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ADAMS, Robert Darius (1881‐1956). ʺNEAR CEDAR CITY[,] R. D. ADAMS
PHOTO.ʺ (caption in the negative). REAL‐PHOTO POSTCARD showing Native petro‐
glyphs. Unused, but INSCRIBED in pencil on verso: ʺR D Adams[,] Cedar City[,]
Utah.ʺ AZO [manufactured by Eastman Kodak Company], no date (but 1917 or
later).

3½ X 5⅜ inches. Moderate surface wear with traces of mounting on lower front
corners; medium soiling to verso.
$65
Enlarge the IMAGE ABOVE on your monitor to view detail. Dating is based on
Robert Bogdan and Todd Weseloh, Real Photo Postcard Guide (Syracuse Univ.
Press, 2006), p. 223, designating this style (from the printed verso) as AZO 6 and
indicating the earliest known date for this style of card as October 1917.
According to the Southern Utah University Digital Library website, (accessed
October 28, 2015 at http://www.mwdl.org/collections/1114.php ), ʺR. D. Adams
was one of the early photographers of Southern Utah and Nevada. For five
decades, he took pictures of individuals, families, street scenes, parades,
celebrations, and school children. His photographs of Bryce Canyon, Zion, and
Cedar Breaks became some of the first postcards sent from these national parks.ʺ
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ALDRICH, Mark (1802‐1873); Hancock County Illinois land developer and state
legislator; friend of Isaac GALLAND and TOM SHARP; the senior defendant
indicted and TRIED FOR THE MURDERS OF JOSEPH AND HYRUM SMITH.

P

MARK AND MARGARET
WILKINSON ALDRICH & FAMILY,
1789‐1880, comprising some two
hundred original manuscript pieces and
a few rare printed items. Includes the
Aldrichsʹ 1829 marriage certificate; the
presumed EARLIEST MAP OF HANCOCK
COUNTY, Illinois (detail shown at RIGHT);
numerous real estate dealings including
Aldrich endeavors with half‐breed
lands; the 1834 broadside naming the
town of Warsaw, Illinois; letters by
Aldrich and Isaac Galland sent from
Fort Laramie and California in the
1850s, and numerous other poignant
and historical documents & mementos.
APERS OF

With material written or signed by ALDRICH himself, by Thomas C. SHARP,
Calvin WARREN, William N. GROVER, Wesley WILLIAMS, Richard M. YOUNG,
O. H. BROWNING, Stephen A. DOUGLAS, George ROCKWELL, Hiram KIMBALL,
Abraham I. CHITTENDEN, Thomas GREGG, Samuel FLEMING, Henry STEPHENS,
Thomas H. OWEN, George DAVENPORT, William B. WARREN, Almon W. BABBITT,
Joseph DUNCAN, Thomas FORD, Thomas CARLIN, Amos KENDALL, Nicholas
3

BIDDLE, George Wallace JONES, and numerous other figures associated primarily
with early Hancock County.
This surprising archive devolves
principally from Mrs. Margaret
Aldrichʹs family papers including
those which her husband left behind
when he went West in search of gold
(never to return), plus letters, docu‐
ments and other material sent or
entrusted to Margaret by Aldrich,
their children and other relatives,
friends and business associates.
These were discovered and preserved
years ago by my longtime colleague,
Dr. CLARENDON E. VAN NORMAN Jr.
who, preceded by his father, amassed
staggering amounts of rare historical
material from western Illinois and
elsewhere beginning in the 1920s and
continuing until the latterʹs retirement in 2015. He now consigns the Aldrich
papers to be offered here for the first time, kept together as a collection.
My complete illustrated inventory of the collection (205 pages) describes the 220
items or lots numbered 1 – 215 and Ref[erence] 1 – Ref 5. The five included
reference items and twenty‐six of the numbered entries are designated in that list
as ʺsupplementary,ʺ presumed or known to originate from sources other than the
Aldrich collection. Most notable among these is David W. KILBOURNʹs lengthy
1839 MANUSCRIPT DEPOSITION SIGNED, addressing financial complications arising
from the mercantile business of Isaac GALLAND in St. Maryʹs Landing, Missouri,
and Commerce, Illinois; also signed by Thomas FORD, and Samuel MARSHALL,
the bulk of the deposition text and certification in the handwriting of Daniel H.
WELLS acting as Justice of the Peace, written in the home of Sidney Rigdon.
ILLUSTRATION above: an 1855 California letter from Isaac Galland to ʺMy ever
dearly esteemed friend, Mrs Margaret Aldrich,ʺ assuring her that . . .
. . . There is probably no other individual, (outside of your own family,) who has
felt more sensibly the weight & severity of your affliction, under such painful
suspense, than your deeply interested correspondent has done, throughout the
whole protracted scene. But . . . I hope to meet that happy re‐united family soon,
at their own dear home, (where I have injoyed many pleasant hours in by gone
days,) when we can face to face, recount the struggles, toils and sorrows of our
exile in this distant land of strangers & of strife . . .
4

The future judge at Aldrichʹs trial for the murders of Joseph and
Hyrum Smith writes to Aldrich for political support in 1836:
ʺ. . . your favorable consideration will lay me under obligation.ʺ

There is nothing in these papers regarding the deaths of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith, or of Mark Aldrichʹs involvement in the murder or trial. Indeed, the
Mormon‐related content in this collection is quite limited, though many of the
writers and signers who appear here figured prominently in Mormon history.
The principal historical value of this exceptional family archive is to provide a
more expanded, better‐rounded understanding of the broad life and business
activities of leading developers of early Hancock county ‐ and, admittedly, of one
of Mormonismʹs perceived villains of the Nauvoo period.

M

LATTER‐DAY SAINTS of the mid‐twentieth century grew up
reading Nels B. Lundwallʹs The Fate of the Persecutors of the Prophet Joseph
Smith (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952). We came away from its deliciously lurid
stories with renewed ardor and a warm satisfaction that bad men who resisted
the Prophet ultimately got their just dues. Who can forget the mobster who was
eventually consumed alive by maggots, or the murderer of Saints whose eye fell
from its socket into his porridge? All was black and white. The anti‐Mormons of
Hancock County, Illinois were scarcely human (we thought), and our faithful
popular culture demonized them fully.
ANY YOUNG

In real life, of course, people are never totally good or bad. It behooves any
honest historian to wonder what makes us tick. The collection at hand supplies
5

fresh answers in rich and unexpected array. History is built from bits and pieces,
and there are plenty of those in the Aldrich collection. Most of this information
exists nowhere else. You will become privy here to details in the life of the senior
defendant accused of the murders of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. He was
acquitted and soon went West, never to return to family or friends.
That much was known already, and has been published elsewhere. Turning now
to this fresh archive, we begin to hear the man in person and sample his style
both in business and family –as while mining for gold along the banks of the
Trinity River in northwestern California in 1851 when he writes back to ʺMy dear
wifeʺ at home in Illinois . . .
. . . I am in good health and never
enjoyed better in my life, hard fare
and hard work agrees well with me,
especially when I get well paid,
you can see me every day (Sundays
excepted) by imageining to yourself
a little old man fifty years old
setting at his rocker and rocking
from sunrise to near sunset to the
tune of ʺO, take your time Miss
Lucyʺ, And I expect to remain on
this River untill about the first of
October and then if a live and well
shall start for home sweet home as I
think by that time it will be healthy in making the trip across the Istmuth [sic] and
through N. Orleans, give my best respects to Mr Miller and all enquiring friends tell
Mr Miller he must not tire in well doing as I hope to relieve him of some of his troubles
in a few months longer, I shall write to Mr Miller and Warren again in the course of a
week for fear my letters have not been received as for my wife and children I have not
said a word about them, and God forgive me, I cannot write what I feel, and why
attempt it.— dear children I hope they may never know what their farther [sic] suffers
in mind for them, Kiss them all for me. I forgot to mention Doctor Watson is here with
me (the same that lived in Warsaw) and we shall go home together this fall I shall write
again in a few days, May this find my dear family a live and in good health is the
M. Aldrich
prayer of your affectionate husband

I
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in the ILLUSTRATED INVENTORY – (click to
download the PDF catalog, 14 MB) – are my best estimates of stand‐alone
values for each lot. Those figures were used to calculate the total
collection price, which provides a 30% discount off the aggregate total of
$175,140 as an incentive to keep the collection together.
NDIVIDUAL VALUATIONS

THE COLLECTION :

$123,000

▪ Original poster issued to name and develop the town of Warsaw, Illinois on
January 1, 1834. ▪ Mark Aldrich to Mrs. Margaret Aldrich (in Warsaw,
Illinois). Trinity River, Cal., July 20, 1851; carried by pack train and
postmarked at Shasta, California. ▪ Handwriting of William N. Grover, said
at the trial to have shot Joseph Smith in the Carthage Jail. ▪ Public domain
IMAGE of Trinity River (further above) from Wikipedia.
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The young man found in the same place two stones, with which he was enabled,
by placing them over his eyes, and putting his head in a dark corner,
to decipher the hieroglyphics on the plates. [2:272; Dec. 1831]
3

THE BAPTIST CHRONICLE, AND LITERARY REGISTER. By Uriel B. Chambers.
(monthly; volumes 2‐3 of three total published). Georgetown, Kentucky; Frank‐
fort, Kentucky, January 1831 – December 1832 [2:1 – 3:12].

22.7 cm. Twenty‐four consecutive sixteen‐page issues, comprising volumes 2‐3:
[1]‐192 (index to vol. 2, pp. 191‐92); [1]‐192 (index to vol. 3, pp. 191‐92). Occa‐
sional mis‐numbering, and some pages of the first issue of volume 2 bound out
of order, but the entire physical volume collated COMPLETE for the period
covered, comprising 2/3 of all that was published of this title. The lower fore‐
corner of one leaf (2:149‐50) has been torn away, with loss of text amounting to
an area about the size of a quarter‐dollar coin on each side of the leaf (not
affecting the Mormon articles).
Bound in a single physical volume of the period measuring approx. 9 X 5½ X 1
inches. Contemporary half‐sheep (spine and corner tips) over marbled boards;
gilt bands and gilt‐lettered leather label on spine. Medium wear and top of spine
chipped, discoloration to spine, but the volume very solid; mixed foxing or
darkening to portions of text, though not extreme. In all (for such a title), a very
good copy of a rare and intriguing regional religious periodical.
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VERY RARE. OCLC holdings are
somewhat unclear for this title.
No more then three or four
institutions suggest possibilities
of owning all the issues offered
here, with a couple more
institutions apparently owning
volume 2 only. Thus, even
partial duplication to the present
volume is probably limited to
half a dozen locations at best
(with none in the Intermountain
West).
____________________________________________

$3,500

OVERVIEW:

This scarce periodical began in 1830 as the Baptist Chronicle, and
Georgetown Literary Register, changing its name to the title listed above, after
which publication ceased at the end of volume 3. It is anti‐Campbellite in stance,
and contains extensive reports from the field, discussions of revivals, of pre‐
destination, temperance and the encroaching cholera epidemic.
I. MORMONS: A number of early articles on the Mormons appear in these issues,
some of which are partially or entirely ORIGINAL TO THIS PUBLICATION. I have
spent many hours examining these pages, but feel confident that additional
relevant cultural content still waits to be identified.
–

January 1831 issue, 2:11‐12 (15 column inches, entirely on Mormons). ʺFrom the
American Manufacturer[.] LO! THERE.ʺ Begins: ʺWe mentioned nearly a year
since, the appearance of a person in the upper part of New‐York state, who was
preaching a new religion, founded upon a new bible, given to him by an angel.ʺ
Ends: ʺWe are told that the number baptized into the new order, is rising one
hundred.ʺ Includes the following (p. 2:11) from the Painesville Gazette:
ʺAbout a couple of weeks since, three men, calling themselves Oliver Cowdry,
David Whitmer and Martin Harris appeared in our village, laden with a new
revelation, which they claim to be a codicil of the New Testament. They
preached in the Methodist Chapel, and from certain indications, conceiving they
might do more good otherwise, departed for Kutland [sic], where is a ʹcommon
stock family,ʹ under the charge of Elder Rigdon, a Campbellite leader of some
notoriety. . . .ʺ

– February 1831 issue, 2:28‐29 (two articles, the second original to this periodical).
The first article (2½ column inches) is worth illustrating here . . .
9

The second article, immediately following, is ORIGINAL to this paper, entitled
ʺFor the Baptist Chronicle. BISHOP PHILIP S. FALL AGAIN.ʺ It is written by
S[ilas]. M[ercer]. NOEL (b. 1783, anti‐Campbell polemicist pastor in Frankfort,
Kentucky). Bishop Fall has accused Dr. Noel of flip‐flopping in doctrine, so Noel
drags in the Mormons on page 29, as follows:
A word to the bishop‐‐Say, Philip, were you not once the friend of principles
which you now labor to destroy? How many of your own sermons, exhortations
and prayers have you renounced, or pronounced heretical and spurious? Have
you not changed radically? If you have, why make a fuss about changes in other
men? And why so anxious to impute the sin of changing to those who have not
changed? Have you examined the plates of Nephi in the book of Mormon through
Cowdryʹs stone spectacles? Do you go with your celebrated brother reformer
Sidney Rigdon in his New Jerusalem crusade? or have you found a stopping
place in the land of mysticisms, near Buffaloe font—I mean your brother
Campbellʹs ʺbath of regeneration?ʺ Do you believe in all the wonderful stories told
about his watery hocus pocus? Moreover, do you believe that those who have not
heard the gospel are not sinners‐‐and that the fact of hearing the glad tidings
constitutes or makes us sinners? If so, why should men desire to hear such
terribly good news? What, Philip, is the true character of the millions who have
not heard the gospel? They are not all saints. If they are not sinners, do tell us
how they are disposed of in your Bible, or Testament! Once more‐‐If there be no
regeneration or remission of sins without immersion, what becomes of all
believers who die unbaptized? Does your book provide any mansion or abode,
above or below, for these unpardoned, ucregenerated [sic] believers? Perhaps the
plates of Nephi will show some light on these fog‐wrapt mountains. [2:29, issue
dated February 15, 1831]
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–

March 1831 issue, 2:39‐40 (12 column inches, entirely on Mormons). ʺFrom the
Christian Index. FANATICISM.ʺ Begins: ʺWe noticed some time since, the
progress of a new religious order in the western part of Ohio. . . .ʺ Ends: ʺ. . . but
its aberrations are in conformity to the currents in which it drifts.ʺ Includes the
following from the Painesville Gazetteʹs article, ʺThe Golden Bible, or the Book of
Mormonʺ . . .
Among them is a man of color, a chief man, who is sometimes seized with
strange vagaries and conceits. The other day he is said to have jumped twenty
five feet down a wash bank into a tree top without injury. He sometimes fancies
he can fly. [pp. 39‐40]

–

April 1831 issue, 2:58 (3½ column inches). ʺMormonism, or the New Revelation:—ʺ
Apparently original to this periodical (not credited elsewhere, and not
appearing in any transcriptions found on the Internet). Begins: ʺIn Ohio at
present, there seems to be a great bustle among Campbellites and Mormonites.ʺ
Ends: ʺThe last number of the Evangelical Enquirer, a Campbellite pamphlet,
published at Dayton, treats of nothing else but Mormonism, from one end to the
other.ʺ Includes mention of Campbellʹs review of the Book of Mormon . . .
Mr. Campbell (the elder) has published his letter to Sidney Rigdon, alledging
that he had no intention ʺto insult him.ʺ Alexander also comes out violently
opposed to Mormonism, and fills something like 16 pages close print in the
Harbinger, with his investigations of the new Book, &c. which, we suppose, had
been furnished him by his ʺbrother Sidney Rigdon.ʺ [p. 58]

–

April 1831 issue, 2:121 (brief mention, in an anti‐Campbell editorial apparently
original to this periodical, entitled ʺAlexander Campbell in 1817, a high toned
Calvinist!!—,ʺ reading in part as follows . . .
Persons who can sacrilegiously sport with the most sacred subjects—who can
whirl around like a weathercock, in matters of religion, according to every breeze
that blows, whenever it suits their carnal purposes to do so, generally land
ultimately on the shores of Deism, Atheism, or Skepticism, or perhaps
Shakerism, Mormonism or something of the kind. [p. 121]

–

April 1831 issue, 2:136‐37 (12 column inches, entirely on the Mormons). ʺTHE
MORMON DELUSIONʺ appears to be taken from at least two sources, and may
include brief original editorial material. Begins: ʺʹA Presbyterianʹ residing in
Chester, Geauga Co. Ohio, in a letter to the editor of the Hampshire Gazette,
communicates the following information respecting the Mormonites, a new sect
which has sprung up in the West.ʺ Ends: ʺ[ʹ] . . . From the resemblances between
the Pilgrims and the Mormonites in manners and pretensions, we would think
Old Isaac had re‐appeared in the person of Joe Smith, and was intending to make
another speculation.ʹʺ Includes the following . . .
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There are many who were once respectable and intelligent, who are now
following these wretched impostors—these pretended prophets. Joseph Smith,
Jr. author of the new revelation, is now head man in the bag [i.e., big] family. He
pretends that he goes to the Lord occasionally for advice, and they think, yea
they know they have all their orders from head quarters, even from the Lord
Almighty, through the mouth of his prophet. Jo pretends to cast out Devils, to
give the Holy Ghost by laying on of hands, to heal the sick, &c.—He has 10 yearʹs
[sic] translating to do; he looks in a small stone he has, and there reads the will
of the Lord and writes it for the good of his fellow men; he can read a personʹs
heart by looking in his face.— [p. 186]

–

December 1831 issue, 2:[180] (page misnumbered ʺ272ʺ). (3½ column inches,
credited to ʺS. C. Journal.ʺ) Begins: ʺOne of this sect lately gave the following
history of the origin of this religion: . . .ʺ Ends: ʺ[ʹ] . . . This was performed to
admiration, and now, as the result, we have a book which is the Mormon Bible—
a book second to no other—without which the Holy Bible would be of little use.ʹʺ
Includes brief description of the plates, ʺwith Arabic characters inscribed on
them . . . connected with rings in the shape of the letter D, . . .ʺ Also see the
extract from this article which appears at the head of this catalog entry.

– 2:[184] (page misnumbered ʺ276ʺ). Two brief consecutive articles total 4 column
inches: ʺFrom the Millennial Harbinger. MESSRS. RIDER AND BOOTH.ʺ AND
ʺExtract from Joel H. Haden to the editor of the Christian Messenger, dated Howard co.
Mo. Oct. 10, 1831.ʺ The latter reports some hundred ʺdevotees of Joseph Smithʺ
settling in Jackson County. ʺ. . . they have dedicated a spot of ground to rebuild
the Temple upon . . .ʺ
– May 1832 issue, 3:72 (one column inch, credited to ʺStandard.ʺ) Quick blurb,
reading in full: ʺA ʹMormoniteʹ newspaper has been established at Independ‐
ence, Misso. by W. W. Phelps, called ʹThe Evening and Morning Star.ʹ In a
postcript [sic] he says ʹFrom this press may be expected as soon as wisdom
directs, many sacred records which have slept for ages.ʹʺ
–

October 1832 issue, 3:159 (3½ column inches, credited to ʺBoston paper.ʺ) ʺTHE
MORMONITES.ʺ Begins: ʺIt is our humiliating duty to record the fact, that two
of the preachers of this fanatical sect have visited Boston, endeavoring to
propagate their strange doctrines, and it is said that about fifteen persons here
have become converts, having been led away by their delusions.—ʺ Ends: ʺMr.
Himes says in his preface, that ʹtwo individuals who have gone are defenceless
females. They had acquired by their hard industry, $2,300.ʹʺ Includes mention
that ʺRev. Joshua V. Himes, pastor of a Baptist church in this city, has
republished Mr. Campbellʹs Analysis of the pretended ʹBook of Mormon,ʹ with
prefaceatory [sic] remarks, for which service he merits the thanks of the public.ʺ
12

II. Non‐Mormon articles with MORMON
noticed:

PARALLEL OR CULTURAL BACKGROUND

– ANTI‐CAMPBELL articles and editorials include pp. 2:75‐76, 3:169 (describing the
Millennial Harbinger as ʺthe great pestilential Comet rising from the plains of
Bethany in the east, . . .ʺ), 171‐73, 186‐90, and no doubt numerous other articles
not noted.
–

TEMPERANCE, 2:147‐48, 165‐66, 3:16, 24, 38, 40 (cholera), 42, 63‐64, 108, 112
(cholera), 121 (cholera), 123 (adulterated wine; for relevance, see Mormon
Parallels entry 422), 128, 132 (linking intemperance with cholera deaths: compare
to Mormon Parallels, pp. 802 and elsewhere), 148 (interesting typographic tree
device, ʺThe Tree of Dissipation.ʺ ‐ issue for October 1832, four months before
Joseph Smithʹs Word of Wisdom dictation), 173‐74 (calling upon liquor vendors
to cease their activities for religious reasons, as well as public good).

–

3:165 (referring to the self‐confident elect; see Mormon
Parallels entry 131 regarding the antinomian Zoramites in the Book of Mormonʹs
land of Antionum, although the term ʺantinomianʺ was not coined until the
sixteenth century, A.D.)

–

NAT TURNER execution, 2:[183‐84] (misnumbered ʺ275‐76ʺ); cf. Mormon Parallels
entry 10.

–

ONEIDA INSTITUTE 3:150‐51 (close to which Joshua Seixas would soon teach
Hebrew in 1835 near Utica, New York).

–

ʺSinging loud allelujas to God and the Lamb.ʺ 3:13 (lyric; compare to chorus line
in the Mormon hymn, ʺThe Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burningʺ).

ʺANTINOMIANS.ʺ

13

. . . a full and authentic account of their degraded social condition, their blasphemous
rites and ceremonies, their sacrilegious doctrines and practices . . .
4

[BEADLE, John Hanson. Life in Utah; Or, the Mysteries and Crimes of
Mormonism . . .] ʺCONDITIONS FOR LIFE IN UTAH; . . .ʺ Small BROADSHEET
HANDBILL promoting the book. [Chicago and elsewhere, National Publishing
Co., ca. 1870].

8 X 15 cm. (approximately 3⅛ X 5¾ inches). Printed on the front and back.
Condition essentially AS NEW. DISCLAIMER: I have several copies of this ephemeral
piece, obtained in the 1990s.
$35
ʺIn Extra Fine English Cloth . . . at $2.75 per Copyʺ or ʺIn Fine Leather, (Library
Style,) . . . at $3.25 . . .ʺ On the back is a blank line for the agent to sign and leave
with the potential customer. ʺTo avoid delaying the Agent, whose time is
valuable, subscribers are requested to be prepared with the price of the book on
its presentation by the Agent.ʺ Describing the book as having 540 pages (thus,
the first edition), these ephemeral advertising pieces would date from ca. 1870
and are bright and well preserved.
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the first published portrait of Joseph Smith
— in the book which led to his demise

5

BENNETT, John C[ook]. (1804‐1867; Assistant President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter‐day Saints, Mayor of Nauvoo, Major General of the Nauvoo
Legion; medical doctor, accused adulterer & abortionist and ʺSaintly Scoundrelʺ):
THE HISTORY OF THE SAINTS; Or, An Exposé of JOE SMITH AND
MORMONISM. By John C. Bennett. Boston: Leland & Whiting, 71 Washington
St.; New York: Bradbury, Soden, & Co., 127 Nassau Street.; Cincinnati: E. S.
Norris & Co., 247 Main Street., 1842.
$3,000
18.8 cm. (binding, 19¼ cm. = 7½ inches tall). ii, 344 pages (four of the plates
counted in the pagination) plus the fine engraved portraits of Bennett and Joseph
Smith (each with its original tissue guard still present ). Collated COMPLETE, with
all pages and all six plates; two flyleaves at the front, one at the back (as issued)
and the attractive original light brown endpapers front and back. The front,
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blank flyleaves and the first printed leaf (ʺnote by the publishers.ʺ) bear an
obtrusive small stain in the blank lower fore‐corner, about the size of a dime
coin. (The title page remains quite clean.) Blank bottom corner tip of one
internal leaf (pp. 173‐74) lost. Occasional minor text stains and some toning, but
really quite presentable. Moderate abrasions to the Bennett plate; the Smith
plate is quite nice.
BINDING: Original blind‐stamped dark brown cloth; spine plain without letter‐
ing (as issued) and with the lurid come‐on title stamped in bold gold letters on
the front board: ʺMORMONISM EXPOSED BY JOHN C. BENNETT.ʺ Spine
and board extremities expertly restored, preserving at least 90% of the original
cloth. In all ‐ for this very difficult title ‐ A VERY GOOD, STRONG AND TIGHT COPY.

FIRST EDITION. Flake 404; Howes B358; Graff 262; Sabin 4733; Woodward 13.
ON July 8, 1842,ʺ wrote David O. McKayʹs niece (a century after the fact),
the Sangamo Journal in Springfield [Illinois] published the most sensational extra
of its career. John C. Bennett, next to the prophet the most celebrated figure in
Nauvoo, had been excommunicated from the Mormon Church and was writing
16

the editor a series of letters the like of which the latter, in all his years of sifting
scandal, libel, and election hoaxes, had never seen before.
ʺI write you now from the Mormon Zion, the city of the Saints,ʺ Bennett began
the first letter, ʺwhere I am threatened with death by the Holy Joe, and his Danite
band of murderers.ʺ Calling the prophet everything from an outrageous libertine
to a foul and polluted murderer, Bennett heaped story upon story until he made
Nauvoo a name to rank with Sodom and Gomorrah. His subsequent letters were
published at irregular intervals up to the end of September, when they appeared,
collected and revised, in a book called The History of the Saints: or, An Exposé of Joe
Smith and Mormonism.
The long catalogue of Bennettʹs accusations was republished in the leading
American newspapers. ʺThe whole thing,ʺ said the New York Herald on July 24, ʺis
full of philosophy, fun, roguery, religion, truth, falsehood, fanaticism, and
philosophy. Read the following extracts, put your trust in the Lord, and learn
how to restrain your passions.ʺ
Bennett accused Joseph of setting up a despotism on the frontier which aimed to
overthrow the Western states and establish an empire with himself as king. This
was to be accomplished through the Legion, which, Bennett said (skirting his
own peculiar responsibility in the matter), had secured thirty cannon and
immense quantities of small arms from the state of Illinois.
[ –Fawn M. Brodie, No Man Knows My History (NY, Alfred A. Knopf, 1945), 314]
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was to become ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL ANTI‐MORMON BOOKS
EVER PUBLISHED. It contained damaging accusations which included

HIS
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Mormon prostitution and polygamy (spiritual wifery) and murder by the Danite
band. Bennettʹs shocking ʺrevelationsʺ may have helped directly to fuel the fires
of mobocracy which, within two years of this publication, culminated in the
murders of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. Indeed, the effects of this book continued
to hurt the Church for generations.
ILLUSTRATIONS: Graff and Howes provide inaccurate information on the plates,
and Flake provides incomplete information. The book contains six illustrations:
the fine engraved portraits of Bennett and Smith (two extra leaves, on heavier
paper, not counted in the pagination), and four simple engravings (on regular
paper as part of the book, counted in the pagination; one is a verso and three are
rectos, [seen by their implied page numbers below]; their opposite sides are
blank): Plan of the City of Nauvoo, including small inset views of the temple &
baptismal font, p. [188]; Daughter of Zion, showing a large number of people in
the temple, Joseph Smith wearing a miter, p. [263]; Destroying Angel, portraying
an apparent execution by Danites in the temple, p. [269]; and Order Lodge, with a
nude person kneeling before an altar in the temple, Hyrum Smith presiding,
p. 273. The all‐important, first‐pub‐
lished portrait of Joseph Smith is in
excellent condition, with its original
tissue still in place and untorn (DETAIL
AT LEFT).
This engraved plate appears on heavy
paper, between pages 56 and 57. The
earliest and perhaps most accurate
original portrait of Joseph had
evidently been made by Sutcliffe
Maudsley in Nauvoo on June 25, 1842;
Josephʹs own diary referred to that
event.
The image was obviously
available to John C. Bennett, since the
portrait in this book was clearly done
after Maudsley, and bears that artistʹs
name.
Incredibly, a defective example of this
book brought $1,870.00 at the famous
Lyn Knight auction in Salt Lake City
held on the evening of November 20,
1999 ‐ even though its badly‐worn
binding had come loose and the all‐
important portrait of Joseph Smith was
18

missing. I would not have suggested that it should bring such a price, but sex
and violence sell. For good or for evil, this book has remained a sensation for
more than 170 years.

showing the full plate and the restored spine

showing the repaired back board
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[Black Hawk War] MANUSCRIPT COMPANY ROSTER Sheet [Nauvoo Legion (Utah)]
for the second and fourth platoons of an unidentified ʺCompany D.ʺ No place
given (but Utah), November 2, 1865.
$1,200
25 X 19½ cm. One page, verso blank. Written ENTIRELY IN PENCIL, but dark and
clear. Once folded horizontally in thirds, but very good with minimal wear.

Listing a dozen men in ʺ2nd Platoon Company Dʺ and thirteen more in ʺ4th
Platoon Company D.ʺ Columns display each manʹs horse, saddle, saber and gun
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(if any), number of ʺPistols,ʺ and rounds of ammunition. W. B. Folsom and
Howell Mifflin have nothing, whereas R. V. Morris has everything but a saber,
and has 1,000 rounds of ammunition. Erastus F. Hall has ʺ3 Kegs of Powderʺ and
ʺ150 lbs Lead.ʺ A number of the men are sick or unavailable ʺAt the Malad
[Idaho],ʺ ʺGone South,ʺ gone to Virginia, to Springville, or just plain ʺAbsent.ʺ
The date corresponds to the beginning of the last period of active service for the
famous Utah Territorial militia which retained its original name of Nauvoo Legion
from the days in Illinois. I have found several of these men living in Utah and of
young military age at this time. Military history is not my specialty, so the image
above is large enough to allow full examination here.
The Legion was activated this final time around in order to serve in the Utah
BLACK HAWK WAR. The following paragraph describes Richard WINMILL (born
March 23, 1840; listed on this document as ʺRd Windmillʺ) as follows . . .
Richard was called to serve in the Black Hawk Indian War in Southern Utah. He
witnessed the killing of Major John Vance and Sergeant He[b]er Houtz. They
were watering their horses when shot from the bush. Richard was on the hillside
gathering the wood for the night and witnessed the killing. In the year of 1920,
he received his first pension from the government for the payment for his
services in this war. He had applied for his pension years before, but because he
had registered under the name of Richard Hardy, his adopted name, he was
questioned and refused. He had given up hope of receiving it. On September 3,
1920 one of their girls was called on a mission and as Richard was old this was
going to be a struggle for them, but they never lacked faith to obey Godʹs
commandments. About three months after their missionary was in the field a
check for $820 came to Richard for back pension due him and $20 per month
until his death. [ http://www.winmillfamily.com/Richard_Winmill_1840.htm
accessed March 22, 2016]
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BOOTHE, Danford (1804‐1890; md. [second] Sarah Morgan, 1831). MANUSCRIPT
DOCUMENT SIGNED. Also SIGNED by Minerva P[helps]. CADBY, and by wit‐
nesses Henry [M.?] BOOTHE and Rachel A. MORGAN. Manchester, Ontario
County, New York, October 21, 1833.
32½ X 20 cm. One page, verso blank. Plain paper lozenge seals over red wax
next to the principal signatures. Wearing, particularly along the wide blank
bottom margin, but fully intact without loss of any writing.
$600
The
APPRENTICE
INDENTURE
of
fourteen‐year‐old John N[elson].
CADBY (1818‐1917; married Almira
Trowbridge, 1848) ʺto the farming
business untill he is Twenty one years
of age . . . to serve the said Booth and
live with him untill the full Expiration
of said time . . .ʺ The boyʹs mother
Minerva P[helps]. [Adams] CADBY
(1799‐1862) signs here, in obvious
absence of the ladʹs British‐born and
evidently absconded father (John
Wesley Cadby, 1786‐1864; died in
Wiltshire, England).
The language suggests personal
negotiation here, because it departs
from more standard usage and terms
for such a form, though it stipulates
points of commensurate substance . . .
. . . then the said Booth agrees to give
to said John or his Representative a good farmer like Cloathing & Board during
his apprenticeship and at the end of said time a good Domestick Suit of Cloath
new and Extra over his usual wearing apparrel and to send him to school during
said time twelve months, and also to give him a Colt worth at least fifty Dollars
and a Common Saddle .&. Bridle – and it is expressly understood that said Booth
is to pay all usual attention and care to said John in cases of common sickness
both as to nursing & doctoring, but if said John should become disenabled from
serving as agreed by any casualty or school absence from said Booth or refuse to
serve him then the above obligation is of no effect, otherwise to Remain in full
force and virtue as witness our hands and seals dated at Manchester this 21th day
of October 1833 . . .
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Gone from this form are more typical expected phrases (such as, ʺAt cards, dice,
or any other unlawful game, he shall not play,ʺ for example, ʺnor haunt or
frequent ale‐houses, taverns, or gaming placesʺ) ‐ usual expressions not seen
here. John was probably a good boy, though it looks like there was some
concern he would want to spend too much time at school, perhaps at the expense
of his health. (Fortunately, as things turned out, he would live nearly a century.)
I have formed a serious collection of apprenticeship documents over the years,
and find this one rather unusual and quite interesting in its language and terms.
My price above will betray the fact that I donʹt really want to sell it, but it belongs
in a Mormon catalog for the following connection . . .

ʺThe followers of Joseph Smith,ʺ wrote Charles SHOOK in The True Origin of
Mormon Polygamy (conveniently available as item 41 in this Mormon List 75),
have made at least one attempt to get testimonies favorable to his family among
the old citizens of Palmyra. In the Cadillac (Michigan) News of April 6, 1880,
appeared an article from the Rev. C. C. Thorne, of Manchester, New York, which
contained a number of testimonies relative to the poor character of the Smiths
and Cowdery, . . .
.....
This stirred the Mormons, who at that time were carrying on mission work in
Cadillac, to action, and, in the spring of 1881, two of their elders, W. H. and E. L.
Kelley, went to Palmyra and vicinity, concealed their identity, interviewed the
parties . . . and published their purported interviews in the Saintsʹ Herald, of
Plano, Illinois, for June 1, 1881. Their purported interviews with Booth, Reed,
Bryant and also J. H. Gilbert, reported by the first named, I now give: . . .
.....
We then called upon Mr. David [sic] Booth, an intelligent gentleman, hale
and hearty, and upwards of seventy years of age—and made known our
business.
Mr. Booth promptly stated that he knew nothing of the Smiths, or their
character; did not live in their neighborhood, and never saw either of them;
did not know anything about them, or their book.
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Did you know the Cowderyʹs?
ʺI knew one—the lawyer.ʺ
What kind of a character was he?
ʺA low pettifogger.ʺ
What do you mean by that?
ʺWhy, he was not a regular lawyer, but took small cases and practiced
before the justices of the peace. We call them pettifoggers here.ʺ
What was his given name?
ʺLyman; he never taught school; guess he was no church member; he was
a Mason; that was all there was to him. They called him loose Cowdery.ʺ
What did they mean by that?
ʺWhy, he would take small cases; would be on the wrong side, and pettifog
before justices, was the reason, I suppose.ʺ
Are you certain his name was Lyman? Wasnʹt it Oliver?
ʺIt has been a long time ago. I think maybe his name was Oliver.ʺ
Did he drink?
ʺEverybody drank then. I never saw Cowdery drink.ʺ
Mr. Bryant , here in the village, told us that he was a strong Anti‐Mason,
and helped to write Morganʹs work.
ʺOh, that is all nonsense; they donʹt know anything about it. Mr. Bryant
hasnʹt been here more than thirty‐five years; his wife was raised here—is his
second wife. Cowdery was a strong Mason, so they all said; that is all the
religion he had.ʺ
[Shook, 24‐25; 28‐29]

ʺJoined by his brother Edmund,ʺ clarifies Dan Vogel in his authoritative EARLY
MORMON DOCUMENTS compilation,
William Kelley arrived in the Palmyra/Manchester area in early March 1881. . . .
In addition to interviewing Reed, Booth, and Bryant, the Kelleys interviewed
seven others: Ezra Pierce, Orlando Saunders, Abel Chase, John H. Gilbert, Hiram
Jackaway, John Stafford, and Thomas H. Taylor. According to William Bryant,
both Kelleys asked questions, while one took notes. Despite William Kelleyʹs
claim that the interviews were published ʺjust as they occurred,ʺ and E. L.
Kelleyʹs statement that the language of those interviewed ʺwas taken down at the
time,ʺ in their ʺown wordsʺ . . . the Kelleys were actually poor note‐takers. An
examination of their small notebook at the RLDS Church Library‐Archives in
Independence, Missouri, reveals that the interviews were written in pencil in a
terse, fragmentary fashion. [EMD 2:81‐82]

Indeed, Vogel is being generous even with this revelation, as seen in the actual
Kelly notes reproduced by Vogel, which include the entire written Kelley basis
for the Danford Booth portion which appeared in the Saints Herald (quoted by
Shook, further above). The Kelley interview notes for Booth read in their entirety
thus:
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D. Booth Says O Cowdry was a low bettifog=ging lawer & Mason. guess he was
no church member and Mason. Was Cowdry a drunkard Every body drank
then. Cowdry known as ʺloos Cowdryʺ—
[EMD 2:84, citing (p. 83) ʺWilliam Kelley, Notebook, No. 5ʺ in the ʺWilliam H.
Kelley Papers, RLDS Church Library‐Archives, Independence, Missouri.ʺ]

ʺNo sooner did the reports of these interviews appear,ʺ recounts Shook,
than at least three of the parties concerned indignantly and emphatically denied
under oath ever making some of the answers attributed to them, two of them
reaffirming what had appeared over their names in the article in the Cadillac
News written by Rev. Mr. Thorne. Their affidavits follow:
Danford Booth, of the town of Manchester and county of Ontario, N. Y.,
being duly affirmed, deposes: He has read the article in the Cadillac Weekly
News of April 6th, 1880, respecting ʺCowdery and the Smith family,ʺ over the
signature of C. C. Thorne. The interview therein mentioned between
deponent and Thorne did take place. The matters therein set forth, alleged to
have been stated by the deponent to Thorne, were so stated by deponent to
Thorne. He has read also in a paper called the Saintsʹ Herald, of June Ist, 1881,
an article purporting to give what was said in an interview between W. H.
Kelley and another party and the deponent, in which it is stated that
deponent informed said parties that deponent and Thorne never had an
interview as alleged by Thorne. Deponent declares that he did not so inform
said parties, and that he has no recollection of such a question being asked
(Signed) DANFORD BOOTH.
him by them.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, July Ist, 1883.
(Signed) N. K. COLE, J.P.
[Shook, 36‐37]

For a more extensive and sophisticated clarification of all the details, see Vogelʹs
Early Mormon Documents volume 2, Sections B and C, particularly pp. 81‐84, 92‐
94, 168‐69, and 174‐75. A tempest in a teapot, perhaps, but this is the sort of
plodding stuff on which careful history is built. Even the document at hand
provides useful data, giving the precise spelling of Mr. Bootheʹs names as he
signed them (first and last, both of which have been confused in various reports)
‐ and showing the solid stable character of the man himself, half a century before
the controversial interviews took place.
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter‐day Saints. First Presidency. . . .
MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD HANDBOOK [at head: THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER‐DAY SAINTS][.] Salt Lake City: Published by The First Presi‐
dency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter‐Day Saints . . . , 1970.
21½ cm. 62 pp. Original plasticized gray wrappers printed in blue. Three‐hole‐
punched very neatly, evidently as issued. Condition essentially as new. I
presume this was my fatherʹs.
$25
Not the first, and not to be confused with the General Handbook of Instructions,
but a very nice copy if you need it. LAID IN is an official flyer headed with the
word ʺU R G E N T ! ! ʺ from the Church Magazines department (June 30,
1971, signed in type with facsimile signature of Verl F. Scott, Business Manager;
2 pages on one leaf, folded in thirds, condition as new), relaying concern from
the First Presidency that members are letting their subscriptions to Church
periodicals lapse. Reports are expected. ʺThere has been a very decided drop,ʺ
explains Scott, ʺin the circulation of both The Ensign, magazine for adults, and
The Friend, magazine for children, in the past three months.ʺ The main reason
seems to be due to the transition from the old Improvement Era and other
superseded titles.
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. . . all the Miserable Feelings and Distressing Symptoms disappearing
with a rapidity that is REALLY MARVELLOUS.
9

CROUCH, F. B. HEALTH, STRENGTH AND ENERGY[.] MORMON ELDERS
DAMIANA WAFERS. [caption title] . . . F. B. Crouch Pharmacist, 202 Grand
Street, New York, Agent for U.S.A. Lith[ographed]. by G. H. Buek & Co., N.Y.
No date (but ca. 1880s).

BROADSIDE, 33 X 27½ cm. (13 X 10¾ inches). [Verso blank]. Printed in colors.
Heavily but uniformly toned. Mounted on linen long ago. Numerous pinholes
in margins from long display, along with darkened tape stains near various
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edges. Abrasion loss to portions of three letters in the top line (STRENGTH,
ENERGY). Once folded in sixths horizontally, probably for mailing to a distribu‐
two items: $3,500
tor or mercantile establishment. DETAIL shown above.
SEDUCTIVELY RARE, if not unique. NOT IN FLAKE; NOT ON OCLC; not found
on the Internet. Presumably unrecorded, and conceivably the only copy in
existence. The BUEK lithography firm adopted the name of ʺG. H. Buek & Co.ʺ in
1884 (according to Illustrated New York. The Metropolis of To‐Day. New York:
International Pub. Co., 1888, p. 123, giving a brief history of the firm with an
illustration of its large and impressive building. Accessed online at Google
Books, December 18, 2015).
Pamphlets, trade cards, and original tin containers for this product are rare as
henʹs teeth, and I have never seen or heard of a broadside (poster) for it. As I
wrote years ago when offering my second related pamphlet for sale,
ONCE, maybe twice in a career, a
Mormon bookseller may come
upon one of the brochures adver‐
tising this product. I had one other
‐ quite different ‐ perhaps fifteen
years ago or more, and have
located two examples of the
original ʺtinʺ or small flat metal
box in which this pre‐, pre‐ Viagra
product was dispensed ‐ printed
with the image of a naked
Victorian lady discretely veiled
here & there (mostly there) with a
thin swirl of gauze. Who better,
after all, to represent victory over
(ahem !) ʺnervous debilityʺ than
the Mormon elder, with his many
wives!

See http://www.rickgrunder.com/EphemeraForSale/damiana.htm for further
background. In the new discovery now offered here, a dandy gentleman
(conceivably much older than the alluring lass seated next to him at a ball)
squints delightedly through his monocle, while twirling in the other hand his
deliberately‐collapsed top hat:
Heʹs not going anywhere, in other words,
because he has energy to last the evening. His dance card dangles on a cord
from his coat button, and it bears the monogram: M E D W, translated
immediately below in type: ʺMORMON ELDERS DAMIANA WAFERS.ʺ

28

T

along the left side of the image is a trifle discreet, but every
gentleman of that era knew precisely what was intended by the line,
ʺChecks all Wasting of the Vital Forces from whatever cause arising.ʺ This was
a direct reference to youthful indiscretions supposedly causing later impotency
–including, in substantial measure, masturbation. For extensive data supporting
this point, see: http://rickgrunder.com/Catalogs/OnanCatalog.pdf (16 MB). The
broadside (except for the illustrated portion reproduced further above) reads in
its entirety, from top to bottom, as follows:
HE TEXT

HEALTH, STRENGTH AND ENERGY
MORMON ELDERS DAMIANA WAFERS.
THE ONLY SAFE RELIABLE

VEGETABLE REMEDY Ever discovered for the

Permanent Cure of Brain Wreckage, Paralysis, Sleeplessness, Harassing
Dreams, Premature Decay of Vital Power, and all Functional and Diseased
Conditions of the System dependent upon the Deficiency of the Vital
Forces.
Cures Dyspepsia, Nerve and Heart Disease.
Cures Kidney and Liver Complaints.
Cures all Blood Disorders.
Cures Consumption and General Debility.
Checks all Wasting of the Vital Forces from whatever cause arising.
THE EFFECT of this Remedy in Nervous Debility and its Kindred Evils

is Immediate and Permanent, all the Miserable Feelings and Distressing
Symptoms disappearing with a rapidity that is REALLY MARVELLOUS.
Ask your Druggist for Circular or send to F. B. CROUCH[,] PHARMACIST,
202 Grand Street, NEW YORK, AGENT FOR U. S. A. FOR SALE EVERYWHERE.
Lith[ographed]. by G. H. Buek & Co., N.Y.

:: TOGETHER WITH ::
AN ORIGINAL TIN CONTAINER for this product, ca. 1880s. Nearly a quarter‐
century ago, I happened by unlikely chance to converse with a fellow shopper in
a booth at an Albany, New York collectibles show. Until that time, I had only
hoped and speculated that a Damiana Wafers container must have existed at one
time. Imagine my surprise when the gentleman described finding just such a
ʺtinʺ secreted in an alcove of the chimney of his old house. That artifact was then
photographed for Carmon Hardyʹs book, Solemn Covenant: The Mormon
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Polygamous Passage (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1992),
appearing in the set of illustration pages following p. 340. ʺMormon pluralists,ʺ
mused Hardy,
were undoubtedly flattered that not only did the predictions concerning
polygamyʹs supposed vicious consequences fail to occur but, as time passed,
increasing numbers of outsiders acknowledged their general good health and
youthful appearance. Beyond the example of Brigham Young, or the spurious
ʺMormon Elders Damiana Wafersʺ huckstered by Gentiles to the gullible on the
assumption that Mormon men possessed extraordinary sexual powers, more
sober testimony existed that could be taken as confirming their hygienic success.
There was, for example, the remark of Lady Duffus Hardy that although she
thought Mormon men coarse and sensual she also found them full of physical
strength and good health. ʺOne cannot imagine,ʺ she said, ʺa bad or ill‐regulated
liver among them.ʺ [Hardy, 96 (emphasis added)]

Shortly afterward, I obtained an original Mormon Elders Damiana Wafers tin of
my own ‐ an exciting event for a specialist bookseller! Alas, the container was
empty and its salvific benefits remained untested. I sold that tin for more than
$2,000 however (mid‐1991), so benefits did accrue. I have now obtained another
example ‐ only my second (though I understand, with the advent of eBay, that a
few more have turned up in the meantime). Here it is, included with the poster:

measures 7.4 X 4.5 cm. (approximately 3 X 1¾ inches)
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ʺThe
Damiana Wafers,ʺ reads the label on the bottom panel,
ʺfor Strengthening the
and
. Price $1.00 F. B. Crouch
202 Grand St. N.Y. Sole Agent U.S.A.ʺ ILLUSTRATION ABOVE: This is a high‐
resolution image which can be greatly enlarged on the screen.
The text along the two long sides of the lid claims that this product is ʺA REMEDY
FOR MALARIA.ʺ and ʺA CURE FOR DYSPEPSIA.ʺ
ʺ
,ʺ
advertises the legend along one long side of the base, with instructions along the
other side to ʺ
[.]ʺ The manufacturer of the box itself,
according to one end of the base, was ʺSomers Bro[ther]s.ʺ in ʺB[roo]klyn, N.Y.ʺ
In very good, strong condition, but with some moderate loss of enamel as shown.

Whether it means a ʺhome stake,ʺ a ʺfence stake,
or a ʺbeef steak,ʺ we are not informed . . .
10

DAILY TERRITORIAL ENTERPRISE. (newspaper, Virginia [City], Nevada) for
Friday, April 14, 1871 [XXII:62].
$250
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). In very nice, bright condition; neatly disbound.
Ads for trains, hotels, and groceries mingle with lawyers and saloons to set a
colorful Nevada tone. But the reason I bought this scarce paper is for its
delightful ORIGINAL COMIC EDITORIAL teasing the Mormons on page two
(column two; 9½ column inches) entitled, ʺEXTENSIVELY OFFICERED.ʺ It takes
off from the forty‐first annual conference of the Church:
After the singing by the choir of ʺHark! ye mortals; hist! be still!ʹ[ʹ] Elder Cannon,
a big gun among the Saints, presented the Church authorities to the Conference,
which were unanimously accepted and indorsed. We . . . find them officered as
follows: . . .

The famous Virginia City editor (Joseph Thompson GOODMAN, miner, editor,
author and humorist; hired and encouraged a promising young reporter by the
name of Samuel CLEMENS) cannot copy all of the names for his readers as listed
in the Deseret News (he says), but he names quite a few of them, and then he has a
little fun . . .
With all these officers and offices[,] the Mormon Church ought to be pretty well
governed. A few of the above titles are of awful significance—for example,
ʺPresident of the first seven Presidents of the seventies.ʺ We donʹt know that the
office would suit us, but there is a grandeur about the title that is unusually
attractive. The ʺPresident of the Stake of Zionʺ is a title that strikes us with some
awe. Whether it means a ʺhome stake,ʺ a ʺfence stake,ʺ or a ʺbeef steak,ʺ we are
not informed, but it is manifestly a position of great importance . . .
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He waxes a little more serious toward the end, but not at total expense of
flippancy:
There is one modest position mentioned which has doubtless escaped attention.
It is that of ʺTrustee‐in‐trust for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.ʺ
It is filled, of course, by Brigham Young. It seems to designate an agency, or
something of the sort. But the office is one of leading importance. It enables
Brigham Young to steal the tithings of the Church, and manage its affairs in just
such a manner as seemeth good in his sight. The office has made him rich—how
rich, it is difficult to say; but he says he can ʺdrop dollarsʺ with any monarch in
Europe. Certain it is, however, that the old gentleman has done well, and that
the Mormon Church is sublimely officered.

. . . the Gods in yonder heavens have something to do with these revolutions—
11

DESERET NEWS. Truth and Liberty. Great Salt Lake City, U[tah]. T[erritory].,
Thursday, Sep[tember]. 21, 1854. {Vol. 4. No. 28.}

Folio (22 X 15½ inches). [4] pages (complete issue). Printed on grayish‐tan
Utah rag paper manufactured on Temple Square, with the natural deckle edges
of the original hand‐made sheet remaining untrimmed all around. Very good;
some medium soil to two folds at top‐front where once folded into eighths. A bit
of edge and other creasing could easily be humidified and pressed flat under
cold pressure. The paper remains pliable and strong.
$400
OBTAINING PAPER for this inland pioneer newspaper became a recurring
problem. ʺIn the January 12, 1854 [Deseret] News,ʺ explains Wendell J. Ashton,
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[Thomas] Howard and his associate, Thomas Hollis, announced to readers:
ʺHis Excellency the Governor, having granted the use of the northeast corner
of the Public Works shop for manufacturing paper, we, the undersigned, solicit
the citizens of Utah Territory to send all kinds of rags and waste paper of all
descriptions, to the Tithing Office immediately. . . .ʺ
Five months later, after Willard Richards had died, the Deseret News stepped
out in its first homemade paper. It had been made with the use of a beet grinder
serving as a rag engine, with a capacity of about eighty pounds. Other sugar
machinery was used, but most of the papermaking had been done by hand and
had been dried and bleached in the sun. The paper machinery was powered
from the shops of the temple block, drawing their energy from City Creek.
Homemade paper had at last been produced in the mountains. But the
problem had not been solved. . . . It was gray and thick. The paper that followed
during June 22 to October 5, 1854 was even darker and with more shades. It has
been compared with articles varying from pancakes to Josephʹs coat of many
colors. In any event, readers could almost see the button‐holes in the shirts
that went into the paper.
The News editor . . .
explained that it would be
without imported paper until
the fall, and urged Bishops to
stress the need for rags,
ʺcolored or uncolored, washed
or unwashed.ʺ . . .
......
By July 27 the News had
returned to full‐size sheets of
four pages, issued weekly. But
two weeks later, another
editorial of apology and appeal
appeared. It explained that
rags were slow coming in, and
all colors, except black were
being used. It pleaded for
more rags, ʺclean or dirty,
white of colored.ʺ
ʺBut dark gray is better than no paper,ʺ the editorial reasoned.
[Wendell J. Ashton, Voice in the West. Biography of a Pioneer Newspaper . . . (New
York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1950), 56‐58. Illustration ABOVE from page 3, right‐
hand column, showing bits of pioneer thread still remaining in the paper pulp]

ʺDISCOURSE By President J[edediah]. M. Grant, Tabernacle, April 2, 1854, p.m.ʺ
(page 1, col. 5 through page 2, column 1) fills 37 COLUMN INCHES with tiny but
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alarming type. Grant muses on the signs of the times, and the inevitability of
war . . .
. . . the war cloud is still booming oʹer the heavens, darkening the earth, and
threatening the world with desolation.
This is a fact the Saints have known for many years—that the Gods in yonder
heavens have something to do with these revolutions—the angels, those holy
beings who are sent from the heavens to the earth to minister in the destiny of
nations, have something to do in these mighty revolutions, and convulsions, that
shake creation almost to its center.
.....
Three days before the Prophet Joseph started for Carthage, I well remember his
telling us we should see the fulfillment of the words of Jesus upon the earth . . .
The Prophet stood in his own house when he told several of us of the night
the visions of heaven were opened to him, in which he saw the American
Continent drenched in blood, and he saw nation rising up against nation. He
also saw the father shed the blood of the son, and the son the blood of the father;
the mother put to death the daughter, and the daughter the mother; and natural
affection forsook the hearts of the wicked; for he saw that the Spirit of God
should be withdrawn from the inhabitants of the earth, in consequence of which
there should be blood upon the face of the whole earth . . . [p. 1, col. 2; emphasis
added]

Such a scene sickened the heart of the Prophet, says Grant, who doesnʹt like the
idea of ʺthousandsʺ of people perishing in war. But he is glad to see prophecy
fulfilled. The Lord is about to ʺwhipʺ Uncle Sam for rejecting the Saints and the
gospel, and this is a good thing . . .
I rejoice exceedingly that the work of God is progressing so rapidly under the
sun upon the face of all the world. For it is just as necessary, and just as much
the work of God[,] is war, and bloodshed, as repentance and baptism for the
remission of sins; and it must progress, for the only means to bring about his
purposes, consummate his decrees, and establish eternal righteousness, is by
cutting off the wicked from the earth, after he has sought to save them by the
plan of salvation. Seeing they would not listen—they would not obey—they
would not be instructed—then as a kind father who cares for the welfare of his
children, he takes the chastening rod, he unsheathes his sword in heaven, and
cuts off the disobedient portion of his children. I rejoice to see this work
progressing. [p. 2, col. 1; emphasis added. Edited in the Journal of Discourses to
read, ʺFor war and bloodshed are just as necessary, and just as much the work of
God, as repentance and baptism for the remission of sins; . . .ʺ]

For Grant, this language was somewhat restrained. Three weeks earlier, on
March 12, he had had delivered his infamous address in the old Tabernacle
advocating blood atonement of apostates ‐ a sermon so extreme that it did not
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get printed in the Journal of Discourses (but was published in the Deseret News of
July 27, 1854, not included here). The Church liked his speeches nonetheless ‐
very much, evidently ‐ because five days following the present address, Grant
was made both an apostle and second counselor to Brigham Young. Two and a
half years later, Grant was dead. He was the father of Heber J. Grant, the
longest‐serving President of the Church (1918‐45).
THE LEAD EDITORIAL of this issue, entitled ʺLITIGATION,ʺ fills more than a
column of page [3], signed in type at the end by the First Presidency. They
discourage lawsuits, preferring arbitration at bishopsʹ courts. If all else fails and
a dispute must become a matter of law, at least you should . . .
. . . hire no lawyer, but produce your evidence, make your statement if you wish,
and submit the question to the magistrate, judge, or jury; and let no persons be
found at a trial except the court, the parties, witnesses, and such others as
actually have business there.
It will be well to observe this plain, and necessary counsel, and bear in mind
that we have no fellowship for litigious lawyers, nor for any person who prefers
litigation.
BRIGHAM YOUNG,
HEBER C. KIMBALL
JEDEDIAH M. GRANT
[p. 3, col. 3]

Another, unsigned editorial in the same column answers a query sent to the
editor by a reader who wonders if respectable non‐Mormon gentlemen may date
Mormon women in polite social situations. The answer is yes, but only after way
too much trouble:
If a gentleman wishes to associate with our females, let him repent and be
baptized for the remission of his sins. . . . Let these gentleman go forth and
preach the gospel to the nations, like the Mormon Elders, without ʹpurse of scrip.ʹ
Let them be mobbed, tarred and feathered, and whipped a few times for Christʹs
sake, not for their own follies; and return after a few yearsʹ labors . . . [p. 3, col. 3]

They didnʹt have social media back then.
In the ADVERTISEMENTS on page 3, ʺMrs. Phelpsʺ advertises her new millinery
store in a basement on East Temple Street; Gilbert Belnap has found someoneʹs
large white ox (ILLUSTRATED above); J. W. Huntsman has a hundred cords of
wood for sale in Tooele County, and Zerah Pulsipher has a saw mill and two
good houses for sale ʺon Big Kanyon creek, about eighty rods above Prest.
Youngʹs flouring mill.ʺ
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GEDDES, Joseph A. THE UNITED ORDER AMONG THE MORMONS
(Missouri Phase)[,] Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy in the Faculty of Political Science[,] Columbia University By
Joseph A. Geddes, [sic] New York, 1922. [no printer or publisher given; on verso
of title page: ʺCopyright 1924 By Joseph A. Geddesʺ].
23 cm. 172 pp. (ʺChronology of Important
Events,ʺ pp. [10]‐15;
ʺBibliography –
Collecions [sic],ʺ [165]‐167;
ʺVita,ʺ 168;
ʺIndex,ʺ [169]‐172).
Collated COMPLETE.
Original printed wrappers. Generally very
good (internally almost fine, well‐printed on
coated paper). There is medium soil and a
few marginal stains to the wrappers with a
little loss from foot of backstrip, but not a
bad copy for such a vulnerable booklet on a
popular topic.
$85
Early version, NOT IN FLAKE, of a work
published in 1924 by the Deseret News Press
(which is Flake 3536‐37). ʺThe author of this
monograph,ʺ according to Geddesʹ Vita,
was born in Plain City, Utah, Nov. 27, 1884. . . . He did graduate work at the
University of Chicago . . . and at Columbia University during 1912‐13, receiving
his A. M. Degree in 1913. . . . In January, 1921, he again entered Columbia
University, where he has studied continuously until the present (autumn, 1922).
...
He taught in the Oneida Academy . . . and later served as Principal of the
institution . . . He has recently accepted the position of Professor of Social
Science and History at the Brigham Young College, Logan, Utah. [p. (168)]
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[HARDY, Zachariah, b.1799 (Belfast, Maine) – d.1846 (Montrose, Iowa); baptized
a Latter‐day Saint in 1836; ordained a Seventy; said to have died from exposure
while ferrying Saints out of Nauvoo in February 1846)]. JACOB WOODBERRY
(1782‐1841). Manuscript LETTER SIGNED to Joshua CARPENTER, (Collector of the
Port in Castine, Maine). Boston, June 19, 1830.

24½ X 20 cm. One page (verso blank) with conjugate leaf bearing address
portion and recipientʹs docket. Red circular Boston postmark. In very good,
clean condition. Original (strong) folds from mailing.
$385
Zachariah HARDY is a somewhat obscure figure officially (mentioned only once
in the History of the Church). However, his loyal Mormon progeny appears to
have preserved family records with strong traditions of a seafaring background
put to good use crossing the Mississippi during the dark end‐days of Nauvoo.
The following selection is an example of various accounts to be found on the
Internet . . .
At the time of the martyrdom Zachariah was among the first to reach the scene
of the tragedy. This event threw the saints into grief and confusion until Brigham
Young took command of the Church, determined to lead them west.
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Immediately they were caught up in preparation to move. Part of the preparation
was building flat boats large enough for horses and wagons to board. These
flatboats had to be ferried across the river. Originally because the Hardyʹs were
carpenters and shipbuilders, Zachariah was called to go with the first company
as rafts and bridges were needed to cross the many rivers going west which
would be swollen in the early spring, but later because of his seamanship skills
Brigham Young asked him to stay and run the ferry boat across the river to
assist the fleeing saints who were being driven and persecuted by angry mobs.
On February 9, 1846 with the wagons lined up down Parley Street, his own
family among them he began ferrying the wagons across the mighty Mississippi.
He ran the ferry day and night for three days as he could not depend on help. On
the night of February 11, 1846, a terrible storm arose. The chilling winds of
winter swept down upon them with a force that rivaled the terror of the mobs.
Zachariah never wavered from this calling. The next morning when the ferry had
not returned, they found him lying on the ferry, his beard and hair matted with
ice. He had a very bad cold which developed into pneumonia from which he
died on the river bank with only a wagon bed covered and placed on the ground
as a means of protection. In this same wagon bed lay his sick wife, who had there
delivered a baby five days earlier and their other five children, the wagon bed
being the only shelter the young family had.
As they dared not return to Nauvoo in the daytime, his brothers, Joseph and
Lewis and brother‐in‐law, Abiah Wadsworth and a son, William took his body
and buried it at night. This left his wife along with six children to provide for,
with very little to live on until spring. Emma Smith, the prophetʹs wife, opened
her home and cared for them until she was able to travel and then said, if she
would give up her trip west with the saints she could have a home with the, but
Eliza refused.
[ʺLindaʹs Hardy Ancestors and Cousins, Notes,ʺ accessed October 26, 2015 at:
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~smithhouse/andergen/
hardyfam/aqwn04.htm (emphasis added)]

THE PRE‐MORMON LETTER regarding Hardy which has now come to hand
certainly verifies the ʺseamanship skillsʺ described by his descendants.
Unfortunately, the context is not flattering in other regards, and reads in its
entirety as follows . . .
Boston June 19. 1830
Josh Carpenter, Esq.
a

Dear Sir, Capt. Zackariah Hardy of the Sch[ooner]. Exchange belonging to me
sailed from Boston in April with a mackeral license, & ordered to Block Island, or
thereabouts – Instead of proceeding to Block Island, I understand that the said
Hardy went to Belfast [Maine, Hardyʹs birthplace] where he remained about a
fortnight & then proceeded on his fishing cruise off Block Island, when he was
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seen by the crew of another vessel – I have been expecting him daily, but last
evening I understood from one of the crew of said Exchange, who arrived in
town, that instead of returning to Boston, the Capt. & crew agreed to go to
Belfast where then arrived, & disposed of a part of the mackerel & salt – From
Belfast they went to Bangor, where they disposed of the remainder of the
property – From what I can learn from my informant it is certain that they are
squandering my property & that they are determined to destroy the vessel or
abscond with her – In case the vessel should be found within your jurisdiction I
wish you to detain her with the papers, and give me information to that effect,
and I will authorize some one to come for her, or I will appear in person —
With great respect &c
Your humble Servt

Jacob Woodberry
Crew of Sch. Exchange }
Zackariah Hardy ‐ Capt of Belfast
Dan. Calief ‐ Mate
Soln Crockett
Jos. Brown
– Turner
a brother of the Capt, and
my informant Otis Pickard of Boston
________________________________
[address portion:]
Jos. Carpenter Esq
Collector of the Port
Castine, Me.

While I suppose it is possible that Bro. Hardy was once a scoundrel as suggested
in this communication, I think it equally plausible that he merely exercised cer‐
tain discretions which were understood better by himself than by his employer.
Or perhaps informant Pickard was the real offender, rejected by the crew and
sent home prematurely, only to turn on the men with some fabricated accusation
created to curry favor (and wages) from Mr. Woodberry. We may never learn
the whole story. Whatever happened, it is a rare event to find such a colorful,
original 1830 manuscript complaint against a future Latter‐day Saint.
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[HYDE, Orson, and Samuel Harrison SMITH] ʺThe Mormons in York County.ʺ
ARTICLE on these unnamed missionaries in THE JEFFERSONIAN (newspaper,
Portland, Maine) for Monday afternoon, November 4, 1833 [VII:32; Whole No.
344].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very little wear, but a large unsightly dampstain
runs through the top half of the paper.
$65
On the second page, column 5, this article must refer to Hyde and Smith, though
they are not named here. It reads in its entirety thus:
The Mormons in York County. The Saco Republican says that ʺthe two young
gentlemen who were instrumental in getting up the excitement in this town and
Buxton, have been (to use their own language) ʹcalled by Providence to revisit the
Holy Land,ʹ and that they have accordingly embarked upon their journey for
Missouri.ʺ It is further stated, that ʺthey have founded a church, appointed a
deacon, who is to officiate as parson, and that their meetings are still attended
with ʹpromptness and religious zeal.ʹ The number of Mormon ministers now
laboring in different sections of the country, we are informed, exceeds six
hundred.ʺ—Port[land]. Adv[ertiser].
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KANE, THOMAS LIEPER (1822‐83), ʺthe friend of the Mormonsʺ; ʺ. . . attorney,
abolitionist, and military officer who was influential in the western migration of
the Latter‐day Saint movement
and served as a Union Army
colonel and general of volunteers
in the American Civil War. He
received a brevet promotion to
major general for gallantry at the
Battle of Gettysburg.ʺ –Wikipe‐
dia.
COLLECTION of five books,
two letters, a tall scientific
pamphlet and a bibliographic
artifact, all owned or written by
Kane, 1840‐82.
These pieces
(except for the Durand item)
constitute the remainder of a
group of material assembled by a
colleague who has now retired.
The earlier half of this collection
was sold in my Mormon List 68
(July 2011), entry 11.
For Mormon‐based background on Kane, I turn below to Matthew J. GROW,
ʺLiberty to the Downtroddenʺ: Thomas L. Kane, Romantic Reformer (New Haven &
London: Yale University Press, 2009) and to GROW & Ronald W. WALKER, eds.,
The Prophet and the Reformer: The Letters of Brigham Young and Thomas L. Kane
(Oxford Univ. Press, 2015). For a substantial summary of Kaneʹs life, see:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_L._Kane The PORTRAIT ABOVE was part
of the earlier portion of this collection (sold in 2011 and NOT present here).
the collection of nine pieces: $3,500
The items in this collection are listed chronologically, below . . .
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clockwise, beginning at bottom‐right: Thomas L. Kane, Buzot, Mahan, Schalk,
Elisha Kent Kane, Durand, Benét, Army Regulations 1857, Cameron.

purchased and signed in France by teen‐aged Thomas L. Kane
— François BUZOT (1760‐94; radical French revolutionary leader). MÉMOIRES
SUR LA RÉVOLUTION FRANÇAISE, Par Buzot, Député a la Convention Nationale,
Précédés dʹun Précis de sa Vie et de Recherches Historiques sur ler Girondins; Par M.
Gaudet. Paris: Pichon et Didier, 1828.
21 cm. [2 (half‐title with ads on verso; title leaf) ff.; xv, 112; 364 pp. Collated
COMPLETE. A few leaves with conjoined, still‐dangling corner temoins prove that
this volume has never been read straight‐through. On pp. 168‐69, an early owner
has used blank margin space to start or try his pen methodically in numerous
criss‐crossed straight lines.
Nineteenth‐century three‐quarter sheep over
marbled boards; gilt‐lettered morocco label on the multi‐paneled spine.
Medium wear, though solid. The text is not much worn, but there is foxing to
the beginning and ending portions.
SIGNED AND INSCRIBED in large and somewhat florid writing on the original
plain blue front wrapper, which is bound in:
T. L. Kan e .
of Phlda
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The handwriting is Kaneʹs, and he was probably eighteen years of age when he
wrote this self‐conscious ownership note. It was in 1840 that his parents sent him
on tour, and he spent most of that year in Paris. He would go again in 1843, but
here is what Matthew Grow describes from the earlier of those two periods . . .
Thomas also had brushes with French radicalism, which he masked in his
letters home. . . . Indeed, he was drawn to the French reputation for radical
politics (which attracted political exiles from throughout Europe) as well as the
cityʹs robust political atmosphere, which included a lively popular press, public
debates, and all types of propaganda, almost universally hostile to Louis‐
Philippeʹs government.
According to a biographical sketch written by Thomasʹs future wife Elizabeth,
his letters of introduction gave him access to the ʺexclusive coteries of the old
nobles,ʺ including an ʺold Abbéʺ who in his youth had been a secretary to
Robespierre. This abbé in turn introduced Thomas to the ʺrevolutionary element
which was always fermenting in Paris.ʺ Elizabeth continued: ʺInto this Kane
threw himself with his boyish fervor, awakening the attention of the police by his
erratic appearances in such varying companionship. Much to his disgust, his
apartments were visited and his papers seized on suspicion that he was an
emissary of that shabby rogue, Louis Napoleon. Becoming satisfied of his
innocence, the Chief of Police atoned by affording him many curious glimpses
into the inner life of Paris.ʺ While this tale has the tenor of a family legend,
contemporaneous documents suggest some grounding in reality. Harriet Wood
wrote Thomas in October 1840 of her amusement upon learning of ʺyour papers
having been searched, as you were thought a suspicious character.ʺ
The facts became embellished in later years and proved useful for the
developing perception, by himself and others, of Kane as a romantic hero. After
the Civil War, Kane claimed that he had first received military experience
ʺbehind the barricades of Paris.ʺ [Grow, ʺLiberty to the Downtrodden,ʺ 16‐17]

written at age twenty‐five
— Thomas L. KANE. AUTOGRAPH LETTER SIGNED to Hon. William Medill.
Philadelphia, April 29, 1847.
21½ X 17 cm. One page (verso blank) with conjugate blank leaf. Once folded for
mailing. No cover present. Very good. Reads in its entirety as follows:
Philadelphia, Apr. 29. 1847.
Dear Sir,

Yours of the 29 of this month I have just received

You were kind enough to promise me copies of your
Report to the Secretary and the papers accompanying it. It has
occurred to me that I will do well to save your Clerks trouble by
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informing you that I shall not need them, having possession of the
originals.
Yours truly
Thomas L. Kane
Hon. William Medill
MEDILL (1802‐65) was a Representative in Congress from Ohio at the time Kane
wrote this letter. He would go on to serve as the Second Assistant Postmaster
General, as Commissioner of Indian Affairs (1845‐50), Governor of Ohio, and
First Comptroller of the United States Treasury (1857‐61).

— [Elisha Kent KANE (1820‐57; famed arctic explorer, Navy surgeon, elder brother
of Thomas L. Kane)]. HOME‐MADE BOOK WRAPPER folded from a piece of vellum
once comprising part of a land indenture. No date.
Approximately 5¼ X 8½ inches, not counting the two flaps or the folded‐over
edges. With expected medium soiling and wear, but very strong.

INSCRIBED in an unidentified hand: ʺLt Col E. K Kane / Kane, / Pennaʺ and with
the book title neatly printed, ʺDon Quixoteʺ on the portion designed to fit over
the front cover of the volume. The book itself is no longer present.
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Enough remains of the land indenture writing (now on the inside of the
wrapper) to suggest that this involved a sale of city land owned by John H.
Brinton and his wife Sarah. A witness signature of one ʺJ. H. Brintonʺ remains.
There was indeed a noted Civil War surgeon named John Hill Brinton (1832‐
1907, married to a Sarah), who served in the Civil War (and who was a friend of
Thomas Eakins, who painted his portrait). From the appearance of this remnant,
however, I will guess that the seller was the surgeonʹs grandfather of the same
name (1772‐1827) who also married a Sarah. Did Kane and the younger Brinton,
both medical men, serve together in the field at some point, and did Brinton
carry a bunch of old family parchments around for everyday use? Iʹve done too
much research on this piece today, so will leave the mystery to others.
ELISHA was by far the most
famous of the several Kane
brothers during their lifetimes,
and he is the subject of
countless books and articles.
Interesting to the book title
now at hand, Robert Patterson
Kane (ʺPat,ʺ younger brother
to Elisha K. and Thomas L.)
wrote of Elisha (with some
concern, in later years) that
ʺMy dear brother resembles our
very lovable Don Quixote; . . .ʺ
–Robert Patterson Kane to
Cornelius Grinnell, February
13, 1854, quoted in David Chapin, Exploring Other Worlds: Margaret Fox, Elisha Kent
Kane, and the Antebellum Culture of Curiosity (Amherst & Boston: University of
Massachusetts Press, 2004), page 146 (emphasis added). Elishaʹs contemporary
biographer, on the other hand, preferred to portray the man in more ascetic
terms . . .
His intellectual tastes expressed his character and conformed to it. He was not a
novel‐reader; and for the stage he had no relish. ʺThe theatre,ʺ he says, ʺhas
always been to me a wretched simulation of realities; and I have too little
sympathy with the unreal to find pleasure in it long.ʺ HIS FAVORITE BOOKS ARE
IN THE ICE OF SMITHʹS SOUND: they modified him less than they entertained
him. [William Elder, Biography of Elisha Kent Kane (Philadelphia and New York,
1858), 260 (emphasis added). IMAGE above, ʺIn the Brigʺ (detail) portraying Kane
(seated, at left) during his second winter in the arctic, from Wikipedia Commons]
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— United States. War Department. REGULATIONS FOR THE ARMY OF THE
UNITED STATES, 1857. New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, [1857].
19 cm. xxv, [1]‐457, 21 pp. + 1 leaf of 2 plates (printed front & back) between
pp. 68‐69. Collated thus, COMPLETE. Introductory paragraph, p. [iii], signed in
type by ʺJEFF[erson]. DAVIS, SECRETARY OF WAR.ʺ Original blind‐decorated dark
brown cloth; gilt‐lettered spine. Binding very strong but quite dull, with
extremities wearing. A dark brown stain mars the lower fore‐corner of the first
fifty pages. Medium foxing.
INSCRIBED in ink in a refined but unidentified hand (not Kaneʹs) on the front free
endpaper, ʺCol. Thos L. Kane.ʺ This inscription is repeated in the same
handwriting along the outer margin of page 100. Old penciled notes and a
simple diagram in yet another, unidentified hand appear on the final endpapers.
This was the year when Kaneʹs famous brother Elisha died, and the year when
Brigham Young asked Kane to intercede with the President during
misunderstandings which ultimately led to the Utah War. Kane obtained letters
of introduction from Buchanan and set out by ship and isthmus railroad, finally
arriving in Salt Lake City, much depleted, on February 25, 1858. For very
colorful background to these events, see Grow, ʺLiberty to the Downtrodden,ʺ
chapter 9, and Grow & Walker, The Prophet and the Reformer, chapters 34ff.

— E[lias]. DURAND (1794‐1873). Article XIV. A Sketch of the Botany of the BASIN
OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE OF UTAH. By E. Durand. [caption title]. No
printed introductory sheet, no imprint.
At bottom of the third page:
ʺPhiladelphia, March 1st, 1859. Vol. XI.—21.ʺ [from, or off‐printed from,
Transactions of the American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia, 1860) New Series
Volume XI, pp. 155‐80].
30½ X 24 cm. Paged [155]‐180; [2] blank leaves at front and [2] at the back. With
generous margins. Orig. plain light green wrappers. Wraps separating and
worn; internally fine. Unopened and uncut.
This is one of two copies which I acquired in the early 1990s in company with
other material which unquestionably belonged to Kane and his descendants.
This extract was almost certainly sent to Kane directly by the publishers in
thanks for what we read in the first paragraph:
This sketch has been suggested by the examination of a collection of botanical
specimens, made in the vicinity of the Great Salt Lake City, by Mrs. Jane
Carrington, and placed in my hands through the kind remembrance of our
colleague, Colonel Thomas L. Kane.
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The article is quite scholarly. At the end of each botanical description appears
the name of the person who originally supplied the specimen, including Mrs.
Carrington, ʺMaj. Stansbury,ʺ ʺLt. Beckwith,ʺ and ʺCol. Fremont.ʺ Of the latter
contributor, we read in a note at the bottom of p. 157 that ʺI must say that the
specimens brought by Colonel Fremont from the regions of Oregon and
California, had been greatly injured by the difficulties and accidents of the
voyage, and many therefore could not be properly examined by Dr. Torrey.ʺ For
interesting background, see an article accessible through the following URL:
https://journals.lib.byu.edu/spc/index.php/wnan/article/download/29843/28306

— D[ennis]. H[art]. MAHAN. A TREATISE ON FIELD FORTIFICATION, Contain‐
ing Instructions on the Methods of Laying Out, Constructing, Defending and Attacking
Intrenchments, with the General Outlines also of the Arrangement, the Attack and
Defence of Permanent Fortifications. By D. H. Mahan, Professor of Military and Civil
Engineering in the United States Military Academy. Third Edition, Revised and
Enlarged. New York: John Wiley, 1861.
15½ cm. xxvii, [i (list of plates, for binder)], 1‐168, [4 (ads)] pages, plus the
12 folding plates as called for (each with its following page of explanations).
Light yellow endpapers. Collated COMPLETE. Original brown blind‐decorated
bead grain cloth; gilt‐lettered spine. Medium wear to the binding but very
strong. Generally very good to fine internally. However, three of the plates have
some soiling and wear due to careless folding by the owner. Plates 8 and 10 have
moderate fore‐edge damage, and plate 11 has more substantial damage in
several places.
INSCRIBED in old pencil on the front free endpaper for ʺMr. Kaneʺ (perhaps by a
military distribution officer). In the bottom margin of page xx are three lines of
tiny old notes in pencil, in an unidentified hand. This well‐regarded manual was
first published in 1836, with various updated editions continuing until 1864.

— S[tephen]. V[incent]. BENÉT. A TREATISE ON MILITARY LAW and the Practice
of Courts‐Martial. By Capt. S. V. Benét, Ordnance Department, U.S. Army; Late
Assistant Professor of Ethics, Law, Etc., Military Academy, West Point. New York:
D. Van Nostrand, 1862.
23 cm. 377, [6 (ads)] pp. Collated COMPLETE. Original full dark‐brown leather.
Repaired with spine laid back down (now very strong). Medium wear; light
toning to pages, ink stain to top edge of the textblock; worming to upper fore‐
corner of the first few leaves.
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FIRST of several editions shown on OCLC, 1862‐68. General BENÉT (1827‐95) was
grandfather to the author of the same name (1898‐1943, who wrote ʺThe Devil
and Daniel Webster,ʺ John Brownʹs Body, and ʺBy the Waters of Babylonʺ). This
copy is INSCRIBED on the first free endpaper, in old pencil in an unidentified
hand, ʺT. L. K. Septem[ber] 1862ʺ (appearing to be written first as ʺ1863ʺ and
then over‐written, changing the 3 to a 2).
ʺIn September 1862,ʺ explains Matthew J. Grow,
Lincoln appointed Kane a brigadier general. Transferred from his beloved
Bucktails, Kane was assigned to drill a brigade of newly enlisted troops. The
next month, his brigade was reshuffled; two of his four regiments were replaced
with smaller units of new soldiers enlisted for just nine months who were ʺso out
of condition that the number who could be got out on dress parade did not
exceed the number of their sick lists.ʺ Kane sought to escape the drudgery of
drilling by petitioning to be sent on active service, asking Secretary of War
Stanton in January 1863 whether he had some ʺproject of your own at heart for
which you need a foolish patriot leading a party of picked men?ʺ [Grow, ʺLiberty
to the Downtrodden,ʺ 226; see the entire chapter 11 for delicious context]

K ANE ʹ S COPY , received while recuperating
between periods of intense action in the Civil War
— Emil SCHALK. SUMMARY OF THE ART OF WAR: Written Expressly for and
Dedicated to The U.S. Volunteer Army. By Emil Schalk, A.O. Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott & Co., 1862.
19 cm. viii, 9‐182, 2 (ads) pages + numerous plates and diagrams, some folding,
and some with hand‐colored details, facing pages 32c, 54fc, 78, 100‐101 (two on
one leaf), 102, 104f, 106, 108, 114, 130, 138, 148fc (two), 156, 162, 176, 180 and 182f.
Printed Lippincott advertisement endpapers. Text collated COMPLETE; there is
no table of plates, but the book is tight and appears complete. Original blind‐
decorated bead‐grain cloth; gilt‐lettered spine. Binding very faded, and unevenly
so; not too worn except where starting to chip at head of spine area. Internally
very good to fine except for a little smoke or soil to heads of some of the early
leaves.
FIRST of two editions (1862,, 1863). INSCRIBED to Kane neatly in ink on the front
flyleaf:
Br. Genl Th. L. Kane
from his cousin
R. Patterson
May 11 ʹ63ʺ
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On page 25 appears an inked note in an unidentified hand, reading (including
the quotation marks): (ʺwritten December 1861ʺ). For colorful discussion of the
trying events between which Kane was given this volume during his action in
the Civil War, see Grow, ʺLiberty to the Downtrodden,ʺ 228‐32. A summary
statement for this period on Wikipedia explains that . . .
Kane was promoted to brigadier general of volunteers on September 7, 1862, and
given command of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, XII Corps of the Army of the
Potomac. This brigade was mustered out in March 1863 before Kane could lead
it in combat. Kane was assigned a new brigade (now in the 2nd Division of the
XII Corps) and saw action at Chancellorsville. After his horse stumbled in the
Rapidan River and dumped him into the water on April 28, 1863, Kane
developed a case of pneumonia. He was sent to a Baltimore, Maryland, hospital,
where he remained through June. Upon hearing of General Robert E. Leeʹs
second invasion of the North, the Gettysburg Campaign, Kane volunteered to
convey intelligence to the commander of the Army of the Potomac, George
Gordon Meade and rose from his sickbed to join his men. On a long and difficult
ride by railroad and buggy, he avoided capture by Maj. Gen. J.E.B. Stuartʹs
cavalry by disguising himself as a civilian. He arrived at Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, on the morning of July 2, 1863.
[accessed January 1, 2016 at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_L._Kane ]

KANE AND HIS COUSIN WHO GAVE HIM THIS BOOK had worked together closely
when young men during a period which would become ʺThomasʹs first foray
into reform . . .ʺ
During 1844, Thomas also turned his reform efforts to the public schools. He
relished music, particularly playing the piano and singing. During a period of
depression a few years later, he wrote that music had ʺrelieved my weariness of
livingʺ and made ʺtime something to be valued, not destroyed.ʺ With HIS
COUSIN ROBERT PATTERSON, Thomas ʺgot music introducedʺ to the public
school curriculum. A younger brother wrote, ʺI am taught music I like it very
much and so do most of the other boys.ʺ [Grow, ʺLiberty to the Downtrodden,ʺ 37
(emphasis added)]

— J[ames]. D[onald]. CAMERON (1833‐1918; Secretary of War under Grant;
United States Senator from Pennsylvania, 1877‐97). Manuscript LETTER SIGNED to
ʺGenʹl Thos. L. Kaneʺ (in Kane, McLean Co., Pa.), on printed United States Senate
stationery. Washington, D.C., June 14, 1882.
24½ X 18½ cm. One page, verso blank. Once folded for mailing. Cover not
present. Modest wear and a faint stain. Signed by Cameron, with the text in a
secretarial hand reading as follows:
49

My dear Genʹl:
I have your letter of the 1 st inst. which I found on my desk on my
return from West Virginia. I will give the matter to which you refer my
personal attention. Hoping soon to see you I am
Yours truly,
J. D. Cameron

CAMERONʹs father Simon (also a Pennsylvania senator and a powerful political
figure) had been Kaneʹs ally, as noted by Grow & Walker. In a letter to Brigham
Young on March 2, 1877, Kane mistakenly supposed that the younger Cameron
would be retained in the cabinet by incoming President Rutherford B. Hayes,
and ʺ. . . I shall have a reliable friend in the War Office.ʺ Instead, however, that
post went to George W. McCrary of Iowa. –Grow & Walker, The Prophet and the
Reformer, 502 and 502 n.9. The letter now at hand at least shows Kane availing
himself of Cameron connections in Washington five years afterwards. Kane
would die a year and a half after that.
____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

The Doctor immediately pronounced his disease past remedy, and told the
Mormon doctors that their superstitions had probably been
the means of the young manʹs death . . .
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[KIRTLAND ‐ first Mormon death] ʺFANATICISM.ʺ Substantial ARTICLE taken
from the Painesville Telegraph [of April 5, 1831] as printed here in the
ROCHESTER DAILY ADVERTISER (newspaper, Rochester, New York) for
Wednesday morning, April 20, 1831 [Vol. 5; whole No. 1369].
Folio. [4] pp. (complete issue). A DAMAGED COPY with the top inside corner torn
from both leaves (narrow strip ¾ X 3½ inches of margin and some text from each
side, at greatest dimensions, with loss of the left half of the first letter R of the
masthead); a 2½ inch tear into the inner center of both leaves without loss; some
fore‐edge wear; and an article cut from the bottom of the second leaf. The
Mormon article is in excellent condition without stains or tears.
condition noted: $275
Very early copy of a rare and scandalous tale. Note that an original Painesville
Telegraph issue containing this article ‐ if it could be found ‐ would be priced at
many times the cost of this printing two weeks later near Palmyra. The text
reads in its entirety as follows (emphasis added):
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FANATICISM.
Died, in Kirtland on Tuesday night last, Mr. Warner Doty, aged about 29 years.
The deceased was one of those who had embraced the imposition of Jo Smith,
and was a victim to the delusion of Mormonism. He was duly commissioned
after their manner, to preach, and was one of the most active and zealous in the
cause. So fully did he believe in the divinity of Smith, that he had been made to
have full faith that he should live a thousand years—this he confessed to a near
relative some four weeks before his decease. Five days before he expired, he was
suddenly attacked with an inflammation in the bowels, which afterwards
assumed a typhoid appearance. He was immediately removed to the residence
of his parents, who had no faith in the Mormon remedies for the cure of diseases.
No persuasion could induce the young man to have a physician called, so strong
was he impressed with the supernatural powers of Smith. Several of the
Mormonites soon assembled around the sick man, where they continued to
encourage him to persevere, and strengthen his delusion, telling him that he was
getting better and soon would be well, till they saw he was about to expire, when
they all fled from the house, without offering to assist in the last sad solemnities
of the dead. Smith was sent for soon after he was taken sick, and proceeded
towards the house of Doty, to heal him, but (as Smith said) he received a
command not to go to Dotyʹs and ʺcast his pearl before swine.ʺ He however
visited the sick man a day or two after, and said he would get well, and
protested against calling a physician. He held his hand upon the head of Doty
for 10 or 15 minutes, but for what object is not known. A few hours before the
young man expired, Dr. Brainard was sent for, much against the will of the
worshippers of Smith, by the interference of other friends. The Doctor
immediately pronounced his disease past remedy, and told the Mormon doctors
that their superstitions had probably been the means of the young manʹs death,
or something of like import. When the young man discovered that death was
nigh, his faith in Smithʹs pretensions seemed to forsake him. He said ʺWhat a
wonderful mistake I have made,ʺ and called all his friends to take his leave.
Addressing himself to an old man of the Mormon faith, he said ʺyou are a friend
to every body—I must shake hands with you—this is a lesson that I have learnt
by actual experience, by which you ought to profit, but with me it is too late.ʺ
The Mormonites will probably contradict many of these statements, as they
have many positive facts heretofore; but we have our information from a
relative of the deceased, who was present during the last 18 hours of his life, and
whose intelligence and veracity will not suffer in comparison with the whole of
those deluded people who have adapted Jo Smith as their spiritual leader.—
{Painesville Telegraph.

ʺWhen Joseph Smith failed to heal Warner Doty in early 1831,ʺ notes David
Golding,
“in spite of all efforts and promises to the contrary,” news reached as far away as
Boston. “The Mormonites will probably contradict many of these statements,”
the Painesville Telegraph reported, “but we have our information from a relative of
51

the deceased, who was present during the last 18 hours of [Doty’s] life.” Some
successful healings had a reverse effect. Elsa Johnson who suffered with a
rheumatic arm was healed when Joseph Smith interrupted a conversation on
spiritual gifts, took Elsa by the hand and commanded her in the name of Christ
to be made whole. Convinced by the miracle, a Methodist minister named Ezra
Booth joined the Mormons. Over time, however, Booth became disillusioned
over the ecstatic behaviors that arose in the June 1831 conference in Kirtland and
Smith’s prophetic leadership style.
[David Golding, ʺThe Foundations and Early Development of Mormon Mission
Theoryʺ (2010). Claremont Graduate University Theses & Dissertations. Paper 4,
pp. 119‐20, accessed November 28, 2015 at:
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/cgu_etd/4 ]
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LINN, William Alexander. THE STORY OF THE MORMONS From the Date of
their Origin to the Year 1901[.] By William Alexander Linn. New York: The
Macmillan Company; London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 1902.
$125
22½ cm. xxiv, [i (List of Illustrations)],
1‐637, [2 (ads)] pages + the 8 plates of
illustrations as called for (plates printed
on glossy paper). Index, pp. 619‐637.
Collated COMPLETE. Original blue cloth
with gilt device of a Kinderhook plate on
front board; gilt‐lettered spine, top edge
gilt. A VERY GOOD COPY. Spine a trifle
dull; a couple leaves carelessly opened at
the end with a little blank marginal paper
lost. A few pages remain unopened.
FIRST EDITION. Flake 4944; The Scallawagiana Hundred, 81; Howes L 366. Re‐
printed in 1923 by Macmillan, and by other publishers in 1963, 1973, 2003, 2012
and 2013. The 2012 reprint inspired a review by Ivan Wolfe for the Association
for Mormon Letters. ʺIf someone is interested in turn of the twentieth century
views on Mormonism,ʺ wrote Wolfe,
. . . this book shows that quite well. Linn represents what is likely the first
attempt to seriously consider the Mormon religion and culture. As an author he
is aware that anti‐Mormon works exaggerate or lie in order to attack, and that
many faithful histories do the same in order to defend. However, his overall
view (quite evident on nearly every page) is that while the Mormons deserve to
be taken seriously as a movement, Mormons are also, in his opinion, too
ridiculous to receive any benefit of the doubt. Linn clearly finds Mormonism
such a ridiculous proposition, he can’t quite bring himself to be fair; while he
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tries to filter through some anti‐Mormon bias, he winds up taking too many anti‐
Mormon works at face value. While his work should not be called “anti‐
Mormon” in the typical sense of the word, it’s clearly (in the end) quite hostile to
the church.
[accessed December 10, 2015 at: http://www.millennialstar.org/book‐review‐linn‐
the‐story‐of‐the‐mormons‐from‐the‐date‐of‐their‐origin‐to‐the‐year‐1901/ ]

What I like about Linn are the many bits of trivia which are hard to come by
elsewhere (although these bits are not always adequately referenced ‐ any more
so than we would expect of a work of this genre published in 1902). In discuss‐
ing ʺThe Hand‐Cart Tragedy,ʺ for example, a footnote on page 420 states that . . .
A ʺbondʺ which each assisted emigrant was required to sign in Liverpool,
contained the following stipulations: ʺWe do severally and jointly promise and
bind ourselves to continue with and obey the instructions of the agent appointed
to superintend our passage thither to {Utah}. And that, on our arrival in Utah,
we will hold ourselves, our time, and our labor, subject to the appropriation of
the Perpetual Emigration Fund Company until the full cost of our emigration is
paid, with interest if required.ʺ (420‐21, n.1)

ʺThe danger of making this trip so late in the season,ʺ Linn suggested,
with a company which included many women, children, and aged persons, gave
even the elders pause, and a meeting was held to discuss the matter. But Levi
Savage, who had made the trip to and from the valley, alone advised against
continuing the march that season. The others urged the company to go on,
declaring that they were Godʹs people, and prophesying in His name that they
would get through the mountains in safety. The emigrants, ʺsimple, honest,
eager to go to Zion at once, and obedient as little children to the ʹservants of
God,ʹ voted to proceed.ʺ [p. 420]

As one can anticipate from the great length of this book, it is quite a detailed
history. LINN (1846‐1917; journalist and historian, banker, and New Jersey pres‐
ervationist) wanted to be scientific, at least, and he titled his first chapter, ʺFacility
of Human Belief,ʺ p. 1. Personally, I find his treatment of the Anthon transcript
quite good (pp. 38‐41, with illustration), and I like the way he cuts to the quick,
as with this sentence: ʺHis [Harrisʹ] interview with Professor Anthon has been a
cause of many and conflicting statements, some Mormons misrepresenting it for
their own purposes and others explaining away the professorʹs accounts of it.ʺ
(pp. 38‐39).
Linnʹs writing is quite good (if one will just relax and enjoy it a little), as with his
easy overview of certain excesses which occurred during the earliest days in
Kirtland, when ʺ. . . enthusiasts would fall apparently lifeless on the floor, or
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contort their faces, creep on their hands or knees, imitate the Indian process of
killing and scalping, and chase balls of fire through the fields.ʺ (p. 128, citing
Corrill and Howe) . . .

Gen. Rich, of the Nauvoo Legion,
had a revelation, that all who continued onward
would perish. He, with his Mormon followers, struck
south, towards the Spanish trail, and arrived safe in the settlements.
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LORTON, William B. OVER THE SALT LAKE TRAIL IN THE FALL OF ʹ49.
An account by William B. Lorton, Introduction by John B. Goodman III. [Scraps of
California III]. Privately Printed at Los Angeles, 1957.
19 cm. [9] leaves (unnumbered). Original rust‐colored fine paper‐covered
boards and matching endpapers. Printed paper label on front cover. Title page
border, label border and one initial in the text printed in rust color. Very good
but for some cracking to areas of spine. A thin and elegantly simple book.
$65
No. 41 of 150 copies privately printed for the Zamorano Club (Los Angeles).
Includes the text of an 1850 letter from a California pioneer describing the
harrowing journey from Salt Lake through the southern route where many
people and animals died . . .
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We penetrated about two hundred miles into this vast region, and travelled five
days without any water for ourselves or animals, except what we could get from
the rains, and suck up through pipe stems from the crevices of the rocks.
The sufferings of some were intense, a water fever seized the senses, they could
not eat for want of water; every rustle of the wind was a bubbling brook to the
imagination, and all the delicious drinks that the subject had taken for years
arose before him to torture. Sleep was out of the question at such times. Some
were nearly crazy. At the end of the 4th day we encamped, having found a
puddle of mud and water, which enabled us to repose. . . .

a very queer kind of religion . . .
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LOSSING, Benson J[ohn]. A PRIMARY HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.
For Schools and Families. . . . Illustrated with Numerous Engravings. A New Edition,
Including a History of the Great Rebellion. New York: Published by Mason
Brothers. Boston: Mason & Hamlin [etc., giving additional publishers in
Philadelphia, Cincinnati and Chicago], 1867.
18 cm. [2 (frontispiece and title)]ff.; [5]‐238 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Original tan
cloth. This is a ROUGH, WORN COPY, but the binding is strong and all the pages
and flyleaves are present. Pencil ownership inscription of one Mary E. Botsford,
Canandaigua, Ontario Co., NY, 1868. Further inscriptions with ample juvenile
doodling on endpapers and penciled additions of cigar or pipe with ascending
smoke from mouths of a Native American and Americus Vespucci (carefully
rendered, if not particularly helpful). Further callow contributions are written in
several margins. Some staining and corner wear, etc. At best, this is a complete
copy of a very scarce book.
condition noted: $70
NOT IN FLAKE, which shows later works by Lossing. Apparently RARE, with
OCLC locating only two copies (Univ. of Virginia; Buffalo Public Library). This
work as constituted here appears to have been published every year from 1865
through 1872, and once more in 1874. However, very few copies appear to have
survived of any of these editions. Judging from the condition of the copy now
offered, most of them were probably read to death and ultimately discarded.
The Mormon content appears on pages 218‐19 in the section about ʺFillmore[ʹ]s
Administration,ʺ and reads in its entirety as follows:
7. Utah was settled by a people called Mormons. I have not time to tell you
much about them. It would be a long story. They are a people with a very queer
kind of religion; and they all do as their head man, or Prophet, as he is called, tell
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[sic] them to do. There are now a great many thousands of them in Utah, and I
expect there will be much trouble yet, on their account, because they allow things
to be done which the people of the United States do not like.

A catechetical question then appears at the bottom of page 219: ʺ7. What can you
tell about the Mormons?ʺ

. . . the Mormons, in a rude, wild country, defended by mountain passes, in which a
hundred men might destroy an invading force of fifty times their number . . .
20

MACKAY, Charles. LIFE AND LIBERTY IN AMERICA: Or, Sketches of a Tour in
the United States and Canada in 1857‐8. By Charles Mackay, LL.D., F.S.A. With Ten
illustrations. New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1859.
19 cm. viii, [9]‐413, [2 (ads)] pages. Collated COMPLETE (full‐page illustrations
included in the pagination, including the frontispiece). Original brown blind‐
decorated bead grain cloth, gilt‐lettered spine (gilt quite faded); dark brown
clay‐based endpapers. A very good copy with very little wear; some moderate
foxing. A couple leaves have turned corners at the lower fore‐edge, interestingly
in the Mormon chapter. Old ownerʹs name of one Thomas Reed written nicely at
the top of the title page.
$45
Flake 5178 and Howes M 118 (each listing the London edition, with notes for the
New York edition offered here; no other years shown for this title, not to be
confused with Mackayʹs much more common work, The Mormons . . .). A
sophisticated sampling of American life and colloquial culture.
ʺChapter XVIII. The Mormons. St. Louis, February, 1858.ʺ (pp. 147‐51) gives
Mackayʹs lively critique of the folly of the Utah War which is quite engaging. He
thinks it was a mistake to send federal troops there ‐ better to give the Mormons
time and rope enough to hang themselves. And this interesting passage . . .
To do the Mormons justice—and, much as the world must loath their filthy
doctrine, they are entitled to fair consideration—they did their utmost to avoid
collision. When their pretended prophet was cruelly and treacherously
murdered by a gang of bloodthirsty ruffians, and elevated into the dignity of
martyrdom; when they were driven from one settlement to another, and finally
expelled from Nauvoo, their new Zion—they withdrew beyond the Rocky
Mountains, that they might be out of the way of all neighbors—that they might
live with a belt of wilderness around them, and wive [sic], thrive, work, and
worship after their own fashion. But it was not decreed that they should remain
in this state of isolation. [p. 148]
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MCRAE, Joseph A. and Eunice. OLD CARTHAGE JAIL[,] Where an angry mob
martyred Joseph and Hyrum Smith and severely wounded John Taylor, June 27, 1844,
about 5:15 p.m. Compiled by Joseph A. And Eunice McRae[,] Carthage, Illinois
[Lithographed in U.S.A. by Publishers Press, Salt Lake City, Utah]. No date (but
ca. 1944).
17.7 cm. [3] ff.; [1]‐56, [1] pp. Numerous illustrations in the text. Original white
textured wrappers printed in blue. Medium soil & light stains to wrappers and
to the lower fore‐edge margin of the first two leaves, yet with very little actual
wear. Pencil ownership scribbling on back wrapper should erase easily if
desired.
$65
OCLC locates only three copies (BYU; Utah State; Weber County Library) and
shows a much shorter version published in 1940, locating two copies of that one.
Dating of this version is based on the writersʹ statements at the end that a century
has elapsed since the martyrdom. Includes very precise floor diagrams,
including large ʺblood spotʺ in the ʺJailerʹs Bedroom.ʺ With a surprising amount
of interesting trivia, and photos of the men who built the jail.
The writers describe the deteriorated condition of the property before they
cleaned it up on behalf of the Church, and they regard the building with awe.
According to a family source online, McRae presided over the ʺColorado Mission
. . . from 1898 until 1908. They supervised the building of the first Mission Home
in the United States for the Church of Jesus Christ of Ladder‐day Saints. They
then took their family and moved to Independence, Missouri, for nine years. In
1938, they were called on a mission to Carthage, Illinois, where they labored
more than twelve years to restore the “Old Jail” to its original condition.ʺ
– https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/7709383 (ʺHistory of Eunice Hig‐
bee,ʺ accessed December 9, 2015)
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MILNER, Vincent L. RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS OF THE WORLD:
Comprising a General View of the Origin, History, and Condition of the Various Sects of
Christians, the Jews, and Mahometans, as well as the Pagan Forms of Religion Existing
in the Different Countries of the Earth: With Sketches of the Founders of Various
Religious Sects. From the Best Authorities.
By Vincent L. Milner. A New and
Improved Edition, with an Appendix Brought Up to the Present Time, By J. Newton
Brown, D.D., Editor of ʺEncyclopedia of Religious Knowledge.ʺ Sold Only By
Subscription. Philadelphia: Bradley, Garretson & Co.; Galesburg, Ill., Columbus,
Ohio, Nashville, Tenn., Houston, Texas: William Garretson & Co., 1873.
19 cm. xxxiii, [i (blank)], 35‐622 (Appendix, pp. [548]‐622) + seven fine engraved
portrait plates (with original tissue guards) of Jonathan Edwards (frontispiece),
and William White, Martin
Luther, John Wesley, Roger
Williams, George Fox and John
Calvin (facing, respectively, pages
46, 62, 80, 144, 228 and 344).
Original dark brown clay‐based
endpapers.
Collated COMPLETE
without a single serious flaw to
paper, text or images.
Original red blind‐stamped roan
leather (sheep impersonating
goat/morocco), gilt‐lettered on
spine and front board. A very
good, attractive copy without serious wear or any spine‐cap chipping or joint
starting. The inside front hinge feels shaken and must be handled carefully, but
it is not torn or separated. Faint old pencil ownership inscription on front
pastedown (scarcely noticeable) of one J. W. Dickson.
$125
Flake 5415 (describing a shorter 1860 edition, with note for editions of subse‐
quent years including the one now offered here). MORMONS, pp. 195‐200, 559
and 565; SHAKERS, pp. 251‐53; SPIRITUALISTS, 543‐47; ʺPagans of North Americaʺ
(NATIVE AMERICANS), 515‐19; ʺ. . . of Mexico,ʺ 519‐25 (including ʺQuitzalcoaltʺ);
ʺ. . . of Peru,ʺ 525‐26. While clearly dated by todayʹs standards, this book is
nonetheless scholarly and irenic in disposition, and it is useful for considering
how more than 150 denominations were viewed by conventional Christian
scholars of that era. Some of the groups treated are so obscure that I was almost
tempted to keep this book as reference for myself.

58

. . . I saw nothing but was admirable
during my stay there. . . . a society which for order and
completeness reminds one of those of the Greeks; and their faith, although dis‐
figured by polygamy, is otherwise as pure and as sensible as are other religions. (p. 143)
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MINTURN, William. TRAVELS WEST.
London: Samuel Tinsley, 1877.

By William Minturn.

New Edition.

20 cm. [2 (title, dedication)]ff.; [iii]‐x (ʺPreface to the Second Editionʺ)
pp.; [v]‐x (ʺContentsʺ) pp.; 1‐396, [8 (ads)] pages. Collated COMPLETE.
Original dark blue blind‐decorated cloth; gilt‐decorated spine. Dark
blue clay‐based endpapers. Generally very good but SHAKEN,
particularly at the back inside hinge which is nearly separated and
must be handled carefully. The text block itself remains tight. Some
moderate stains to front board.
$85
Flake 5424 (for the first edition of the same year, with a note about
this edition). The new PREFACE TO THIS SECOND EDITION complains
indignantly about ungenerous response by most critics to the first
edition. Interestingly, it also adds a little more about the Mormons
here, on pages v‐vi, by quoting a favorable review by Jules Soury who
notices how Minturn ʺexclaims (page 152) that ʹthe horrible vice of
polygamyʹ has nevertheless an aspect a little less repulsive than
certain venial sins which are committed in such ʹChristianʹ towns as
New York, London, and Paris. The Mormons do not seem to him destined to last
long; but Mormonism has been one of the greatest pioneers of civilization. . . .ʺ
(p. vi).
MORMONS AND UTAH, roughly at pp. 117‐160 (in Chapters V‐VI), with the
principal Mormon content appearing around pages 136‐57. One evening in Salt
Lake, as Minturn comments,
. . . the Messiah was given at the theatre, everybody taking his part with care, and
their efforts being crowned with success. This is a great move, and one cannot
help but think that if there is something wrong in this society, it will be
eradicated by the elevation of the general tastes of the people,—and what
elevates the taste as does music?
The next day I was again invited to go on an excursion; this time to Utah Lake.
This is a fresh‐water lake, and the country around is extremely fertile, and
beautiful. All the villages seem to be in good condition and flourishing, the
grounds well kept, and the residences pretty and neat.
At one of the villages or towns, we visited [p. 141 ends] the chef lieu of the
country. We went to the top of the City Hall, from which we had a very fine
view of the country around. [pp. 141‐42]
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With much on California, where Minturn champions the cause of the Chinese.
He characterizes the treatment of Chinese laborers in America as worse than
Southern slavery.

Their prophet Smith, is now busy in restoring the present bible
to its primitive purity, and in adding some lost
books of great importance.
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[Missouri] FRONT‐PAGE ARTICLE in the NEW HAMPSHIRE COURIER (Concord)
for Friday, July 19, 1833 [I:32].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good but for a lengthy horizontal tear across
the bottom of the second leaf, without loss.
$165
Contains a colorful article on ʺTHE MORMONSʺ (page one, third column; seven
column inches) which was passed from paper to paper of that time. Each version
which I see transcribed online, however, seems to differ from the others,
sometimes quite markedly, other times primarily in spelling or punctuation. Of
particular interest here is something perhaps more telling. From the derisive list
of purported Mormon gifts of the spirit, the New Hampshire Courier drops ‐ from
the usual text ‐ the mention of the typically‐Methodist (and Book of Mormon)
falling exercise at revivals. It says instead: ʺScores were awakened converted,
baptized, and endowed with the holy spirit in a few hours at a single meeting, in
the midst of shoutings, wailings, contortions, trances visions, speaking in
unknown tongues, and prophesying, that require the pen of Trollope to
describe.ʺ All other versions which I have found say instead: ʺ. . . wailings,
fallings, contortions . . .ʺ Was editor Dudley S. Palmer hesitant to offend his
Methodist readers in Concord ‐ or was this a mere oversight of omission? The
full text of the article as given in the paper now offered here reads in its entirety
as follows:
THE MORMONS.
We have perused a pretty long and probably a true account of this singular
people and their location in Mount Zion, contained in a letter published in the
Christian Watchman from B. Bixley [i.e., Pixley]; and dated Independence,
Jackson county Mo. October 11, 1832 the very seat of the New Jerusalem. His
account of their situation and prospects is not very flattering. About four or five
hundred Mormons men, women and children have collected at Zion. Their
possessions are small compared with their numbers, being only about four
sections of land. Twenty acres is the portion assigned for each family to
improve, but they are to hold no property should they leave the community.
Their creed appears to have undergone but little change. Originally members of
almost every sect, they cordially unite in detesting all save Mormons. They all
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pretend to the gift of Miracles, of tongues, of healing the sick, visions, &c. though
like all other modern miracles, often told but never seen. Their prophet Smith, is
now busy in restoring the present bible to its primitive purity, and in adding
some lost books of great importance. A new revelation is also forthcoming. Elder
Rigdon, pretty well known in this vicinity as an arch apostate, is now the first,
best, and great preacher of Mount Zion. The Mormons still profess to talk with
angels, visit the third heavens, and converse with Christ. We believe their society
numbers something more than one hundred souls in this county, many of whom
intend removing to Mount Zion in the spring. Mormonism was introduced by a
few illiterate disciples of Joseph Smith, in the summer of 1831.
Wherever Mormonism obtained a footing, it spread like wild fire. Scores were
awakened converted, baptized, and endowed with the holy spirit in a few hours
at a single meeting, in the midst of shoutings, wailings, contortions, trances
visions, speaking in unknown tongues, and prophesying, that require the pen of
Trollope to describe. The timed [i.e., timid] were frightened, the credulous
believed, and we were frequently eye witness to scenes of strange and unnatural
conduct of Mormons professedly under the influence of the most stable and
incredulous. But the storm passed—a calm followed—reason triumphed—
Mormonism wanted [i.e., waned].
As a curiosity, we have carefully examined the golden Bible and pronounce it
not even a ʺcunningly devised fable.ʺ Every page bears the impress of its human
authorship. Though free from vulgar obscenities, it is an absurd collection of
dull, stupid, and foolishly improbable stories, which no person, unless under the
influence of powerfully excited feelings, can mistake for truth and inspiration.
With its authors, the Book of Mormon cannot survive this generation. The next
will remember it only to smile at the credulity of the present. [Ohio Atlas.

. . . this singular and outrageous violation of the laws . . .
25

[Missouri]

ʺThe Mormons and the Anti‐Mormons.ʺ
Indignant MORMON‐
SYMPATHETIC ARTICLE taken ʺFrom the St. Louis (Missouri) Republican, Nov. 15ʺ
in THE NATIONAL GAZETTE AND LITERARY REGISTER (Philadelphia) for
Saturday, November 30, 1833 [XIII; whole no. 3988].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good; neatly disbound with backfold sliced,
leaving the two leaves separate from one another. Minor chipping at head. Re‐
cipient designation written in margin above the masthead: ʺDept of State,ʺ thus
making this presumably once the United States governmentʹs official copy describing
these famous early events.
$175
A similar copy of this same newspaper sold at auction in New York City on
September 15, 2011 for $188 . . .
http://catalogue.swanngalleries.com/asp/fullCatalogue.asp?salelot=2253+++++2
17+&refno=++649407&saletype= (accessed October 31, 2015).
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NOTE that any original St. Louisʹ Republican newspaper (from which this story is
taken) would be extremely rare from this early period (if extant at all), making a
second‐generation printing such as the one now offered here quite useful. The
article appears on the second page, columns 3‐4 (5½ column inches of small
type). This latest news received by the St. Louis Republican comes in turn, we
read, from the Fayette Monitor (i.e., the Western Monitor, Fayette, Missouri, of
which no original 1833 copies appear to survive in libraries today, unless it
happens to be the sole example of an issue from that year preserved in hard copy
at the New York State Library for September 27, 1833). The report corroborates
ʺthe statement of Mr. Hyde in relation to the violent proceedings of the Anti‐
Mormons . . .ʺ
Houses and property were destroyed, and the elders of the church severely
whipped by the mob, under cover of the night. It is impossible to foresee what is
to be the result of this singular and outrageous violation of the laws. We fear
that the party opposed to the Mormons will think themselves placed so far
beyond the pale of the law as to continue utterly regardless of it, and eventually,
by the power of numbers, be enabled to cut off the offending sect. . . .

With the county entirely polarized, ʺthe power of the sheriff and other officers to
suppress the riot is perfectly futile.ʺ Even the circuit judge, ʺwho attempted to
interfere to stop the proceedings, as well as some of the officers, were captured
by the mob, and placed in durance, either in jail, or in charge of some of their
number, for a good many hours; and the Lieut. Governor, who resides in that
county, was driven from it.ʺ Unless the governor rises to this occasion and
punishes the anti‐Mormons, we read, ʺwe must expect to hear of the continual
recurrence of such disgraceful proceedings.ʺ
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[Missouri] NEW‐YORK SPECTATOR (newspaper, New York City) for Mon‐
day, April 14, 1834 [Vol. XXXVII].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good, disbound (the two leaves nearly
separated from one another along the back fold).
$125
ʺTHE MORMON DIFFICULTIESʺ (page 2, column 5; four column inches of small
type) is taken ʺFrom the St. Louis Republican, March 10,ʺ which reports that, ʺA late
number of the Enquirer,—a paper just started at Liberty, Mo.,—contains a
military order from Governor Dunklinʺ to protect the courts in Jackson County
as they attempt to bring to justice ʺthe persons offending against the laws, in
November last, in Jackson county, in conflicts between the Mormons and a
portion of the other citizens of that county.ʺ Judge [John F.] Ryland, we read,
had requested that provisions be made for Mormons to testify at the Grand Jury
hearing. However, even with troops in attendance, Ryland and other court
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officials finally gave up when they realized that jury members themselves had
been engaged in the mobbings . . .
The captain was therefore directed to return to Liberty and to discharge his
men. ʺTo see a civil court (the Governor says) surrounded by a military force, is
well calculated to awaken the sensibilities of any community;ʺ and the Governor
charges his subordinate officer to perform his duties in the mildest manner
possible. It is certainly a new thing in this country, to see the military called in to
protect the civil authorities in the exercise of the just powers; and goes far to
prove how much we have relaxed in virtue and a regard for the laws which
ought to govern us. Every patriot must hope, that the occasion may seldom arise
when it shall be necessary to surround a judicial tribunal with such guards. It is
a pernicious example, but rendered, perhaps, necessary in the present case by the
extraordinary circumstances attending the conflict.
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MORMONISM EXPOSED. By a Mormon Slave Wife. [caption title on page 2,
with the cover title on front reading: ʺMORMONISM EXPOSEDʺ]. No publish‐
ing imprint (but Chicago? 1890s?).
10.2 X 7 cm. (4 X 2¾ inches). 16 pp. The cover
page (p. [1]) includes a simple line‐drawing
illustration within double‐line ornamental oval of
a Mormon man seated in a parlor with four
wives (the fourth wife only partially shown) and
the title ʺMORMONISM EXPOSED,ʺ with no other
printing. Stapled as issued. Staples oxidized
with a little adjacent discoloration. Generally
very good. Some light soiling but almost no
wear.
$85
Flake lists six versions of this pamphlet, all of
which appear to be uncommon. The version now
offered here corresponds most closely to Flake
5550c (but which calls for a height of 11 cm. ‐
thus taller than this one which shows no sign of being trimmed unless by the
original publisher) and showing only the copy preserved at Brigham Young
University.
The text (which has no internal illustrations) sprints through early Mormon
origins, supposed licentiousness of Joseph Smith, ʺThe Kirtland Bank,ʺ ʺArmies
of the Danites,ʺ the Mountain Meadows Massacre, and a tiny‐type section on U.S.
divorce laws & ʺThe Legal Relation of Parent and Child.ʺ A paragraph break on
page 8 with ⅝ of an inch of blank space (but no corresponding subheading) looks
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to me like evidence of content editing from some previous versionʹs format. The
text there resumes with the phrase, ʺThe doctrine of sealing wives aroused the
wrath of the neighborhood about Nauvoo, . . .ʺ

After singing two or three hymns, one of the apostles arose and
commenced murdering the Kingʹs English, in an address on the abuse of gifts.
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ʺMORMONISM IN NEW ENGLAND. St. Johnsbury, Vt.ʺ Excellent ARTICLE taken

from the Greenfield Gazette, as copied here in the UNITED STATES TELEGRAPH
(newspaper, Washington D.C.) for Wednesday morning, March 2, 1836 [XI:73].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Leaves separated from one another. Several
marginal tears without loss of text. Paper is fairly fragile, but not brittle. The
Mormon article is in fine condition without any tears or stains.
$45
This may be the cheapest 1830s fine description of Mormon preaching to appear
in a specialist catalog in quite some time. The important article fills nine column
inches of the second page, and the content is great. However, the story was more
than six months old by this time, and the condition of this paper is not exciting.
The report describes two interesting talks by Mormon preachers or leaders at
St. Johnsbury, Vermont, datelined in other papers as July 20, 1835.
THE TWELVE MORMON APOSTLES WERE THERE as a body for a weekend during their
extended summer preaching mission to the East. One speaker warned the
members against indiscriminate speaking in tongues, and too much faith‐
healing. The other speaker explained that ʺthe old revelations, were not suited to
the present condition of mankind.ʺ
For background discussion and analysis, see William Shepard and H. Michael
Marquardt, Lost Apostles: Forgotten Members of Mormonismʹs Original Quorum of
Twelve (SLC: Signature, 2014), 91‐95 (based largely on this newspaper article as it
appeared in the Maine Farmer and Journal of the Useful Arts for October 9, 1835.
For Orson Hydeʹs contemporary report of this conference (during which the
apostles withdrew Gladden Bishopʹs preaching license), see the Latter Day Saintsʹ
Messenger and Advocate 1 (August, 1835), 167.
For the full text of this article (as transcribed online from the Daily National
Intelligencer of August 20, 1835), see:
http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/ma/dnatint1.htm
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[NAUVOO] Davison HIBARD. DOCUMENT SIGNED, a lease agreement for eight
acres of tillable ground to Jeremiah MACKLEY and Stephen CHASE (both of
whom also sign) for a period of two years. Hancock County, Illinois, 26
November 1840.

30½ X 19½ cm. One page, verso blank but for faint pencil notes and figuring.
At the bottom left is a prominent dampstain (or more likely, a quickly‐wiped
ink‐spill, since it does not go through to the back of the document except where
it wraps around slightly); moderate discolorations elsewhere.
A sharecropping arrangement, by which
Mackley and Chase are to . . .
. . . cultivate the said premisis in a
complete and agricultral manner
and fence the same on the North
and west with a good and sufficient
fence and deliver to the party of the
first part in good order & in proper
season one tenth part of all the
produce raised on the said premises
the first year and one eighth part the
second year ending 1842
Hibard retains the option to sell his
property out from under the renters ʺby
paying a resonable compensation for the
labour done.ʺ
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ʺWhen I made the purchase of White and Galland,ʺ Joseph Smith recalled,
there were one stone house, three frame houses, and two block houses, which
constituted the whole city of Commerce. Between Commerce and Mr. Davidson
Hibbardʹs, there was one stone house and three log houses, including the one
that I live in, and these were all the houses in this vicinity, and the place was
literally a wilderness. The land was mostly covered with trees and bushes, and
much of it so wet that it was with the utmost difficulty a footman could get
through, and totally impossible for teams. [HC 3:375 (emphasis added)]

We may well imagine that Stephen Chase and Jeremiah Mackley had a tall job
ahead of them on the late fall day of 1840 when they signed the piece of paper
now at hand! The two men were accustomed to hardship by now. CHASE (1799‐
1847) had served as a missionary in Missouri in 1834, then served in the Iowa
Stake High Council before moving to the Nauvoo Fourth Ward. MACKLEY had
also preached in Missouri, evidently, and may have met Chase there. On
February 12, 1839, we see Mackleyʹs family applying to the Church for assistance
(HC 3:261). ʺThose who did not own farmland,ʺ notes Glen Leonard,
often hired out as laborers during the labor‐intensive seasons of plowing,
planting, and harvest. Newly arrived young immigrants or part‐time craftsmen
were among those most anxious for work to help support their families. . . .
.....
Latter‐day Saints purchased or rented farms and farmland on both sides of the
Mississippi . . . Land closer to Nauvoo sold at a premium of as much as twenty
times the amount a similar parcel might bring farther away.
.....
Fencing for protection from livestock was a necessary imposition on farmers.
Livestock ran free, so crops were protected with fences built with scarce prairie
timber or from plentiful sod. Many of the farm fences were the common worm
fence, built by stacking rails in a zig‐zag pattern. A man could enclose thirty
acres this way with a weekʹs hard work. The ditch and sod fence took more labor
but cost less for materials. Some even surrounded fields with rough picket slab
fences. [Nauvoo: A Place of Peace, A People of Promise (SLC: Deseret, 2002), 133,
135]

The sudden arrival of throngs of new citizens was a windfall to the old settlers of
Commerce. How convenient to put these eight acres to use, have them fenced
for free, and to receive produce to boot! –and all of this while retaining the
option to sell the land to any buyer, at will. Such advantages were not to be
taken lightly, and it would hardly hurt to accept baptism into the unusual new
faith. Davison HIBARD (1786‐1852; spelled in various ways, but written thus
by himself, here) was soon a regent of the hopeful University of the City of
Nauvoo (Leonard, 110) and sooner still a thoroughgoing participant in the
financial projects of the burgeoning community, as we shall see below . . .
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:::

TOGETHER WITH

:::

[DAVISON HIBARD ] Two PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT RECEIPTS to Davison Hibard
from the State of Illinois, Hancock County Collectorʹs Office. February, 1848.
10 X 19½ cm. and 17 X 19 cm. One page each. Moderate staining or wear.
Pre‐printed forms with simple typographic ornamental borders along the left‐
hand sides of each. Accomplished in manuscript; one signed by M. Couchman,
Collector, and the other by D. Elliott as Couchmanʹs deputy. The smaller form,
dated February 8, 1848, itemizes five different lots totaling $144 in value. Hibard
has paid $1.08 tax on these for the years 1846 and 1847, combined.

The larger form (illustrated further below) itemizes more valuable lots or groups
of real estate, evidently totaling $3,736.00. It is also dated 1848, but the month
and day are difficult to decipher. Hibard has paid $32.34 in taxes on these
properties, for the year 1847.
the three documents: $1,850

CLEARLY,

HIBARD SURVIVED THE MORMON ERA with substantial real

worth, at least on paper. His daughter (Mrs. Amos DAVIS) had run off with
Porter Rockwell, meanwhile, and his son nearly got himself killed in a Saintly
administration performed by Hosea STOUT without benefit of hearing or trial:
Friday January 9th 1846. Met the guard as usual. We rode below Hibbard on the
river as before and wattered our Horses and regulated the guard for the day as
was our custom . . .
.....
When we came to the Temple some what a considerable number of the guard
were assembled and among them was William Hibbard son of the old man
Hibbard. He was evidently come as a spy. When I saw him I told Scott that we
must ʺbounce a stone off of his head.ʺ to which he agreed we prepared
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accordingly & I got an opportunity & hit him on the back of his head which came
very near taking his life. But few knew any thing about what was the matter he
left the ground out of his senses when he came to himself he could not tell what
had happened to him &c [On the Mormon Frontier; The Diary of Hosea Stout 1844‐
1861, Edited by Juanita Brooks (SLC, 1964), I:103]

Times were hard as the Mormons left, and we may wonder how long it took
Mr. Hibard to sell so many properties! ʺFriends of the Saints who had benefited
from the boom‐town atmosphere noted the difference as Nauvooʹs population
began to leave in earnest. In mid‐March [1846], with removal entering its busiest
stage, merchants Hiram and Phineas Kimball informed Brigham Young that
ʹBusiness is very dull and Nauvoo appears to be almost forsaken and looks as
desolate as a sheep pasture.ʹʺ (Leonard, 595).

The glare of the flames . . . was so great for miles around as to light up the
once proud city of Nauvoo . . . with a light as brilliant as noonday.
30

[NAUVOO TEMPLE] ʺOriginal Correspondence. Destruction of ʹThe Temple,ʹ &c.
Carthage, Illinois, Nov. 25, 1848.ʺ Letter to the editor, published as the lead
article on the editorial page of MʹMAKINʹS MODEL AMERICAN COURIER.
(newspaper, Philadelphia) for Saturday, December 16, 1848 [XVIII:41; Whole
Number 925].
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Large folio (32½ X 25 inches). [4] pages (complete issue). Generally very good
but some light staining and medium wear (not harming the Mormon article).
Once folded in eighths. Large enough when opened to serve as a tablecloth for
six, if you donʹt like the article.
$250
This splendid and colorful report, ORIGINAL TO THIS NEWSPAPER, fills eleven
column inches of page two, signed at the end in type, ʺM. W. McQ.ʺ For full
transcription, see http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/PA/Phil1846.htm
OCLC finds no original copies of this newspaper west of Ohio today except for
the example preserved at Brigham Young University, and I am surprised not to
find its Nauvoo article copied more widely on the Internet. The writer is glad to
be rid of the Mormons, but indignant that anyone should destroy the temple . . .
That splendid superstructure, that offspring of ignorance and credulity, the
ʺMormon Temple,ʺ was set on fire on the morning of the 9th ult. When first
discovered, (about two oʹclock in the morning), the fire had obtained such a hold
on the building, as to render all efforts to extinguish it unavailing; and the
inhabitants gathered around with mournful countenances to witness the
destruction of the ornament of their town—the most splendid building in the
West. The glare of the flames—the night being intensely dark—was so great for
miles around as to light up the once proud city of Nauvoo,—the residence of the
great impostor of modern times, ʺJoe Smith,ʺ—with a light as brilliant as
noonday. Who the depraved villain was that put the torch to this beautiful
edifice is unknown; but the glory which he receives as the perpetrator of the
detestable act is certainly far from being enviable. The last vestige of
Mormonism is now swept from our county and State,—the deluded followers of
Smith have been driven out from their homes in civilized society, and, with their
helpless families, have fled to the Western plains and forests—many of them
there to die—to sacrifice all in behalf of their religion and creed.

Now that the Mormons are gone, ʺa large number of well‐tilled farms were left
tenantless, which are now all taken up by immigrants from other States.ʺ
Mr. McQ. encourages more settlers to come out to Hancock County. ʺWe can
supply them with fertile and productive lands cheap, out of which they can rear
for themselves and posterity a good and substantial home.ʺ
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failing Deseret Currency sold for silver but backed by cows
and rejected by Brigham Young himself

31

THE NEW YORK HERALD.
[Whole No. 8031].

Morning Edition—Monday, August 30, 1858

Folio, 8 pp. (complete issue). Bright and very good but for slight loss to bottom
outer corner of final leaf.
$90
Original and extensive Utah political and related news fills more than a
column of page two (21 column inches of small type), headed as follows:
Our Latest News from Utah.
OUR SPECIAL UTAH CORRESPONDENCE.

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, July 30, 1858.
The Reports in Utah Concerning Colonel Steptoeʹs Command—Territorial
Election in Utah—The First Gentile Opposition Ticket—Names of the
Candidates—Brighamʹs Paper Money Below Par, &c., &c.

Inasmuch as a strictly Gentile slate would have no chance of election, says this
report, several Mormons have joined the roster, including Orson Hyde, John
Taylor and Daniel Spencer (for Representatives). William H. Hooper runs as a
Selectman, and Curtis E. Bolton for County Recorder. The next lines are
confusing, however, and read as follow . . .
With this ticket the Gentiles will rally, and the friends of the ticket have little
hope of its success.
The masses of the people are destitute and poverty stricken; they have been
robbed by the leaders of this damnable theocracy, who still continue to keep up
and prosecute this system of licensed robbery. Many of them have scarcely food
and raiment enough to keep body and soul together. Nevertheless, they seem to
bear their afflictions with a commendable patience, even that of Job. By a
cunning scheme of fraud and deception, Brigham induces the people to give up
their gold and silver and take in exchange for it the notes of the Deseret Currency
Association, which were to be paid in live stock upon presentation of one
hundred dollars. The people, under the belief that it would be redeemed in good
faith, exchanged all their specie for this paper currency. The Gentile merchants
here, from the opening of their establishments, have refused and still refuse to
take it. This stern refusal has had its effect among the people, who are beginning
to see the deception that has been practised upon them by men whom they
worshipped as the prophets and apostles of God.
The people are now unceremoniously informed by the merchants and business
men among the Mormons, and especially by the proprietors of the Deseret Store,
that the Deseret currency is depreciated, and therefore they cannot take it; and
as the crowning act of this high handed scheme of deception, Brigham has
refused to honor his own drafts. Such is the condition of the people ʺin this
church and kingdom.ʺ
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We must be on the elert; we must march up Bold
to meet our antaginest; lest he friten us away from our purpose
[and] we fall into shame and Draw from our maker everlasting contempt . . .
________________________________

. . . a City four miles square on the Bank of the Missippy River
Hancock Co[unty]. there is already gathered there 3000
and they are coming in Dailey . . .
32

PACKARD, Philip (1776‐1847; Latter‐day Saint elder and ʺministerʺ by 1836).
TWO VERY LENGTHY AUTOGRAPH LETTERS SIGNED, filled with Mormon news,
reflections and exhortation. To James LOCK[E] (in Canton, Bradford County,
Pennsylvania). Washington Township (now El Dara), Pike County, Illinois,
January 27, 1841; and Barry, Pike County, Illinois, September 6, 1843.

31½ X 20 cm. and 24 X 19½ cm., respectively. Each 3½ pages on two conjugate
leaves + address portion. Each with manuscript postal markings from Barry,
Illinois (January 30 [1841] and October 13 [1843]). Evenly toned. NUMEROUS
TAPE REPAIRS at fold intersections and elsewhere, appearing to be recent
[expletive deleted!], not discolored, hopefully archival, and presumably
removable (or else allowed) by a professional conservator. condition noted: $3,200
APPROXIMATELY 6,700 WORDS, closely written in tiny handwriting but quite
readable (easier with a magnifying glass, in my case, though the writer was as
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old as I am now). Fortunately, my source acquired these letters with a previous
ownerʹs careful full transcription, surely the work of many hours. The content is
appealing and of high quality throughout, almost entirely on Mormon matters or
colorful related circumstances of life.
SUCH LENGTHY COMMUNICATIONS are necessarily filled with varied bits of news to
add detail to the history of the Latter‐day Saints, along with the following
anecdotal reference which may amuse, more than inform . . .
. . . Br. Bulkley, just after I came here[,] Prophecyd that the Queen and King of
England wood come into this Church; the work of the Lord is takeing a
powerful stand in England thousands have embraced the truth of the fullness of
gospel and have Ben Baptised for the remission of their sins and By the Holy
ghost, Miricles are rought, it has taken such a March that the Elders have entered
into London; and the preasts of Baal there have rose up to withstand the work to
their own Destruction Br. P.P. Pratt established a printing press there and the
Mob arose and Destroyed the printing press: the Preasts then went to the queen
to move her to Banish these Elders from the Island of great Brittan Br. Pratt then
went to the queen requesting her that if she would let him preach 2 hours in
her presence then if she said go, he would go, she consented and he preached
after which she said that he might stay and preach; Broth. Joseph has sent for
the twelve to come home all but Br. Pratt he has his family there with him; he
stays there still to labor . . . [1841 letter, beginning 1/4 way through the text
(emphasis added)]

We may smile at such naiveté, the spelling or the diction, yet here is something
wonderful which I have tried to highlight for decades in my work on cultural
background studies: namely, the deceptive, apparent dichotomy between form
and substance in common writing; the eloquence hidden within unlearned
expression. As I wrote several years ago, this style of . . .
. . . homely prose . . . drifts from the mundane to the sublime with the same
didactic ecstasy which we see in early Mormon texts and revelations. Like
smoldering coals which flare at the sudden breeze, these unexpected passages
elevated folk writing of Joseph Smithʹs world with breathtaking ease, sparking
abruptly from discussions of the weather to contemplation of eternal worlds.
[Mormon Parallels, p. 1489]

Nobody did that with more determination than our fervent writer now at hand.
Packardʹs letters are suffused with millenarian zeal as he strives to lure his
friends to join him in Illinois before the reaping time shall come . . .
. . . here we have a Country imbrassing all most all the varities of the luxurious
fruits of this earth; and it is By far writcher from this writch soil; than where it
grows on Poor Barron lands or Mountains: and I want you hasten out with your
family, Just as you can guit out, and not wait to take all the vallieu of your farm
with you, for that you never can guit what you think it to be worth: I want you
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to look at George and William, who are now With you, and, soon they will be
forsed into war Contrary to their wills: and what Comfort will your farm be to
you then: when Deprived of your children: for the time is soon upon you; that
he who will not take up the sword against his Brother they will put him to Death:
you are puting this evil a great ways a head when it is now, you have only just
time enough to guit here and inherrit the Land of Joseph; or his Blesing on his
seed to be Injoyed By they who are of the Faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:
even they who are the children of the Kingdom By, Promise: and not by the law
of Moses: what saith the scriptures. I will give the Heathen for thine
inhearitance and the uttermost partes of the earth for thy Possession: and is not
this it; it most shurely is; and I know it, and so may you, these Parairis are the
fealds of the woods so often mentioned in the writeings of the Prophets: which
long has been in the Dark but comes to light in those Last Days through the
Preasthood of the son of God; . . . [end of 1843 letter]

P

PACKARD had experience preaching, apparently. His name appears
among the elders who were named by the end of 1836 as ʺMinisters of the
Gospel, belonging to the church of the Latter Day Saints, whose Licences were
recorded the last Quarter, in the Licence Records, in Kirtland, Ohioʺ (Messenger
and Advocate III:3; Whole No. 27 [December 1836], p. 432). Born in Bridgewater,
Massachusetts, Packard appears from the context of these letters to have settled
at some point in north‐central Pennsylvania until joining the Mormon Church
and finally moving to Pike County, Illinois (along the Mississippi, midway
between St. Louis and Nauvoo) in 1840. A year and a half after locating there,
we find him providing ʺone yoke of Oxen for the purpas of Building the Lords
House in Nauvooʺ–Receipt to Philip Packard written by Lyman Wight, Agent in
ʺIll[inois]ʺ on August 27, 1841. BYU Library Special Collections (accessed at
http://cdm15999.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/SCMisc/id/67612 on Novem‐
ber 16, 2015). Philip and his second wife Eleanor were endowed on February 6,
1846 according to the Nauvoo Temple Endowment Register (Brown, Nauvoo
Sealings . . . , 230).
HILIP

The second letter now present here shows Packard still strong in the faith in
October 1843. Less than three years later, however, we discover a much
embittered man. As the Saints were heading out of Illinois, he evidently found
himself stuck in Nauvoo at age seventy ‐ unable either to get out of town or raise
crops where he was ‐ because one of his yoke of oxen had been stolen (perhaps
by David H. Redfield), with the other pair lent to the Church and never returned
to him. John Taylor, among others, put him off, saying that the animals were
needed more for the common cause. On July 13, 1846, Packard sent an indignant
letter to ʺRev Brigom Young, To the Camp of Israelʺ (not present here, but
preserved by the Church History Library among Youngʹs incoming letters of that
year). ʺI am stript naked,ʺ he then complained,
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of all I possest 2 years ago, and now I want to move out and cannot go for the
want of means to go with It is a hard case for an animal of pray to unclench
from the grip of the paws of a hungary Lion whos appetite cannot be satisfyed
with nothing short of Being filled: Reverend Sir I want you should use a great
Deal of care and prudence ‐ to find out whether the above Described oxen ever
came into the Camp ‐‐ had it ben as it once was with me I would not have taken
this method to have got my oxen But I cannot walk it on foot and I know no
other way therefore excuse me if you can of what I have written that is not right
& May Heaven give you a Clear Deserning in the truth of all things for past,
present and to come . . .
[Philip Packard to Brigham Young (Nauvoo, July 13, 1846), Church History
Library, accessed November 16, 2015 at:
https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE3947375]

Sadly, Packard was unable to get out of Illinois, and his final residence was back
down in Scott County (adjacent to Pike County) where, recently bereaved of his
wife Eleanor, he bequeathed his remaining possessions to his nephew Howard S.
Smith in his will dated November 6, 1847, too weak or disabled to sign the
instrument with his own hand. By November 23, he was dead. –Scott County,
Illinois will and probate records accessed November 19, 2015 at Ancestry dot
com.
NAMES MENTIONED in Packardʹs two original letters now offered here (as spelled
by Packard):
Allen, George W.
Allread, Bro.
Bulkley, Bro.
Corkings, Bro.
Delehigh (murdered by Williams)
Horton, James
Kilborn, Norman
Kilborn, Ozeas or Ozias
Laurence (nearby resident with farm)
Lock, George
Lock, James
Lock, Sis.
Lock, William
Miller, Eleaser
Packard (?), ʺthe girl,ʺ daughter of
Philip and Eleanor?
Packard (?), George
Packard (?), William
Packard, Eleanor (wife of Philip
Packard, after death of his first wife)
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Packard, John H.
Packard, Philip (writer of these letters)
Pratt, P. P.
Rennels (Reynolds?), Bro.
Rennels, Governor (Gov. Thomas
Reynolds of Missouri)
Rennels, Governor Rennels son
Rounils (Reynolds?), Bro. and Sis.
Rundo, Bro.
Runils (Reynolds?), Bro.
Shearer, Joel
Smith, Howard
[Smith], ʺBr[o]. Josephʺ
[Smith], ʺBr[o]. Josephʹs wifeʹs Brotherʺ
ʺWiddow woman and 2 children . . . her

husband was killed at Hone
Mill in Missouriʺ
Williams (a murderer whom Packard
met)

ADDITIONAL SELECTIONS FROM THE LETTERS NOW OFFERED HERE :
Regarding the 1841 journey to Illinois . . .
. . . we Injoyed good health on the Road although it was very fateaguing to us, as
well as our Beasts, our Horses stood the Journey Better than I Expected when I
started they were in as good sprits when we got here, as when started although
they had faln away some But their appitite held good, and they never refused to
draw as quick as the motion was made for them to start, I drove my team all the
way my self [at age 65 ‐ RG]; we never overset our lode although the roads were
in a Bad state for traveling especially after I came to Michigan state until I arrived
here; the[y] were gullied very Bad, whenever there is hils there, you may expect
Deep gullies; all the laines are a loos soil and the water following in the rut ware
fast; . . .

Another snippet from the 1841 letter:
. . . I wish there could be a way found that Brother Runils could come How
Joyful! I should be to see them once more on the shores of time we all live right
at the Door of the great Milenium crest, and who takes an active part to be in
Rediness for that sollem hour when the Savior should come with ten thousand of
his angels with him and before that time the saints must all be gathered into one;
and what hanging Back who love the world more than the Commands of God,
while every one will have his own way for to be in Rediness for that great day

1841 news of a visit from mutual friends . . .
Br. Eleaser Miller and Br. Joel Shearer with their wifes came to my house on a
visit & since that I have ben to see them at Rockport where they live Norman
Kilborn went with me they were glad to see us; it was a happy meeting when
they came to my house, they were Driven out of Missouri and suffered the loss of
al But life But they have ben Blessed of Heaven since they came out Br. Joel
Shearer has taken land to work on shairs and has supported their families well.
Br. Miller has Rented a farm of which he gives a great rent in cash 275 Dollars;
he has a family of smart Boys and they have injoyed good helth since they came
there he has over 100 Hogs besides what he was fatting he told me that he
alowed he had from 2000 to 2500 Bushils of com Beside a great quantity of Wheat
not thrattched . . .
[Eleazer MILLER co‐signed a letter with Eliel Strong printed in the Evening and
Morning Star 1:12 (May 1833), page (95) reading in part that Strong (either with or
before being accompanied by Miller) baptized ʺthree in Canton, Pennsylvania,ʺ
which was the residence of the recipient of this letter.]
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example of a mere four inches of text (1841 letter, page [2]); this portion transcribed below:

. . . all but Br. Pratt he has his family there with him; he stays there still, to labor some of the Elders
have gone to one of the Islands, and some into Ashia to preach the gospel of the kingdom to them
also; to gather them from the East to the west; this I think wood fulfill Prophecy to perfection; the
work of God is spreading in scotland– I see a count in the papers, caled, the times and the seasons,
2 papers a month 2 Dollars a year printed at Nauvoo this acount says there is two hundred of the
Latter Day saints lately came from Ingland 100 stoped at Kirtland 100 come to Nauvoo; here at this
stake they are imployed in quaring stone every tenth Day, and the Most commodius place suitable for
the Building of the Lordʹs house in that stake in Zion, i think it is to be one hundred and twenty feet
square, larger considerable than the one Built in Kirtland to be Built of Hewn stone the authorities of
the state of Illinois Declare Positively that no Mob shall never rise to Disturbe the peace nor take away
aney right or priviledge Belonging to the Mormons; and that the Legislature has granted to the
Mormons the Right for incorporateing a city; and with the order they have Laid out a City four miles
square on the Bank of the Missippy River Hancock Co. there is already gathered there 3000 and they
are coming in Dailey; I write thes things Because you have not the means for for [sic] information;
and whether it may be gratefying to you I know not; Man is a Changable Creature and is easyly
moved aside from the Bounds God hath set for him and from the purpos which he purposed when all
were together in union and prosperity; But the signs which are Before us may strengthen us when
separated a thousand miles apart and uncertain whether we ever do in this state of existence; as I feel
for you so I am constrained to write; as it respects the Predictions of the Prophecies of the Book of
Mormon when speaking of the signs when or at the time of the Coming forth of this Reckord, there
should be heard of wars and fammin pestilence Earthquakes, and fire, and smoke in forren lands and
so it is: I have seen the account; Spain is Destroying her self being invelloped in sivil war . . .
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News of ʺanother home Murder By a Man who stayed at my house short time
Before,ʺ . . .
he had ben a tyrant in his house his wife had been obleaged to apply to the
authorities on account of his abuse . . . Shortly after took his rifle and went over
in the Dusk of the evening when he came to his house [the house of one of his
pursuers] he saw him eating supper By a lighted candle on the table he fired
through the window the Ball entered his head and he fell to the flower and
expired. Williams gave himself up to the Sherriff he was committed to Jail and
after more than a month had gone he sent for his wife and three of his children to
come and see him and he under took to Murder her he cut her throat Bad she
cried for help and the sherriff ran in, when Williams said if he made alarm he
would serve him just so his wife broke loos from him ran out Williams then cut
his own throat and Died in a bout three hours it is suposed that he ment to
Murdere his wife and the three children in that he has missed his aim[,] for his
wife is like to guit well, he lived about three miles from me But Died in Pike
County Jail, (as a fool so Died Williams)

Post‐script admonitions to friends at the end of the 1841 letter . . .
Br and Sister Rounils I should be glad to see you here But there is a great
uncertainty of this But whether I Do or not one thing is certain there is a day a
coming when we shall meet and if we are faithfull to God it will be a joyfull
meeting I say to you keep your purpose in that caling which whereunto God
hath Called you to sustain the Cross to maintain that faith and holiness that we
may be Holy and without Blame in love I often think of your febleness and the
want of props under your arms[,] Children to support you with firewood and
such necessary things for comfort in the Decline of life But I hope God will make
your path smooth all the way and through Death it self and that your soul may
land safe Beyond the reach and power Death hell and the grave; in Heaven with
Christ to dwell forever and ever Amen
George and William Lock Do not Drink into the world Bewiching and
Fortellings pleasures for this is a sollum Day and a day wherein Blood toucheth
Blood a day wherein every one is seeking gain from his own quarter and we are
seround on all hands with evil and so common to our eye that we Do not see no
evil that we have need of Divine strength from God to work in the light of God
It is by Heavens Blessings we live

FROM THE 1843 LETTER
News heard of Missourians after Joseph Smith:
Some time last August when Br Joseph went over the River into Ionia as he often
had Done accompanied By other Elders from Nauvoo to Preach to that people
who were of the same craft of the Sectarian world, Properly called Babylon; and
of the faith of Nahov Br. Josephʹs wifeʹs Brother lived there after hearing him
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severil times he requested Br. Joseph to make another apointment and he would
be Re Baptised he did so, the Day comes he went, and there were some of the
Cananites there and of the faith of Nahov, who were ever ready to Destroy all
that is of God, and make the servents of God their prey, and shut them in
Confinement, now these men could not be known until the time should come
that their work sould be made manifest, they notified the Missourians of
Br Josephʹs appointment and where they might find him Governor Rennels
[Thomas Reynolds, Gov. of Missouri ‐ RG] son; and one other Man with him and
an officer with them, so after meeting unsuspected they took him and after
tortering him all night with loaded pistils all night he in the morning opened
the window in sight of which was a house he gave signs of Distress, the
Neighbors ran to his releaf, Joseph sent for 2 Lawyers who when they came
granted him a writ of Habeas Corpos By which he could have a trial By law
there, the writ Broat out of Missouri charged him with stealing a hors[e] when he
came a way or out of Missouri Br Joseph proved By a bundance of witnesses that
he satisfied the man the owner of the hors, for the hors, Before he took the hors
into his hands: The Missourians never have laid no such thing to his charge until
this late hour; (when they want to vamp up something to go a Broad to the world
that could be the most Disgracefull to impeach the carracter of a man of God) . . .
[emphasis added]

On the spirit of mobs . . .
there has been great excitement through out the state, and the mean and Base
parts of Community are guiting up Mob meetings; and Drawing up resolutions
against the Mormons what to Do; and how to procede against them; and
maney have Become a shamed of it already, and the more inlightened part of
Community will not take no notice at tall of them; who are of that spirit, I think
it will Blow over, after a while, for a spel But the wicked and ungodly Do suffer
under great pain for it to come, they Do not think that they are a going to suffer
any loss when in fact their all is at stake, the loss of themselves their wifes and
Children, and all their earthly inheritances they will see no more for ever, this
will be their Ruin under their own heads: when they might have peace from
God and all men, but they chose misery for their fellow Clay; and misery must
be their abode for ever, thus they must Drink in the wrath of God for ever, this
shall be their portion meeted out by the Judge of all the earth when they might
have had peace they would not. But Death they sought and Death they Drank
Down and swallowed as that of the most sweet, they could rellish: Br Bulkley
told me last Sunday that Br Wood has got back from Nauvoo; that Br Joseph had
wrote to Governor Forde for nine canon and three thousand stand of Arms:
Governor Ford wrote an answer to Br Joseph saying fear not keep the laws of the
Land & in case the Mob Doth arise against you, I will be there my self, and I will
Protect you from the invasion of Mobs: However good the governor may be at
heart it will be Difficult for the mormons to have Justice Don them by the
governor: and why because there is a Mob spirit in all the sectarian world;
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Packardʹs news and views range from the profane to the profound – in what can
feel at times like a single extended, uninterrupted breath . . .
we have had a hot Dry summer here; we had a frost here the 2 of this month it
was hard; Snakes I have not seen but one live Rattle snake since I came here (vis)
near me I kild one paraira Rattlesnake good Distance from home; the sides of
these are white like a milk snake but on the Back they look like your sort of Rattle
snake; the other kind except the Black snake I Do not think I have seen not over
6 or 8 since I came here: Misketo there has been a great Bool bager made up in
the east about this insect the Misketo I do not Believe that I have seen 10 since I
came where I now live; the punks are nothing so bad here as in, Pa, It has been
very sickly here in the Paraira settlement and I expect not abated at all as yet,
fever and ague Chills & Ague this last proves the most fatal; I raised 4 Bushils of
wheat this summer and I paid the same for harvesting it; wheat hear is 55 cts per
bushil corn 20 cts. God has favored us with Prosperous seasons for maney a
year and the hearts of this people have not regarded it for good in humiliation
and thanksgiving to him[,] onear and Donater of all Blessings to man, feble,
mortal, man, they have spumed away his servants from them, and spumed at
the Doings of the Lord, until their hearts have become hard and their conciences
have become scared as with a hot Iron and God is weary holding, In; God must
let the sluecis of his vengeance Role forth like a Rock when it falls it grinds to
powder all beneath, so must Babylon fall: and all her glory have an end; when
God Decree goes forth; he has said he would send them an over flowing rain
that shood over flow their hiding place it is now at the Door; and he would send
them a mighty strong wind that sweeps away their reffuge of lies; has not yet
Come ut must come and accomplish the very thing purposed, of God: Wake up
the mighty men let all the men of war Draw near let them Beat their Plowshares
in swords and their pruneing hooks into spears and let the wealc say I am strong:
that hav cause the mighty ones to come Down Lord; this great Day must come
and all flesh will know when it comes although they live thoughtless;
unconcerned and unprepared, it is solom to see the seed rot under the Clods and
the gamers empty of wheat but what is this to Blood and Carnage and the slain
of our fellow Man in one day.

Amen for now, but there is much more waiting in this astonishing specimen of
correspondence from a senior Saint in Illinois.
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THE PALMYRA WHIG: And Wayne County Advertiser. By W. N. & S. J. Cole.
(weekly newspaper, Palmyra, New York) for February 9, 1838 [I:2] – August 23,
1839 [II:29 (concluding issue under this title)]. The first issue of the Palmyra Whig
(Vol. 1, No. 1) is NOT present here (or anywhere, probably). In the issue for July
20, 1838 [I:25], the outer side of the sheet (which should have contained pages 1
and 4) did not get printed, and remains blank here. SUCCEEDED BY:

Whether ʹtis better to go hiking, or study this bulky book –that was the question.

WAYNE COUNTY WHIG. By W. N. Cole. (newspaper, Lyons, Wayne County,
New York) for August 30, 1839 [I:1] – May 26, 1841 [ʺWhole No. 167 . . . NEW
SERIES, Vol. 2, No. 35.ʺ] (the unnumbered issue for May 5, 1841 consisting of only
two pages on one leaf as issued ‐ and printed without masthead ‐ due to the
editorʹs illness); AND:
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WAYNE COUNTY WHIG‐‐‐ Extra. Lyons, March 10, 1841. Inaugural Address
of President Wm. H. Harrison. . . . Folio BROADSHEET: two pages on one leaf.
Supplemental material on second page includes the obituary of Myron Holley.

SUMMARY: Weekly newspaper, Palmyra, New York, then moving to Lyons, New
York. February 9, 1838 ‐ May 26, 1841. Collated COMPLETE within the period
described above. Containing all but the first issue of the entire run of the Palmyra
Whig (except for the two pages of the July 20, 1838 issue left blank by the printer
in error, as noted above), and containing the first 87 issues, plus an Extra issue, of
the paperʹs uninterrupted continuation, the Wayne County Whig (Lyons, New
York).
FOLIO. 166 issues + 2 (consisting of 4 pages each except for three issues having only
2 pages each). Thus, 666 printed folio pages present, in all.
BOUND TOGETHER IN A SINGLE LARGE VOLUME measuring 22½ X
16 X 2 inches (ca. early‐twentieth‐century three‐quarter cloth
over marbled boards with simple gold lettering on spine. A
pedestrian but quite serviceable binding.)
CONDITION is generally quite good. The first issue present (I:2)
is badly worn, with some textual loss. A very few issues have
long horizontal tears without noticeable loss. Occasional toning
or moderate stains from pressed leaves. A one‐inch ad or notice
clipped neatly from one leaf. Most issues remain very good,
however, with some being nearly fine and bright. The binding
has medium wear but is very strong, with no danger of issues
coming loose.
postpaid: $2,750
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EXTREMELY RARE IF NOT UNIQUE: NO COPIES RECORDED. Judging
from OCLC, it would appear that not one of these issues is held by any library.
OCLC shows no libraries with any copy of the Palmyra Whig at all, and six
libraries with only film or later issues of the Lyons (Wayne County Whig) title.
This is a highly political paper. There are a few nice GRAPHIC ELEMENTS
including two very large political ads, one full‐page with massive size type,
suitable to have been cut out and posted on a wall, but not a broadside (October
25, 1839; II:9), and the other, a splendid half‐page illustrated celebratory ad
announcing Whig election victories, with woodcut of a ship representing the
ʺCONSTITUTIONʺ (Nov. 17, 1838; I:41). Two
smaller but eye‐catching political ads appear
in the issues for November 3, 1838 (I:39) and
Nov. 17, 1838 (I:41).
The Lyons paper is slightly better quality
type and paper stock, and has more articles
(vs. ads) on its final page of each issue,
compared to the Palmyra title. Two of the
issues near the end have BLACK‐BORDERED
INTERIORS (April 7 and 14, 1841; II:29,30)
grieving the sudden death of newly‐
inaugurated President William Henry
Harrison ‐ the first report actually dated
April 8 ‐ only four days following the event,
before the era of the telegraph! The desirable
Extra issue, (two pages on one leaf bound at
the end of this volume) gives Harrisonʹs
inauguration speech.

T

PALMYRA WHIG was the precursor to what would become the most
widely‐circulated paper in Wayne County, New York by the 1860s:
HE

The LYONS REPUBLICAN, published by Wm. T. Tinsley, was first published as
the Palmyra Whig, in Feb. 1838, by Wm. N. and Samuel Cole. It was removed to
Lyons by Wm. N. Cole, and its name changed to The Wayne County Whig. In the
fall of 1850, it passed into the hands of Williams & Gavit. In the spring of 1852,
they sold it to Silas A. Anderson, who continued it a few months, and sold it to
Wm. Van Marter; and in Nov. of the same year, it passed into the hands of
Rodney L. Adams. In Sept. 1856 its name was changed to The Lyons Republican;
and April 30, 1859, Mr. Adams sold it to Wm. T. Tinsley, its present publisher,
who enlarged it in 1866 to an eight column paper. It is the central organ of
Wayne County Republicanism, and has the largest circulation of any paper in the
county. [Hamilton Child, Gazetteer and Business Directory of Wayne County, N.Y.,
for 1867‐‐8 . . . (Syracuse [NY]: Printed at the Journal Office, 1867), 26]
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As explained in Landmarks of Wayne County, New York,
In 1839 the Palmyra Whig was removed to Lyons by William N. Cole, and the
name changed to The Wayne County Whig. Mr. Cole was for a time in
partnership with Frederick Morley, and also with his brother, James Cole, and
continued his connection with the Whig until 1850. In that year, when Millard
Fillmore was president, Mr. Cole was postmaster at Lyons, and knowing that a
majority of the Whig party in Wayne county held views adverse to his own, he
decided to sell his paper. He resided in Lyons until 1863, and was afterwards
publisher of the Wayne Sentinel in Palmyra. [Landmarks of Wayne County, New
York, Edited by Hon. George W. Cowles of Clyde, N.Y., Assisted by H. P. Smith
and Others. (Syracuse, N.Y.: D. Mason & Company, 1895), 136]

This rare paper contains plenty of ardent local political editorializing, plus
extensive copy from other publications. Mormon content is limited and not
original to this paper. However, any 1830s newspaper from Palmyra must catch
our eye, beckoning us to watch for familiar surnames in ads and articles which
may offer levels of cultural background or follow‐up available nowhere else.
Mr. Cole is stern in his political attacks on Pomeroy TUCKER, for example, and
happy to publish spiritual praise of Rev. Jesse TOWNSEND, whose lengthy
obituary appears in the issue for July 20, 1838 (I:25, p. 2). Other surnames I noted
in passing include Durfee, Jessup, Lakey and Bemis (bookstore ads from
Canandaigua). The two days I spent on this volume were not nearly enough to
catch everything of potential interest, but here are some of my notes . . .
–

July 20, 1838 issue, p. 3, cols. 2‐3 contains a lengthy, adulatory obituary of
Palmyraʹs Presbyterian minister, Rev. JESSE TOWNSEND (17 column inches.
Regarding Townsendʹs early statements on Joseph Smith and Martin Harris, see
EMD 3:20‐27).

–

September 22, 1838 issue, p. 2, col. 5: Lengthy political attack on POMEROY
TUCKER.

–

November 24, 1838, page 2: Substantial, long article on the MORMON WAR,
copied from another paper and without any added local editorial noted on the
Mormons.

–

December 1, 1838, page 33, col. 1: Good but shorter article announcing the end of
the Mormon War, copied from another paper and without any added local
editorial noted on the Mormons.

–

June 7, 1839, page 1, cols. 5‐6: Mrs. Spaulding statement/supposed Origin of
Mormonism.
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–

November 1, 1839, page 1, column 6, article with ʺSecret Combinationsʺ in the
heading, applied to a political party, but pointedly using the term ʺlodgeʺ which
shows the earlier Masonic connotation of ʺsecret combinationsʺ in the mind of
the writer.

–

January 3, 1840. The two inner pages (pp. 2‐3) contain the annual address of
Pres. Martin Van Buren to the two houses of Congress, delivered December 24,
1839 (less than a month after Joseph Smith met him in Washington). The
columns are narrower than this paperʹs usual format, leaving wide margins,
explained by the editor who says that the forms were set up by ʺthe Argusʺ for
joint publication.

What their services lacked in ceremony genuflections
was made up in dispatch of business. [p. 29]
34

PEARSON, G[ustavus]. C. OVERLAND IN 1849 from Missouri to California by the
Platte River and the Salt Lake Trail; an account from the letters of G. C. Pearson, edited
by Jessie H. Goodman with an introduction and notes by John Bartlett Goodman III.
[Scraps of Californiana VI]. Privately Printed at Los Angeles, California [Printed
by The Cole‐Holmquist Press, Los Angeles], 1961.
20½ cm. 44, [1 (colophon)] pp. + folding map. Simple line‐drawing illustrations
in frontispiece and text. (The half‐title/frontis. leaf comprises the first two pages.)
Orig. dark spring‐green boards with gilt‐lettered backstrip. Chapter titles and
portions of the title page printed in matching green. Nearly fine.
$65
No. 57 of 150 copies ʺespecially prepared as a keepsake for the Zamorano Clubʺ
out of a total edition of 350 copies. The folding map shows the route from Salt
Lake City to Los Angeles. ʺSalt Lake City,ʺ pp. [25]‐30, with additional Mormon
content elsewhere. From page 30 . . .
That socialism existed in its worst form, one cannot deny. No servitude is as
complete as that of the mind, and when that is enslaved we are but animated
clods. Among the questions brought before the people at their Sabbath meeting,
was that of spiritualizing all females over fourteen years of age who were
unsealed. This matter of forcing into service every available female has its
counterpart among the Piutes, who as every one knows, are but one removed
from animals. This proposition from the heads of the Church was received and
acted upon favorably.

The chapter which follows, entitled ʺThe Salt Lake Trail,ʺ makes a somewhat
startling claim, set at Big Cottonwood Creek . . .
At this place, which was our last camp in the Salt Lake Valley, was a farmer from
Maine, who joined the Mormons and lived near where we were. He urged us to
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secrete his two daughters, aged fourteen and sixteen, in our wagon, and get them
away from the valley and beyond the reach and power of the Church, as we was
anxious, if possible, to save his children from the lustful Churchmen, who had
determined on spiritualizing all un‐[p. 31 end]sealed females over fourteen years
of age. He urged, coaxed and implored, but to no purpose, as we knew, at least I
did, from what I had seen, that such a proceeding would have worked our ruin
and the destruction of the whole party by the Danites, who would have quietly
put us out of the way, and no one would have been the wiser. [pp. 31‐32]
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PEET, Stephen D[enison]. THE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND TRADITIONS OF
THE ABORIGINES OF NORTH AMERICA. By The Rev. Stephen D. Peet. (Editor
of the ʺAmerican Antiquarian.) Being a Paper read Before the Victoria Institute, or,
Philosophical Society of Great Britain. AUTHORʹS COPY. [no imprint, but 1887?]
21½ cm. 15, [4 (Society publication ads)] pages + 2
preliminary leaves with illustrations of Pre‐
Columbian carvings printed on both sides.
Original printed wrappers. ʺAUTHORʹS COPYʺ
printed by the original publisher on both the
front wrapper and the title page. Toning and a
little soiling and slight wear; text block separated
cleanly from the wrappers.
$100
Also published in the Journal of the Transactions of
The Victoria Institute . . ., XXI (London, 1888), pp.
[229]‐248, read at their ordinary meeting of
December 6, 1886, with note that ʺThe following
paper was then read by the Rev. R. Thornton, DD.,
V.P.[,] the author being unavoidably absent in the
United States.ʺ This authorʹs copy of the off‐print
would have been sent to Rev. Peet in the U.S. at
some point. The latest date mentioned in its ads is
1887.
NO MENTION OF MORMONISM, but I purchased this
sober study, thinking it ought to be preserved in
the archives of some Mormon Studies institution for potential Book of Mormon
ethnographic background. The paper seems to have been taken seriously by
contemporaries, and is cited in a few other scholarly works of that era. Peet
draws parallels with Christianity, but also acknowledges nature worship and
deification of animals and objects. On the Toltecsʹ potential views of a personal
God and future life, Peet comments thus . . .
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The doctrine of immortality is not without its witness also. In the sculptures of Santa
Lucia Cosumal‐whuapa, in Guatemala, there are figures which express this thought.
Take this one. Here is a ladder reaching upwards toward the sky. On the ladder is a
human figure climbing; above the ladder is a deathʹs head with human arms
attached; the head seems to smile upon the human figure; the human face looks up
with a mild and placid expression. Here there is no fear of death, but a climbing to
immortality. [pp. 7‐8, with the illustration shown ABOVE]

ʺThe Prophet and his convert, (Smith and Harris,) came to Rochester
and offered us the honor of being their printer.ʺ
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THE PLATTSBURGH REPUBLICAN (newspaper, Plattsburgh, New York) for
Saturday morning, December 20, 1845 [XXXVI:23].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Fairly bright and neatly disbound, but with
careless tears (and a little textual loss) emanating from the center of the back‐fold
area (not affecting the Mormon articles).
condition noted: $165
The first column of the editorial page (page 2) offers FOURTEEN COLUMN INCHES of
quite hot copy taken from THURLOW WEEDʹs Albany Evening Journal of only ten
days earlier (on December 10). It consists of two rather sensational articles, the
first taken by Weed from the New York Sun (ʺA LETTTER FROM JOE SMITHʹS
WIDOWʺ), and the second written by Weed himself, describing his interview
with Joseph Smith and Martin Harris who came to him in 1829 in search of a
printer for the Book of Mormon.
The famous Emma Smith letter has been fully discredited, I would say, but it is
certainly colorful. It claims to have Emma stating on November 18, 1845, ʺ. . .
that I never for a moment believed in what my husband called his apparitions and
revelations, as I thought him laboring under a diseased mind; . . .ʺ Plenty has been
written about this elsewhere.
Weedʹs own article which follows, while also somewhat garbled, is at least first‐
hand, and sufficiently similar to his several other recorded statements as to
compete easily (for example), with any claims to consistency of Joseph Smithʹs
varying accounts about his first vision. But Weed speaks here of something he
saw himself. For background see Vogel, Early Mormon Documents 3:327‐31 and
Grunder, Mormon Parallels, pp. 1408‐9. Here is the heart of it, as given in 1845 . . .
. . . he pretended that he was directed, in a dream, to repair to a particular spot in
the woods, and possess himself of an oracular ʺslate,ʺ or, as he called it, a
ʺGolden Bible.ʺ From this inspired ʺslate,ʺ which he used to place in his hat, he
first read to the ʺgaping fewʺ new and strange revelations; and finally, he
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produced the ʺBook of Mormon,ʺ as the creed and faith for a People of whom he
was designed by Providence to be the Prophet and Ruler. The ʺBook of
Mormonʺ is a copy of the manuscript which Smith obtained near Pittsburgh.
A wealthy farmer, by the name of Harris, was the first believing convert. Harris
mortgaged his farm to raise the money required for the temporal support of the
Prophet, and the printing of the ʺBook of Mormons.ʺ The Prophet and his
convert, (Smith and Harris,) came to Rochester and offered us the honor of
being their printer. {We were in like manner, a year afterwards [sic], asked to
print ʺMorganʹs Revelations of Free‐Masonry.ʺ} But as we were only in the
newspaper line, we contented ourself with reading a chapter of what seemed
such wretched and incoherent stupidity, that we wondered how ʺJoeʺ had
contrived to make the fist fool with it. But he went on making not only fools,
but knaves, in America and Europe, for more than twenty years, and until his
career was abruptly cut short by men who became themselves violators of the
laws they were called to vindicate.—Albany Evening Journal. [emphasis added]

At the time this took place (actually June 1829), Weed was the leading
antimasonic newspaper publisher of Western New York, and a principal light of
that movement. To Smith and Harris, he would have seemed a likely choice to
print the Book of Mormon. But Weed sent them across the road to his friend, the
kindly Quaker printer Elihu F. Marshall, located in the raucous museum
building on Exchange Street (just around the corner from the great and spacious
Reynolds Arcade). It was a heady time for a young prophet, and a shame that
Weed didnʹt know to take more particular notes of their two visits that week.
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[PROVO, UTAH] Early POSTCARD with printed image of ʺUtah Lake. Provo City,
Utah.ʺ [No. 3143 Published by The Provo Book & Stationery Co., Provo, Utah.
(printer logo:) EXCELSIOR, Leipzig, Dresden, Berlin (Germany); A[merican]
N[ews] C[ompany], N.Y.] 1907?
3½ X 5½ inches. Undivided back postmarked Provo, Utah, April 11, 190[7?].
Medium wear, with dark scuff marks noticeable primarily in the sky area of the
image.
$45
Horizontal view of the lake with reeds in fore‐ground. Well printed, leaving
room for short message at bottom. With a short NOTE SIGNED by Provo bee‐
keeper C. N. TIDD to ʺDear Friend [Miss Florence Cohoon in Oneonta, New
York],ʺ thanking her for sending some music. (ʺEvery piece is fine We are at
home now and our address is Provo R.D.2 . . .ʺ).
The June 15, 1908 issue of Gleanings in Bee Culture (Medina, Ohio; p. 765) prints a
simple but frankly charming letter from Mr. Tidd to the editor, describing the
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happy arrival of swarms of bees to his little farm as he and his wife arrived home
from Easter services in Provo. Only one year later, we find Tidd advertising his
place . . . ʺFor Sale.–4⅓ acre fruit farm with 30 hives of bees, 2 miles from court‐
house. Fine location for bees, poultry, and trout rearing; cold spring water.
C. H. Tidd, Rt. 2, Provo, Utah.ʺ (June 15, 1909 issue, p. 19)
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[The Salt Lake Hardware Co.] REAL‐PHOTO POSTCARD showing the store‐front of
this important and prosperous commercial institution, with street numbers 255 ‐
261 visible on the sign. Uncaptioned. Velox. Salt Lake City postmark dated
October 24, 1911.

3¼ X 5¼ inches. Very good. ʺWhat do you think of the place?ʺ asks ʺJack,ʺ
writing to Miss Beulah Gaines in Slater, Missouri. A nice sepia image.
$65
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[SALT LAKE TEMPLE] ʺThe Pride of the Mormons—The Temple, Salt Lake City,
Utah, U.S.A. Copyright 1901 by Underwood & Underwood.ʺ . . . New York,
London, Toronto‐Canada, Ottawa‐Kansas.

Stereoview card, 9 X 18 cm. Verso blank. Minor flaws but very good; some
medium discoloration noticeable in the sky areas of the images (individual
mounted albumen photographs). Showing the temple only eight years after it
was dedicated.
$70
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ʺSmith was killed, and the new prophet, Brigham Young,
organized the migration to Salt Lake—a migration as
absolutely unique and remarkable as
any ever recorded.ʺ (p. 47)
40

SHAW, Albert. ICARIA A Chapter in the History of Communism By Albert Shaw,
Ph. D. New York & London: G. P. Putnamʹs Sons; The Knickerbocker Press, 1884.
17 cm. ix, [1]‐219, [2 (ads)] pp. (appendices, pp. [187]‐216; Index, 217‐19).
Collated COMPLETE. Original smooth dark blue cloth gilt‐lettered on spine and
front board; floral endpapers. Text uniformly
toned, but A VERY GOOD COPY.
$250
SIGNED AND INSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR at
Minneapolis to Miss Mary F. Harriman (later
Severance; 1853‐1925); ʺSeveranceʺ ownership
inscription written unobtrusively at top of the
same flyleaf and on page 77.
FIRST EDITION.
Flake 7635a;
Howes S 336,
assigning an ʺaaʺ rarity, and saying ʺBest study of
Cabetʹs experiment in rational democratic
communism.ʺ Reprinted 1972, 1973; German
edition, 1886. SCARCE, especially in this condition: For such an important work,
there donʹt seem to be all that many copies in libraries. Between Flake and
OCLC, the only copy I can locate between Illinois and California is the one held
by the LDS Church History Library in Salt Lake City (Church call number: 335.2
S534i 1884).
Treats the evolving Icarian communities in Texas, Nauvoo, St. Louis, Iowa and
California. Chapter III is dedicated entirely to the ʺCOMMUNITY LIFE AT
NAUVOO,ʺ pp. [45]‐63. Scattered references to Nauvoo recur later. MORMONS
are treated respectfully, and are discussed and mentioned specifically on pages
47, 49, 50, 51, 54, 79 and 156.
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ʺI suppose he dreaded my official influence in opposing and utterly rejecting
the so‐called revelation as I was at that time a member of the First
Presidency. Joseph told me that he had several wives
sealed to him, and that they afforded him
a great deal of pleasure.ʺ
–WILLIAM LAW affidavit, transcribed from the original manu‐
script in possession of Zenas Gurley, for this edition, p. 126.
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SHOOK, Charles A[ugustus]. THE TRUE ORIGIN OF MORMON POLYGAMY.
By Charles A. Shook . . . Cincinnati: The Standard Publishing Company, 1914.
19 cm. viii, 213 pp. + the frontispiece and six plates (on glossy paper) as called
for. Collated COMPLETE. Original olive green cloth lettered in white on spine and
on front board. Original dust jacket (at head: A Social Evil Revealed) printed
in red. The book is in very good condition (internally fine and clean) with loss of
some lettering ink from spine. The dust jacket is heavily repaired on its blank
underside with brown paper, with just the slightest loss of text (half of one letter)
from verso; could be restored nicely by a professional conservator.
$275

Flake 7699. While this title was first published in 1910, the author explains in his
new Foreword (dated Eddyville, Nebraska, November 1, 1913) that the present
edition now benefits from ʺoriginal works of the Mormon Churchʺ not available
to him for the original version. He credits Zenas H. GURLEY and A. Theodore
SCHROEDER for giving him ʺaccess to nearly all of the old literature of
Mormonism, from which he has made a number of extracts both for the body of
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the work and also for a large number of footnotes which confirm what has
already been written.ʺ (p. [iii]).
Still quoted to the present day in various Mormon studies (pro‐ and anti‐),
THIS EDITION INTRODUCES THE IMPORTANT ʺAFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM LAWʺ
(1885), transcribed by Shook from the original manuscript in possession of Zenas
H. Gurley, approved by Gurley, and duly notarized (pages 124‐129), ʺan exact
copy, carefully prepared by myself with the full consent of the owner of the
original, and properly attested to put it above reasonable question or doubt. This
document . . . is one of the most damning pieces of evidence that has ever been
put before the public on the character of Joseph Smith and his confederates.ʺ
(p. 125).
Also includes the lengthy, somewhat lurid Wyl statement attributed to Sarah
Pratt (pp. 130‐32), along with accounts by other notable figures. Shook allows
that there is no more connection between the Reorganized and ʺBrighamiteʺ
Churches than there is between Presbyterian and Catholic. Even so, the
ʺJosephitesʺ continue to ʺown and acknowledge as prophet a man who has
confessed to being the father of the celebrated ʹʹRevelation on Celestial Marriage,ʹ
which has been the basis of the doctrine of the plurality of wives in Utah.ʺ (p. iv).

92

In looking over it from the mountains, it resembles a settlement of Irishmen
around some public works—however, every one is neat, comfortable,
and in perfect order. The citizens are orderly, well
disposed, civil and intelligent.
42

SQUIRE, James E. SUPERB ORIGINAL FORTY‐NINER OVERLAND TRAVEL ACCOUNT
with DESCRIPTION OF SALT LAKE CITY, later noticed and reprinted by Dale Morgan.
HERE FIRST PUBLISHED. ROCHESTER DAILY ADVERTISER (newspaper,
Rochester, New York) for Wednesday morning, October 10, 1849.
Folio, [4] pages (complete issue). Moderate wear to some edges but very good;
disbound with the two leaves separating from one another (the Squire article in
excellent condition).
$1,500

EXTREMELY RARE IF NOT UNIQUE. OCLC locates NO ORIGINAL SURVIVING PRINT
COPIES of this newspaper issue in any library. Dale Morgan (see below) credited
the Rochester Public Library which on OCLC claims only to have a microfilm
copy.
–After appearing in this newspaper (originally sent as a manuscript letter by the
author in Salt Lake to his friend in Rochester, who in turn relayed it to the
editor), Squireʹs account seems never to have been published separately in
monograph form.
–It was noticed a century afterward by DALE MORGAN, who included it as item
IV in his article, ʺLetters by Forty‐Niners Written from Great Salt Lake City in
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1849, Edited by Dale L. Morganʺ in the Western Humanities Review 3 (April
1949), 98‐116 (the Squire letter comprising pp. 106‐110, and constituting one of
eight such letters thus reproduced by Morgan).
–Morganʹs article was then issued as an off‐print (same page layout and
numbering) in the form of a nineteen‐page booklet without date, in dark green
wrappers printed with the same title as above, followed by the name of
ʺDAWSONʹS BOOK SHOP, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.ʺ

T

now at hand fills an entire column and a half of this
rare newspaperʹs second page (32½ column inches of small type), including
the editorʹs introductory paragraph entitled ʺLetter from a Californian.ʺ ʺWe are
indebted,ʺ he explains,
HE ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

to the politeness of Col. Noble, of this city, for the privilege of publishing the
following letter, received by him from James E. Squire, Esq., who left this city for
California last spring, by the overland route. The letter will be read with interest
by the friends and acquaintances of Mr. Squire, more especially as a rumor was
current some time after he left, that he had died of cholera. He is undoubtedly
ere this in the gold regions, as his letter bears date of July 18, at the Great Salt
Lake. This is the first letter we have seen from any of our citizens who have
taken the western overland route:—

Mr. SQUIRE indeed shows up in William F. Peckʹs History of Rochester and Monroe
County, New York (NY & Chicago: Pioneer Pub. Co., 1908), p. 365 as a member of
the Rochester bar in 1845. He was noticed again briefly (but from Dale Morganʹs
1949 article) by Western trail historian John D. UNRUH, Jr. in The Plains Across:
The Overland Emigrants and the Trans‐Mississippi West, 1840‐60 (Urbana &
Chicago: Univ. of Illinois Press, [1979]), p. 518, n.99.
You can read the entire letter (as published by Dale Morgan in 1949) at:
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822035076900;view=1up;seq=12
Squireʹs original letter was dated from the ʺCity of the Great Salt Lake,ʺ July 18,
1849. Here are my lengthy samplings, proof‐read carefully from the actual 1849
newspaper presently on my desk:
Although I journeyed nearly two weeks in the midst of the cholera, yet I escaped
untouched, and have enjoyed very fine health since I started on this journey.—
My constitution is robust and vigorous, and I have an appetite like a shark, but I
can assure you that it has been obtained by great hardship and fatigue. Do not,
for Godʹs sake, ever start, or let your friends start, on this route. It is attended
with inconceivable hardship and difficulties, and it is far preferable to go around
the Cape, (if you cannot go across the Isthmus), or even to go by way of China.
We have an ox and a horse team, but they have had it so hard in drawing our
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provisions and baggage, that we have performed the whole distance on foot,
averaging about 20 miles per day, besides the extra travel on account of hunting,
getting lost from the train, &c. Our oxen have performed well, and would do
much better than horses or mules if their feet did not get sore.
. . . Court‐House Bluffs . . . is 700 or 800 hundred feet in length from east to west,
and probably 300 or 400 wide and 250 feet high, and there are terraces worn
around so that it resembles very well a Court‐House, with cupalo, roof, &c. I
went to it and ascended to the top. It appeared to be only one or two miles from
the road, but we found it 8, the way we went. It is only from to 2 to 8 feet wide
on top, and some 200 or 300 long. It is composed of marl and sand, and so hard
as to form a kind of rock, and is capped with a kind of lime‐stone, which
probably has preserved it from the action of the elements. Chimney Rock, which
is some 35 or 40 miles above, resembles precisely a tunnel set upon the large end.
It is some 450 feet in height . . .
The “Devil’s Gate,” five miles from Independence Rock, is a curiosity. It is a
gorge in the mountains where the Sweet Water passes through. It is 60 to 80 rods
through, 60 to 100 feet wide, and from 400 to 600 feet high. The water runs
through pretty rapidly and makes a great noise. Above this a few miles is what is
called the Ice Swamp. It is a kind of ravine, extending from the river in a southwesterly direction to the mountains; the bottom is soft, and upon digging
through the turf, which is a kind of peat, about a foot and a half, you come to as
pure and perfect ice as you ever saw, varying from two inches to six in thickness.
The soil is a thick, soft mud beneath. It was a warm day when we were there,
and I saw a great many sick emigrants on the road afterwards, from the effects of
eating the ice. I did not eat much, as I thought it had a sort of saline or alkaline
taste, and inasmuch as I had suffered two days of pretty severe sickness some
way back from the effects of alkaline water. The Sweet Water runs from the
South Pass in nearly an easterly course. we followed up the valley to within 10
or 12 miles of the Pass. After we left the Sweet Water, we ascended some pretty
high hills, and from the rarity and coldness of the atmosphere, we realized that
we were at a great elevation.

In the paragraph immediately above, we can note the advantages (however
trifling) of having the original at hand in place of a secondary editor ‐ even one
so competent and worthy as Dale Morgan who missed the three words I have
place in bold type here, and who elected to correct the newspaperʹs beginning (as
I show it from the actual paper) of the penultimate sentence in this selection.
Morgan adds valuable details, on the other hand, such as the precise elevation of
7,550 feet, and a note that Squireʹs ʺ. . . remarks about the Ice Swamp constituted
a great novelty for the newspapers of 1849, and were widely reprinted. The ʹice
swampʹ soon disappeared after the livestock of the Forty‐niners stripped away
the protecting cover of grass.ʺ (Morgan, 108, n.20). Then, through the expected
tough terrain and down into the Great Basin . . .
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In many places these rocky cliffs were from three to six thousand feet above us.
We descended from one of these canons directly into the valley of the Salt Lake,
about three miles south east of the city. There is a kind of table land or bank
about three miles in width, sloping from the base of the mountains to the valley.
The city is situated immediately under this bank, and extends three miles west
towards the Utah outlet, and is three miles north and south. The city is entirely
fenced around, and is laid out in ten acre blocks, which are subdivided into lots
of 1½ acres each. These lots are not all built upon, but the land is entirely
cultivated. There are probably 500 houses, one story high, and small, and either
built of logs or adobes. In looking over it from the mountains, it resembles a
settlement of Irishmen around some public works—however, every one is neat,
comfortable, and in perfect order. The citizens are orderly, well disposed, civil
and intelligent. The streets are good, wide, and have generally a stream of water
running down each side, coming from their irrigating works.
The whole of the improved land is irrigated by the water coming from these
caverns in the mountains. There is, I presume, 20 miles of ditch around and in
the city for this purpose. The water is very pure, and conducted to every acre of
ground in the city. They are just cutting wheat; it is a tolerable crop, pretty short
straw but well filled. There are farms some distance from here that are said to
raise from 30 to 36 bushels to the acre. Vegetation of all kinds is very thrifty and
luxuriant, but still they cannot raise anything here without irrigation.
They have had no rain here since spring, and it is intolerably hot. All vegetation
that is not irrigated is parched and dried up, except upon the low and valley
land, which produces very good and abundant grass. . . . There is a remarkable
spring about one mile north of the city, which is sulphurous, and at least 110
degrees in temperature, and is the most luxurious bathing in a cold time I ever
saw. . . .
There are probably 500 teams on this route, and not less than 20,000 persons.
We are quite in advance of the main part of the emigrants—not over 1,500
[a]head of us. We hear that there is great distress behind on account of lack of
food, and sickness among the emigrants. The emigrants and cattle are dying by
thousands; the cholera is in the rear of the train. It followed us about 300 miles,
since which time we have not seen a case. Game has been abundant, principally
elk, buffalo and antelope. I can tell you some long and interesting yarns about
buffalo and antelope hunting, and will some time when we are in the back room
of a saloon in Rochester—some time when I have more leisure than at present.
We hear very favorable and flattering accounts from the gold regions by the
Mormons.
Yours &c.,
J. E. S.
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THE UPSTATE MONTHLY (magazine, Utica, New York) for October‐November,
1942 [3:6].
11 X 8¼ inches. [24] pages, counting wrappers (text numbered 3‐22, as issued).
Printed on coated paper. Orig. illustrated glossy wrappers printed in black and
brown. Very good.
$65
A pleasingly colloquial, yet slickly‐produced wartime periodical edited by E. N.
Clark. Only some half‐dozen libraries preserve this magazine today (all of them
located in New York State, according to OCLC). This issue has a nice history of
the Masonic home and hospital in Utica, with a large compass‐and‐square device
on the back wrapper. A section with regional news entitled ʺLife Along the
Mohawkʺ devotes more than a column on page 8 (11½ column inches) to a
friendly report on MORMONS in Utica, where two elders from Ilion, New York
conduct weekly services in private homes. About twenty‐five people attend, of
whom ten are members and fifteen are ʺinvestigatorsʺ (who, the editor explains,
have nothing to do with the FBI). And,
. . . you donʹt need to get worried and start bolstering monogamy.
The truth is that the Mormon Church itself outlawed polygamy in 1890, and if
people 50 years later still associate Mormonism and polygamy, it is hardly
Mormonismʹs fault.

The entire article is respectful, with a brief and chatty description of Mormon
history and beliefs. Topics range from songs they sing (their hymnal includes
ʺRock of Ages,ʺ we read, and ʺʹJesus, Saviour, Pilot Me,ʹ and other Protestant
favorites . . .ʺ) to allowed beverages: ʺGinger ale though is all right, as are
sarsaparilla, root beer, orange, cherry, strawberry and what flavors have you?ʺ
By returning to New York, ʺthe Mormons are really ʹcoming homeʹ . . .ʺ since the
ʺreligion was founded at Palmyra, N.Y., by Joseph Smith a farm youngster, who
being understandably perplexed by the large number of Protestant sects, prayed
to God for assistance. He got it in the form of the Book of Mormon, . . .ʺ There
are now 863,000 Mormons, who are ʺsupposed to be the fastest growing church
in America,ʺ but donʹt expect ʺa Mormon templeʺ to be built in Utica anytime
soon; ʺ. . . they told us that locally they are content to go slowly, taking people
who come along, but not going out after them.ʺ
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WALKER, Rodney W. ANCESTRY AND DESCENDANTS OF JOHN WALKER
(1794‐1869) of Vermont and Utah, descendant of Robert Walker, an emigrant of 1632
from England to Boston, Mass. . . . Descendants of John Walker compiled by Rodney W.
Walker[.] Ancestry of John Walker compiled by Noel C. Stevenson[.] Kaysville, Utah:
Published by the John Walker Family Organization; Printed by The Inland
Printing Co., 1953.
23 cm. 500 pp. (ʺName Index,ʺ pp. 469‐500). Black and white portraits from
photographs printed in the text. Printed on glossy paper. Collated COMPLETE.
Orig. blue gilt‐lettered cloth. Cloth dull and with moderate wear, but quite solid.
Scattered light stains in the text.
$100
Among the thousands of names are Lucy Walker (married Joseph Smith and
then Heber C. Kimball) with portraits, pp. 56‐57, and Jane Walker (married Lot
Smith), also with portraits, pp. 58‐59. While counting the pages, I was startled to
notice the listing and biography for a woman born in the 1800s whom I knew
when I was a boy. Perhaps you will do as well.
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WOODWARD, Charles Lowell.
BIBLIOTHICA—SCALLAWAGIANA.
CATALOGUE of a Matchless Collection of Books, Pamphlets, Autographs,
Pictures, &c. Relating to Mormon‐
ism and the Mormons. The 10
Yearsʹ Gatherings of Charles L.
Woodward, Who, enjoying superior
facilities for their acquisition, has never
let slip an opportunity–whether at
public, or private sale–of adding to
their number, To Be Sold at Vendue,
Monday, January 19, 1880, At half‐
past Three in the Afternoon, by
Messrs. Bangs & Co., Nos. 739‐41
Broadway, New York. Buyers who
cannot be present, may have their
orders to purchase carefully executed
by the Auctioneers. [cover title].
New York: Bangs & Co., [January
1], 1880.
23½ cm. 50 pp. Original printed
wrappers. A very good copy (for
this notoriously difficult title).
Inner hinges and lower portion of
backstrip strengthened with Japa‐
nese tissue using archival paste
(scarcely noticeable except along the inside back gutter area at the end, where the
repair is very evident). Slight loss of a little blank paper along the backstrip.
Two old stab holes (without too much loss of the actual blank paper involved) go
through the pamphlet near the gutter, where it was likely once pamphlet‐bound.
A light horizontal crease (not sharply marked) goes through the entire pamphlet,
where it was probably folded for mailing in 1880. All said, this remains by far
the best copy I have had of this item, and the only one with the wrappers in
decent condition.
$2,000
Flake 10,005; The Scallawagiana Hundred, 69; Streeter 4420. THE FIRST PUBLISHED
THE FIRST SEPARATELY‐PUBLISHED
AUCTION CATALOG OF MORMON BOOKS;
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MORMONISM. Scarce. Woodwardʹs printed promotion slip to
newspapers (not present here and not mentioned by Flake, but found in some
copies), called the attention of editors to ʺThe extraordinary character of this
Catalogue . . . Please read Note appended to Lot 17.ʺ (dated New York, January 1,
1880). That lot was the Book of Commandments, which Woodward character‐
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ized as ʺthe biggest thingʺ in the collection (p. [1]). His commentary in that entry
goes on for more than a page and a half of small type (pp. 4‐6), discussing the
lost 116 pages of the Book of Mormon manuscript, and concluding with this
intriguing take on the danger of meddling with texts‐once‐dictated . . .
One day, while this edition was
being printed at what is now
Independence,
Mo.,
the
anti‐
Mormon border ruffians pounced
upon ʺZion,ʺ as the Mormons called
their settlement, and in next to no
time their two‐story brick printing
office, with all that it contained—
building, press, type, sheets, paper
and all—were converted into a mass
of ruins, and the saints were running
away with nothing but their lives.
There can be no doubt that JOE and his lieutenants felt confident that not a copy
of the sheets had been preserved. When, in 1835, the book was first given to a
[p. 5 ends] wicked world, two years experience had enabled JOE to make
numerous amendments. In some cases he modified or curtailed his ʺrevelations,ʺ
in some cases they are considerably amplified; but in all cases the alterations are
made to meet the requirements of 1835. That JOE—even shameless, audacious,
brazen‐faced JOE—would not have risked making these alterations had he not
felt certain that every printed copy of the original version had been destroyed, is
proved to the satisfaction of people of ordinary intelligence by his conduct in
relation to the lost portion of the manuscript of ʺThe Book of Mormon;ʺ but what
renders the conclusion absolutely inevitable, is the fact that after the ʺrevelationsʺ
were actually published and known to be beyond recall, they were never again,
even in the slightest degree, subjected to super‐Almighty revision. [pp. 5‐6;
illustration ABOVE showing pages 4‐5]]

ʺWoodward,ʺ explain Keith Irwin
and Hugh McKell, ʺwas a well
known figure on ʹBooksellersʹ Row,ʹʺ
(Nassau Street, New York City), with
a small back‐room shop across the
street from none other than famed
Americana bibliographer Joseph
Sabin. If Woodward disdained Mor‐
mons and Mormonism, he nonethe‐
less befriended or conversed with
Stenhouse, William McLellin, and
ʺseveral other authors of the prof‐
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fered volumes.ʺ It is not clear where the collection ended up. And, since this
catalog ʺwas so poorly produced, few copies have survived and most of those are
located in archives and libraries.ʺ (Keith Irwin & Hugh McKell introduction to
the facsimile reprint [Spokane, Washington: The Arthur H. Clark Company,
1997], pp. [3‐4])
AT RIGHT:

Showing the blank back wrapper
of Bibliothica—Scallawagiana, 1880.
SAMPLE PRICES fetched (not shown here in the
catalog itself, but reported elsewhere): Read,
and weep . . .
Bennett, History of the Saints, 1842: 88¢
Book of Commandments, 1833: $32.00
Book of Mormon, 1830: $10.50
Burton, City of the Saints, 1862: 25¢
Doctrine and Covenants, 1835: $3.25
Elderʹs Journal, nos. 1‐2, 1837: $1.50
Howe, Mormonism Unveiled, 1834: $6.00
Hymnal, 1838 (Rogers): 80¢
Messenger and Advocate, Vols. 1‐2 + part of
Vol. 3, 1834– : 20¢
Pearl of Great Price, 1851: 50¢
Pratt, Voice of Warning, 1837: $1.50
Stenhouse (Mrs.), ʺTell it All,ʺ 1874: $3.10
Strang, original AUTOGRAPH LETTER SIGNED to John E. Page, 1846: 20¢
Times and Seasons, volumes 1‐4: $7.00
Van Deusen temple exposé pamphlet, 1847: 10¢
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[YOUNG, Brigham] ʺTHE PROPHETʹS BLOCK.ʺ Woodcut PLATE taken from some
copy and edition of Richard Francis Burtonʹs The City of the Saints, and Across the
Rocky Mountains to California (first published London, 1861).

10½ X 17 cm. (engraved area) + caption and margins. Measuring approximately
4¾ X 9 inches in all. Verso blank. MODERN HAND COLORING. Very good. Small
but attractive, and suitable for framing.
$125
Historian William P. MacKinnon has suggested to me that . . .
When Burton was in SLC during August‐September 1860 he acquired from C. R.
Savage a photo of the B.Y. complex/street. (Savage and Burton both arrived in
SLC on August 28, 1860, indicating to me that they were traveling on the same
westbound bi‐weekly stage and knew each other. Savage entered into a
photographic partnership with Augustus Cannon two days later on August 30,
so the image that Burton took with him when he left town about three weeks
later may have been taken by Cannon rather than Savage.) . . .
Burton arrived back in London around January 1, 1861 after leaving SLC
westbound in September and traveling via San Francisco and Panama. The
photo acquired from Savage was then used to engrave the SLC street scene used
later that year for bringing out ʺThe City of the Saints.ʺ
[MacKinnon to Grunder, October 23, 2011 (personal correspondence)]

Bill now adds the following sequel for readers of this Mormon List Seventy‐Five:
The story associated with this much‐traveled image grew even more interesting
after Burton published it in 1861. Twelve years later, when bringing out his book
ʺRocky Mountain Saints,ʺ Mormon newspaperman T.B.H. Stenhouse needed an
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image to illustrate his description of Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston and his Utah
Expeditionʹs famous march through the streets of Salt Lake City on June 26, 1858.
Since no such image existed, Stenhouse contrived one by altering Burtonʹs 1861
engraving to remove the trees bordering South Temple Street and the small
grouping of animals in the middle of it while adding an impressive formation of
U.S. troops (flags flying) marching behind Johnston. To reflect the new military
focus of this image, Stenhouse replaced Burtonʹs original caption (ʺThe Prophetʹs
Blockʺ) with a new one (ʺTriumphal Passage of United States Troops Through
Salt Lake Cityʺ). Ironically, five years later (1878), General Johnstonʹs son lifted
Stenhouseʹs doctored image and caption to illustrate his own biography of his
father. And so with this provenance the image that passed through the hands
of Messrs. Savage, Burton, Stenhouse, and William Preston Johnston became
the stock, albeit contrived, depiction of the march‐through ending the Utah
War of 1857‐1858. It is still used today by historians clueless as to how the
image was transformed from a somewhat pastoral street scene to a military
march that was never depicted until years after it took place.
[MacKinnon to Grunder, April 3, 2016 (personal correspondence; emphasis added)]

47

[YOUNG, Brigham ‐ death (caricature)] ʺTHIS SHOP TO LET.ʺ Albumen CABI‐
NET PHOTOGRAPH reproducing the familiar cartoon depicting a huge ʺBRIGHAM
YOUNGʹS BEDSTEADʺ devoid of its deceased master. No imprint. 1870s‐80s?
4¼ X 6½ inches (counting cardstock mount which is blank on verso). Nearly
fine; in very nice condition with slight bumping to corners. (The uneven
lighting seen below is as it appears on the original.)
$65

Eight wives sob on one side of the vacant space, and seven on the other. Babies
lined up along the floor are identified by numbers, beginning with a pair of
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twins labeled ʺ541.ʺ The original printed caption reproduced along the bottom of
the image reads, ʺAnd the place which knew him once, shall know him no more
for ever.ʺ

48

[ZIONʹS CAMP] Short but apprehensive article in ATKINSONʹS SATURDAY
EVENING POST[.] A Family Newspaper, Devoted to Literature, Morality[,] Science,
News, Agriculture and Amusement. (Philadelphia) for June 21, 1834 [XIII:673].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good. Interesting ads include goods just
received in Philadelphia from ʺthe Shaker Settlementʺ (p. 4, col. 7), ʺLehigh Coalʺ
(pronounced, ʺLEE‐high,ʺ p. 3, col. 6), and ʺA Ramage Printing Pressʺ offered for
sale by this newspaper (p. 4, col. 6; a Ramage press was thrown from the
window of the Evening and Morning Star office in Independence, 1833, and
another was used in Utah to print the early Deseret News).
$85
The article appears at the bottom of page [3], column 2, and reads in its entirety
as follows:
THE MORMONS.— Difficulties are again anticipated between the Mormons and
the citizens of Jackson county, Missouri. A letter from Independence, under date
of 21st May, says—ʺThe people here are in fearful expectation of a return of the
Mormons to their old homes. They have heard that a reinforcement is coming
from Ohio, and that as soon as the Sante Fe company of Traders leaves, the
Mormons will re‐cross the river from their temporary residence in Clay county;
in which event much blood will be shed. It is not to be wondered at, that they
have chosen this as the ʹpromised land,ʹ for it is decidedly the richest in the state.ʺ
A merchant of Independence has, we understand, given orders for a piece of
artillery to be sent to him immediately, to be used in defence of his property.
The Mormonites are now on their way from Ohio.

49

[ZIONʹS CAMP] Brief front‐page report of an unexplained occurrence, in
THE ALBANY JOURNAL (newspaper) for Tuesday, July 1, 1834 [IV; whole
no. 445].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Moderate dampstaining and wear to edges and
elsewhere, not affecting the Mormon article. Recipient designation written in
margin of first page: ʺDr D Whiteʺ
$60
The article, page 1, column 7, reads in its entirety as follows:
The Mormons.— The Springfield, Ill., Journal announces the passage through
that place of a company of Mormons, 250 or 300 strong—composed of able
bodied men, with the single exception of one woman and a few children. They
appeared to be generally armed. They did not state their destination, although
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frequent enquiries were made upon the subject. One of the leaders claimed to
have performed more miracles than are mentioned in the Old and New
Testament.

premature death of Joseph Smith
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[ZIONʹS CAMP] Short & shocking report on the front page of THE ALBANY
JOURNAL (newspaper) for Tuesday, July 22, 1834 [IV; whole no. 451].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Some light‐to‐moderate dampstaining, but overall
quite presentable. Recipient designation written in margin of first page: ʺDr D
Whiteʺ
$90
On page one, sixth column, reading in full as follows . . .
A Mormon Battle.—A letter has been received at Chardon, Ohio, direct from
Missouri, which states that a body of well armed Mormons, led on by their great
prophet, Joe Smith, letely [sic] attempted to cross the river into Jackson county.
A party of the citizens of Jackson county opposed their crossing, a battle ensued,
in which Joe Smith was wounded in the leg, and the Mormons obliged to retreat;
that Joe Smithʹs limb was amputated, but he died three days after the operation.

ʺWhat little news reached Emma in Kirtland was erroneous,ʺ wrote Newell &
Avery in 1984,
and slow arriving. On July 12 the Chardon Spectator announced that ʺ. . . Joe
Smithʹs limb was amputated, but he died three days after the operation.ʺ Until
word filtered back, or until Joseph arrived in Kirtland two weeks later, Emma
may have believed him dead. [Linda King Newell and Valeen Tippetts Avery,
Mormon Enigma: Emma Hale Smith . . . (Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co.,
1984), 52]
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