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ASBURY, Henry. REMINISCENCES OF QUINCY, ILLINOIS, Containing
Historical Events, Anecdotes, Matters Concerning Old Settlers and Old Times, Etc.
Quincy, Ill.: D. Wilcox & Sons, Printers, 1882.
23 cm. 224 pp. counting frontispiece leaf showing Adams County Court House.
Index, pp. [219]‐224. Very old private binding or rebinding in blue cloth with red
morocco gilt‐lettered spine labels. Very good; a solid copy with minor flaws.
Collated COMPLETE.
$50
Flake 208 (only contemporary edition), noticing ʺSympathetic feeling of local
people on the death of Joseph Smith, p. {157}‐69.ʺ This is a substantial section,
ʺCHAPTER XIV. OF THE CONDUCT OF QUINCY CONCERNING THE MORMON WAR—
QUINCY PUT RIGHT BY ONE WHO KNOWS.ʺ The author was a first‐hand witness and
participant in much of the history he reports. His text is naturally more
analytical at times ‐ and far more involved and detailed ‐ than a cursory sum‐
mation can portray here. He was part of a committee who raised relief funds for
destitute Mormons who had crossed the Mississippi from Illinois into Iowa in
1846.
I find ADDITIONAL MORMON CONTENT on pages 75‐76, 80‐81, 110, and 153‐56.
Here is something that is bound to please:
As we have stated, during the winter of 1837‐8, a large number of the Mormon
people upon their expulsion from Missouri arrived at Quincy. There was much
suffering and destitution among them, including women and children. Quincy
did for them all she could do in the way of relief and in giving employment to
those of the men who desired work. The first humble cottage owned by the
writer was partly built by some of these Mormons. Not long after the first body
of these people reached here, Joe Smith himself and Sydney Rigdon and others of
their leading men, came here also. Rigdon, who was one of the most eloquent
men of his day, preached here frequently, and always to large audiences. Smith
kept very quiet and was not much seen in public. The winter passed in quietness
and the Mormons were on their good behavior. Old Daddy Smith and his aged
wife, Joe Smithʹs father and mother, rented the house, or a part of it, situated on
the northeast corner of Sixth and Hampshire streets, and set up a sort of
museum of curiosities, consisting mainly of several mummies from Egypt.
The old lady charged ten cents admittance and acted as exhibitor, explaining
who and what each object really was. I am now unable to accurately give even
the substance of these explanations by the old lady, but in substance they
amounted to an assertion that one or more of the mummies was one of the
Pharoahs [sic] or kings of Egypt, and there belonged to him some hieroglyphics
or writings upon papyrus, which she said in some way proved the truth of
Mormonism or something tending in that direction. The show did not seem to
pay and did not run long here. However uncanonical and doubtful Joe Smithʹs
revelations might have appeared to others, his old father and mother no doubt
believed them all. [153 (emphasis added)]
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The author prints the text of a Nauvoo City Council ordinance passed December
12, 1843, ʺthat the Mayor of the City be and is herby authorized to sell or give
spirits, or any quantity, as he in his wisdom shall judge to be for the health,
comfort or convenience of such travelers or other persons, as shall visit his house
from time to time.ʺ Signed by Joseph Smith, Mayor, and Willard Richards,
Recorder (p. [157]). Yes, this appears in the official History of the Church as well
(6:111).
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BAIRD, Robert. RELIGION IN AMERICA; Or, An Account of the Origin,
Progress, Relation to the State, and Present Condition of the Evangelical Churches in the
United States. With Notices of the Unevangelical Denominations[.] By Robert Baird,
Author of ʺLʹUnion de LʹEglise avec LʹEtat dans la Nouvelle Angleterre.ʺ New‐York:
Published by Harper & Brothers, 1844.
22 cm. xii, [9]‐343 pp., collated complete. Rebound in brown buckram with plain
heavy white endpapers. Medium foxing throughout; fore‐edge of title
darkened; occasional creases.
$40
Flake 252, showing only one copy of this revised American version in Utah (BYU
Library), but also showing the original Glasgow & Edinburgh edition held by
several Utah institutions. The author dismisses the Mormons by placing them
near the end of the book (pp. 285‐86) between the Shakers and atheists, all of
whom he seems to despise without favoritism. ʺNor would we put the Jews, or
even the more serious part of the Universalists, on the same level with
ʹSocialists,ʺ ʹShakers,ʹ and ʹMormons.ʹʺ (p. 270).
But the Book of Mormon, which they do not consider so much in the light of a
substitute for Holy Scriptures as of a supplement to them, does not contain all
Joseph Smithʹs revelations; a 12mo volume, of about 250 pages, called The Book of
Covenants and Revelations, and filled with the silliest things imaginable, of all
sorts, has been added to it by way of another supplement. Thoroughly to
comprehend the whole system, however, one must read Mr. Parley P. Prattʹs
ʺVoice of Warning,ʺ for he is an oracle among the Mormons, and also the
newspaper which they publish as an organ for the dissemination of their
doctrines. We may add, that, aided by his wonderful spectacles, Smith is making
a new translation of the Bible, although quite unacquainted with Hebrew and
Greek! [p. 285]
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BENNETT, John C[ook]. (1804‐1867; Assistant President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter‐day Saints, Mayor of Nauvoo, Major General of the Nauvoo
Legion; medical doctor, accused adulterer & abortionist and ʺSaintly Scoundrelʺ):
THE HISTORY OF THE SAINTS; Or,
An Exposé of JOE SMITH AND
MORMONISM.
By John C. Bennett.
Boston: Leland & Whiting, 71 Washing‐
ton St.; New York: Bradbury, Soden, &
Co., 127 Nassau Street.; Cincinnati: E. S.
Norris & Co., 247 Main Street., 1842.
18.7 cm. (binding, 19.3 cm. = 7½ inches
tall). ii, 344 pages (four of the plates
counted in the pagination) plus the fine
engraved portraits of Bennett and Joseph
Smith (each with its original tissue guard
still present ). Collated COMPLETE, with
all pages and all six plates; two flyleaves
at the front, one at the back (as issued) and the attractive original light brown
endpapers front and back. Medium foxing or staining throughout and some
marginal paper tears; small ʺVʺ‐shaped bits gone from lower blank margin areas
of pp. 79‐130. All text, plates and pages are present.
BINDING: Original blind‐stamped dark brown cloth; spine plain without letter‐
ing (as issued) and with the lurid come‐on title stamped in bold gold letters on
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the front board: ʺMORMONISM EXPOSED BY JOHN C. BENNETT.ʺ Spine
caps and board extremities expertly restored, preserving most of (and blending
into) the original cloth. Respectable and complete. Tight and strong, yet opens
easily.
$1,200

FIRST EDITION. Flake 404; Howes B358; Graff 262; Sabin 4733; Woodward 13.
ON July 8, 1842,ʺ wrote David O. McKayʹs niece (a century after the fact),
the Sangamo Journal in Springfield [Illinois] published the most sensational extra
of its career. John C. Bennett, next to the prophet the most celebrated figure in
Nauvoo, had been excommunicated from the Mormon Church and was writing
the editor a series of letters the like of which the latter, in all his years of sifting
scandal, libel, and election hoaxes, had never seen before.
ʺI write you now from the Mormon Zion, the city of the Saints,ʺ Bennett began
the first letter, ʺwhere I am threatened with death by the Holy Joe, and his Danite
band of murderers.ʺ Calling the prophet everything from an outrageous libertine
to a foul and polluted murderer, Bennett heaped story upon story until he made
Nauvoo a name to rank with Sodom and Gomorrah. His subsequent letters were
published at irregular intervals up to the end of September, when they appeared,
collected and revised, in a book called The History of the Saints: or, An Exposé of Joe
Smith and Mormonism.
The long catalogue of Bennettʹs accusations was republished in the leading
American newspapers. ʺThe whole thing,ʺ said the New York Herald on July 24, ʺis
full of philosophy, fun, roguery, religion, truth, falsehood, fanaticism, and
philosophy. Read the following extracts, put your trust in the Lord, and learn
how to restrain your passions.ʺ
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Bennett accused Joseph of setting up a despotism on the frontier which aimed to
overthrow the Western states and establish an empire with himself as king. This
was to be accomplished through the Legion, which, Bennett said (skirting his
own peculiar responsibility in the matter), had secured thirty cannon and
immense quantities of small arms from the state of Illinois.
[ –Fawn M. Brodie, No Man Knows My History (NY, Alfred A. Knopf, 1945), 314]

T

was to become ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL ANTI‐MORMON BOOKS
EVER PUBLISHED. It contained damaging accusations which included
Mormon prostitution and polygamy (spiritual wifery) and murder by the Danite
band.
Bennettʹs
shocking
ʺrevelationsʺ may have helped
directly to fuel the fires of
mobocracy which, within two
years of this publication,
culminated in the murders of
Joseph and Hyrum Smith.
Indeed, the effects of this book
continued to hurt the Church
for generations.
HIS

ILLUSTRATIONS:
Graff and
Howes provide inaccurate
information on the plates, and
Flake provides incomplete in‐
formation. The book contains
six illustrations: the fine engraved portraits of Bennett and Smith (two extra
leaves, on heavier paper, not counted in the pagination), and four simple
engravings (on regular paper as part of the book, counted in the pagination; one
is a verso and three are rectos, [seen by their implied page numbers below]; their
opposite sides are blank): Plan of the City of Nauvoo, including small inset views
of the temple & baptismal font, p. [188]; Daughter of Zion, showing a large
number of people in the temple, Joseph Smith wearing a miter, p. [263];
Destroying Angel, portraying an apparent execution by Danites in the temple, p.
[269]; and Order Lodge, with a nude person kneeling before an altar in the
temple, Hyrum Smith presiding, p. 273.

[continues . . . ]
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The all‐important engraved plate
of Joseph Smith appears on heavy
paper, between pages 56 and 57.
The earliest and perhaps most
accurate original portrait of Joseph
had evidently been made by
Sutcliffe Maudsley in Nauvoo on
June 25, 1842; Josephʹs own diary
referred to that event. The image
was obviously available to John C.
Bennett, since the portrait in this
book was clearly done after
Maudsley, and bears that artistʹs
name.
Incredibly, a defective example of
this book brought $1,870.00 at the
famous Lyn Knight auction in Salt
Lake City held on the evening of
November 20, 1999 ‐ even though
its badly‐worn binding had come
loose and the all‐important portrait
of Joseph Smith was missing. I
would not have suggested that it should bring such a price, but sex and violence
sell. For good or for evil, this book has remained a sensation for more than 170
years.

BACK COVER
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But the moment he consulted his Urim and Thummim, and the spirit was upon him,
his face brightened up, his eye shone and sparkled as living fire . . .
4

BROWNSON, O[restes]. A[ugustus]. THE SPIRIT‐RAPPER; An Autobiography.
By O. A. Brownson, Author of ʺCharles Elwood.ʺ Boston: Little, Brown and
Company. London: Charles Dolman, 1854.
19½ cm.

xi, 402 pp.
Collated
COMPLETE. Two smaller‐format sets
of Dolman ads ([7], 24 pp.) tipped in
at the end. Light yellow endpapers.
Original publisherʹs grayish‐blue
blind‐decorated cloth; gilt‐lettered
spine with Dolman imprint at base.
Unobtrusive contemporary em‐
bossed oval ownership stamp of
ʺHugh Allen, Stock and Share
Dealer, Belfastʺ on front free end‐
paper and on title page.
Early
ownership inscription obliterated
from front free endpaper.
Bookplate of ʺT. J. Ringʺ affixed to
front paste‐down with ms. number
360. Subsequent oval ownership
stamp (on the bookplate and in
lower margins of pages 1 and 402) of
THE GREATER WORLD ASSOCIATION,
3 Lansdowne Road, London. Mr. Ring, upon presenting this book to that
association (in 1932 or later), thoughtfully affixed his colorful tag at the base of
the title page, obscuring the Dolman name in the imprint (see illustration further
below).
With all these details, this remains a very good and attractive copy of a most
obscure book! I dare speculate that there is not likely a better copy around. The
text is clean throughout, with only some pencil notes.
the two rare books: $2,500
FIRST EDITION. NOT IN FLAKE. Wright, American Fiction 404. OCLC locates only
four or five copies in libraries worldwide, with only one in the Western
Hemisphere, and none in the United States (British Library & British Library
Reference Collections; Universitatsbibliothek Tuebingen; Biblioteca Nazionale
Centrale [Rome]; and Université du Québec à Trois‐Rivières). JOSEPH SMITH and
MORMONISM are discussed on pages 164‐67, 229, 291 and 306.
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LINES COMPOSED IN EARLY AUTUMN, while cataloging this copy of The Spirit‐Rapper:
THERE is a place ʹpreparing
In Satanʹs Infer‐no,
Where those who paste their names
In all their books must go.

It shall not seem a resting
Or solitary place,
With names of other people
Tattooed across their face.

BROWNSONʹS MOST REMARKABLE COMMENTS on JOSEPH SMITH begin below . . .
Swedenborg . . . fancied himself a prophet, and capable of teaching angels
as well as men. But he held the power he found himself able to exercise, to be
good as well as supernatural.
10

The same was the case with Joe Smith, an idle, shiftless lad, utterly incapable of
conceiving, far less of executing the project of founding a new church. He was
ignorant, illiterate, and weak, and of bad reputation. I knew his family, and even
him also, in my boyhood, before he became a prophet. He [p. 164 ends] was one
of those persons in whose hand the divining rod will operate, and he and others
of his family spent much time in searching with the rod for watercourses,
minerals, and hidden treasures. Every mesmerizer would at once have
recognized him as an impressible subject. He also could throw himself, by
artificial means, that of a peculiar kind of stone, which he called his Urim and
Thummim, into the sleep‐waking state, in which only would he or could he
prophesy. In that state he seemed another man. Ordinarily his look was dull,
and heavy, almost stupid; his eye had an inexpressive glare, and he was rough,
and rather profane. But the moment he consulted his Urim and Thummim, and
the spirit was upon him, his face brightened up, his eye shone and sparkled as
living fire, and he seemed instinct with a life and energy not his own. He was in
those times, as one of his apostles assured me,ʺ awful to behold.ʺ
Much nonsense has been vented by the press about the origin of his Bible, or
the Book of Mormon. The most ridiculous as well as the most current version of
the affair is, that the book was originally written as a novel, by one Spalding, a
Presbyterian minister in Pennsylvania, and that Joe got hold of the manuscript
and published it as a new Bible. This version is refuted by a simple perusal of
the book itself, which is too much and too little to have had such an origin. In his
normal state, Joe Smith could never have written the more striking passages of
the Book of Mormon; and any man capa‐[p. 165 ends]ble of doing it, could never
have written any thing so weak, silly, utterly unmeaning as the rest. No man
ever dreamed of writing it as a novel, and whoever had produced it in his
normal state, would have made it either better in its feebler parts, or worse in its
stronger passages.
The origin of the book was explained to me by one of Joeʹs own elders, on the
authority of the person who, as Joeʹs amanuensis, wrote it. From beginning to
end, it was dictated by Joe himself, not translated from plates, as was generally
alleged, but apparently from a peculiar stone, which he subsequently called his
Urim and Thummim, and used in his divination. He placed the stone in his hat,
which stood upon a table, and then taking a seat, he concealed his face in his hat
above it, and commenced dictating in a sleep‐waking state, under the influence
of the mysterious power that used or assisted him. I lived near the place where
the book was produced. I had subsequently ample means of investigating the
whole case, and I availed myself of them to the fullest extent. For a considerable
time the Mormon prophets and elders were in the habit of visiting my house.
They hoped to make me a convert, and they spoke to me with the utmost
frankness and unreserve.
Numerous miracles, or what seemed to be miracles—such miracles as evil
spirits have power to perform—and certain marvellous cures were alleged to be
wrought by the prayers and laying on of the [p. 166 ends] hands of the Mormon
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elders. Some of these were wrought on persons closely related and well known
to me personally; and I have heard others confirmed by persons of known
intelligence and veracity, whose testimony was as conclusive for me as would
have been my own personal observation. That there was a superhuman power
employed in founding the Mormon church, cannot easily be doubted by any
scientific and philosophic mind that has investigated the subject; and just as little
can a sober man doubt that the power employed was not Divine, and that
Mormonism is literally the Synagogue of Satan. [pp. 164‐67]

F

of how Orestes BROWNSON became an influential source
of later European and American ideas of SATANIC MORMON ORIGINS, see
Massimo Introvigne, SATANISM: A SOCIAL HISTORY (Leiden and Boston:
Brill, 2016), pp. 101 ff. In The Spirit‐Rapper, as Introvigne explains,
OR A DISCUSSION

. . . the author described in a sensational form his itinerary as a social reformer
interested in Spiritualism until his conversion to Catholicism in 1844,
coincidentally the same year of the assassination of the founder of the Mormons,
Joseph Smith (1805‐1844). . . .
.....
There was no doubt: for Brownson, Smith was under the influence of a
ʹsuperhuman power,ʹ thanks to which he and the Mormon elders produced
ʹmiraclesʹ and ʹcertain marvelous cures.ʹ This mysterious power was the Devil.
Brownson concluded that Mormonism, inexplicable with purely natural
arguments, came directly from Satan. [Introvigne, 101]

A MAJOR STEP in Brownsonʹs influence
on such thinking in Europe occurred
when The Spirit‐Rapper appeared in
French. This occurred, as Introvigne
points out, ʺ[i]n 1862, while [Joseph]
Bizouard was completing his work . . .ʺ
It was from Brownson, in fact, that
ʺ. . . Bizouard took his inspiration . . .
In later works, Brownson was more
nuanced about the demonological
interpretation of Mormonism, with‐
out abandoning it altogether.ʺ (Intro‐
vigne, 101‐2. Portrait of Brownson, at
LEFT, painted by G. P. A. Healy, 1863
–Wikimedia Commons). ʺBizouard,ʺ
meanwhile,
guided by Brownson, found further
confirmations of the demonological
interpretation of Mormonism in
12

[Jules] Rémy. Kind as he was to the Mormons, the French traveler could not fail to
include in his account their arch‐heretical doctrines. Bizouard also criticized the
opinion presented by Father Jacques‐Paul Migne (1800‐1875) in his celebrated
Dictionary of the Religions of the World, which explained Mormonism merely with
ʺavarice and fanaticism.ʺ These causes, Bizouard insisted, were not sufficient and
in the success of the Mormons we must see ʺthe actions of a supernatural power,ʺ
the Devil. [Introvigne, 102, citing Joseph Bizouard, Des Rapports de lʹhomme avec le
Démon. Essai historique et philosophique (Paris: Gaume Frères and J. Duprey, 1864; 6
volumes), 6:111‐127.]

H

to accompany the rare Spirit‐Rapper offered above, is a charming
example just received from France of the equally rare and influential
LʹEsprit Frappeur . . .

◊

ERE NOW,

BROWNSON, O[restes]. A[ugustus]. LʹESPRIT FRAPPEUR[;] Scènes du Monde
Invisible, Par Le Dr A. Brownson. Ouvrage Traduit de LʹAnglais. Paris and Tournai:
H. Casterman, 1862.
16.8 cm. [7], 8‐230, [2 (ads)] pp.
Collated COMPLETE. Series note
on half‐title:
ʺLes Romans
honnêtes.ʺ
Endleaves printed
with ads in red surrounded by
intricate ornamental borders in
green. Original flexible bead‐
grained blind‐decorated brown
CLOTH WRAPPERS;
gilt‐stamped
title on spine and front cover.
The vulnerable binding remains
in very good, clean condition; a
pleasing ephemeral survival.
FIRST EDITION IN FRENCH of
The Spirit Rapper. NOT IN FLAKE.
OCLC locates only five copies in
libraries worldwide, with only
one in the Western Hemisphere,
and none in the United States
(Bibliothèque Nationale [Paris];
Bibliothèque Municipale de Lyon [France]; Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen
[Netherlands]; Universiteit Maastricht [Netherlands]; and lʹUniversité du
Québec à Trois‐Rivières).
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FLEXIBLE CLOTH WRAPERS, BEAD‐GRAINED, BLIND DECORATED, GILT‐STAMPED IN 1862.
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The principal MORMON CONTENT in this smaller‐font French publication appears
on pages 103‐105.
CAN we take Brownson at his word? Did he actually meet Joseph Smith? I
doubt it, since he admits in his Preface to the first edition (dated August 11, 1854)
that this book ʺ. . . is not a novel; it is not a romance; it is not a biography of a
real individual; . . . and yet it perhaps has some elements of them all, thrown
together in just such a manner as best suited my convenience, or my purpose.
ʺI wanted to write a book, easy to write and not precisely hard to read, on the
new superstition, or old superstition under a new name, . . .ʺ (page v)

[catalog continues . . . ]
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the Bancroft Companyʹs own copies of these unique survivals

5

CALIFORNIA POLITICAL RECORD. Politics! — Simplified! Purified! — Dignified!
Early, generally UNIQUE EXAMPLES of this short‐lived but large‐format reformist
weekly newspaper which was published in San Francisco from 1882 to 1884.
Offered here: EIGHTEEN ISSUES from the first half of 1882:
January 28; February 4, 11, 18, 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29;
May 6, 20, 27; and June 3, 1882. [1:4‐18, 20‐22].
Large folio (23 X 16 inches). Eighteen issues, each complete and paged [1]‐4;
thus 72 pages in all. Masthead device shows a climbing workman wielding a
hammer to affix the American flag to the top of a pole. Numerous small
engraved portraits of local political leaders. One larger (6 X 9 inches) front‐page
engraving gives a BIRDʹS‐EYE VIEW OF THE NEW CITY HALL (which would be
destroyed by the earthquake of 1906) . . .

ENLARGE ON YOUR SCREEN FOR DETAIL

All issues except for April 1 and 22 bear inscriptions or tags (either ms. or
printed) designating these copies for the firm of BANCROFT AND COMPANY at 721
Market Street, owned by historian Hubert Howe Bancroft and his brother Albert.
The April 22 issue with the view of City Hall, on the other hand, bears a pre‐
printed orange tag for long‐time San Francisco newspaperman ʺHammond[,]
H Tʺ at 318 Pine St. The illustration in the paper itself is too detailed to
reproduce in full density here, but SEE BELOW for a tiny portion of this same
16

picture to suggest something of the original
clarity of engraving in the newspapers
offered here.
These issues are neatly disbound (with six
stab‐holes along the inner blank margins
where once sewn). All are in very good or
better condition, and the paper is not brittle.
the eighteen rare issues: $1,250
RARE and PRIMARILY UNIQUE, evidently
being the only copies known to exist of
fourteen out of the eighteen issues now
offered here. OCLC finds ONLY FOUR of these
issues surviving in libraries today (in one
single hard‐copy of each), as follow:
– January 28 and February 4, 1882, held by the California State Library.
– April 22 and June 3, 1882, held by the California Historical Society.

T

is a highly‐detailed weekly paper with extensive local San Francisco
political reports, biographies, legislation and daily issues of concern.
Particular attention is given to Chinese labor and immigration problems, edu‐
cation, practical local civic management & fees, and personalities. Coverage is
augmented with broader California and national news topics, but the heavy
focus remains on the Bay area. In addition, these extremely rare issues contain
COLORFUL ORIGINAL CONTENT ON MORMONS, primarily with reference to
polygamy, on which the editor comments frequently and trenchantly . . .
HIS

MORMON CONTENT, the majority of which is original to this newspaper:
( ◊ symbol indicates issues of which no other copies seem to have survived).
□ January 28, 1882: Page 2, column 7: 2 column inches on Mormon polygamy,
suggesting that Mormons are laughing and unconcerned about anti‐polygamy
legislation because ʺa large numberʺ of American congressmen are ʺpractical
Mormonsʺ (i.e., non‐monogamous), and ʺ. . . Mormon spies have them all listed
for exposure if they dare vote for such a measure.ʺ Appears to be original
editorial summary by this newspaper (as opposed to copied material; the phrase
above does not appear on Google).
□ February 4: Page 2, col. 6: quick blurb on ʺPOLYGAMY,ʺ observing ʺ. . . that
Washington is in some respects about as bad as Salt Lake City.ʺ (This phrase had
already appeared in the Charlotte Observer on January 19, 1882.)
17

◊

February 11: Page 2, col. 6: ʺMORMONISM,ʺ 3 column inches on proposed
legislation requiring Mormons in Congress to take an ʺironclad oathʺ that they
have never been bigamists. This paper adds a sentence which appears to be
original editorial comment: ʺWe think it will be very late in the day, or year,
when Congress passes any anti‐Mormon bill.ʺ

◊

February 25: Front page, col. 3, a single sentence in tiny type (rather
contradicting this paperʹs prediction in its February 11 issue): ʺThe bill against
polygamy, especially intended for Utah and adjacent districts where Mormonism
is rampant, passed the U. S. Senate on the 16th inst.ʺ

◊

March 4: Page 2, col. 5; 3 column inches; an apparent original article, ʺLECTURE
ON MORMONISM.ʺ Mrs. Stenhouse lectured here last Tuesday night ʺon the
horrors of their peculiar institution.ʺ This paper concludes that those who are
determined not to abide by the will of the majority ʺhave no business here.ʺ ʺOur
motto is, Think as you please, vote as you please; but obey the law made by the
people till you can legally change it.ʺ
–Page 3, col. 4; 4½ column inches; ʺTHE CHRONICLE ON POLGYAMY [sic]ʺ This is a
wonderful original article teasing their rival paper, the San Francisco Chronicle,
for urging Congress to pass anti‐polygamy legislation based on the fact that the
Book of Mormon itself condemns polygamy. Observing here that the Chronicle,
ʺEven when its conclusion is right, . . . will find a wrong reason for it if possible,ʺ
the Political Recordʹs editor here jabs as follows:
Now we suppose had this not been ʺthe case,ʺ the Chronicle man would have
held that Congress was tied hand and foot, and the Book of Mormon must be
obeyed. Do we understand the Chronicle aright? If not, please explaim [sic] ?
It is not our opinion that the Book of Mormon is of any more weight than
Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, or any other rantankerous [sic] and polygamous
bigot, and though all its utterances had been clearly in favor of the ʺpeculiar
institution,ʺ Congress would have been equally free to legislate it out of
existence.
Ours is a government of the whole people, and not of any sect, however they
may hold their leaders to be prophets or soothsayers.

–Page 3, col. 5; 4 column inches; ʺPETITIONS FROM UTAH.ʺ Another striking,
original editorial comment by this paper responds to Mormon womenʹs petitions
defending plural marriage (illustrated on the NEXT PAGE, below).
◊

March 11, page 1, column 3; 1½ pithy column inches of original editorial
comment at the top of the front page respond to Utahʹs seeking statehood, ʺwith
inimitable brassʺ: ʺ. . . It is not possible to conceive of impertinence more superb.
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An infamous crime, a band of traitors, and a
ruthless Church, as, for the charge of a great
State of our Union.ʺ
–page 1, column 5, this brief notice (without
any mention of the deceasedʹs extensive
Mormon past and publishing history):
ʺTHOMAS B. H. STENHOUSE.‐‐‐This kindly
gentleman, the correspondent of the New
York Herald, for San Francisco, died in this
City on Tuesday last. He leaves a wife and
large family.ʺ
◊

March 18, page 1, column 3; a one‐sentence
blurb on the ʺANTI‐POLYGAMY BILL.ʺ
–page 1, col. 5; 1 column inch on ʺBRIGHAM
YOUNG AS A PROPHET.ʺ ʺBrigham was to
come again, in the flesh, materialized, and
lead the Mormons out of trouble. . . . He
must do it soon, now, or another hope will
expire.ʺ
–page 2, col. 4; 3 column inch article entitled
ʺDELEGATE
CANNON
ON
POLYGAMYʺ
including this, on the anti‐polygamy bill: ʺIt
is just politicians who want to rule the State.
And they will not do it as well as the Church
has. Taxes will rise. . . .ʺ

ABOVE:

March 4, p. 3. col. 5

(the only copy known)

–page 3, col. 5; a 3¼‐column‐inch article entitled ʺTHE ANTI‐POLYGAMY BILLʺ
summarizes the essence in seven points, noting that, ʺIn all trials affecting these
crimes Mormons are not to be jurors, if they either practice or believe in
polygamy. (The believing part is void.)ʺ
◊

April 1, page 1, col. 6; 1½ inch‐notes on ʺTHE CENSUS OF UTAH.ʺ Shows 120,283
Mormons out of a total population of 143,966; also counts 6,988 ʺapostate
Mormonsʺ and 820 ʺJosephites.ʺ
–page 2, col. 3; 5 column inches: an original editorial excoriation of
ʺPOLYGAMY,ʺ and of the poorer majority of Mormons or Southerners who
support polygamy or slavery, even though they cannot personally afford the
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ʺvicious indulgence of the few.ʺ Appears to be unique to this newspaper,
published here on its editorial page (test phrases do not appear on Google) . . .
It is the alluring possibility that haunts the hopeful and lustful mind. ʺAh, I
might be rich enough to buy slaves some day,ʺ . . .
So with polygamy. Its fiercest devotees are those who have only dreamed of a
harem, . . . and have not tested the reality, with its jealousies and bickerings. The
only cure is to put the vile thing away, ere the vicious delusion becomes a
madness, for which thousands will give their lives.

□ April 22, page 4, col. 6; a quick blurb on ʺSALT LAKEʺ says the Mormons are
getting ready to boycott all non‐Mormons. ʺThe Gentiles are moving to retaliate,
so there is a quasi war in Utah.ʺ
◊

May 6, page 1, col. 5; 1 column inch on ʺTHE MORMON COMMISSIONʺ complains
that the proposed members whom ʺArthur wants to appoint, and the Mormons
want to appointʺ also want too high a salary for their service.

◊

May 27, page 1, col. 4, two quick sentences: ʺTHE MORMONS are seeking to end
their troubles by asking admission as a State. But it cannot be till polyamy [sic] is
extinguished.ʺ

□ June 3, page 1, col. 5 has a column inch for this banter . . .
MORMONS are not discouraged. They go on making converts and bringing
them over. They say the bill in Congress is unconstitutional, and will be set aside
by the Supreme Court. They are said to have sent a barrel and a beautiful lady
lobby to argue with that court.

[catalog continues . . . ]
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6

[CUMORAH, Hill] ʺMormon Hill Where Joseph Smith dug up the Golden Plates,ʺ
Palmyra, N. Y. [caption beneath image]. Early illustrated POST CARD printed in
colors. Imprint on verso: ʺ5762 Published by The Rochester News Company,
Rochester N. Y. U. S. A., Leipzig, Dresden.ʺ 1905 use.
9 X 13.8 cm. (approx. 3½ X 5½ inches). Undivided back. Palmyra postmark,
October 2[?], 1905; postmarked again upon receipt at Northampton, Mass. on
Oct. 26; one‐cent postage stamp. Creasing to lower right area; some soil or
discolor.
postpaid: $30

Signed with note below the image by Sanford M[onroe]. YOUNG (then twenty‐
two years of age, born 1883) who would serve as the Palmyra town supervisor
from at least 1915 until the 1940s. To Miss Cecilia Remillard, he writes,
Your pretty card recʹd. Yes I am very fond of boating
Sanford M Young 78 Vienna St.

[catalog continues . . . ]
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. . . a quiet location, away from saloons,
gambling places, and evils of like nature. [p. 29]
7

HINDS, Peter M. LAMONI ILLUSTRATED. By Peter M. Hinds. Lamoni, Iowa:
Herald Publishing House, 1892.
16½ cm. 29, [1 (illustration)] pp. Printed on coated
paper. Eight small illustrations in all. Pages [6, 11,
14, 18, 22, 28] are blank (as issued; text flows
properly throughout the booklet). Original stiff
wrappers (or semi‐flexible cloth boards) composed
of cardstock overlaid on the outside with dark
green cloth embossed with cherubs in a floral
motif; simple gilt title on front wrapper; simple
local ads printed on inside wrappers. Minor flaws
but very good.
the four pieces: $200
Only edition. Flake 4013a, showing only the copy
preserved by Community of Christ; OCLC adds
three more locations: Graceland University; State
Historical Society of Iowa; Kansas City Public Library.
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A
pleasant
history,
detailed
description and promotional piece
for the town founded as head‐
quarters of the RLDS Church (now
Community of Christ).
More than three pages are
dedicated to a discussion and
picture of the HERALD PUBLISHING
HOUSE and the Church periodicals.

::

TOGETHER WITH

::

AD INSERT, sized to fit the booklet above, comprised of three bi‐fold sheets to
form [12] pages of simple local ads. Front ad is for the ʺPark Addition to
Lamoni[,] Lots . . . $150. EACH.ʺ Very good. I especially enjoyed the barbershop
ad for BLACK BROS., who have a ʺBath Room in Connection.,ʺ with this added
note:
Every third Sunday, upon order of two or more ladies, a lady attendant will
have charge of the bathing.
Bathing saves doctorʹs bills. [p. (4)]

This ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMENT
descriptions of the main booklet.

IS NOT MENTIONED BY

::

AND

FLAKE or OCLC in their

::

BROADSIDE PROMOTIONAL LOT DIAGRAM MAP for the ʺPARK ADDITION[.]
Comprises a beautiful tract of land, joining Lamoni on the west, and College Park
Addition on the south, which has been platted into large RESIDENCE LOTS.ʺ
[caption title].
27 X 19 cm. Verso blank. Folded into sixths. Very good.
NOT IN FLAKE, even though it mentions that the sidewalks provide ʺeasy accessʺ
to the ʺLatter Day Saintsʹ Church,ʺ and the diagram shows the location of the
ʺResidence of Pres. Jos. Smith.ʺ
::

AND

::

D. F. NICHOLSON. ʺLamoni Real Estate . . . CLOSING OUT SALE.ʺ [cover title:
ʺWhy Not Buy a Home At Lamoni, Ia., Now?ʺ]. Lamoni, Iowa: D. F. Nicholson,
no date given, but roughly contemporaneous with the other material here.
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Flyer comprised of one folded sheet forming [4] small pages (each 14½ X 9 cm.).
The back page contains a small cut showing ʺGraceland College, Lamoni, Iowa.ʺ
Faintly printed, entirely in light blue. Mr. Nicholson has other business, and
wants to close out his nine remaining farm and town properties (or groups of
property) at ʺone‐half to two‐thirds actual value.ʺ On light‐weight paper with
some wear and creasing.
NOT IN FLAKE, even though it does mention that certain properties are close to
the ʺL. D. S. Churchʺ building.

8

[HOMANS, James Edward] THE REAL MORMONISM. A Candid Analysis of an
Interesting but Much Misunderstood Subject in History[,] Life and Thought[.] By
Robert C. Webb [pseud.] ʺIt has always been a cardinal teaching with the Latter‐day Saints, that a
religion that has not the power to save people temporally and make them prosperous and happy here, cannot
be depended upon to save them spiritually, and to exalt them in the life to come.ʺ —Joseph F. Smith.

New York: Sturgis & Walton Company, 1916.
20½ cm. [2]ff.; iii‐xii, 463 pp. (Index, pp. 451‐63). Original dark green cloth;
gilt‐titled spine. Nearly fine; a very presentable copy.
postpaid: $50
Flake 4075 (only edition, until reprinted 1975 by AMS Press). Defense of
Mormonism by the author of The Case Against Mormonism (1915). Homans works
very hard; here is an example, in which he uses Mormon parallels to support
Joseph Smith . . .
In the consideration of Smithʹs reported experience, we must not overlook the
readily‐verifiable fact that, whether real or unreal, its professed nature and
details are quite of a kind with the experiences claimed by numerous others in all
ages. Nor need we cite examples of notable and prominent historic personages.
The visions of angels, of the departed, of evil spirits, even of the Saviour himself,
seem to have been reported and tolerated among the religious, even to this very
day. No less a Puritan authority than Increase Mather records numerous cases of
ʺapparitionsʺ in his book, Remarkable Providences, and distinctly states that he
believed them both possible and frequent. Also in the literature of ʺwonderful
conversions,ʺ so popular until within a generation since, we will find numerous
cases of such experiences, alleged by persons who were led, seemingly, through
such instrumentality, to adopt the Christian life. [p. 19]
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. . . ʺa reign of terrorʺ under which Gentiles live in Utah, ʺliberty an empty word,ʺ
ʺʹequality before the lawʹ a devilish satireʺ . . . [editorial, p. 448]
9

THE INDEPENDENT. A Weekly Magazine. (New York City), for Thursday,
February 23, 1905 [LVIII; ʺNo. 2934ʺ].
24½ X 17 cm., vi (ads); 397‐452; vii‐xvi (more
ads) pp. (i.e., complete issue of 56 pages,
plus ads front and back). Original printed
yellow wrappers. So‐so condition, betraying
the attentions of a hungry mouse to the
lower inner blank margin areas of pages and
back wrapper.
condition noted: $60
Two articles of Mormon interest: ʺThe Life
of a Mormon Girl,ʺ pp. 423‐30; and an
ORIGINAL EDITORIAL by this magazine
entitled ʺCowardice in Utah,ʺ pp. 447‐48.
The author of the first article ʺprefers not to
have her name known, because of her
connections in Salt Lake City. The article is
especially timely just now owing to the fact
that the report of the Smoot investigation is about to be made public.–EDITOR.ʺ
(p. 423). It includes a TEMPLE CEREMONY EXPOSÉ, pp. 426‐27, including the oath
of vengeance, quoted on p. 427. Another interesting detail on the same page
involves ʺa few raisins instead of the appleʺ used at a certain point in the
endowment proceedings. I wish Friend Mousy could have found those morsels,
instead of resorting to these interesting leaves now at hand.
ʺThe Life of a Mormon Girlʺ was reprinted from this magazine in the Christian
Cynosure (Chicago, May 1918; LI:1), and elsewhere. Flake entries 6730a, 6731
and 6731a describe rare Presbyterian pamphlet reprints in 1905, 1913 and 1924.
TEXT BEGINS: ʺMy grandfather was a farmer and a skeptic; . . .ʺ TEXT ENDS: ʺBut
the world was before me, and I was only twenty.ʺ On page 425 is this, on John
Taylor . . .
The first hint of the falsity of the teaching, the first rift that I discovered between
theory and practice—altho I did not know the meaning of those words—was
when news came from France that Father Taylor, who was there on a mission,
had said that no man in the State of Deseret had more than one wife. I overheard
my motherʹs indignant protest against this lie and I heard my father say to her:
ʺWe must not inquire too closely into these things, Sarah. Father Taylor may be
right. He is led of God.ʺ
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This discussion roused my curiosity. Why should one lie to the heathen about
the elect of God? Why should a great man like Mr. Taylor lie about our homes
and the mothers? That ʺwhyʺ worked itself into my brain and I began to notice
the life about me. I began then to hear the stories that the children sometimes
told of how two of their fathersʹ wives had quarreled and would not speak to
each other. I remember one child said to another one day: ʺFather stays more
with your mother than he does with mine, and I hate your mother!ʺ

ʺTHE PIONEERS OF 1847ʺ

10

JENSON, Andrew. . . . THE HISTORICAL RECORD. A Monthly Periodical.
Devoted Exclusively to Historical, Biographical, Chronological and Statistical Matters.
VOLUME NINE. Edited and Published by Andrew Jenson. Salt Lake City, Utah,
1890.
23½ cm. [2]ff.; 124 pp. Volume nine only, collated COMPLETE. Orig. printed
pale‐green wrappers. Wrappers dog‐eared and wearing; internally very good
(but not fine).
$45
See Flake 4402 for a description of this oft‐quoted reference journal prepared by
the official Assistant Historian of the Church. It is often seen with the English
language volumes (5‐8, plus index) bound together as an expensive set, to which
volume 9 (the last volume issued) may be added at the end.
That latter volume which is now offered here separately is a good one to stand
alone, because it is dedicated almost exclusively to a single topic, the vanguard
MORMON PIONEER COMPANY OF 1847. It offers day‐by‐day chronology, composi‐
tion of the various pioneer companies, biographical notes, and other valuable
historical commentary.

[catalog continues . . . ]
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. . . the rash and unjustifiable persecution and slaughter
of the Mormons in Missouri.

11

ʺThe Mormons.ʺ
Original pragmatic
EDITORIAL in the PENNSYLVANIA IN‐
QUIRER and National Gazette (Phila‐
delphia) for Tuesday morning, July 18,
1843 [XXIX:14; Whole Number 3734].
Large folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). A
very good copy; disbound.
$225
The editorial page (p. 2, ʺJasper Harding,
Proprietorʺ) offers comments which I do
not find elsewhere (searched by trying
exact sample phrases on the Internet).
These reflections appear prominently at the
top of column four, ILLUSTRATED HERE . . .
VERY RARE. OCLC locates only one copy of
this interesting newspaper issue, preserved
by the American Antiquarian Society in
Worcester, Massachusetts. NOT IN the LDS
Church History Library catalog; not in the
BYU Library catalog or its 19th Century
Mormon Article Newspaper Index.
ʺ. . . Smith . . . has in some sense been
persecuted. . . . misrepresentation and
persecution will rather assist than injure
his cause, . . .ʺ

[catalog continues . . . ]
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ʺThey tumbled the press and materials into the street,
and set fire to them, and demolished the machinery with a sledge hammer,
and injured the building very materially. We made no resistance; but looked on and
felt revenge, but leave it to the public, to avenge this climax of insult and injury.
C. A. FOSTER.ʺ
June 11, 1844.

12

[NAUVOO EXPOSITOR ‐ destruction of] QUINCY WHIG. Bartlett & Sullivan
[editors]. (fragment of this rare newspaper, Quincy, Illinois) for Wednesday, June
19, 1844 [7:9].
Folio,

‐ TOP HALF ONLY, measuring 12 X 16¾ inches.. Edges
QUITE WORN with some loss. (Masthead area in very good condition.)
$385
FRONT LEAF ONLY

Bearing a ms. subscriberʹs designation above the masthead for Geo. B. COLE in
Augusta [Hancock County, Illinois]. Page 2, column 1, political ticket endorses
Henry Clay for President . . . Senatorial Electors—S. Lisle Smith, A. Lincoln . . .ʺ
The History of the Church 7:144 names one of the Whigʹs editors, Sylvester M.
BARTLETT, as a participant in the Carthage mob which killed the Smiths.
However, Oaks & Hill do not list him in their index in Carthage Conspiracy. In
Cultures and Conflict, Hallwas & Launius reprint two of Bartlettʹs writings.
A REAL HEART‐BREAKER: The Nauvoo Expositor had been destroyed on June 10.
On June 27, Joseph and Hyrum Smith would be killed. FOUR SUBSTANTIAL
ARTICLES on the subject begin or end on page 2, but the first three of these end at
‐ or continue from below ‐ the horizontal fold from which the bottom half of this
leaf has been lost. They are titled, in order, ʺHIGH HANDED OUTRAGE AT NAUVOO,ʺ
[ʺThe following is from the Warsaw Signal extra, of the 11th: . . . , [by] Charles A.
Foster . . .ʺ], ʺTHE NAUVOO FLARE UP,ʺ AND ʺTHE MORMON NEWS,ʺ totaling about
nineteen column inches in all. An extract . . .
Meanwhile, the Mormons are stirred up like a swarm of hornets in their nests.
They know they have committed an outrage that cannot be overlooked by the
people of the State—and although not fully conscious of what will be the
consequences of their outrage upon themselves as a people—they still appear
determined to brazen it out with threatening language against their opponents.
On Tuesday, the day after the destruction of the press, they held a meeting, at
which Joe and his brother Hyrum made speeches, something of the nature of the
fourth of July oration, delivered by Sydney Rigdon at Far West, before they were
driven out of Missouri. He said emphatically, if we are to credit the Warsaw
Signal, that if the ʺpeople of Nauvoo did not adhere to him until they waded
KNEE DEEP IN BLOOD, they might go to HELL and be DAMNED and . . .ʺ

Here the text ends, explaining the low price of this extraordinary fragment. This
June 19 issue is EXTREMELY RARE. OCLC suggests only one original hard‐copy
28

housed somewhere by the Center for Research Libraries, plus a damaged copy
preserved by the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Massachusetts.
Fortunately, the full text of the Mormon articles is available (preliminary
transcription) at the following web page:
http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/IL/whig1844.htm
Here is some more from FOSTERʹS letter to the Warsaw Signal, appearing at the top
of the middle column, second page, of the fragment now at hand:
Accordingly, a company consisting of some 200 men, armed and equipped,
with Muskets, Swords, Pistols, Bowie‐knives, Sledge‐hammers, &c., assisted by a
crowd of several hundred minions, who volunteered their services on the
occasion, marched to the building, and breaking open the doors with a sledge‐
hammer, commenced the work of destruction and desperation.—

13

POWERS, A[braham]. SUNSHINE AND SHADOWS: Or, the LIFE AND EARLY
ADVENTURES of A. POWERS, One of the Pioneer Settlers of McDonough County,
Illinois. Written by Himself. [no place, publisher or printer given (but Bardolph,
Illinois?)], 1895.
21 cm. [4], 5‐101 pp. + frontispiece portrait
plate with facsimile of authorʹs signature.
Original brown cloth with title gilt‐stamped
on front board; tan floral endpapers. One
signature starting, front free endpaper
separating and a little damage to one page
margin, but still quite presentable overall,
and essentially a very good copy.
$500
NOT IN FLAKE; NOT IN HOWES. RARE as hensʹ
teeth (technical bibliographic term). Only
edition on OCLC, which finds no original
copies anywhere, but only photocopies (one
at Western Illinois University, and the other
at the Family History Library, Salt Lake City
‐ available online HERE ‐ dreadful quality, but
quite searchable.)
An obvious private production, attractively done, and with a number of vignette
illustrations in the text. The book is dedicated ʺTo my son, Orville M. Powers, at
whose suggestion these recollections of my life were written, and into whose
hands I commit them . . .ʺ (p. [3]).
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Abraham POWERS (March 25, 1825 ‐ March 31, 1909; md. Frances Reesor,
b. 1823) was born in Vermont, the son of Isaac Hobart Powers and Rachel
Marshall Powers. The family moved to western Illinois in 1833. The author
describes himself at the end of his narrative as an early settler now ʺin his dotage,
whose opportunities of an education were limited to a few months of schooling
at intervals, in the log cabin school house of the early days.ʺ (p. 5). Yet he writes
quite well, and Iʹm glad that his book has survived.
MORMONS. McDonough County, Illinois is adjacent to the east of Nauvooʹs
Hancock County, and I find Mormon content on pages 61, 65‐66, 78 and 84.
In addition, young Powers spent a winter with his uncle who had moved to
COMMERCE, Illinois prior to 1833, and Abraham describes life in that beautiful
setting before the Mormons arrived, pp. 39‐42. He even met and describes Chief
Black Hawk, who was then living across the river from that place.
From page 66, describing the eventual Mormon arrival in that region . . .
. . . About this time, or perhaps in 1839, Joe and Hiram Smith appeared in our
neighborhood and preached, and made their stopping place with Anson
Mathews and family, who were then living a half mile north of James Harris, on
what has since been known as the Rutledge farm. These silly old people at once
embraced the Mormon faith, were duly baptized, and received into the church,
whereupon they sold out and went to Nauvoo, as instructed to do by the Smiths.
Before they got their business matters wound up, however, the old man became
mentally shattered, and became the subject of much more ridicule than
sympathy. He conceived that there were immense treasures buried on his farm,
and would go out in the night time and dig great holes, in search of the wealth
his imagination would picture. They were naturally of a cranky turn of mind,
and Mormonism struck them as the one god‐send of their lives. I might have
easily seen the Smiths at that time, but my mother looked upon the whole thing
with contempt and disfavor, and consequently I did not go to the baptising.

Sure enough! –from Joseph Smithʹs History of the Church:
Sunday, 16 [June, 1839].—We went to Brother Don Carlos Smithʹs, in
McDonough county, near the village of Macombe, where we spent the remainder
of the day. . . .
Monday, 17.—. . . I staid at Brother Don Carlosʹ this day, and my brother Samuel
H. Smith came in; I had not seen him before, since my deliverance from prison.
...
Tuesday, 18.—I went to the house of a man by the name of Matthews. During
the evening the neighbors came in and I gave them a short discourse. [HC 3:377‐
78 (emphasis added)]
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Four years later, there was a suit against Anson Mathews by Graham Coltrin
over a land dispute, but the First Presidency found in favor of Matthews
(Sunday, April 30, 1843; HC 5:371‐72).

14

RICH, Ben[jamin]. E[rastus].
AN INTERVIEW IN THE ATLANTA
CONSTITUTION ON THE ʺMORMONʺ FAITH, With Ben. E. Rich, of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. (From the Atlanta Constitution, March 26,
1899.) [caption title]. No place or date given (but Atlanta?, ca. 1899).
15½ cm. 24 pp. Stapled as issued. Uniformly toned, but very good. Faint and
unobtrusive purple ownership stamp of ʺA. M. Sawyer.ʺ
$35
Flake 7173, showing only three copies
(BYU; LDS Church; Wisconsin Historical
Society); OCLC adds three or four more
locations. FIRST OF NINE EDITIONS which
appeared under a total of three different
titles (one in German), 1899? ‐ ca. 1920
(see Flake 7170 ‐ 7175b). The author was
one of fifty‐two children of Charles C.
Rich, and grew up in relative poverty.
He became an eloquent mission leader
and defender of the faith, portrayed by
Kenneth L. Alford, ʺBen E. Rich: Sharing
the Gospel Creatively,ʺ in Go Ye into All
the World: The Growth & Development of
Mormon Missionary Work, ed. Reid L.
Nielson and Fred E. Woods (Provo:
Religious Studies Center, 2012), 341–63.
ʺWhile serving as a mission president,ʺ explains Alford, ʺBen E. Rich gave
numerous newspaper interviews. Some interviews, such as one given to the
Atlanta Constitution in March 1899 (Georgia was reopened for missionary work in
the spring of 1898), filled an entire page and provided ample opportunity to
share the gospel and try to break down walls of prejudice against the Church and
its members.ʺ The original article in that newspaper is cited by Alford as ʺThe
Mormon Faith: What It Is and the Progress Being Made in the South,ʺ Atlanta
Constitution, March 26, 1899.
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ROBERTS, B[righam]. H[enry]. A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. By Elder B. H.
Roberts, Author of ʺThe Gospel,ʺ ʺThe Life of John Taylor,ʺ ʺOutlines of Ecclesiastical History,ʺ
ʺSuccession in the Presidency of the Church,ʺ Etc., Etc. . . . Salt Lake City, Utah: Published by
George Q. Cannon & Sons Company, 1895.
19½ cm. [8]ff.; [11]‐486, [2 (ads)] pp. Collated COMPLETE. Orig. dark blue bind‐
decorated cloth; title gilt‐lettered on the spine and on the front board (with
facsimile gilt signature ornamentation by ʺRobertsʺ). A very good copy; text
clean and unmarked throughout.
$75
FIRST EDITION, Flake 7347. The first ad at the end includes this imprimatur by
Franklin D. Richards, George Reynolds and John Jaques . . .
ʺYour committee . . . respectfully represent, that they have read it with great
care and believe it to be a valuable addition to our church literature. They find
nothing therein calling for adverse criticism but to the contrary find that it is
orthodox and consistent with our teachings. . . . Brother Robertsʹ work collates
and condenses a large amount of useful and important information historical and
theological which is often not readily accessible to the Elders and members of the
Church, but which tends to broaden their views and enlarge and enlighten their
understanding of various vital matters connected with the gospel of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.ʺ

What more could one want? The book was offered in ʺfull clothʺ as here, for
$1.75, or ʺFull leather gilt $2.75, post‐paid.ʺ
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ROBERTS, B[righam]. H[enry]. B. H. Roberts. STUDIES OF THE BOOK OF
MORMON. Edited and with an Introduction by Brigham D. Madsen. With a
Biographical Essay by Sterling M. McMurrin. Urbana and Chicago: University of
Illinois Press, [1985].
23 cm. xxxi, 375, [1] pp. Bibliography, pp. [345]‐67; Index, pp. [369]‐375. Orig.
dark blue cloth silver‐lettered on spine. Condition essentially as new, in nearly‐
fine dust jacket.
postpaid: $40
Elder B. H. Roberts of the First Council of the Seventy exhibited considerable
candor and integrity in his research of Ethan Smithʹs View of the Hebrews and
related problems. His controversial responses were withheld for decades, but
were finally published more than half a century after his death in the volume
offered here. ʺCan there be any doubt,ʺ asked Roberts,
but what the things said in Ethan Smithʹs book, on the matter of ʺUrim and
Thummim,ʺ ʺbreast plates,ʺ and ʺcurious stonesʺ and ʺattchments [sic] to breast
platesʺ ‐ all published from eight to five years before the Book of Mormon was,
32

are sufficient to suggest the Urim and Thummim as described by Joseph Smith?
[p. 208]
It is this fact of many things of similarity and the cumulative force of them that
makes them so serious a menace to Joseph Smithʹs story of the Book of Mormonʹs
origin. [p. 240]
There can be no doubt as to the possession of a vividly strong, creative
imagination by Joseph Smith, the Prophet, an imagination, it could with reason
be urged, which, given the suggestions that are to be found in the ʺcommon
knowledgeʺ of accepted American antiquities of the times, supplemented by
such a work as Ethan Smithʹs View of the Hebrews, would make it possible for him
to create a book such as the Book of Mormon is. [p. 250]

FROM THE DUST JACKET:
Studies of the Book of Mormon presents the first scholarly edition of three of
Robertsʹs unpublished works which investigate the circumstances surrounding
the founding of the Mormon Church. Commissioned by Church authorities to
provide official responses to a number of Gentile questions about the Book of
Mormon, Roberts prepared three separate but interrelated studies — Book of
Mormon Difficulties,ʺ ʺA Book of Mormon Study,ʺ and ʺA Parallel.ʺ This trilogy
provides a fascinating look into the mind and methods of one of Mormonismʹs
great defenders. [front dust wrapper panel]
ʺThis is an important book. Robertsʹs position as the preeminent intellectual of
Mormonism in the early twentieth century guarantees a large audience for any
written work of his that survives. But, more important, this volume confirms
that he was a man of profound intellectual integrity — one genuinely willing to
go wherever the evidence insisted. . . . It is an aspect of the work toward which
both Mormon and Non‐Mormon readers should feel immediate sympathy.ʺ —
Alfred L. Bush, curator, Princeton Collections of Western Americana. [back dust
wrapper panel; ellipses in the original]
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[SALT LAKE TEMPLE] PAIR OF STEREO VIEWS of the Temple Block, showing only
the first two stories of the temple completed. Printed labels on versos read, in
part, ʺInterior of Temple Block, Showing Temple and Tabernacle, . . .ʺ and ʺWest
Part of Salt Lake City.ʺ Salt Lake City: ʺTaken by C. R. Savageʺ (Views of the
Great West from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean). No date given
(but ca. 1870s?).
Two stereographs (pairs of mounted
albumen photographs on orange/
violet colored card mounts). Each 10
X 17½ cm. The images are somewhat
faded, and the view from the west
has some soiling to the sky areas, a
bumped corner and discolorations to
the violet verso (not affecting the
printed label). three stereoviews: $175
These would better be described by a
Savage specialist, which I am not.
The images themselves are interest‐
ing enough. The one taken from the
southeast of temple square is perhaps
the more interesting from an architectural point of view (see enlarged DETAIL at
the beginning of this catalog). The other view, taken from the northeast, has
interesting foreground; enlarged DETAIL shown ABOVE, with people relaxing by
an irrigation channel running alongside Second West Street.
::

TOGETHER WITH

::

ANOTHER STEREO VIEW of the same dimensions, style and card colors, but
without any printed label on the verso, which is blank but for a contemporary
inscription in a fine hand: ʺB. Youngʹs Grave[,] Salt Lake Cityʺ Very good,
though the left image is somewhat faded. The ground around the grave appears
to be freshly‐graded dirt without any landscape foliage (thus probably originally
taken in 1877, the year of Youngʹs death).
See a composite view of the three cards, front and back, BELOW . . .
34
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Shakers. [Calvin GREEN and Seth Y. WELLS, joint editors] A SUMMARY VIEW
OF THE MILLENNIAL CHURCH, OR UNITED SOCIETY OF BELIEVERS,
(Commonly Called Shakers.) Comprising
the Rise, Progress and Practical Order of the
Society;
Together With the General
Principles of their Faith and Testimony.
Published by Order of the Ministry, in
Union with the Church. In the days of these
kings shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed. Daniel. Albany:

Printed by Packard & Van Benthuysen,
1823.
18.3 cm. xvi, 320 pp. Collated COM‐
PLETE.
Original brown sheep; gilt‐
lettered black leather label on spine
(ʺMILLENNIAL CHURCHʺ). Moderate light
dampstains and foxing (but more so to
the blank endleaves and the title page).
Tight and strong, but spine caps mostly
worn away; corner wear‐through, etc.
Delicate old ownership stamp on front
free endpaper of one S. R. SNOW. In all,
a reasonably presentable and complete
copy which I did not hesitate to acquire.

$225

FIRST EDITION. Mormon Parallels 376. MacLean 96; American Imprints 14086.
Richmond 743, noting that, ʺLater in the 1848 edition, [Richmond] no. 744,
ʹAdvertisement,ʹ p. [ii], it was explained that ʹthe original design . . . was to
present to the public a small, cheap volume, comprising particular information
concerning the United Society, adapted to the general class of readers, and
calculated to answer the usual inquiries respecting their religious principles and
moral economy.ʹ Six thousand copies were printed [of the 1823 edition],
according to Calvin Greenʹs ʹBiographic Memoir.ʹʺ
The second edition
[Richmond 744], revised and improved, was ʺRepublished by the United Society
. . . ʺ (Albany, 1848), printed by C. Van Benthuysen, 1848.
I have listed this work under its technically‐assigned NUC and OCLC main
entry, ʺShakersʺ; Richmond enters it under ʺGREEN, CALVIN and SETH Y. WELLS.ʺ
ʺAs we do not wish to make any unnecessary display of ourselves,ʺ wrote Green
while the book was being printed, ʺwe chuse not to have our names published
any further than duty requires . . .ʺ —Calvin GREEN, autograph letter signed to
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David Benedict, Watervliet, New York, February 27, 1823. Benedict was then
compiling A History of All Religions . . . (Providence: J. Miller, 1824), and Green
regretted not having sent him requested information about the Shakers, ʺ. . . we
have been so pressingly engaged in our work (which is now in the press) . . .ʺ As
of that day, Green reported that at least 120 pages [of the Summary View] had
been printed (on hand in the unbound sheets), and that by ʺ. . . the last of April
or first of May, . . . we expect our work will be finished, . . .ʺ This letter was
partially illustrated and partially transcribed in BLOOMSBURY AUCTIONS Sale NY
003 catalog, Americana (New York, October 31, 2007), item 202, page 165.
Benedictʹs 1824 History (360 pp.) did, indeed, include a section on ʺThe Millennial
Church, or United Society of Believers, Commonly called Shakers,ʺ pp. 247‐63
(Richmond 1843, noting: ʺThis is a first‐hand account.ʺ).

A

SHAKER APOLOGETICS, written by Shaker authorities, offering
ʺa correct knowledge of the truth from the proper source . . . ,ʺ p. iii. As
with other Shaker works, Mormon parallels in the Summary View must be
understood as sometimes reflecting more similarities of language than of doctrine.
Always, however, they show us expressions which were clearly available to
Joseph Smith, and which so often strike with a familiar ring. I have attempted to
separate the doctrinal and language parallels below, although the reader must be
alert to some overlapping of categories . . .
KEYSTONE OF

DOCTRINAL PARALLELS
CONSECRATION:
ʺ. . . members . . . do freely . . . of their own deliberate choice, dedicate, devote
and consecrate themselves, with all they possess, to the service of God forever.ʺ
p. 57.
It is a privilege ʺ. . . to devote and consecrate himself, soul and body, time and
talents, with all his earthly inheritance, to the service of God forever . . . ,ʺ p. 54.
SALVATION FOR THE DEAD
ʺ. . . it was necessary that the gospel of salvation should . . . descend into the
world of spirits, to the millions who had never heard it in this world. And that
Jesus Christ, after his crucifixion, did actually descend into the mansions of the
dead, and there preach the gospel to lost souls . . . ,ʺ p. 172.
ʺ. . . Christ . . . has also commissioned his ministers to do the same. Hence his
faithful and true witnesses, after putting off this mortal body will find a work to
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do in preaching the gospel to those benighted spirits who never heard its
peaceful sound in this world . . . ,ʺ p. 172 (compare to D&C 138:30); ʺIt . . . has
been taught by Mother Ann, and fully confirmed by the society by many visions
and divine revelations to the present day.ʺ p. 173n.
ETERNAL PROGRESSION AND PERFECTION
ʺ. . . a soul in the progress of faithful obedience . . . will [continue] in a further
progressive growth in the knowledge and nature of God, to the endless ages of
eternity.ʺ p. 320.
The final section of this book, ʺA few Remarks concerning the true nature of
Perfection,ʺ seems almost to serve as a manual of traditional Mormon beliefs:
. . . ʺBe ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect.ʺ
Would Christ require any thing impossible or unreasonable of his people?
Certainly not.
. . . God declared Job to be ʺa perfect and upright man.ʺ Noah was also declared to
be ʺa just man, and perfect in his generations.ʺ The apostle Paul saith, ʺWe speak
wisdom to them that are perfect.ʺ . . .
Any thing may, with strict propriety, be called perfect, which perfectly answers
the purpose for which it was designed. A circle may be called a perfect circle . . .
The idea which most people have of perfection, is a state in which there can be
no increase for the better. This is a mistaken idea; such a state never will be
attained, neither in time nor eternity: for the very life of all things which have
life, whether vegetable, animal or spiritual, consists in an increasing growth of
some kind or other. Stop that increase or growth in any thing, and its life will
immediately begin to decay . . . So it is with the soul of every true christian; if
the increase and growth of the soul in the knowledge and nature of Godliness,
ceases, its spiritual life must begin to decrease and die. Therefore, . . . his life and
happiness must and will consist in a further and progressive growth in the
knowledge and nature of God, to the endless ages of eternity. [pp. 319‐20]

As Brigham Young would declare thirty years later,
If a man could ever arrive at . . . the point at which he could increase no more,
and advance no further, we should naturally say he commenced to decrease . . .
until all he knew is lost in the chaos of forgetfulness. . . .
. . . there is no such thing as principle, power, wisdom, knowledge, life, position,
or anything that can be imagined, that remains stationary—they must increase or
decrease. [JD 1:350, discourse by Brigham Young in the old Tabernacle, Salt Lake
City, July 10, 1853]

38

LOSS OF SPIRITUAL LIGHT
ʺWe have known . . . persons who, having been once enlightened by the Spirit of
Truth, and having rejected their light . . . have gradually sunk into such a state of
spiritual darkness, as . . . to testify against the pure principles . . . ,ʺ p. 55.
Compare this to Joseph Smithʹs 1834 statement that ʺ. . . apostates after turning
from the faith of Christ . . . When once that light which was in them is taken
from them they become as much darkened as they were previously enlightened
. . . enlisted against the truth . . . ,ʺ HC 2:23.

PARALLELS OF LANGUAGE
The almighty . . . the Creator . . . is the Eternal Father; and the Holy Spirit of
Wisdom, who was the Co‐worker with him . . . is the Eternal Mother, the bearing
Spirit of all the works of God. [p. 92]
The natural creation, and the things therein contained, are figurative
representations of the spiritual creation . . . [p. 215]
Jesus . . . received the elements of eternal life from his Eternal Parents. [p. 218]
. . . the image and likeness of the Eternal Mother . . . is, in reality, the true Bride of
the Lamb . . . [p. 219]
. . . of course there must necessarily be a spiritual father and mother in the work
of regeneration, as really as a natural father and mother in the work of
generation. [p. 229]
. . . it would . . . be very inconsistent to call the Lord Jesus a Bridegroom without
admitting him to have a Bride: ʺFor the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herself ready.ʺ [p. 223, emphasizing that the Bride is not the
church]
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39

19

YOUNG, Ann Eliza (Webb) (1844‐1917; divorced Brigham Young; author of
Wife no. 19; Or, the Story of a Life in Bondage . . . editions published in 1875, ʹ76, 77,
1908). AUTOGRAPH SENTIMENT SIGNED, Maryville, Missouri, April 18, 1880.
19½ X 12½ cm. (approx. 4¾ X 7½ inches) on a single leaf cut neatly from an
album or commonplace book. With an old penciled note at top in another hand:
ʺBrigham Youngʹs 19th wifeʺ On the verso is an unrelated sentiment to the same
presumed recipient (name unreadable) in 1871 signed and inscribed by one Mary
$250
B. Breckenridge. Very good; edge toning not affecting the writing.
Signed and inscribed by Ann Eliza as follows:

Your sincere and loving friend.
Mrs Ann Eliza Young.
Lockport.
N. Y.
Maryville. Mo.
April 18th 1880.

The Maryville, Missouri location and date are also in Ann Elizaʹs hand (with her
distinctive numeral 8ʹs), yet she gives her place of residence as Lockport, New
York. This is consistent with the census taken that year, which shows her living
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with her aunt Maria Murray at 418 Walnut Street, Lockport (near Buffalo). Her
age there is given as 35, born in Illinois, with her occupation listed as ʺLecturer.ʺ
I presume that she was on the road in Missouri when she signed the piece now
offered here, in pursuance of that very occupation.

. . . to try our hand, so that you may judge what kind of sound we can give.
20

[ZIONʹS TRUMPET, OR STAR OF THE SAINTS.]
A Facsimile and a Translated
Facsimile of UDGORN SEION (ZIONʹS TRUMPET) Volume I, Number I, In Honor
of the 140th Anniversary of the January 1849 Issue, Prepared by Ronald D. Dennis,
College of Humanities, Brigham Young University [folder cover title]. [Provo, Utah:
Ronald D. Dennis, 1988].
7½ X 4½ inches (3 pieces) in slightly larger cardstock folder printed with cover
title (above), printed backstrip title and a portrait on inside front compartment‐
face of ʺJohn S. Davis (1822‐1882), first editor of Udgorn Seion.ʺ Very good.
Contains a facsimile reprint of the first issue of this rare Welsh LDS periodical
(see Flake 9069), plus a separate matching version now translated into English
(nicely laid out and type‐set). Each pamphlet is [24] pages in actual length,
though pagination is eccentric. An explanatory card (nicely printed, front and
back) is laid in, giving the interesting history of this little home‐published
Mormon periodical and the original people involved.
$65
This is a simple but quite decently‐prepared private publication, SIGNED on the
front of the folder by author/publisher Ronald D. DENNIS. This copy comes FROM
THE LIBRARY of Dr. Lyn Richard JACOBS, who included the original periodical in
his bibliography of Mormon Non‐English Scriptures, Hymnals & Periodicals (Jacobs
996.S).
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