children forced into the woods,
without shelter from the inclemency of the weather of January, where they
roamed about till their feet became so sore that their enemies tracked them by
their foot‐prints of blood. The Mormons stated that there were instances where
men were murdered in cold blood, and boys who had taken shelter from the fury
of the mob were dragged from their hiding places, and, after being cruelly
maltreated, deliberately shot. In one case an old man, a soldier of the Revolution,
was pursued by a mob, but, finding he could not escape, turned and supplicated
their mercy. The reply he received was a shot from a rifle, which wounded him
mortally; he still besought them to spare him, when one of the party picked up a
scythe, or sickle, and literally hacked him to pieces as he lay on the ground.
THOMAS MORRIS, formerly U. S. Senator, addressed the meeting:
ʺHe said he had been in the vicinity of these transactions, and had taken some
pains to acquaint himself with the facts; and, from all he could learn, the
Mormons were an industrious and harmless people; that no specific charge had
been brought against them by the Executive of Missouri, but that their
persecution was for no other purpose than that their religion gave offence to a
mob—for causes which may at any time induce the same persecution of any
religious sect in our land. He said he believed the statements made to be true,
and that they were corroborated by those who resided in the vicinity of their
occurrence.ʺ

ʺthe foul and bestial mouthingsʺ of swearing Mormon freight drivers, p. 130
13

[Mormon Freighters, 1860s] Randall H. HEWITT. ACROSS THE PLAINS AND
OVER THE DIVIDE. A Mule Train Journey from East to West in 1862, and Incidents
Connected Therewith. With Map and Illustrations. By Randall H. Hewitt. New York:
Broadway Publishing Co., [1906].
19 cm. [3]ff.; iii, 521, [12 (ads)] pp. + 58 plates (counting the frontispiece) and
folding map. Painstakingly collated thus, twice. Howes calls for 58 plates but
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adds that ʺin some copies a 59th pl[ate]‐captioned ʺVariegatedʺ‐faces p. 230ʺ –
and that plate is indeed present in the copy at hand (meaning, if Mr. Howes
counted correctly, that this copy has the rare plate, but must be missing another);
plates are not listed in the book, so I have no way to check further.
Original light blue cloth lettered in red, with image of a covered wagon (in steep
descent down a perilously narrow mountain‐edge road) printed in red on paper
and affixed to front board. Binding dull with light wear to extremities and
heavier wear to the front cover paste‐on. Binding very tight and pages generally
clean and nice. However, a number of the pages were opened roughly, resulting
in a few unsightly marginal tears, but with no loss of text. The folding map is in
as‐new condition.
$100
Third, vastly‐expanded version (first published as Notes by the Way in 1863 [58
pages] and 1872). FLAKE 3973; HOWES H457 (aa rarity); GRAFF 1875; WAGNER‐
CAMP 381 (note, stating) . . .
According to Graff, Randall Hewittʹs narrative is one of the best accounts of the
Oregon Trail. Hewitt was the nephew and son‐in‐law of Christopher Hewitt,
recently appointed Chief Justice of Washington Territory, and traveled with his
family from Saint Joseph to Omaha, Fort Kearny, Fort Laramie, to the Lander
Cutoff, and through Deer Lodge and the Bitterroot Valleys over the Mullan
Military Road to the Pacific Northwest.

MORMONS, pp. 75, 89‐92, 130‐32, 139 and 215‐16. Mormon freight wagon trains
were apparently dreaded by other emigrants due to the extreme vulgarity of the
driversʹ swearing. In addition, they used massive bullwhips (pp. 131‐32, with
small woodcut illustration) that produced ʺexquisite torture on patient,
unoffending oxen.ʺ (p. 131). The effect of these obnoxious trains is described
more particularly in an earlier episode not noticed by Flake . . .
. . . A more sinister, brawling, profane gang who would cut a throat or scuttle a
ship, it would be difficult to collect together from the slums and cesspools of the
universe. Where the particular breed of biped which controlled that cavalcade
were spawned no man knoweth. It would be a gross libel on the race to call such
creatures human beings, with instincts no higher than the hyena, or credit them
with having feelings in common with anything that stood on two feet, clothed
and in the semblance of man. Fouler, viler and more blasphemous talk never in
more continuous volume flowed from the lips of beings possessed of palates
than came from those creatures, regardless of even the decencies of life.
They seemed to enjoy the bestial performance [p. 89 ends] and exhibited
demoniac glee in overwhelming the civilized people they came in unwelcome
contact with by the vulgar and obscene epithets which rolled off their tongues
like water over a cataract. The very air seemed polluted and redolent with a
nastiness exhaled from some unearthly gehenna. Words are feeble to describe
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fitly that hour or more while this foul‐mouthed crew of Salt Lake Saints were
passing. All the baser and sensual passions of men were talked over and
bandied about until they tired of the unspeakable shameful show made before
men, women and children.
It was a wonder their tongues did not blister or cleave to the roofs of their
mouths. One gentleman in his heated wrath exclaimed: ʺYou may rake hell and
skim the ocean and youʹll not find the equal of that vile crew.ʺ Emphatic, but
truthful.
The approach of this caravan was observed for some time coming down on us
from the road to the northward, indicated by a vast cloud of dust which hung
over it like smoke from a prairie fire. Two or three out‐riders, belonging to
emigrant trains, hurried along the entire emigrant line, giving warning of the
approach, and as they knew the characteristics of the outlawed species,
cautioned everybody from saying or doing anything in resentment of what was
certain to come. By common consent the whole of the emigrant trains, perhaps
covering five miles in length, halted to let this Mormon caravan pass on; and on
the outfit came, the drivers yelling, hooting, swearing, cracking their whips and
cruelly lashing their oxen, forcing them along over the road at an un‐[p. 90
ends]natural speed, many of them lame and yoke‐galled and bleeding from cuts
made by the lash or goad. They pushed on ahead rapidly and only a fetid
atmosphere gave evidence that an unclean, villainous mass had passed.
The caravan consisted of thirty‐five large freight wagons, each capable of
carrying about two or three tons and with a trailer carrying half as much.
Each wagon was drawn by from six to eight yoke of oxen with one driver and a
wagoner with each vehicle, making a crew of ninety well‐armed cutthroats of a
dangerous character to deal with. The wagons were loaded with all they could
carry of goods and all manner of merchandise bound for Salt Lake City, the
Mormon Zion.
In addition there came along behind at a more moderate speed and with less
vulgar talk several wagons provided to take a large number of Mormon recruits
to Utah. Among them was a surprising number of women, strangely attired,
half‐grown girls and children, as curious appearing and motley an assemblage as
could be imagined, recruited from foreign lands, not one talking the American
language, hardly one of them looking as though she had intelligence enough to
last her over night away from her guardian. [pp. 89‐91]

[catalog continues . . .
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. . . heard the emigrants congratulating on their safety from the Indians at last;
John Higbee came up and ordered my squad to fire; Lee, like the rest,
had firearms; no emigrants escaped; . . . [Klingensmith]
14

[Mountain Meadows Massacre] ʺThe Mountain Meadow Massacre Case.ʺ
Front‐page NEXT‐DAY TRIAL REPORTS date‐lined Beaver, Utah, July 23, 26, 27 and
August 3, in four issues of the PUBLIC LEDGER (newspaper, Philadelphia) for
July 24, 27, 28 and August 4, 1875 [LXXIX: 105, 107, 108, 114].
Folio, [4] pp. each (four complete issues). Very good; disbound. To the top of
the first page of each issue is pasted a small printed subscriberʹs slip designating
the Free Public Library of Worcester, Massachusetts.
the four issues: $225
Articles total eighteen inches of small type in all (the longest appearing in the
earliest issue). Lurid testimony includes that of PHILIP KLINGENSMITH . . .
. . . saw the women afterwards dead, with their throats cut; I saw, as I came up
to them, a man kill a young girl; the men were marched in double file first, then
thrown in single file, with soldiers alongside; . . . saw one wounded man beg for
his life, but Higbee cut his throat; the man said, ʺI would not do this to you,
Higbee;ʺ he knew him; after I fired was told to gather up the little children as I
went; I saw a large woman running toward the men, crying ʺMy husband! My
husband!ʺ a soldier shot her in the back and she fell dead; as I went on I found
wagons with wounded; went on and found children, put them in a wagon and
took them to Hamblinʹs house . . . [July 24 issue, page 1, col. 8]

ANN ELIZABETH HOAG testimony:
I was at the meeting called before Lee and the Indians started for the massacre; it
was stated at the meeting that the emigrants were to be destroyed; . . . one man
had a baby in his arms; after the first fire Lee said, ʺGive up that child;ʺ the man
replied, ʺIf I die, this child dies with me; I know you, John D. Lee, despite your
paint;ʺ Lee said he had to shoot the man and child; . . . [afterwards:] one boy, 8
years old, pointed to Indian Joe, and said, ʺThat man killed my papa; he has got
my papaʹs pants on;ʺ Lee said, ʺDonʹt talk to the children;ʺ . . . [July 27 issue,
page 1, column 8]

MRS. P. WILLIS testifies:
I saw the goods of the murdered emigrants at Cedar City; 15 or 20 wagons, 400
or 500 head of stock; I heard Haight, before the attack, ask my father the best
way to attack the [wagon]train; after the massacre I saw the property of the
emigrants in front of the tithing house in Cedar City; the Indians washed their
bloody clothing in a ditch in Cedar City; I saw the children; Higbee had a boy 7
or 8 years old; my brother had one; I saw them in 1859, at the Indian
reservation, in care of Dr. Forney; . . . the property of the emigrants at the tithing
house was sold at auction. [July 27 issue, page 1, column 8]
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GEORGE W. BRADSHAW testimony:
After the emigrants had passed Cedar [City,] orders were issued to muster a
company to bury the emigrants killed by the Indians; the witness [Bradshaw] went
with a spade to the place of rendez‐vous; Haight asked me where my gun was; I
replied, ʺDo you want a gun to bury the dead?ʺ he said, ʺYou fool, go home!ʺ after
the emigrants passed I heard Haight preach; he said if some fools had not tempered
with the Indians the emigrants would then be in their graves; bit it is all right,
because they had gone further into the net; after the massacre I heard Haight preach;
they were to say nothing about it; I saw the wagons brought back to Cedar; I saw
the children, some of them only six years old; . . .
[July 28 issue, page 1, column 8]
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Nelson, Thomas and Sons (firm, London, Edinburgh and New York). . . .
SALT LAKE CITY, with a Sketch of the Route of the Central Pacific Railroad,
from Omaha to Salt Lake City, and Thence to San Francisco. With Twelve
Illustrations from Photographs by C. R. Savage. [at head: ʺNelsonsʹ Pictorial Guide‐
Books.ʺ] T. Nelson and Sons, London, Edinburgh, and New York. Savage and
Ottinger, Salt Lake City. N.d. (but ca. 1874?)
10½ X 17 cm. 31 pp. printed in light blue, followed by the 12 plates (two of
which are parts of double‐page spreads, thus making a total of 10 views in all).
Original blue blind‐ and gilt‐decorated cloth with printed gold, brown and green
inset printed on paper and mounted within front board compartment. Binding
dull, a bit soiled and worn at extremities, yet strong; internally quite nice except
for moderate stains to title page.
$125
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Flake 5777. The illustrations really are pleasing, printed in blue tones which
make the engravings feel more like real‐life views. The two double‐page spreads
measure about 3½ X 12 inches, and are striking, wide views of Salt Lake City
from close‐up and at a distance.
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[PARK CITY, UTAH] James H. CROCKWELL. SOUVENIR OF PARK CITY. Her
Mines, Mining and Pleasure Resorts. Photographed and Copyrighted, Dec. 1891,
by Jas. H. Crockwell, Salt Lake City, Utah. The Albertype Co., N. Y.
12 X 17 cm. [17]ff., of which 15 are illustration plates. All leaves but the title leaf
are blank on verso. Original pebble‐grained red cloth decorated in black and
read, tied with red cord. A fine copy; even toning to first leaf.
$85
Not a candidate for Flake, because there is
no Mormon content. OCLC shows only
this edition, and locates a total of only
five copies, with the sole Utah example
held by BYU library. Back of title reads:
ʺIn presenting this souvenir of Park City
and her pleasure resorts (my sixth gotten
up in the West), I trust it will meet with the
same approval as my previous ones. For
the descriptive [text, on second leaf] I am indebted to C. S. Austin of Park City.
Respectfully, Jas. H. Crockwell, View Photographer, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Mining and contract viewing a specialty.ʺ Lots of small mining scenes and
pictures of buildings. A pleasing copy, ideal for any Park City resident who
values the areaʹs history.
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RUSSELL, John. CLAUDINE LAVALLE; OR, THE FIRST CONVICT. — THE
MORMONESS; OR, THE TRIALS OF MARY MAVERICK. By Professor John
Russell, of Bluffdale. Alton [Illinois]: Courier Steam Press Print, 1853.
22 cm. [1 (title; verso blank)]f.; 89 pp. collated COMPLETE + one original blank
leaf at front and another at the back; pages [35‐36] comprise an unnumbered
blank leaf separating the two novels. Original pale pinkish‐tan wrappers: front
wrapper printed in various typefaces and surrounded by an ornamental
typographic border; back wrapper blank.
Both wrappers are worn, with the front wrapper badly stained and detached, but
present and complete. Title leaf and front blank also badly stained; some dog‐
earing, etc. A professional conservator could make this into a substantially better
copy, but I think the stains will remain.
condition noted: $100
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Flake 7457; Bird Illinois Imprints 2027. Iʹm seeing about seven copies located,
only two of them west of Illinois (Church History Library and BYU). The second
novel is the one with the Mormon themes, pp. [37]‐89. Here is a sampling of its
delicious histrionics . . .
The Judge quickly revived, and sat up. Happily, the thunder clap awoke the
mother, who hastily put on her clothes and repaired to the sick room.
All the remaining part of that long, long night, the patient raved in delirium. It
was now, for the first time, that his wife and parents became aware of the visit of
the Mormon preacher to young Maverick, in the field. His ravings disclosed to
them the startling fact, that the awful denunciations and warnings of the aged
priest had unsettled his reason, and were still preying upon his life. In his
delirium, the sick man repeated all that the Mormon had uttered, and often
called aloud to the old man, imploring him, in the most moving terms, to have
mercy upon him, and spare him from the doom he had pronounced.
In the course of the night, his ravings suddenly changed. He now imagined
that father and mother, wife and child, had all resolved to leave him if he united
with the Mormons, and he implored his wife, by the memory of their early
love—by all his undying affection for her, and for their only child, not to cast him
off. His supplications to Mary were heartrending, and almost beyond her
powers of endurance, . . . [p. 62 (mis‐numbered ʺ26ʺ)]

[catalog continues . . .
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In looking over it from the mountains, it resembles a settlement of Irishmen
around some public works—however, every one is neat, comfortable,
and in perfect order. The citizens are orderly, well
disposed, civil and intelligent.
18

SQUIRE, James E. SUPERB ORIGINAL FORTY‐NINER OVERLAND TRAVEL ACCOUNT
with DESCRIPTION OF SALT LAKE CITY, later noticed and reprinted by Dale Morgan.
HERE FIRST PUBLISHED. ROCHESTER DAILY ADVERTISER (newspaper,
Rochester, New York) for Wednesday morning, October 10, 1849.
Folio, [4] pages (complete issue). Moderate wear to some edges but very good;
disbound with the two leaves separating from one another (the Squire article in
excellent condition).
$1,200

EXTREMELY RARE IF NOT UNIQUE. OCLC locates NO ORIGINAL SURVIVING PRINT
COPIES of this newspaper issue in any library. Dale Morgan (see below) credited
the Rochester Public Library which on OCLC claims only to have a microfilm
copy.
–After appearing in this newspaper (originally sent as a manuscript letter by the
author in Salt Lake to his friend in Rochester, who in turn relayed it to the
editor), Squireʹs account seems never to have been published separately in
monograph form.
–It was noticed a century afterward by DALE MORGAN, who included it as item
IV in his article, ʺLetters by Forty‐Niners Written from Great Salt Lake City in
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1849, Edited by Dale L. Morganʺ in the Western Humanities Review 3 (April
1949), 98‐116 (the Squire letter comprising pp. 106‐110, and constituting one of
eight such letters thus reproduced by Morgan).
–Morganʹs article was then issued as an off‐print (same page layout and
numbering) in the form of a nineteen‐page booklet without date, in dark green
wrappers printed with the same title as above, followed by the name of
ʺDAWSONʹS BOOK SHOP, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.ʺ

T

now at hand fills an entire column and a half of this
rare newspaperʹs second page (32½ column inches of small type), including
the editorʹs introductory paragraph entitled ʺLetter from a Californian.ʺ ʺWe are
indebted,ʺ he explains,
HE ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

to the politeness of Col. Noble, of this city, for the privilege of publishing the
following letter, received by him from James E. Squire, Esq., who left this city for
California last spring, by the overland route. The letter will be read with interest
by the friends and acquaintances of Mr. Squire, more especially as a rumor was
current some time after he left, that he had died of cholera. He is undoubtedly
ere this in the gold regions, as his letter bears date of July 18, at the Great Salt
Lake. This is the first letter we have seen from any of our citizens who have
taken the western overland route:—

Mr. SQUIRE indeed shows up in William F. Peckʹs History of Rochester and Monroe
County, New York (NY & Chicago: Pioneer Pub. Co., 1908), p. 365 as a member of
the Rochester bar in 1845. He was noticed again briefly (but from Dale Morganʹs
1949 article) by Western trail historian John D. UNRUH, Jr. in The Plains Across:
The Overland Emigrants and the Trans‐Mississippi West, 1840‐60 (Urbana &
Chicago: Univ. of Illinois Press, [1979]), p. 518, n.99.
You can read the entire letter (as published by Dale Morgan in 1949) at:
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822035076900;view=1up;seq=12
Squireʹs original letter was dated from the ʺCity of the Great Salt Lake,ʺ July 18,
1849. Here are my lengthy samplings, proof‐read carefully from the actual 1849
newspaper presently on my desk:
Although I journeyed nearly two weeks in the midst of the cholera, yet I escaped
untouched, and have enjoyed very fine health since I started on this journey.—
My constitution is robust and vigorous, and I have an appetite like a shark, but I
can assure you that it has been obtained by great hardship and fatigue. Do not,
for Godʹs sake, ever start, or let your friends start, on this route. It is attended
with inconceivable hardship and difficulties, and it is far preferable to go around
the Cape, (if you cannot go across the Isthmus), or even to go by way of China.
We have an ox and a horse team, but they have had it so hard in drawing our
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provisions and baggage, that we have performed the whole distance on foot,
averaging about 20 miles per day, besides the extra travel on account of hunting,
getting lost from the train, &c. Our oxen have performed well, and would do
much better than horses or mules if their feet did not get sore.
. . . Court‐House Bluffs . . . is 700 or 800 hundred feet in length from east to west,
and probably 300 or 400 wide and 250 feet high, and there are terraces worn
around so that it resembles very well a Court‐House, with cupalo, roof, &c. I
went to it and ascended to the top. It appeared to be only one or two miles from
the road, but we found it 8, the way we went. It is only from to 2 to 8 feet wide
on top, and some 200 or 300 long. It is composed of marl and sand, and so hard
as to form a kind of rock, and is capped with a kind of lime‐stone, which
probably has preserved it from the action of the elements. Chimney Rock, which
is some 35 or 40 miles above, resembles precisely a tunnel set upon the large end.
It is some 450 feet in height . . .
The “Devil’s Gate,” five miles from Independence Rock, is a curiosity. It is a
gorge in the mountains where the Sweet Water passes through. It is 60 to 80 rods
through, 60 to 100 feet wide, and from 400 to 600 feet high. The water runs
through pretty rapidly and makes a great noise. Above this a few miles is what is
called the Ice Swamp. It is a kind of ravine, extending from the river in a south‐
westerly direction to the mountains; the bottom is soft, and upon digging
through the turf, which is a kind of peat, about a foot and a half, you come to as
pure and perfect ice as you ever saw, varying from two inches to six in thickness.
The soil is a thick, soft mud beneath. It was a warm day when we were there, and
I saw a great many sick emigrants on the road afterwards, from the effects of
eating the ice. I did not eat much, as I thought it had a sort of saline or alkaline
taste, and inasmuch as I had suffered two days of pretty severe sickness some
way back from the effects of alkaline water. The Sweet Water runs from the
South Pass in nearly an easterly course. we followed up the valley to within 10
or 12 miles of the Pass. After we left the Sweet Water, we ascended some pretty
high hills, and from the rarity and coldness of the atmosphere, we realized that
we were at a great elevation.

In the paragraph immediately above, we can note the advantages (however
trifling) of having the original at hand in place of a secondary editor ‐ even one
so competent and worthy as Dale Morgan who missed the three words I have
place in bold type here, and who elected to correct the newspaperʹs beginning (as
I show it from the actual paper) of the penultimate sentence in this selection.
Morgan adds valuable details, on the other hand, such as the precise elevation of
7,550 feet, and a note that Squireʹs ʺ. . . remarks about the Ice Swamp constituted
a great novelty for the newspapers of 1849, and were widely reprinted. The ʹice
swampʹ soon disappeared after the livestock of the Forty‐niners stripped away
the protecting cover of grass.ʺ (Morgan, 108, n.20). Then, through the expected
tough terrain and down into the Great Basin . . .
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In many places these rocky cliffs were from three to six thousand feet above us.
We descended from one of these canons directly into the valley of the Salt Lake,
about three miles south east of the city. There is a kind of table land or bank
about three miles in width, sloping from the base of the mountains to the valley.
The city is situated immediately under this bank, and extends three miles west
towards the Utah outlet, and is three miles north and south. The city is entirely
fenced around, and is laid out in ten acre blocks, which are subdivided into lots
of 1½ acres each. These lots are not all built upon, but the land is entirely
cultivated. There are probably 500 houses, one story high, and small, and either
built of logs or adobes. In looking over it from the mountains, it resembles a
settlement of Irishmen around some public works—however, every one is neat,
comfortable, and in perfect order. The citizens are orderly, well disposed, civil
and intelligent. The streets are good, wide, and have generally a stream of water
running down each side, coming from their irrigating works.
The whole of the improved land is irrigated by the water coming from these
caverns in the mountains. There is, I presume, 20 miles of ditch around and in
the city for this purpose. The water is very pure, and conducted to every acre of
ground in the city. They are just cutting wheat; it is a tolerable crop, pretty short
straw but well filled. There are farms some distance from here that are said to
raise from 30 to 36 bushels to the acre. Vegetation of all kinds is very thrifty and
luxuriant, but still they cannot raise anything here without irrigation.
They have had no rain here since spring, and it is intolerably hot. All vegetation
that is not irrigated is parched and dried up, except upon the low and valley
land, which produces very good and abundant grass. . . . There is a remarkable
spring about one mile north of the city, which is sulphurous, and at least 110
degrees in temperature, and is the most luxurious bathing in a cold time I ever
saw. . . .
There are probably 500 teams on this route, and not less than 20,000 persons.
We are quite in advance of the main part of the emigrants—not over 1,500
[a]head of us. We hear that there is great distress behind on account of lack of
food, and sickness among the emigrants. The emigrants and cattle are dying by
thousands; the cholera is in the rear of the train. It followed us about 300 miles,
since which time we have not seen a case. Game has been abundant, principally
elk, buffalo and antelope. I can tell you some long and interesting yarns about
buffalo and antelope hunting, and will some time when we are in the back room
of a saloon in Rochester—some time when I have more leisure than at present.
We hear very favorable and flattering accounts from the gold regions by the
Mormons.
Yours &c.,
J. E. S.
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THE WESTERN GALAXY. (An Illustrated
Magazine) Published Monthly by E. W.
Tullidge, 50 W. Second South St., Salt Lake
City, U.T., 1888.
23½ cm. The complete run of 464, [1] pp.
(plus ads) consisting of the four numbers
issued in three, dated March – June 1888.
MODERN HEAVY BLACK BUCKRAM CLOTH, with
most of the original wrappers bound in.
Text nearly fine, light wear to wrappers.
Includes the four finely‐engraved portrait
plates of R C. CHAMBERS, Moses THATCHER,
Brigham YOUNG (seated), and Lorin FARR,
all in fine, clean condition.
$125
Flake 9706.
Scarce, and with valuable
Western historical content.
This title
continued Tullidgeʹs earlier Quarterly
Magazine, if only for a season.
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[YOUNG, Brigham] Early POSTCARD printed
in colors with portrait and caption: ʺ1801
Brigham Young 1877 Frank H. Leib, publ.
Salt Lake City. No. 962. Copyright 1904 by
F. H. Griebʺ (with 1904 use).
14 X 9 cm. (5½ X 3½ inches). Undivided
back, addressed to C. H. Van Cott in
Amherst, Wisconsin.
Salt Lake City
postmark June 20; Amherst postmark upon
receipt on June 23, 1904. Printed on semi‐
glossy stock. Moderate wear.
$30
Inscribed on the front by Oshkosh
businessman L. H. VAN COTT, noting that he
had visited Brigham Youngʹs grave on June
19, the day before mailing this card.
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