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the redoubtable Origen Bachelor – Givens & Grow
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BACHELER, Origen. Excellent AUTOGRAPH LETTER SIGNED AND INITIALED,
to Rev. Orange SCOTT (in New York City). Providence, R[hode]. I[sland].,
January 5, 1846.
25 X 19½ cm. 3 pages on two
conjugate leaves. Folded stamp‐
less letter with address portion
and recipientʹs docket on the
outside page. Red circle Provi‐
dence postmark dated January 6,
with red stamped number 5.
Written in a fine, clear hand. In
fine condition.
$1,400
This is the sort of thing a book‐
seller can only hope to find ‐ once,
perhaps ‐ within a single career.
ʺUSUAL ADVERSARIES of Mormon
missionaries,ʺ explain Terryl
Givens and Matthew Grow,
were relatively untrained and local clergymen. Bachelor, however, was a pro.
He had, for example, debated religion in ten letters with Robert Dale Owen . . . in
1831. More recently he had written articles for Alexander Campbellʹs Millennial
Harbinger. Bachelor soon acquired a reputation, in fact, as ʺthe great Goliath and
champion of the Cross,ʺ and he was sufficiently invested in debunking
Mormonism to publish a book on the subject in 1838 [Origen Bacheler,
Mormonism Exposed, Internally and Externally. . . . (New York, 1838); Flake 242].

Throughout the course of ʺa well‐attended public debate Pratt had in these
monthsʺ with Mr. Bacheler, Parley was apparently bested to the point that he
finally withdrew and left the podium to his opponent for the final two scheduled
days. Givens and Grow cite a later report in the Detroit Tribune which described
this event as a ʺcelebrated discussion,ʺ and which claimed that ʺpoor Parley P.
Pratt made a feeble reply, and utterly failed to controvert the proofs produced by
Mr. Bachelor.ʺ ʺAt least Pratt had the satisfaction [add our modern writers] of
seeing Bachelor, in his printed attack, invoke Prattʹs Voice of Warning in order to
rebut it. He was noticed, if not yet victorious.ʺ –Terryl L. Givens and Matthew J.
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Grow, Parley P. Pratt: The Apostle Paul of Mormonism (Oxford and New York:
Oxford University Pres, 2011), 120‐21 (emphasis in orange type, above, added).

T

of this letter were each nearing the end of
relatively short lives (for men of their stations and background). In addition,
each had experienced rather contentious careers. Rev. Orange SCOTT (1800‐
1847) was an avid anti‐slavery man, and in 1843 had become the founding
president of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection. Origen BACHELER (1799‐1848;
son of Jonas Batchelder and Prusha Hayward; md. Charlotte Wright Thompson)
could show a modest string of ardent publications, the mainstay of which
consisted of frequent reprints of his debates with Owen and his defense of the
Bible and existence of God.
By the time Bacheler wrote the present
communication, his publishing career had waned, and he appears not to have
produced much else of substance afterward. This may render his words all the
more poignant here ‐ and they are certainly revealing ‐ transcribed below in their
entirety:
HE WRITER AND THE RECIPIENT

Providence, R. I. Jan. 5th, ʹ46.
Dear Sir: — Mr. Potter has this day informed me, that you would like to
republish my book on the Restoration and Conversion of the Jews; and likewise,
that you would like to publish the works by me proposed in that book, on the
prophetic periods and the Millennium.
I am willing to make an arrangement with you for these purposes on
conditions that would be deemed just and fair by the disinterested. I have a wife
and five children to support, and some debts to pay. They are debts incurred in
opposing Universalism, and in other good causes. Under these circumstances, I
feel that I ought to receive fair compensation for my labors. Consequently, it
seems to me, that I ought to receive some profit on the sale of books that I spend
time and labor to write.
I should be willing to have you republish the book on the Jews, by sharing
equally with you in the profits over and above all expenses; or by your allowing
me two cents per copy on each one sold. And moreover, I should be willing to
write the other works on the same conditions. On the receipt of this, you can
drop [first page ends]
me a line in reply. Were I in easy circumstances, I would gladly give my labors
for the promotion of good causes; but as things are, I cannot do it. Twelve
Dollars apiece for writing such works as I proposed, would be but a small part of
what ^the time,^ the labor, and ^the^ effort would be worth.
I have now one thing to suggest for your consideration, inasmuch as you
consider my productions worth publishing — productions, too, on the most
grand and interesting subjects within the range of religious disquisition.
If in very deed my productions are of this character, is it not too bad, that
there is not regard enough for those subjects in the religious ^world^, to enable
3

me to write upon them, instead of leaving me, year after year, to obtain a
livelihood for myself and family, by obtaining subscribers for publications !!!
Now, my dear friend, as the religious public do not render me justice, I call on
you, as one who has discovered some value in what I have written, to lead the
way in this thing, and to enable me to serve the cause of truth more efficiently
than I can do at present. For your encouragement in this step, I forward you a
copy of the Providence Gazette, containing a notice of a pamphlet of mine on
Episcopacy, [second page ends]
which will show you that you are not alone in your opinion. I likewise forward
you a copy of that pamphlet itself, together with a primer of mine which I have
recently published, containing a new plan for teaching children the alphabet and
figures; and which, when the way opens, I intend to follow up by a childʹs
second book, carrying the pupil into plain reading.
But I have already drawn out this letter to a sufficient length, and I
therefore close.
Your most humble & obt.
Origen Bacheler .
Rev. Orange Scott
P. S. You can direct your letter to me in this place.
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BUSHMAN, Richard L. JOSEPH SMITH AND THE BEGINNINGS OF MOR‐
MONISM[.] Richard L. Bushman[.] Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois
Press, [c. 1984]. CONTEMPORARY PHOTOCOPY OF THE EXTENSIVELY‐ANNOTATED
PAGE PROOFS, [presumed made in 1984].
11 X 8½ inches. Pagination corresponds to the first edition, with added cover
page and a few typescript‐format pages with short addition inserts. Stamped at
the tops of some pages: ʺMASTER SET,ʺ but in the original, whereas the item
present here appears to be a PHOTOCOPY ONLY, with none of the manuscript
editorial marks or phrases original to this set. Spiral bound, with plain colored
wrappers. Wrappers worn; contents very good.
$125
This substantial piece was offered to me in 2002 by a man in California whose
wife found it among some 5,000 volumes in their home. ʺShe said she didnʹt
know [where this particular item came from], it had been on the bookshelf for
several years.ʺ My assumption is that it was copied directly from the editorʹs
annotated copy for review by another party in 1984. It shows markings on every
page, most often to verify footnote numbers. However, there are a few
corrections in geographic points, and occasional word changes. Most interesting
are several changes in tone regarding Joseph Smithʹs occult activities, found in
Chapter II, ʺThe First Visions.ʺ These changes were all implemented exactly as
shown on this copy. The relevant segments can be compared directly to the final
product using a first edition of the book printed that same year . . .
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PAGE

PAGE PROOF COPY
OFFERED HERE FOR SALE

FIRST EDITION AS CORRECTED IN THE
PAGE PROOFS ( and

as published)
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When his men failed to locate the
cache, Stowell enlisted the Smithsʹ
help. Somewhat reluctantly Joseph
agreed in October to join the diggers
in Harmony.

When his men failed to locate the
cache, Stowell enlisted the Smithsʹ
help, and Joseph , Sr., and Joseph, Jr.,
agreed to join the diggers in Harmony.

73

There may have been a period when
Joseph, Sr., stimulated by his sonʹs
experiences, experimented with seer‐
stones. It may have taken a few years
to recognize that Moroniʹs visitation
and discovery of the seerstone were
not meant as confirmations of the
entire culture of magic.

It seems likely that Joseph, Sr.,
stimulated by his sonʹs supernatural
experiences, searched for treasure with
the help of his family. Understand‐
ably, Moroniʹs visit and the discovery
of the seerstone appeared to confirm
the entire culture of magic.

Lucy said that when Josiah Stowell
asked Joseph, Jr., to use the seerstone
to help find the Spanish money,
ʺJoseph endeavored to divert him
from his vain pursuit.ʺ Joseph, Sr.,
signed an agreement with Stowell
anyway, and his son was forced to go
along.

In 1825, when the family needed
money, Joseph agreed to use the seer‐
stone to help Stowell find the Spanish
gold, but Joseph may soon have had
misgivings. Lucy said of Stowellʹs
operation that ʺJoseph endeavored to
divert him from his vain pursuit.ʺ

On his first appearance, Moroni
In their first encounter Joseph, Jr., warned Joseph, Jr., against the spirit of
received a direct warning from treasure hunting.
Moroni against treasure hunting.

74

Joseph Jr.ʹs aversion to the whole
business may account for Isaac Haleʹs
observation of arguing between father
and son while they boarded at Haleʹs
house during the brief mining
operation.
75

Family and friends dragged Joseph
into a harmless, though to him
distasteful, business. After Moroniʹs
rebuke in 1823 his interest in hidden
riches dissipated, but as a twenty‐
year‐old he was unable to withstand
the pressure of circumstances and
friends. The trial may have been a
turning point.

Joseph Jr.ʹs reservations about the
digging may account for Isaac Haleʹs
observation of arguing between father
and son while they boarded at Haleʹs
house during the brief mining
operation.
Joseph appears to have extricated
himself from the local money‐digging
operations before his family did,
perhaps as early as 1825. His interests
were changing, but as a twenty‐year‐
old he was not impervious to pressures
from his circumstances and friends.
The trial may have been a turning
point.
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CARLIN, Thomas (1789‐1852; Illinois state senator 1824‐28, Governor of Illinois
1838‐42; issued the arrest warrant for Joseph Smith and Porter Rockwell for the
attempted murder of Lilburn W. Boggs in 1842).

Ornate, partly‐printed DOCUMENT SIGNED, certifying the sale of a piece of land
for the use of schools to Joseph C. DUGGER in Macoupin County in southwest‐
central Illinois (Joseph Castleberry Dugger, born 1814; became a prominent
farmer in Carlinville, Macoupin County). Also SIGNED by Illinois Secretary of
State A. P. FIELD and Auditor Levi DAVIS. Springfield, Illinois, September 3,
1839.
33 X 40½ cm. (approx. 13 X 16 inches). Slight loss at cross‐fold corners, and some
faint staining, yet quite presentable and attractive. Ornate printed border.
Carlinville, Illinois recorderʹs manuscript note on verso.
$350
It was CARLIN who let Joseph Smith have the extraordinary rank of lieutenant
general and who signed an 1841 act allowing the incorporation of the Nauvoo
Agricultural and Manufacturing Association –but also, in 1842, gave in to
Missouri requests to attempt to extradite Joseph Smith upon charges of
conspiracy with Porter Rockwell to assassinate Gov. Lilburn W. Boggs. For
discussion, see Glen M. Leonard, Nauvoo: A Place of Peace, A People of Promise
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2002), pp. 113, 156 and 278‐81, respectively.
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CARLINʹS SEPTEMBER 7, 1842 LETTER TO EMMA SMITH is a remarkable, lengthy
attempt at acute and reasonable logic suffused with deferential, gentle
diplomacy. It may be found in the History of the Church, and includes these
interesting passages . . .
DEAR MADAM.—Your letter of the 27th ultimo [August] . . . evinces your
devotedness to the interest of your husband, and pouring forth the effusions of a
heart wholly his. I am thus admonished that I can say nothing, that does not
subserve his interest that can possibly be satisfactory to you; and before I
proceed, I will here repeat my great regret that I have been officially called upon
to act in reference to Mr. Smith in any manner whatever.
I doubt not your candor when you say you do not desire me ʺto swerve from
my duty as executive in the least,ʺ and all you ask is to be allowed the privileges
an advantages guaranteed to you by the Constitution and laws. . . .
. . . but I have examined both the Charters and
city ordinances upon the subject and must
express my surprise at the extraordinary
assumption of power by the board of
aldermen as contained in said
ordinance! . . . [and the idea] that the
power was granted, or intended to be
granted, to release persons held in
custody under the authority of
writs issued by the courts or the
executive of the state, is most
absurd and ridiculous;
and to
attempt to exercise it is a gross
usurpation of power that cannot be
tolerated.
I have always expected and desired
that Mr. Smith should avail himself of
the benefits of the laws of this state, and,
of course, that he would be entitled to a
writ of habeas corpus issued by the Circuit
Court, and entitled to a hearing before said
court; but to claim the right of a hearing before the Municipal Court of the city of
Nauvoo is a burlesque upon the city Charter itself.
.....
Your information that twelve men from Jackson county, Missouri, were lying in
wait for Mr. Smith between Nauvoo and Warsaw, for the purpose of taking him
out of the hands of the officers who might have him in custody, and murdering
him, is like many other marvelous stories that you hear in reference to him—not
one word of it is true; but I doubt not that your mind has been continually
harrowed up with fears produced by that and other equally groundless stories.
That that statement is true is next to impossible; and your own judgment, if you
7

will but give it scope, will soon set you right in reference to it. . . . This is like the
statement made by Mr. Smithʹs first messenger, after his arrest, to Messrs.
Ralston and Warren, saying that I had stated that Mr. Smith should be
surrendered to the authorities of Missouri, dead or alive; not one word of which
was true. I have not the most distant thought that any person in Illinois or
Missouri contemplated personal injury to Mr. Smith by violence in any manner
whatever.
.....
In conclusion you presume upon my own knowledge of Mr. Smithʹs innocence;
and ask why the prosecution is continued against him. Here I must again appeal
to your own good judgment; and you will be compelled to answer that it is
impossible I could know him to be innocent; and, as before stated, it is not my
province to investigate as to his guilt or innocence. But could I know him
innocent, and were he my own son, I would nevertheless, (and the more readily)
surrender him to the legally constituted authority to pronounce him innocent.
With sentiments of high regard and esteem, your obedient servant,
THOMAS CARLIN.
To Mrs. Emma Smith
[HC 5:153‐55. PORTRAIT ABOVE of Carlin adapted by Rick Grunder from Newton
Bateman et al., Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois . . . (Chicago: Munsell Pub. Co.,
1921), plate facing page 258.]

O

the original manuscript of this exceptionally solicitous and
politique communication from Thomas Carlin to Emma Smith is NOT present
here, but I wanted to transcribe the selections above in order to supply
personality and character for the earlier autograph which is indeed now present,
and offered here for sale. . . .
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F COURSE,

. . . we have borne all that the Lord requires . . .
–Almira Mack Covey, cousin of Joseph Smith, 1845, p. 56

4

CUMMING, John, and Audrey CUMMING.
THE PILGRIMAGE OF
TEMPERANCE MACK. By John & Audrey Cumming. Mount Pleasant,
Michigan: [John Cumming, 1967].
18½ cm. (approx. 7¼ X 5 inches). [5]ff.; 72 pp. Original green and gold‐
decorated boards with black cloth gilt‐lettered spine. Letter‐press on fine paper.
In fine condition, as new.
$75
First edition, ʺHand‐set in 10 and 12‐point
Goudy Roman and printed in a limited
edition by John Cumming of Mount
Pleasant, Michigan.ʺ Limitation number
not stated.
A pleasing, small fine‐press production
‐ and I think, an overlooked gem. It tells
the story of Joseph Smithʹs aunt and
cousin who were early converts to Mor‐
monism. It includes substantial extracts from first‐hand accounts preserved in
their letters which are owned by the University of Michigan. Here is
Temperance (widow of Stephen Mack) writing from Far West, Missouri on
December 30, 1838 . . .
Brother Joseph and Hiram and Sidney Rigden and a number of others are now in
jail, and have been in irons. They will have there trial in March if they donʹt call
a special court. They are prisoners of war, they are an offering for the church to
save the lives of the others, they suffer themselves. The church have agreed to
leave here in the spring but where to go, they know not. We donʹt know, but we
must flee from the haunts of men to the caves and dens in the rocks like the
saints of old, but none of these things move me, neither do I regret that I have left
the eastern states, for where the Lord says go, I must obey, altho my heart is with
my children and they are near and dear unto me, yet I am no better than the old
martyrs. They had to suffer the loss of all things to win an incorruptible crown
and so must I, and I do it cheerful, knowing I shall reap in due time if I faint not
. . . [p. 22]

In a lengthy extract from an 1844 letter by her daughter Almira Mack Covey
(filling more than five pages with small type), these reflections on the
martyrdom stand out, written by this first cousin to the two men slain:
Mr. Taylor was also wounded with four bullets but he is still living.
Mr. Richards escaped unhurt but he said the bullets were like hailstones
about his head. This took place on the 27 of June between 5 and 6 oʹclock
9

p.m. The bodies of Hyrum and Joseph were brought to Nauvoo to their
familes, and such a house of mourning as was that I never before beheld.
There was the aged mother, the more distant relatives, and thousands of
other people that had assembled to take the last look of two inocent men that
had stood between us and that band of ruffins, and had laid down their lives
for us, you can judge what were our feelings better than I can tell them but
this much I can say that a dry eye I did not behold that day among that large
assembly of people. It was enough to rend the heart of a stone to behold two
Prophets of the Lord laid prostrate by those who were once their friends. On
the 29th we attended their funral, but they could not be buried with that
honor and respect as the Saints would have been glad to have paid to them
on account of the excitement that existed at that time for the mob were
lurking around us in every direction and we knew not how soon they would
come to finish their work. [pp. 44‐45]
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DENTON, William. RADICAL DISCOURSES ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS.
Delivered in Music Hall, Boston, Mass., By William Denton. Boston: Published
by William Denton. For Sale by William White and Company, 1872.
19 cm. [4]ff.; 332, [2 (ads)] pages. Collated thus, COMPLETE. Original rust‐
colored cloth. Rebacked somewhat simply with heavy textured paper of
matching color, with plain modern printed paper spine label. Board corners
worn; text uniformly toning.
$125
NOT IN FLAKE. OCLC shows this as the first of two editions, both published
the same year. OCLC locates nineteen copies, but only one in the American
West (San Marcos, California State University).
Cerebral, rambling lectures promoting spiritualism as a higher order of
religion than standard orthodoxy. MORMONS, pp. 68, 165, 169, 198, 200, 221,
249 and 307, including some ethereal discussions of polygamy. This seems to
be a much‐reprinted book in modern times, but it is apparently scarce in this
first edition.
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[FARMINGTON, Ontario County, New York]
RECORD OF STRAYS
(manuscript cover title). MANUSCRIPT STRAY ANIMAL REGISTER kept by a
succession of clerks in the town where the Hill Cumorah, the Sacred Grove
and the Joseph Smith home are located. Farmington, New York, 1803‐48.

19½ X 16 cm. 160 unnumbered pages of writing, plus a few intermittent pages
left blank. Appears to be complete without any tear‐outs. The first and final
leaves are present but loose, separated from the text block. Written in a
stationerʹs blank book without lines or ruling. Contemporary boards with calf
spine later secured by three primitive leather straps glued horizontally around
the back. Expected wear, covers a bit shaken, and uniform toning of the paper
with occasional medium stains, but intact and fully usable.
$3,200

A

by some of the earliest citizens of the town
in which the Joseph Smith family lived. ʺMy father,ʺ wrote the Mormon
prophet, ʺ. . . left the State of Vermont, and moved to Palmyra, Ontario . . .
county, in the State of New York, when I was in my tenth year, or thereabouts.
In about four years after my fatherʹs arrival in Palmyra, he moved with his
family into Manchester in the same county . . .ʺ (JS‐History 1:3). In fact,
MANCHESTER, NEW YORK did not exist then, but was formed from Farmington in
1821 (as Burt, finally receiving its name of Manchester in the spring of 1822).
COLORFUL ORIGINAL RECORD
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The very first permanent settler of Farmington was Otis COMSTOCK, a Quaker
teenager left alone over the winter of 1789‐90 ʺa few miles west of the [future]
Joseph Smith farmʺ until his family and a few more settlers could rejoin him
there (Milton V. Backman, Jr., Joseph Smithʹs First Vision, [second edition; SLC:
Bookcraft, 1980], 12). He appears in the book now at hand . . .

Broke in to the enclosure of Otis Comstock about the twentyeth of the 11th mo six sheep of the
following Description Viz/. two Ewes both Eares Cropt . . . Farmington 12th mo 8th 1812
Otis Comstock recorded this 9th day of Decber 1812 Joshua Vanfleet } Clerk

Despite the general format seen above (used fairly consistently through most of
this volume), it is by no means clear if any of the citizensʹ ʺsignaturesʺ are
actually written by their own hands. In most cases, it appears to me that the
people reporting stray animals simply sent or personally related their informa‐
tion to the clerk, who then arranged and wrote out everything himself. As an
example, the Otis Comstock name above looks quite similar to a separate
signature of this man which I own from another source, yet it also matches the
rest of the handwriting here, including the attest by the clerk ‐ and this is usually
the case throughout. Yet if this is not an autograph collectorʹs piece, it is
certainly VALUABLE CONTEXTUAL HISTORY. It not only brings early pioneer names
to life, but sets them in time and place. It also credits these people as precise and
disciplined citizens who were eager to see strange animals properly identified
12

and returned to their rightful owners.
People generally described stray animals in careful detail in this book, yet the
same record also reveals that citizens often waited weeks or even months to
report them. Most of the entries occurred during the winter, with virtually none
in summer. Perhaps stray animals did not wander to farms until weather cooled
and they needed food and shelter. Or maybe it was too much trouble for farmers
to go see the town clerk to report strays during busier months of farming. What
seems clear, at least, is that there was nothing disreputable about taking oneʹs
time to report a stray.
Another thing which we learn from this volume is that there does not seem to
have been a traditional animal pound in this area. Instead, people kept strays in
their own ʺenclosuresʺ with their other animals until rightful owners could claim
them and make reparation for costs. These factors now set a nice BACKGROUND
FOR A CURIOUS INCIDENT MENTIONED WITH CARE BY LUCY MACK SMITH,
describing an event which transpired shortly after her son Joseph claimed to
have obtained the golden plates in September 1827. Overhearing that Josephʹs
fellow treasure seekers were conspiring to get the plates, Joseph Smith Sr.
hurried home to ask Emma if her husband had secured them somewhere safe . . .
Upon this Emma said that she did not know what to do, but she supposed if
Joseph was to get the record, he would get it, and, that they would not be able to
prevent him.
ʺYes,ʺ replied Mr. Smith, ʺhe will, if he is watchful and obedient; but
remember, that for a small thing, Esau lost his birthright and his blessing. It may
be so with Joseph.ʺ
ʺWell,ʺ said Emma, ʺif I had a horse I would go and see him.ʺ
Mr. Smith then said, ʺyou shall have one in fifteen minutes; for although my
team is gone, there is a stray on the place, and I will send William to bring him
immediately.ʺ
In a few minutes William brought up the horse with a large hickory withe
[flexible branch] round his neck (for it was according to law, to put a withe
round the neck of a stray before turning it into an inclosure;) and Emma was
soon under way for Macedon.
. . . Emma immediately informed him of what had transpired, whereupon he
looked in the Urim and Thummim, and saw that the Record was as yet safe;
nevertheless, he concluded to return with his wife, as something might take
place that would render it necessary for him to be at home where he could take
care of it.
. . . with his wife by his side on her horse decorated as before with a hickory
withe round his neck, he rode through the village of Palmyra, which was on the
way home.
On arriving at home, he found, his father pacing the ground near his door in
13

great anxiety of mind. Joseph spoke to him, saying, ʺFather, there is no danger—
all is perfectly safe—there is no cause of alarm.ʺ
[Lucy Mack Smith, Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the Prophet . . . (Liverpool
and London, 1853), 103‐104]

T

lends perfect respectability to the Smithsʹ handling
of their stray horse. There was likely no requirement to take it to a pound, or
practical expectation to report its presence immediately. In the meantime, it was
quite proper for the family to ride it a bit in exchange for cost and labor of
keeping it. (We may even hope that ‐ properly marked and paraded along the
roads of Palmyra ‐ the Smithsʹ stray was eventually claimed by its rightful
owner.) BELOW is an entry regarding another stray horse that same season,
reported by a man who would eventually live just south of the old Smith farm
...
HE RECORD NOW AT HAND

A Black mare Colt white strip in the face both hind feet white
Farmington .6 Nov 1827 Arnold Power
Recorded 6 of Nov 1827 Wilmarth Smith } Town Cler[k]

to be put on Town Book

Arnold POWER (1799‐1882; md. Harriet Fowler) is buried in the Palmyra
Cemetery. ʺLeaving the [Joseph Smith Sr.] Mormon farm and passing on to
the south, we come to the Dennis farm, where Mr. Dennis lived in the 40ʹs. In
the late 50ʹs the late Arnold Powers sold his farm in Farmington and bought
the Dennis farm.ʺ
–Thomas L. Cook, Palmyra and Vicinity . . . (Palmyra, 1930), 220.
14

THE CLERKS: This volume was kept for nearly half a century by the nine
following Farmington town clerks:
Silvester DAVIS (beginning the volume on December 6, 1803);
Peter MCLOUTH (from November 14, 1805);
Joshua VANFLEET (from November 5, 1810);
Peter MITCHELL (from November 20, 1814);
Gahazi GRANGER (from November 12, 1821);
Edward HERENDEEN (from November 23, 1822);
Wilmarth SMITH (from November 5, 1822);
Webster SHELDON (from November 3, 1846);
N[icholas?] HOWLAND (ca. 1847‐48)

THIS VOLUME contains approximately 340 entries in all, with a total of some 230
separate names. My table below lists only the first occurrence of each name in the
volume, even if it recurs several times. *Those names which I follow with an
asterisk are clearly signed by the people themselves ‐ generally being clerks who
kept this record.
NAME

DATE

NOTES

Abrams, Walter
Adams, Parker

1826-11-7
1810-12*-22

"signed" (presumably by the clerk), "Walter Abraims"
*Dated "December 22,d 1810" but occurs in recording
sequence between entries for December 28, 1809 and
January 15, 1810.

Aldrich, Ahaz
Aldrich, Calvin
Aldrich, Darius
Aldrich, Esek
Aldrich, Frederick
Aldrich, John
Aldrich, Nathan

1812-11-26
1813-11-2
1827-12-24
1825-1-15
1824-1-17
1836-12-10
1809-11-20

Aldrich, Reuben
Aldrich, Stephen
Aldrich, Thomas
Allen, Timothy
Andesdale [?], Roger W.
Antisdah [?], George M.
Arnold, Jacob

1837-1-21
1810-1-15
1809-11-20
1816-3-28
1809-11-19
1816-11-21
1812-2-7

Averill, Fitch
Baker, Joseph M.
Bement, Titus
Booth, Ama[ ? ]
Booth, Isaac
Booth, Rowland
Booth, Rowling

1821-3-10
1819-12-7
1807-3-23
1818-2-27
1819-12-4
1809-11
1807-11-14

Mentioned by Milton V. Backman, Jr., in Joseph
Smith's First Vision (second ed.; SLC: Bookcraft,
1980), 12.

entry written and "signed" by clerk Joshua Vanfleet,
but clearly not written in Vanfleet's hand

not Sharon Booth
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Bowerth [sic], Seth W.
Briggs, Charles
Brown, Ballou
Brown, David (for Peter Smith)
Brown, Ichabod
Brown, Levi A.
Brown, William
Butler, David
Caithamer [?], John H.
Callahan, Hugh

1842-11-28
1807-11-21
1816-12-12
1809-11-20
1814-12-16
1842-11-25
1804-1-2
1830-3-12
1845-1-25
1846-11-3

Carter [?], Jacob
Chase, Abel

1810-12-4
1819-2-18

Coats, Caleb
Coleman [?], Orin
Compton, David
Comstock, Otis
Coon, Ezra
Coon, Valentine
Cooper, Samuel
Cooper, Samuel (by William P.
Power)
Cory, Robert J[?]., and Jackson
Cory
Cost, Jacob
Cowden, Samuel, Jr.
Crislar, Nicholas
DAVIS, Silvester *

1818-11-20
1812-12-17
1814-12-12
1806-12-17
1812-11-11
1813-12-2
1822-2-1
1817-11-29

Debow, Gerrit
Dennis, Job S.
Dennis, Moses
Dewey[?], Edmun B.
Dillingham, Jeremiah
Dillon, Benjamin
Dillon, Phebe (by Peter B.
Hollister)
Dillon, William
Douglass, Asa
Downes], Joshua
Durfee, Daniel
Eddy, Caleb
Edmenston, Thomas
Elsworth, John
Fish, Zuriel
Fliuewallen [?], Jesse
Follanbee, Thomas
Frederick, Peter *

1836-11-8
1837-4-4
1827-3-23
1821-11-27
1831-11-23
1833-11-27
1829-11-12

1835-12-14
1821-11-24
1814-12-6
1811-12-21
1803-12-6

1807-5-30
1821-1-29
1817-1-6
1817-1-6
1825-11-10
1811-1-30
1825-1-5
1805-11-1
1821-12-26
1821-11-20
1848-2-28

Freeman & Shafner (Jerusalem,
New York)

1838-1-12

Fuller, Levi
Furman, William
Gardner, Elisha W.

1807-11-24
1834-11-29
1825-11-15
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joint report with Hugh Pound

entered as "John H Catkamer"
"signed" with his X, over name entered as "Hugh
Collehan"
This cannot be Abel Durfee Chase (born 1814),
brother of Willard and Sally Chase.

Mentioned by Backman, 12, 19

Joint report, "Came into our Enclosure in October last
thirteen sheep . . ."

Began this volume with his first entry as town clerk on
December 6, 1803.
"signed," presumably by clerk, as "Jobe S. Dennis"
see transcription below

see transcription below

Appears to be his actual signature on a slip of blue
paper probably written out by Town Clerk N[icholas?]
Howland, who signs as clerk at the end.
Clerk Edward Herendeen records that ". . . a Couple of
spotted shoats are now in the care of Freeman and
Shafner of Jerusalem . . ."

Gilbert, Obid
Gleason, Beraleel
GRANGER, Gahazi *

1821-2-3
1815-11-15
1821-11-12

Granger, Jacob
Grant, Alexander
Grinnel, John
Hammond, Caleb D.
Hance, Benjamin
Hanna, James
Hannay, Jackson
Harland, James
Harvey, Barzilla
Harvey, Stimpson
Hathaway, Isaac
Hathaway, Perez

1807-12-4
1839-5-2
1804-11-19
1807-12-4
1819-1-7
1821-12-1
1809-11-13
1819-12-29
1828-2-26
1825-11-9
1814-12-21
1825-1-15

Hawkins, John
Hayward, Henry
Hayward, Stephen
HERENDEEN, Edward *

1832-12-1
1822-12-18
1805-11-18
1822-11-23

Herendeen, Gideon
Herendeen, James
Herendeen, Nathan
Herendeen, Nathan G [?].
Herendeen, Welcom
Herendeen, Welcom

1827-3-13
1824-12-28
1817-2-18
1842-11-21
1803-12-6
1800-12-8

Herendeen, Welcome W.
Herington, James
Herington, Jonathan
Herington, Lyman

Hoag, George
Hoag, John
Hoag, Lewis W.

1838-11-20
1841-7-8
1828-1-4
1839-1124(or 29)
(between
1841 entries)
1833-1-16
1824-11-15
1847-12-6

Hollister, Peter B.

1829-11-12

Howard, Stephen
Howland, Benjamin
HOWLAND, N[icholas?] *

1807-12-1
1805-11-18
1848-2-28

Hull, Joseph
Jenks, George
Johnson, [Abigail?] Z.

1830-12-18
1813-2-26
1828-1-10

Johnston, Robert

1844-3-2

Entries in his hand as town clerk begin November 11,
1812.

one of the first Quaker elders in Farmington, 1804

"signed" (presumably by the clerk), "Peris Hathaway"
but spelled correctly in subsequent entries; lived
1805-54 (and a distant in-law to Susan B. Anthony?)

Entries in his hand as town clerk begin on November
4, 1833.

Mentioned by Backman, 23

"A true Coppy" entered into this book on the second
page by clerk Silvester Davis.

Was a wagon maker.
Text reads like a short autograph letter signed, on light
blue paper, tipped into the book without clerk's name
or any recording note. However, handwriting matches
that of the subsequent report on similar paper (for
Jerome E. Rapalje, April 4, 1848), thus both probably
written by the clerk (Nicholas Howland?).
Reporting on behalf of Phebe Dillon that a stray red
heifer has joined her herd. His name is recorded as
"Peter .B. Holster."

Signs as Town Clerk in the report of February 2, 1848
from Peter Frederick.

"signed" as "Abay Z. Johnson," with the first name
carefully over-written

17

Jones, Nathan
Jones, Samuel
Ketchum, Germand [sic]
Knop, Jared
Knuth, James
Langdon, Benjamin
Lapham, Isaac
Lapham, Isaac S.
Lapham, John
Lapham, William G.
Latting, John
Magown, Mary
Mason, Gardner
McCumber, Caleb
McGinnerly, Charles
McKenelley, Charles
McLouth, Frederic
McLouth, John
McLouth, Lanson
MCLOUTH, Peter *

1807-1-12
1811-11-29
1845-12-13
1813-12-13
1814-11-17
1811-1-1
1804-11-1
1843-12-11
1823-11-5
1843-11-21
1825-11-21
1820-11-10
1825-12-15
1814-12-6
1808-11-19
1814-12-31
1823-11-17
1810-11-5
1835-11-26
1805-11-14

Melvin, Jonathan
Mills, John
Mitchel, William
MITCHELL, Peter *

1813-12-6
1811-11-29
1809-11-3
1814-11-20

Moore, John
Paterson, S., Jr.
Patterson, Sunderland
Payne, Calvin
Payne, Gideon

1821-1-23
1829-1-6
1822-12-1
1829-10-28
1814-1-25

Payne, John
Payne, Reuben
Peek, John H.
Pendry[?], James
Peters, Benjamin
Phillips, Eldrige
Piper, John B.
Pixley, Ira
Pomeroy, Aaron
Pomeroy, Theodore
Pound, Hugh
Pound, John
Pound, Joseph
Power, Abiathar
Power, Arnold

1806-11-15
1837-7-8
1831-12-9
1814-3-24
1812-1-6
1819-11-23
1816-12-9
1816-12-9
1825-11-1
1826-11-12
1842-11-29
1806-12-2
1809-12-26
1805-11-18
1827-11-6

Power, Moses
Power, Moses, Jr.
Power, William P.
Powers, William P.
Pratt, Ebenezer
Pratt, Elkanah

1808-11-10
1845-12-26
1816-12-27
1844-11-26
1805-12-29
1813-12-13
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Entries in his hand as town clerk begin on November
14, 1805.

Entries in his hand as town clerk begin on November
15, 1815.

The clerk accidentally entered the year as 1823.
entry written and "signed" by clerk Joshua Vanfleet,
but clearly not written in Vanfleet's hand

"signed" with his X, "Witness, Peter Mitchell"

joint report with Seth W. Bowerth

Illustrated further above. Arnold Power eventually
moved just south of the former Joseph Smith Sr. farm.

Manchester village tavern owner (Backman, 29, 32)

Pratt, John

1811-12-2

Price, Henry
Putnam, John
Rapalje, Abra[ham]. B.
Rapalje, Jerome E.

1821-10-12
1835-12-3
1832-10-15
1848-4-4

Redfield, Peleg

1808-2-20

Reed, Hugh
Reed, Sealy [?] (by Hugh Reed)

1842-1-1
1842-1-1

Rice, Jacob
Royce, Gideon
Royer, Jacob
Rush, David C.
Rush, Samuel
Rush, Samuel F [?].
S[ ? ], Abraham
Sawyer, Joseph
Sheffield, George
Sheffield, John
Sheldon, David
Sheldon, John
Sheldon, Nathaniel
SHELDON, Webster *

1808-11-26
1807-11-10
1818-1-9
1810-12-2
1806-12-4
1810-12-7
1811-12-4
1810-2-3
1828-1-18
1825-11-1
1846-12-5
1822-12-10
1814-12-15
1846-11-3

Smith, Barclay

1847-11-2

Smith, David
Smith, George
Smith, Ira
Smith, Jacob
Smith, Jacob, Jr.
Smith, Jonathan
Smith, Levi
Smith, Levi 2nd
Smith, Lindley W.
Smith, Orin
Smith, Peter
Smith, Shubal
Smith, Welcome
Smith, Wharton [?]
Smith, William
Smith, William "the first"
SMITH, Wilmarth *

1805-11-28
1818-2-8
1842-11-8
1835-2-25
1810-11-27
1809-11-25
1805-11-20
1814-12-12
1845-11-6
1833-1-22
1806-12-22
1811-12-14
1821-1-30
1841-1-3
1829-3-5
1819-4-3
1822-11-5

Speaker, W[ ? ]
Spear, Robert

1807-12-1
1821-3-20

"In January, 1817, also, settlers of Manchester village
established a public library. For many years the
Manchester library was located in the home of the
librarian, John Pratt." Backman, 48

On a slip of light blue paper tipped into the volume;
compare to the Lewis W. Hoag slip of December 6,
1847. Probably written by the unnamed town clerk
(Nicholas Howland?); no recording note.
Noted pioneer and friend of Oliver Phelps, featured by
Orsamus Turner in his history of the Phelps &
Gorham Purchase.
Reporting for Sealy Reed.
Entered in the text as "Seley Reed" and "signed"
(ostensibly by Hugh Reed) as "Sealy Reed."

Entries in his hand as town clerk begin on November
3, 1846.
Written in the book with text addressed to "Town
Clerk of the town of Farmington." Reads like a short
letter signed, without actual clerk's name or recording
note. May be copied in from a letter received by the
clerk.

The name is entered as "Wartan Smith"

Entries in his hand as town clerk begin on November
5, 1822.
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Spear, Stephen
Stafford, Joshua
Stafford, William

1823-11-10
1806-11-1
1821-2-19

Teachout, Absalom [?]
Thomas, James
Thomas, Richard
Throop, Azel
Toms, Samuel
Trittp [sic], Isaac
Vail, Edmund *

1820-1-27
1827-1-10
1823-2-5
1818-1-12
1819-2-18
1835-6-18
1846-1-7

Vanderhoof, Jacob
Vanderhoof, John
VANFLEET, Joshua *

1821-2-8
1805-11-30
1810-11-5

Warner, Russell
Weaks, William
Wells, Cromwell
Wells, Jencks
Wells, Joseph
Wells, Joseph, Jr.
Wells, Peter
Wells, Sally
Whipple, Henry
Whipple, Israel
Whipple, James
White, Jac[o]b
Wright, William

1818-12-1
1822-11-23
1807-11-12
1829-3-4
1841-1-8
1823-11-4
1813-12-11
1813-12-7
1806-12-19
1818-12-26
1844-12-6
1820-1-7
1821-12-17

Knew the Smiths and later gave a first-hand
description of their treasure seeking activities.
"William Stafford (c. 1786-1863), after whom Palmyra's Stafford Street was named, was one of the first
settlers in that town. Later he moved farther south on
Stafford Road, locating in Manchester on a farm about
a mile south of what subsequently became the Smith's
land." –EMD 2:59
Discussed by Backman, 44, 118-19
See entry transcription below
name over-written and very difficult to read

Portion of an original letter signed on light blue paper,
sent to clerk Sheldon Webster, here cut down and
tipped into the book. Reads in part (as clipped), "A
two year old Stear . . . my premacys that I wish to . . .
entered on the Town Book . . ." Entered by Sheldon
on February 7, 1847

Entries in his hand as town clerk begin on November
5, 1810.

written as "Joseph Weells"

ostensibly "signed" with "her mark"

"signed" (presumably by the clerk), "Wm Right–"

SAMPLE ENTRIES FROM THE VOLUME:
— November 1, 1805 (Zuriel FISH): ʺCame in to the inclosure of the Subscriber a
yellow or a pale Dun four year old cow with no artificial mark excepting one Ear
that was sore when she first came which was supposed to be toarn by doggs — I
likewise think s[ai]d is a cow that I sold Gudge [i.e., Judge] Phelps about one year
ago as witness my hand Zuriel Fish . . .ʺ Recorded by Peter McLouth
— February 19, 1820 (William STAFFORD): ʺCame into my inclosure about four
months ago a weather lamb with no artificial mark —ʺ Recorded by Peter
Mitchell
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— March 23, 1827 (Moses DENNIS): ʺFarmington 23d of 3 Month 1827 Their was a
brown short tail Cow with white hind feet Broke into my Enclosure the 17th of
this month and I wish the owner to come prove property pay Charges and take
her away Moses Dennisʺ Recorded by Wilmarth Smith

7

FORD, Thomas (1800‐1850; Illinois Supreme Court Judge 1841‐42; Governor of
Illinois 1842‐46; author of A History of Illinois . . . (Chicago: S. C. Griggs & Co.,
1854). Partly‐printed DOCUMENT SIGNED. Springfield, Illinois, October 4, 1843.

8 X 20 cm. (printed area measuring 6 X 16 cm., counting the typographic orna‐
mentation). Verso blank. Medium wear, as shown. Clean die‐cut cancellation
slash patterns without any loss (not visible in the scan above, and not affecting the
Ford signature). Numerous tiny pin‐size holes or gaps scarcely noticeable until
holding the piece up to the light.
$400
A pleasant, primitive Illinois State form for ʺ
ʺ printed
specifically for the use of THOMAS FORD as governor, to compensate people
for loss of contract work ʺon the Illinois and Michigan Canal.ʺ In the present
example, Ford certifies that the state is indebted to the company of Irvin, Kittering
and Norton for Fifty dollars, payable with interest at 6% ʺon account of damages
sustained by them in being deprived of their contract for sections No. 39 & 40 . . .ʺ
The ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL connected the Great Lakes with the
Mississippi River, running 96 miles between the Illinois River and Chicago,
assuring the success of the latter city. Construction began in 1836, but was
suspended for a number of years due to a state financial crisis arising from the
Panic of 1837. It was finally completed in 1848. (–Wikipedia).
HISTORICAL TIME‐FRAME: The day before Ford signed this little document, the
Mormon leader hosted the opening of the Nauvoo Mansion with a grand dinner
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party attended by a hundred couples who toasted ʺGeneral Joseph Smith,
whether we view him as a Prophet at the head of the Church, a General at the
head of the Legion, a Mayor at the head of the City Council, or as a landlord at
the head of his table, if he has equals, he has no superiors.ʺ A few days later,
many of the same citizens forced Smith to retain Sidney Rigdon as his counselor.
ʺI have thrown him off my shoulders,ʺ replied Joseph, ʺand you have again put him on
me. You many carry him, but I will not.ʺ (October 3 and 8, respectively. –HC 6:42;
HC 6:49).
Of course Governor Ford became the man whom
Mormons love to hate. I think there are two
sides to the story, but his fame among the
Latter‐day Saints is sufficient either way.
In the Comprehensive History of the Church,
B. H. Roberts fully institutionalized
Mormon scorn of Governor Ford,
reciting ‐ with almost malevolent glee ‐
Fordʹs haggard appearance at the
burial of his wife, his penniless death
and the sad fate of the Ford children ‐
as if by carrying the misery to later Ford
generations, Roberts might more fully
elevate the fallen Smiths (CHC II:342‐3).
Roberts accepted the condescending
characterization of Ford which was cranked
out by the Bancroft history mill half a century
after the fact . . .
Thomas Ford, governor of Illinois, was as a man rather above the average
politician usually chosen among these American states to fill that position. Not
specially clear‐headed, and having no brain power to spare, he was quite
respectable and had some conscience, as is frequently the case with mediocre
men. He had a good heart, too, was in no wise vindictive, and though he was in
no sense a strong man, his sense of right and equity could be quite stubborn
upon occasion. Small in body, he was likewise small in mind; indeed, there was
a song current at the time that there was no room in his diminutive organism for
such a thing as a soul. Nevertheless, though bitterly censured by some of the
Mormons, I do not think Ford intended to do them wrong. [Hubert Howe
Bancroft, . . . History of Utah . . . (San Francisco, 1889 ed.), pp. 172‐73; Roberts
uses this in CHC II:337 as his introduction to the section on Ford. PORTRAIT
ABOVE of Ford adapted by Rick Grunder from Newton Bateman et al., Historical
Encyclopedia of Illinois . . . (Chicago: Munsell Pub. Co., 1921), plate facing page
258.]
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ʺIt is to be feared,ʺ Ford himself prophesied as he faced death,
that, in course of a century, some gifted man like Paul, some splendid orator, . . .
may succeed in breathing a new life into this modern Mahometanism, and make
the name of the martyred Joseph ring as loud, and stir the souls of men as much,
as the mighty name of Christ itself. Sharon, Palmyra, Manchester, Kirtland, Far
West, Adamon Diahmon, Ramus, Nauvoo, and the Carthage Jail, may become
holy and venerable names, places of classic interest, in another age; like
Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives, and Mount Calvary
to the Christian, and Mecca and Medina to the Turk. And in that event, the
author of this history feels degraded by the reflection, that the humble governor
of an obscure State, who would otherwise be forgotten in a few years, stands a
fair chance, like Pilate and Herod, by their official connection with the true
religion, of being dragged down to posterity with an immortal name, hitched on
to the memory of a miserable impostor. There may be those whose ambition
would lead them to desire an immortal name in history, even in those humbling
terms. I am not one of that number. [Thomas Ford, A History of Illinois . . .
(Chicago, 1854), pp. 359‐60]

[catalog continues . . .
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GREY, Zane. TELEGRAM received from Grey by publisher Charles Agnew
MACLEAN (in New York City). Middletown, New York, May 19, 1914, 10:11 a.m.
13¼ X 20¼ cm. (approx. 5¼ X 8 inches). Expected toning; upper left blank corner
torn away. Large pencil mark across the face, presumably made by the recipient.
Very pleasing (but much later) mounting in a period frame (7¾ X 10¾ inches; the
telegram secured on the gray mat by three clear acetate corner pieces).
$275
Iʹd love to put this on my office wall (but out of the goodness of my heart, will
sell it to you instead). Grey here rushes an offer to the publisher of the highly‐
regarded pulp bi‐monthly, The Popular Magazine. He doesnʹt name his new work,
but I think it has to be THE RAINBOW TRAIL, sequel to Greyʹs 1912 classic, Riders
of the Purple Sage. I find it instructive that Grey feels it will favor the chances
of publication if he mentions here that his latest book isnʹt so anti‐Mormon,
and will be more like his 1910 novel, The Heritage of the Desert . . .
WILL YOU MAKE ME AN OFFER FOR MY NEW NOVEL
LIKE HERIEAGE [sic] OF DESERT VERY LITTLE ANTI MORMON
ZANE GREY
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According to Flake entry 3723, The Rainbow Trail was published the following
year (New York and London: Harper & Brothers, 1915), but it also ʺAppeared
serially in a different form in Zane Greyʹs Western Magazine under the title of ʹThe
Deseret Crucibleʹ.ʺ It was eventually made into a movie, and Iʹm sure thereʹs a
lot more to this story –but Iʹd hate to cheat the future owner of this piece out of
the joy of personal discovery which a little research will bring.

. . . the services to be performed by the officer in command there required
consummate prudence, far above the abilities of any lieutenant
or captain of militia then known to me.
–T HOMAS F ORD , on the Mormon War

9

Illinois. General Assembly. Senate. Committee on Finance. . . . REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, Relative to certain claims against the state for
services in the Hancock war. Read, and laid on the table. [caption title; at head:
ʺILLINOIS LEGIS.} SENATE. {1ST SESSION. 16TH ASSEM.ʺ] [Springfield, Illinois: Charles
H. Lanphier, Public Printer, 1849].
22 cm. 3 pages (also series‐numbered [101]‐103):
removed from a volume of Illinois General
Assembly Senate Reports, 1848‐49, pp. 101‐103.
Neatly disbound with the two leaves cleanly
separated from one another; otherwise nearly fine,
clean and unworn.
$250
Flake 4191, SHOWING ONLY THE COPY PRESERVED
AT THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY. OCLC alternately
shows a separately‐cataloged entry by the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library from their
volume of ʺReports made to the ... General
Assembly of the State of Illinois. Springfield : [The
State], 1849‐1877. Ser. no. 7.ʺ Series sets of U.S.
government documents are valuable and difficult
enough to obtain, but just try it at the Illinois State level (such as would include
this item)! I have not had this title before.
Short, but with revealing content. This is the Mormon War viewed from the
stateʹs point of view. In the question of whether commanders and volunteers
who rushed to the scene in incomplete companies should now be reimbursed
fully for their services, Major William B. WARREN and Ex‐Governor Thomas
25

FORD are deposed, along with people vouching for an ordinary sick soldier, and
for another who lost his horse. Deponent David CARNES signs in type here with
his X mark. The gravity of the original situation is sustained, and the committee
recommends full payment . . .
In regard to the services rendered by Major Warren, and the compensation to be
allowed to himself and men, your committee have called before them the late
governor, who had a knowledge of the matter. He concurs in the opinion that
the service was indispensable to the repose and well being of that portion of the
state. That the officers and men were vigilant and discreet in the performance of
difficult, arduous, and dangerous duty—and that they remained in the
performance of this duty against their desires, and at the express command of
the authorities of the state. [p. 1; emphasis added]

Testifying at Springfield before the committee on January 25, 1849, Thomas
FORD referred to his own report of December 7, 1846, stating he had explained
that, after . . .
. . . it had been agreed that the principal part of the Mormons would remove in
the spring of 1846, it was adjudged by Gen. Hardin, Mr. Attorney General
McDougal, and S. A. Douglas, who were with Gen. Hardin, that two companies
of volunteers should remain to keep the peace between the parties. Gen. Hardin
appointed Mr. William B. Warren, who then ranked as major, to command this
force. The action of Gen. Hardin in the premises, together with the advice of
Douglas and McDougal, were reported to and approved by me. I continued
Major Warren in command, with his rank as major, after one company of his
battalion had been discharged, and even after his command had been reduced to
ten men. Because, the services to be performed by the officer in command there
required consummate prudence, far above the abilities of any lieutenant or
captain of militia then known to me.
THOMAS FORD, late Governor.

Ford then adds in a postscript for this document that he recalls distinctly that it
had been understood at the time ʺthat all the officers were to be paid according
to their rank, and not according to the numbers of their command;ʺ –this,
because ʺ. . . it was a most difficult service, requiring as much talent, energy,
and prudence to command a few men as a greater number.ʺ
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MR & MRS. MCKEE RANKIN, IN THEIR BEAUTIFUL IDYLLIC DRAMA[,] THE
DANITES. N.p., n.d. (colored illustration printed by the Maerz Lith. Co., Buffalo,
N.Y.). Ca. 1880s.

PROMOTIONAL FLYER/THEATER PROGRAM. 13 cm. Single sheet folded to form [4]
pages. Very good. Discoloration to outer pages from the coloring on the inner
double‐page spread (which measures 13 X
17 cm., shown above). Front page with
portraits of the Rankins and ornate borders;
back page listing the cast, with melodra‐
matic characterizations. Apparently set in
the ʺHowling Wildernessʺ of California.
Bill Hickman and Hezekiah (the Danites)
were played by Alexander Fitzgerald and
George B. Waldron; no theater company or
promoter is mentioned.
two items: $450
NOT IN FLAKE. OCLC locates only one or
two examples or variants, both at Brigham
Young University, purchased at least in
part from my Mormon List 38 in 1991.
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The two inner pages form a single double‐page COLORED lithograph illustration
of a night scene from the play ‐ illuminated by the moon and the light from a
cabin doorway from which a woman emerges in time to see a man asking,
ʺPlease Parson May I Pray?ʺ Two Danites look on from a nearby bluff. Rather
mediocre lithography, but deliciously histrionic.

:: TOGETHER WITH ::
An earlier and apparently UNRECORDED
BROADSIDE/HANDBILL advertising the same
play with a partially different cast . . .
THE GREAT NATIONAL SUCCESS! . . . The

Only Appearance of the Gifted American
Artists, Mr. MCKEE RANKIN and Miss
KITTY BLANCHARD In their Beautiful and
Charming Pure American Drama of the
D A N I T E S By Joaquin Miller, (The Poet of
the Sierras,) . . . Chicago: no date given (but
May 1879?), National Printing Co.
Small BROADSIDE (verso blank), 22.8 X 10.4
cm. Very good except for two tears from
the top margin, the second tear slightly
affecting the printed border and the
exclamation point. There is also a short
tear into the right margin with no loss.
Two early notes in pencil each date this
piece to May 9, 1879. Since no date or
theater is printed in the text itself, this flyer
was probably circulated by the traveling
company, with the penciled date perhaps
written by a theater‐goer at the time. The
ILLUSTRATION at right can be enlarged
substantially on the screen to see detail.
NOT IN FLAKE; not on OCLC, which shows a number of similar pieces but not this
one. (A few theatrical collections are also mentioned but are not itemized.)
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[MORGAN, William] ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY, By One of the
Fraternity, Who has devoted 30 years to the subject. ʺAND GOD SAID, LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND
THERE WAS LIGHT.ʺ Second Edition. With an Account of The Kidnapping of the Author.
[No place given.] Printed for the Author, 1827.
21¾ X 13 cm. viii, [9]‐92 pp.
(Supplemental material, pp.
72‐92;
September 22, 1826
deposition of Lucinda Mor‐
gan, pp. 80‐83.)
Collated
COMPLETE. Neatly disbound
(originally issued as a pam‐
phlet without binding or
printed wrappers, but later
bound up with other pam‐
phlets at some point, then
later removed). A very good
copy of this very challenging
title; medium foxing. $1,750
Walgren 2790; American Im‐
prints 29802; Mormon Parallels
254 (describing another 1827
edition). Walgren found nine
locations for this edition
(some with multiple copies,
making a total of twelve
copies in all), none west of
Iowa.
RARE IN THIS CONDITION and
difficult to obtain complete,
and with so little wear as this
copy. First published at Batavia, New York, 1826, then widely republished,
including as many as three other editions of apparent or claimed 1826 date.
Walgren described nineteen editions published in 1827 (including one in Spanish
and one with variant title, Masonry Unveiled . . . ), four 1828 editions, another in
1829, and one more in 1830, for a total of at least twenty‐nine editions of
Morganʹs work during this initial antimasonic period (followed by reprints years
later and into modern times).
ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY was generally read to death, and any surviving
copy of an early edition is something of a rarity today. Given how few copies
can now be located of most editions (in some cases, only one or two known
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examples), it is more than reasonable to surmise that other editions or versions
must have been published which remain unrecorded. The entire text of a
ʺSecond Editionʺ (New York: Printed for the Author, 1827; 84 pp., Walgren 2789)
appears on the New Mormon Studies CD‐ROM.
The only contemporary German edition (Erläuterung der Frey‐Maurerey . . . , 1828,
Walgren 2958) was published by William Child in Waterloo, New York, a short
distance from the Whitmer cabin in which the Book of Mormon dictation would
be completed the following year.

T

which led to the abduction, murder, fame and eulogizing of
William MORGAN (an obscure local tradesman born in Virginia, ca. 1774)
which in turn triggered the literature, attitudes and events of the American
antimasonic movement of the late 1820s which were then reflected in early
Mormon scripture. A YEAR BEFORE JOSEPH SMITH FIRST ATTEMPTED TO DICTATE THE
BOOK OF MORMON, reports were sweeping across the United States about a
shocking event that had just taken place in New York State. Morgan had
disappeared on the evening of September 12, 1826 when he was kidnapped from
the Canandaigua jail, a few miles southwest of Palmyra, New York.
HIS IS THE BOOK

The middle‐aged writer had been preparing an opportunistic exposé reciting full
details of secret Masonic rituals, and he was about to publish it nearby.
According to most accounts, confirmed through
extensive official investigation, Morgan was then
spirited away and put to death by over‐zealous
members of the fraternity. An antimasonic craze
began almost immediately as a religious and civic
movement which was then appropriated by
politicians who worked tirelessly to make every
American feel passionate about the implications
of a secret society which was somehow conspir‐
ing to control ‐ very possibly to destroy ‐ both
church and state alike. Similar to what would
occur during the Red scare of the early 1950s, the
antimasonic frenzy of the late 1820s bred
paranoia sufficient to place a conspirator behind every bush and tree. Many
citizens resisted antimasonry, of course, but everyone was affected by it to some
degree. Our nationʹs first ʺthird partyʺ was born, which introduced the Ameri‐
can tradition of Presidential nominating conventions, and which nearly cost
Andrew Jackson the Presidency. IMAGE ABOVE: detail from the New England
Anti‐Masonic Almanac for . . . 1832, showing President Andrew Jackson as a
Master Mason, with Secretary of State and Grand High Priest Edward Livingston
behind him: ʺThus wherever we cast our eyes, we find the high places of honor
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and the keys of public patronage in the hands of masons.ʺ (ibid., 32; this image
and the quote do not appear in the earlier Morgan book itself which is now
offered here.)
The introduction to Illustrations of Masonry was written by David Cade Miller,
Morganʹs original publisher in Batavia, after Morganʹs death. Except for Millerʹs
introduction, however, and the supplementary material found at the end of this
edition, the Mormon parallels of prime interest in this book relate less to
antimasonry itself than to the much later Mormon temple endowment ceremony.
As a symbol and prime basis of the antimasonic movement, however, this text
captured the popular imagination like no other.
CONTRARY TO DERISIVE DISMISSALS ISSUED BY HUGH NIBLEY in 1946, the similarities
between LDS temple liturgy and near‐identical gestures and phrases in the book
now at hand are stunning. Its text also contains a powerful folk‐level source for
the Shakespearean line later reflected in words spoken by Lehi in the Book of
Mormonʹs 2 Nephi 1:14. ʺThe Prophet Joseph,ʺ recalled Heber C. Kimballʹs
daughter Helen, ʺafter becoming a Mason said that Masonry had been taken
from the priesthood. In Nauvoo I was acquainted with the widow and daughter
of Morgan who exposed Masonry. I remember once when but a young girl, of
getting a glimpse of the outside of the Morganʹs book, exposing Masonry, but
which my father always kept locked up.ʺ –Helen Mar Kimball Smith Whitney,
ʺScenes and Incidents in Nauvoo,ʺ Womanʹs Exponent 11 (15 July 1882), 26. For
full discussion, see Mormon Parallels, entries 254 and 259.

ʺ. . . Warsaw . . . where great manifestations of excited feelings still prevails,
the inhabitants seeming bent upon the point that either themselves
or the Mormons must leave the country.ʺ
12

[NAUVOO] ʺTHE MORMON COUNTRY.ʺ Favorable coverage of Mormon
conduct immediately following the murders of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, in the
WESTERN LITERARY MESSENGER (Buffalo, New York) for Saturday, July 20,
1844 [IV:1].
34½ cm. (13½ X 9½ inches), 8 pp. (complete issue). Disbound; medium stains
throughout, with medium wear.
$150
Uncommon. The substantial composite article (page 7; a full column [13 inches]
of small type) is taken primarily from the Cleveland Herald, and describes the
peaceful conduct of Mormons in Nauvoo at the funeral and elsewhere.
Additional portions from the Warsaw Signal of June 29 and the St. Louis New Era
of July 3 add further details, but do not impugn the Mormons. The editors of this
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Buffalo paper add that, ʺThe accounts of the bloody tragedy at Carthage have so
far been very contradictory . . . We have seen no account yet as to the projectors
of ringleaders in the murders.ʺ A blurb at the end wryly quotes Sidney Rigdon
claiming that this persecution proves that Joseph Smith was a prophet. From the
Cleveland report . . .
Never was a more perfidious, black‐hearted, and cowardly murder. The
persecutors of Mormonism in Illinois can now divide laurels of infamy with
those who hunted Smith and his followers from Missouri—a course of rapine,
treachery and bloodshed that would disgrace even savage life.

His throne it is tottʹring; the LION undone !
13

THE MORMON ʺORDER OF ENOCH.ʺ . . . Signed in type at the end:
ʺGEORGIUS.ʺ ʺFrom the Salt Lake Daily Tribune, March 12th, 1874.ʺ
Small BROADSIDE/HANDBILL (verso blank). 21 X 11 cm. (approx. 8¼ X 4¼ inches).
Printed area including border measures 18.5 X 8.7 cm. Edges frayed; separated
in half horizontally and later re‐joined with tape (apparently archival) on the
blank verso; the same to a couple of other tears. Some soiling. Somewhat brittle
but will remain intact with reasonable care.
condition noted: $300
NOT IN FLAKE; not on OCLC. Presumably unrecorded. Anonymous invective ‐
in ten numbered rhyming verses ‐ against the United Order of Enoch (more
commonly known in LDS history as the UNITED ORDER) which was implemented
and pushed by Brigham Young in 1874. Here is verse 3 . . .
A nice little scheme of old FOXY this seems,
To gobble up property, homesteads and teams.
He doubtless looks forward, to fine jolly time !
When they have all joined, in that ʺsweet sunny clime,ʺ
This land‐grabbing ʺOrder of Enoch.ʺ

These stringent lines against Young may or may not have been penned by
George D. WATT, Youngʹs famous shorthand scribe. But whether or not Watt
wrote this piece, he apparently would have been sympathetic to it (including the
use of the word gobble), as explained by his biographer . . .
Watt had struggled long and hard, but finally his Mormon faith failed. His
neighbors, his old friends, and perhaps the hardship of the farm changed him,
and he substituted Spiritualism for his Mormon faith. On April 12, 1874, the Salt
Lake Tribune announced that George D. Watt would give a lecture at the Liberal
Institute that evening on “Why I Joined the Mormon Church and Why I Left It
and Became a Spiritualist.” The newspaper described him as an entertaining
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speaker and said his subject was one that both Mormons and non‐Mormons
could listen to profitably. . . .
.....
A month before Watt’s talk at the Liberal Institute, the Salt Lake Tribune
published a poem entitled “The Mormons Order of Enoch,” written by a person
with the pen name of Georgius, which could have been a play on Watt’s first
name. He had written some poetry more than twenty years earlier, and even
though this was not very good poetry, it probably was not his. Then on March
13 and 15, an author with the pen name of “W” wrote two articles titled
“Brigham’s Enoch” and “The Gobbling Prophet.” He made an economic
argument against Young, stating that his riches had caused untold poverty
among the lower classes. This author said that cooperation was a correct
principle, but Brigham Young interpreted it as gathering all the riches together
for himself. He also said that he did not “write in bitterness of spirit towards
Young or the Mormons, but with an uncompromising hostility to oppression and
wrong.” The pen name—the same one Watt used in his early articles in the Semi‐
Weekly Telegraph—and the economic approach seem to mark these articles as
Watt’s. He had turned his head and heart away from his former beliefs.
Watt had finally declared himself in opposition to Mormonism and all it stood
for. Several weeks later, a short notice in the Deseret Evening News simply stated,
“Kaysville, May 3, 1874. The undersigned hereby certify that George D. Watt
was excommunicated from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter‐day Saints, on
the above date, for apostasy. C. Layton, Bishop, James Walker, clerk.”
[Ronald G. Watt, The Mormon Passage of George D. Watt: First British Convert,
Scribe for Zion. (Logan, Utah: Utah State University Press, 2009), 253‐54]

The final verse of the newly‐discovered item now offered here concludes like a
didactic Greek chorus of caution . . .
Oh, pause ! ere you join so infernal a plan,
To rob the unwary, to overawe man !
Eclipsed is the Devil, for smartness this once !
Compared with sly FOXY, the Devilʹs a dunce !—
As proved by this ʺOrder of Enoch.ʺ
GEORGIUS.

[S EE ILLUSTRATION on the following page . . .
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He pasa Ek‐kesia . . .
has safely reached me, and I feel very thankful
for so valuable a treasure. The design, the propriety, the wisdom
of letting every sect tell its own story, and the elegant manner in which the work appears,
have filled my breast with encomiums upon it, wishing you God speed.
– JOSEPH SMITH

14

RUPP, I[srael]. Daniel. HE PASA EKKLESIA. AN ORIGINAL HISTORY OF THE
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS at Present Existing in THE UNITED STATES.
Containing Authentic Accounts of Their Rise, Progress, Statistics and Doctrines.
Written Expressly for the Work by Eminent Theological Professors, Ministers, and Lay‐
Members, of the Respective Denominations. Projected, Compiled and Arranged by I.
Daniel Rupp, of Lancaster, Pa.[,] Author of ʺDer Maertyrer Geschichte,ʺ Etc. Etc.
Philadelphia: Published by J. Y. Humphreys; Harrisburg: Clyde and Williams,
1844.
23½ cm. viii, [9]‐734 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Original blind‐ and gilt‐decorated
leather. The binding appears to have been shellacked, and a flexible adhesive
run along the joints. Wear to extremities, with top of spine chipped away. By
surprising contrast, the entire text block, from beginning to end, is in fine, clean
condition.
$375
FIRST EDITION. Flake 7440; Howes R507; Richmond 116. Three weeks before his
death, Joseph Smith recorded that he had received a copy of this book with a
note from the author. In his letter of thanks, Smith praised the work as a
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ʺvaluable treasure.ʺ (HC 6:428,
June 5, 1844, quoted at greater
length above, at the head of
this entry). As indicated on
the title page, the various
sections
were
ʺWritten
expressly for the work by
eminent theological profes‐
sors, ministers and lay‐
members of the respective
denominations.ʺ
Curiously,
however, the section on the
Shakers was written by early
seceder
ʺThomas
Brown,
Orange Co., N.Y.ʺ (656‐62; see
Mormon Parallels entry 76 for
discussion of Brownʹs 1812
Account of the People Called
Shakers.)
Other articles on
unusual
or
controversial
groups included ʺChristians,
Or Christian Connexion, by Rev. David Millard.ʺ (166‐170); ʺNew Jerusalem, or
New Christian Church. By a Layman of that Denomination.ʺ (Swedenborgians,
520‐59); and ʺUniversalists. By the Rev. A. B. Grosh. Utica, N.Y.ʺ (719‐34).
MORMONS: The section on ʺLatter Day Saints,ʺ pp. 404‐10, was submitted by
Joseph Smith himself. For that article, and background on Rupp and this book,
see Dean C. Jessee, The Papers of Joseph Smith (SLC: Deseret Book, 1989) I:445‐58,
with portrait of Rupp. ʺThe publication of An Original History of the Religious
Denominations,ʺ add editors of the later JOSEPH SMITH PAPERS series,
marked a milestone. Before this time, Joseph Smith and his new church had
suffered repeated attacks in books and articles; except for church‐owned
periodicals, the printed word seemed the church’s enemy. With the publication
of “Latter Day Saints,” Smith’s message appeared in a prominent, nationally
distributed volume, signaling that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter‐day Saints
had become an established presence on the religious landscape. [JSP Histories
1:xxix, xxxi. ILLUSTRATION further above (at head of this entry): The first two
pages, [404]‐405, of ʺLATTER DAY SAINTS. BY JOSEPH SMITH, NAUVOO, ILLINOIS.]

This book is often mistakenly thought to contain the first appearance of the
Wentworth Letter (which includes the ARTICLES OF FAITH) in a non‐Mormon book,
but I have noticed that letter in John Hayward, The Book of Religions (Boston,
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1842). What sets Ruppʹs book apart, however, is that it contains some additional
material by Joseph Smith regarding Nauvoo and the history of the Church which
was not published elsewhere. For a discussion, see Seagull Books Catalogue One
on Utah and Mormonism, entry 313.

. . . social problems which have been scarecrows,
in the past, to repel the home‐seeker and capitalist. [p. (14)]
15

Salt Lake City. Chamber of Commerce. FACTS AND NOTES ABOUT SALT
LAKE CITY, UTAH. Compliments of Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce. Salt Lake
[City]: Tribune Print, no date given (but ca. 1888).

8.7 X 19 cm. (approx. 3½ X 7½ inches). [16] unnumbered pages, of which four
contain full‐page engraved plates of mediocre printing quality. Original salmon‐
colored printed paper wrappers (inside wrappers blank). Apparently machine‐
sewn (not side‐stitched). Soiled and stained with medium wear, but COMPLETE.
Considerably more rare and interesting . . . than attractive. condition noted: $300
NOT IN FLAKE; NOT ON OCLC; not on Google; not on the CHURCH HISTORY
LIBRARY Website: evidently unrecorded.
My 1888 date above is surmised from the fact that the latest statistics given on
various pages are for the year 1887. There is a plate showing Temple Square
with a completed temple (which actually would not be completed until 1893),
but the middle spire on the west end isnʹt quite right, and a note on page [1]
states that the building ʺis to be 117 feet wide, 186 feet long, 200 feet high.ʺ With
the usual facts, figures and glowing promotional language to encourage people
of all stripes to come settle in Salt Lake City. For further information, apply to
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seven various railroad agents as far east as New York City (listed on the back
wrapper; round trip from the Missouri River: $47.50, ʺGreatest Inducement Ever
Before Offered by the Railroads!ʺ).

W

HAT SETS THIS SPUNKY LITTLE BROCHURE APART FROM OTHERS,

however, is
its unfettered language urging readers to pay no attention to those nasty
rumors theretofore entertained in regard to MORMONISM. Such days are past!
Salt Lake is now everymanʹs paradise, and the time is right to invest, to socialize,
and to move right in . . .
IMPRESSIONS CONCERNING SALT LAKE

The most absurd and erroneous impressions prevail concerning Salt Lake
City, and strangers who visit the city are astonished to find everything so
different from what their imagination had painted. There is no community in
America, not even in New England, where the inhabitants are more peaceful and
orderly, nor is there any community where religious influence is better felt.
Nearly every religious denomination is represented: the Presbyterian, the
Methodist, the Lutheran, the Baptist, the Catholic, the Congregational, the
Mormon, the Josephite [RLDS], and others. And in addition to the Public
Schools, which, in practice and under the law, are unsectarian, there is a large
number of schools and colleges under the direction and control of the different
churches. . . .
SALT LAKE CITY — PAST AND PRESENT .

There is no State or Territory in the United States that enjoys the advantages
of Utah, and yet none that has received so little attention because of its vast
resources and numerous attractions. The reasons for this are quite evident. The
question of Mormonism with strangers overshadowed and concealed the wealth
of our natural possession. Mormonism, to those beyond the borders of Utah, is a
[page (13) ends] colossal giant on which every eye has been fixed and which has
diverted attention from the glories of our surroundings. Curiosity has been the
only influence that has attracted strangers to Salt Lake in the past. Now,
however, a new order of things is established. . . . [pp. 13‐14]

[catalog continues . . .
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Asael Smith known as Crooked Neck Smith
16

[SMITH, Asael (1744‐1830, grandfather of Joseph Smith, Jr.)] Humphrey GOULD
(1797‐1874; md. Electa Haynes. Second cousin to Joseph SMITH Sr. and to patriarch
John Smith). Final page (only) of an AUTOGRAPH LETTER SIGNED from Humphrey
GOULD to his brother Zaccheus GOULD (1790‐1874; in Topsfield, Massachusetts).
Rowe, Massachusetts, November (no day or year given, but ca. 1848‐51; see
further below).
25 X 19½ cm. One page on one leaf
only, on light blue writing paper.
Address portion on verso. Medium
staining and one small ink‐burn hole
not affecting readability.
$600
DATING:

From a stampless folded
letter with manuscript postal mark‐
ings from ʺRowe Mass Nov 18ʺ and
with manuscript rate of 5 cents. I am
advised by a philatelic specialist that
the applicable five‐cent rate dropped
to 3 cents in 1851.
This letter
mentions the Free Soil party and a
current Massachusetts senatorial
contest. A political expert can no
doubt narrow the year down more
precisely.

T

is one of those unusual pieces which can elicit almost ʺtoo much
informationʺ to share in a catalog description. In a nutshell, it is an early
letter between second cousins of Joseph Smith Sr., discussing early Mormon
family origins. Years later, the writer of this item, Humphrey Gould, would
enter into warm fraternal correspondence with GEORGE A. SMITH in Utah which
continued until a few months before Humphreyʹs death in 1874. Those letters to
Smith are preserved by the Church History Library and can be viewed online.
HIS

SEE: MS 1322: George A. Smith papers 1834‐1877 / Smith family history papers / Letters
to George A. Smith from Humphrey Gould and John H. Gould, 1871‐1874, at
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE709007 The hand‐

writing in those letters matches the earlier specimen now described here.
In 1872, GEORGE A. SMITH ACTUALLY TRAVELED TO TOPSFIELD AND VISITED WITH THE
GOULDS, and afterwards reported on his visit from the podium of the Tabernacle
in Salt Lake City . . .
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I visited, in the course of my journey, the place where Joseph Smithʹs father was
born—Topsfield, Massachusetts. I was in the house he was born in, and upon the
farm where the family had resided three generations previous, they having
resided in that county—Essex—as early as 1666. One object of my visit was to
obtain some historical information in relation to the family of Joseph Smith. It
was about eighty‐one years since my grandfather moved away from that place,
at which time my father was eleven years old, and Josephʹs father twenty‐one,
they being brothers. It would seem strange that, after the lapse of eighty‐one
years, I should find any one who knew my grandfather, yet I saw several persons
who stated that they were personally acquainted with him, although they could
not remember when he moved away; but after doing so, he returned to that
neighborhood, and visited his relatives and acquaintances, and they had distinct
recollections of him, and gave me reminiscences of his history.
.....
In conversing with Mr. Zaccheus Gould and his wife, of Topsfield, over eighty
years old, and Dr. Humphrey Gould, of Rowe, who were cousins, of my father, I
was enabled to pick up many very satisfactory items of information. I am also
under obligation to Mr. John H. Gould, of Topsfield, and to the town clerk of that
place, Mr. Towne, for valuable letters and papers relating to the history of our
family, all of which, as they relate to the ancestry of Joseph Smith, will form an
interesting page in connection with his history when it shall be published.
[ʺRemarks By President George A. Smith, Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, Sunday, July 7, 1872.ʺ Journal of Discourses 15:95‐97. John Hood Gould
whom Smith mentions above was born in 1824, son of Humphrey Gouldʹs
brother Zaccheus (born 1790, recipient of the present letter). John H. also sent
letters and genealogical information to Smith directly, present in the CHL
collection referenced further above.]

Interestingly enough, George A. was not the first Smith to correspond with the
Gould family. In 1788, Georgeʹs (and Joseph Smith Jr.ʹs) grandfather Asael
Smith had written to his own uncle, another Zaccheus Gould (1717‐1793,
brother to Asaelʹs mother Priscilla Gould, and a great uncle to Humphrey
Gould). An earlier ancestor John Gould (ggg grandfather to Joseph Smith Jr.)
had contributed to the Salem witch trial frenzy, but it was the reputation of a
more immediate relative which troubled Asael in 1788 . . .
. . . Now Sur the Storey that I have to Relate to you, and to Look up to you as [a]
child to a father for advise upon is as follows (viz) it has Bin often times thron in
my face and that in cool Blood that my honered mother [Priscilla Smith, 1707‐44;
md. Samuel Smith] that has Bin in her grave Now this 45 yea[rs] was in her
younger Days and all the Rest of her Sisters was then Lookt upon No Better than
common prostet[u]ts or whoers that my grand fathers ^Gould^ your fathers
house was commonly called No other than a common whore house or Light
house and Deservedly shund By all persons of carr[i]ctor or Reputation and
ondley [fr]equented By the greatest Debotchese. . . .
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Asael asked his uncle to respond, but also to burn his letter ‐ which of course was
kept by the Gould family until Humphrey Gould (the writer of the letter which is
now offered here) gave it to George A. Smith in the 1870s! It is supposed to be in
Georgeʹs papers, but I have not found the listing on the Church History Library
website. For extensive background, logical mitigation of those rumors, and a
transcription, see Richard L. Anderson, Joseph Smithʹs New England Heritage . . .
(SLC: Deseret Book, 2003), 177‐180 (paragraph above from pages 179‐80).
IN THE LETTER NOW AT HAND, notice particularly the familiar early knowledge of
the Smith family, including an EARLY REFERENCE TO THE CROOKED NECK OF
JOSEPH SMITH JR.ʹS GRANDFATHER, ASAEL SMITH. Humphreyʹs text is transcribed
below in its entirety . . .
When I was in Topsfield I had with several persons a talk about Jo Smith the
Mormon as some of our friends thought[,] nay were sure that he was born there.
If this was so any description of the old families of the old town would be
defective If so important a fact was true ^and left out^. Since I came home I have
instituted an inquiry about the origin of the world renowned Jo. Smith, the
Prophet and founder of the sect of the Mormons. It is not true that Jo Smith the
Mormon was born in Topsfield and yet he is of our kith and kin, he is our blood
relation. He is not the son of Asahel Smith known as Crooked Neck Smith but
his grandson, being the son of Joseph Smith who was born in Topsfield and
known to our old Topsfield folks. Mormon Jo. was born in Tunbridge Vt. and
when young he removed with his family to P[o]tsdam N.Y. I wish these facts
might be made known to Cleavland before he publishes[,] for of all the
renowned men the [i.e., that] have sprung from the old Topsfield stock Jo Smith
the Mormon is the most distinguished and he will be known and remembered
the world over when the Goulds, Bradstreets, Peabodys are lost in the oblivion of
forgetfulness. I intend to prepare a brief memoir of this extraordinary man and
identify him with old Topsfield and send it to the Gazette for publication. I may
wish to send it by you to Mr. Poole as I am not acquainted with him. I have
given you a long letter. I hope to hear from you soon. I will see you in a few
days. If I can afford it I may to go Boston next winter.
The Whigs of Mass are used up for this year. This is a National Calamity.
Now what do you expect to get a Free Soiler into the Senate of the U.S. No
never. I go for the Union.
H. Gould
[address panel on verso:]
Rowe Mass[,] Nov 18

5 [cents]

Zaccheus Gould Esq
Topsfield
Mass
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For details about this family, see Benjamin Apthorp Gould, The Family of Zaccheus
Gould of Topsfield. (Lynn, Massachusetts: Published by Thos. P. Nichols, 1895),
which provides the following biographical notice about George A. Smithʹs late‐
life cousin and friend, the author of this letter (page 138):

[catalog continues . . .
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SNOW, Eliza R. O MY FATHER. Written by Eliza R. Snow; As Sung by Robert C.
Easton; Illustrated by John Hafen. New York, Chicago: Copyrighted and
Published by Ben E. Rich [and] German E. Ellsworth, n.d. (but 1909?).
26½ cm. [19] pp., counting
final [2] pp. of printed music.
Title illustrated in black,
salmon and olive green with
portraits of Snow, Hafen and
Easton. Illustrated throughout
in monochrome and in colors.
Original printed wrappers on
heavy tan paper with orna‐
mental title printed on the
front in brown and gilt.
STILL

TIED AS ISSUED IN THE

ORIGINAL CORD.

In very good
condition –exceptionally so,
for this item.
$285

Flake 7842, locating four copies (Harvard, Utah Historical Society, BYU and
University of Utah).

A

REMARKABLE PRODUCTION,

apparently intended for public relations pur‐
poses, making no mention whatever of Mormonism anywhere in the
pamphlet. Each stanza faces a corresponding illustration, and the effect is rather
moving. The paintings of a Heavenly Father and Mother are astonishing for
their matter‐of fact, common‐place depictions. For example, facing the lines, ʺ. . .
In my first primeval childhood, Was I nurtured near Thy side.,ʺ we see a colored
impressionistic garden view of a young girl in a white Victorian dress, looking
up lovingly and holding the hand of a somewhat portly, middle‐aged Father
figure with moustache, in a three‐piece tan‐colored suit. ʺTruth is reason, truth
eternal, Tells me Iʹve a MOTHER there.ʺ And indeed, there She is, the only early
portrait of this Figure I have seen. It is a very simple, monochrome illustration in
orange, showing a young woman held closely in the arms of a loving Victorian‐
looking Woman in a long white dress, Her hair tied in a bun. See the illustration
at the beginning of this catalog.
For background and other work by John HAFEN see Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon
Thought 23 (Winter 1990), which shows his work throughout the issue and on its
covers, with a biography, pp. 183‐84. I purchased this copy of O My Father
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twenty‐six years ago, but have never offered it for sale until now, and have only
had one other copy, in much lesser condition.
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WALTERS, Wesley P. NEW LIGHT ON MORMON
ORIGINS from the Palmyra (N.Y.) Revival [cover title].
[La Mesa, California: Utah Christian Tract Society;
Copyright 1967, Rev. Wesley P. Walters].
18 cm. 26, [2] pp., counting the self‐wrappers. About
fine.
$200
First edition, hand‐selected as such by the late author
years ago, at my request, for the recipient:
SIGNED AND INSCRIBED on the first inside page below the
copyright name and notice:

The printed paragraph appearing just above this inscription explains the purpose
of this pamphlet which came as a shock ‐ and as a recognized stimulus ‐ to the
world of Mormon studies . . .
Information which we have recently uncovered conclusively proves that the
revival did not occur until the fall of 1824 and that no revival occured [sic]
between 1819 and 1823 in the Palmyra vicinity. To maintain that Smithʹs story is
true that an 1820 revival occurred is therefore no longer possible. To suggest that
Smith was merely mistaken in his dating would require a drastic alteration of his
narrative at several subsequent points. We show that Smith began with a story
to explain his activities substantially different from the one told by the Mormon
church today. He altered and expanded the story in several steps as occasion
required, finally arriving at the present version.
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This was important, and sometime in the 1980s, Lyn, a punctilious collector,
wanted to be sure he had a first printing of this pamphlet. I asked Wes to send
me one, and the present copy was the kind result (along with a copy for me as
well).
OF COURSE the Presbyterian ministerʹs research was met with resentment by
traditional Mormon scholars, but it forced them to do a lot of work, and Milt
Bachmanʹs . . . First Vision appeared in 1971. For a brief historiographical
overview, see Jan Shipps, ʺThe Prophet Puzzle: Suggestions Leading Toward a
More Comprehensive Interpretation of Joseph Smithʺ (Journal of Mormon Studies 1
[1974]), 4‐11. I once sat on the phone speaking with Wes (who would die in 1990)
as we each looked at Backmanʹs map diagrams of what Backman termed ʺThe
Great Revival of 1819‐1820 in Western, Central, and Upstate New Yorkʺ (see
Backman, Joseph Smithʹs First Vision: Confirming Evidences and Contemporary
Accounts [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1971, 1980 (second edition)], Figure 14, pp.
86‐87). Calmly, slowly and studiously, Wes went from point to point with me,
carefully explaining why the individual sites marked by Backman failed, when
considered together, to sustain a broad 1820 thesis. I wish I had a recording of
that conversation. ʺEvery perspective,ʺ noted Richard L. Bushman years
afterward,
even the most negative, can add something to the picture. Wesley P. Walters,
who worked ferociously to discredit Joseph Smith, may have irked Latter‐day
Saints but they learned from his inquiries. Thanks largely to Waltersʹs work,
virtually every historian of Mormonism now agrees that the 1826 Bainbridge
hearing of Joseph Smith really happened. [ʺFair‐Minded People,ʺ letter to the
editor of Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 37:3 (Winter 2004), p. xiii]

[catalog continues . . .
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WILCOX, Pearl. COLLECTION of illustrated Mormon history articles by this
prolific RLDS writer, extracted from The Saintsʹ Herald, 1958‐61.
28 cm. (11 X 8½ inches), 174 pages on individual leaves cut neatly from issues of
the periodical. Organized and arranged in a three‐ring binder, each leaf being
three‐hole‐punched but protected within an acetate sheet protector. Uniform
toning.
$150

:: WITH ::
AUTOGRAPH LETTER SIGNED by Wilcox,
December 31, 1978. 1½ pages (also hole‐
punched, scarcely touching the hand‐
writing). TOGETHER WITH carbon copies of
cordial letters to Wilcox from the late
David C. MARTIN (Blandinsville, Illinois,
1978 and 1979).
Martin assembled these articles in this
binder, and asked Wilcox what she
thought about him possibly reprinting
them as group. In her letter, she replied:
. . . I think it would be better to print
excerpts since they were written so
long ago. There has been so much
later research and they would be quite
out of date now. They served a good
purpose when they were published
and were used quite extensively but as
I look at them now they seem to be
rather short. . . . My 4th book will be
out about February. It is now going
through the printing stage. I wrote
on, ʺIndependence and 20th century
pioneers.ʺ It is very local taking the
period between 1900 and 1927 . . .

A number of local history illustrations
(including the safe of the Kirtland ʺbankʺ)
seem intriguing. I obtained this set in the
1980s as part of eight boxes of Martinʹs collection which I purchased (with
Martinʹs blessing) from a bank at Nauvoo which was holding them as collateral
on an unpaid loan. ILLUSTRATION ABOVE from her ʺJourneying and Reminiscing
In the Green mountains of Vermont,ʺ Part I, Saintsʹ Herald, Feb. 3, 1958, page 9.
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judge at the trial of the men indicted for the murders of Joseph and Hyrum Smith
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YOUNG, Richard M[ontgomery]. (1798‐1861; Illinois State Representative 1820‐
22; circuit judge 1825‐37; U.S. Senator from Illinois 1837‐43; member of the
mission to England to negotiate a loan for the State of Illinois in 1839; Illinois
Supreme Court 1843‐47; Commissioner of the General Land Office 1847‐49;
Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives 1850‐51. Attorney in Illinois and
Washington, D.C. —Biog. Directory of the Amer. Congress).
LETTER SIGNED as commissioner of the
General Land Office, to William
Mitchell Esq. (in Peoria, Illinois). No
place given; ʺGeneral Land Office,
May 2nd 1849.ʺ
25 X 20 cm. One page on two conjugate
leaves of light blue writing paper; the
remainder blank but for filing docket
on verso of second leaf: ʺCircular for
G.L.O. In relation to the location of
Military Land Warrantsʺ Very good.
There is soiling to the outer folds on
the verso of the second leaf.
$250
In an ornate secretarial hand (except
for Youngʹs autograph signature),
reading in full:

Sir

General Land Office
May 2 nd 1849

In compliance with your request of the 19 th Ultimo, I herewith
enclose you, the Circulars of this Office in relation to the location of
County land Warrants issued under the Act of 11 th February 1847.
I am very Resp[ectfull]y
Your Ob t Serv t

Richard M Young
William Mitchell Esq.
Peoria,
Illinois

F

Commissioner

in 1845, YOUNG had presided at the trials of the defen‐
dants charged with the murders of Joseph and Hyrum Smith at Carthage,
Illinois. By that time, according to Dallin Oaks and Marvin Hill,
OUR YEARS EARLIER
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. . . Richard M. Young was known to
all. A former senator from Illinois, he
was probably the best known and
most experienced of the justices of the
Illinois Supreme Court. Erect and
well proportioned, his 6ʹ2ʺ height
made him a commanding figure in
any crowd. One of his contemporaries
called him ʺthe finest‐looking man in
the state.ʺ
He was a splendid
horseman and a man who did not
flinch at personal physical hardship.
Twelve years before, when he was
named the first judge for the circuit
including Chicago, he had ridden
there on horseback, a round trip of
more than three hundred miles, just to
hold court for three days. Judge
Young had other talents that made him popular on the circuit. He was an
outstanding fiddler who used his fine old violin, which he purchased as a law
student in Kentucky, to contribute to the gaiety of social life during court week.
He was also considered to be an unsurpassed conversationalist, ʺhaving an
exceedingly entertaining style of expression and a limitless store of anecdotes
and apt illustrations always at his command.ʺ His Quincy home was famous for
its festive social gatherings. . . . Though affable, with the stately politeness and
courtly manners of his southern birth, he was always dignified, never tolerating
undue familiarity. Judge Youngʹs courts were models of decorum and order.
[Dallin H. Oaks and Marvin S. Hill, Carthage Conspiracy; The Trial of the Accused
Assassins of Joseph Smith. (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press,
1975), 76‐77]
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