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ALTER, J. Cecil. EARLY UTAH JOURNALISM. A half century of forensic warfare,
waged by the Westʹs Most Militant Press. . . . Eighty‐one Illustrations. Salt Lake City:
Utah State Historical Society, 1938.
23 cm. [2]ff.; [7]‐405 pp. (as issued), printed on semi‐glossy paper. Original dark
blue morocco‐grained cloth with gilt title on spine and front board. A very good,
tight and clean copy.
$40
First edition (not the 1970 Greenwood Press reprint). An essential, standard tool
for analyzing obscure early Utah newspapers, with a wealth of information not
easily available in one place elsewhere. Very well indexed. Highly useful for
general and regional Utah history because of its extensive quotes from stories
covered in the press.
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ANDERSON, Mary Audentia Smith. ANCESTRY AND POSTERITY OF
JOSEPH SMITH AND EMMA HALE. With Little Sketches of Their Immigrant
Ancestors All of Whom Came to America between the Years 1620 and 1685, and Settled
in the States of Massachusetts and Connecticut. Compiled and Written by Mary
Audentia Smith Anderson. Independence, Missouri, 1929 [ʺCopyright 1929 by
Herald Publishing House, Independence, Mo. Limited Editionʺ].
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23 cm. 720 pages (Index, pp. [673]‐720) + 2 folding genealogical charts showing
ancestors of Joseph and Emma. Printed on nicely sized (i.e., semi‐glossy) paper.
Collated (including all plates, which are part of the general page numbering)
complete except for ONE LEAF WHICH IS LACKING, comprising pages 189‐90 (a
divider leaf giving the DeWolfe family name and line‐drawing coat of arms,
supplied here in simple photocopy facsimile). Original maroon gilt‐decorated
cloth. A solid copy, with medium rubbing or scratches to the binding. A
number of penciled check marks appear in margins of certain portions of the
book.
Very good, lacking one minor divider leaf: $385
By the mid‐1990s, somewhat worn copies of this book were selling for $500 ‐
when they could be found. Written by Joseph Smithʹs granddaughter, this classic
source includes many details which would not likely be available elsewhere.
There are numerous black and white illustrations, many taken from Smith family
photographs and paintings (IMAGE ABOVE from page 562).
The extensive index leads the reader to each relative of the Smith family, before
or after Joseph and Emmaʹs generation. Thus, if a collector finds a book signed
by a Smith (or Hale, or Gates or Bagley or Gunderson ‐ on and on), and wishes to
research the ownerʹs relationship to Joseph and Emma, this is where one turns. If
a Sunday School teacher or a historical researcher reads about a cousin or aunt of
Emma Hale and wants to tie down specific details with related anecdotes and
background ‐ this is the book to use.
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BECK, Joseph. . . . RAMBLING RHYMES ON WESTERN TRAVEL. 1874.
[at head: ʺ{For Private Circulation only.}ʺ] [London: Printed by Taylor and
Francis, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street], n.d.
18.7 cm. [2]ff.; 61 pp. Original plain wrappers. Wrappers wearing and nearly
separated from the text block which remains in very good, tight condition.
INSCRIBED on front wrapper, presumably by the author: ʺGeorge Woolman from
B –ʺ A correction word is carefully added in manuscript to a line on page 16,
likely by the writer or the printers.
$2,500
NOT IN FLAKE, and very rare. OCLC locates only two copies in America
(Harvard; New York Historical Society) plus the copy at the British Library. A
ʺtypescript copyʺ of selected pages is apparently held by BYU Library. Joseph
BECK (1828‐91) was a partner in the famed London optical company of that name
which manufactured both scientific and military instruments of many types,
including a plate camera used by Lawrence of Arabia.
These ʺDisjointed Records of Western Travel. 1874.ʺ comprise a thin book of
ditties and doggerel dedicated to Beckʹs ʺ. . . Eldest Daughter Emma Josephineʺ
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(front of second preliminary leaf). They include EXTENSIVE, POINTEDLY CRITICAL
MORMON AND UTAH CONTENT, all in verse, on pages 11‐13 and 43‐55. This was a
year when the Mormons tried to restore the UNITED ORDER, and one of Beckʹs
pieces is entitled, ʺʹTHE HOLY ORDER OF ENOCH.ʹ Written at Salt‐Lake City. A
Ballad.ʺ (pp. 45‐50; followed by ʺThe Salt‐Lake Victim,ʺ etc.). Here is a small
extract . . .
. . . But some appear to think that they
Know more than Enoch did of old,
That Brigham has for many a day
A hankering had to get their gold.
Still heʹs considered such a seer,
And held in reverence so extreme,
That many think, its pretty clear
Heʹll carry out his wonderous dream.
He hopes no doubt to try and stay
The rapid strides of Gentile trade;
If Mormons will his call obey,
Heʹll drive those out all bankrupt made.
And if they donʹt obey and live,
But make religion just a sham
For them and theirs he wouldʹnt give,
ʺNo, not a continental d—n.ʺ [pp. 46‐47

Other sections treat the mountains of the West, the deserts, the gold fields and
even the ʺHeathen Chineeʺ (pp. 23ff.) CALIFORNIA content includes a section ʺOn
the Yo‐Semite Valley,ʺ pp. 34‐35 (ʺThe cliffs appear to be so vast, that man looks
very small,ʺ p. 35).
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BRODIE, Fawn M[cKay]. NO MAN KNOWS MY HISTORY. The Life of Joseph
Smith, the Mormon Prophet. By Fawn M. Brodie. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
[Second Printing,] 1946.
21½ cm. [1 (ad)]f.; ix pp.; [4]ff.; 476, xix (index), [i (Printerʹs Note)] pp., plus the
12 leaves of plates on glossy paper, and the folding map. Collated COMPLETE.
Original cloth, quite faded (no dust jacket). A solid reading/reference copy,
internally clean. Small owner sticker on front paste‐down.
$25
First published two months earlier, in November 1945 (Scallawagiana Hundred,
94). I sometimes wonder how different my life might have been if I had asked to
see this somewhat forbidden title which was kept behind the desk at Boise State
College Library in 1966. It is one of those books that tell us as much about the
readers who react to it (in such varied, passionate ways) as about its actual
4

content or the author herself. A niece of David O. McKay, she was excommuni‐
cated for writing this book. Her story is told by Newell G. Bringhurst, Fawn
McKay Brodie: A Biographerʹs Life (Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1999]).
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BROOKS, Juanita. THE MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MASSACRE.
Brooks. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, [c. 1950].

By Juanita

23 cm. vii, [i], 243 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Orig. yellow cloth lettered in green.
Nearly fine in medium‐worn dust wrapper.
$100
First Edition of an important and courageous work. Scallawagiana Hundred, 96.
The author was not excommunicated for writing this book, though she feared
she might be. Her story is told by Levi S. Peterson, Juanita Brooks: Mormon
Woman Historian (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1988; Utah Centennial
Series Vol. 5).

I was praying to the Lord that I should not fall into the hands of my Enimies
6

(BROOKS, Juanita – co‐editor) John D[oyle]. LEE. A MORMON CHRONICLE:
THE DIARIES OF JOHN D. LEE, 1848‐1876. Edited and Annotated by Robert Class
Cleland and Juanita Brooks. San Marino, California: The Huntington Library 1955.
TWO VOLUMES. 23½ cm. xxvi, 344 pp. + the two plates; v, 480 pp. + the two
plates (one colored). Collated COMPLETE. Orig. tan cloth, titles printed in black
and red; red map endpapers. In fine condition, with both dust jackets in very
good condition.
$300
Scallawagiana Hundred, 98. The pages describing the Mountain Meadows
Massacre were pillaged from Leeʹs diaries early‐on, and reportedly burned; see
Will Bagley, Blood of the Prophets: Brigham Young and the Massacre at Mountain
Meadows (Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 2002), pp. 311‐12, noting on p. 436
that Leeʹs journals were eventually sold to the Huntington Library, and that,
ʺAlong with [other] journals Juanita Brooks collected from the family, they were
edited by Brooks and Robert Glass Cleland and published in 1955 . . .ʺ (n.27).
The following entry of August 6, 1858 (eleven months following the massacre)
appears in Volume I of this important publication . . .
I will here Record a vision that I had a short time ago. I was praying to the Lord
that I should not fall into the hands of my Enimies (as I had understood that the
5

U.S.

officialls had my Name & were determine to take me). As I was thus
Praying I was caught up in the air some 20 feet high. As I was asscending 2 Dogs
tryed to ketch me by the feet but faild. I was carried to the frount of Pres. B.
Youngʹs Mansion & there remaind until my Enimies ware all gone. Then I came
to the Earth again. Soon a 2nd attempt was made but without success. I was
again caught up to the Top of Pres. B. Youngʹs mansion where I was out of the
reach of my Enimies. Some of my wives were much troubled about me & feard
that I would suffer for food, not knowing that I was sustained from the rich
Banquett of the Mansion of Pres. Table. When my Enimies were gone I again
returned to the Earth, telling my Family all that I had seen in the vis{i}on. After
this a group of People presentd themselves before me & insisted to have me waft
myself in the Air, having heard that I had Power to do soo. In opposition to the
Spirit, I reluctantly assented to gratify their wishes. The moment that I
consented, the advasary had Power over me & when I was only 3 feet from the
Earth, he Smote me on the right arm and numbed it, throwing me of{f} my
balance. I caught on my hands. 3 men of the P[riest]. Hood seeing my situation
ran to my assistance & helped me up right again & restored my arm & thus the
vision came to a close, leveing me to marvel at what I had seen. [I:180]
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BROOKS, Juanita. JOHN DOYLE LEE: Zealot ‐ Pioneer Builder ‐ Scapegoat. By
Juanita Brooks, Author of The Mountain Meadows Massacre, co‐editor, A Mormon
Chronicle. Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Company; Western
Frontiersmen Series, IX, 1962 [c. 1961].
24 cm. 404 pp. Collated COMPLETE. The fascinating full‐page sepia‐tone
illustrations are included in the pagination. Original red cloth. A fine copy,
essentially as new, and unopened throughout. The dust jacket is very good, with
some soiling. Original prospectus laid in.
$150
Trade edition (preceded by 209 copies in blue cloth, given to Lee relatives and
friends of the author in 1961). Page 213 reproduces the handwriting of ʺAN
EXCERPT FROM THE PATRIARCHAL BLESSING GIVEN TO WILLIAM H. DAME BY ELISHA
H. GROVES, FEBRUARY 20, 1854,ʺ which reads as follows:
. . . thou shalt be called to act at the head of a portion of thy brethren and of the
Lamanites in the redemption of Zion and the avenging of the blood of the
prophets upon them that dwell on the earth the angel of vengeance shall be
with thee shall nerve and strengthen thee. Like unto Moroni no power shall be
able to stand before thee till thou hast accomplished thy work . . .
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[BOYNTON, JOHN FARNHAM (1811‐90; ordained an apostle in 1835 by Oliver
Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin Harris)] . . . Dr. BOYNTON Will Give an
AFTERNOON
ENTERTAINMENT
of
PHILOSOPHICAL EXPERIMENTS,
At the Athenæum, On Saturday
Afternoon Next, at 2 OʹClock, For
Ladies, Gentlemen, and Juveniles who
may be desirous to attend. [caption title;
at head: ʺBALLOON ASCENSION /
ATHENÆUM, Saturday, Next. /
AFTERNOON Entertainment !ʺ] No
place, no date (but ca. late 1850s).
BROADSIDE, approximately 31 X 14
cm. or roughly 12⅜ X 5⅜ inches
(printed area including border
measures exactly 28.9 X 10.6 cm.)
Printed on bright yellow paper (verso
blank). Once folded horizontally in
fourths and somewhat weak at folds
but not separated; small piece of
upper blank corner gone without loss
Despite these
of text or border.
moderate faults, this is a very nice
and attractive survival, eminently
suitable for display.
$3,000
NOT ON OCLC: APPARARENTLY UNRECORDED, and probably unique. The
Library of Congress holds the only related item I can find, promoting a similar
lecture with balloon ascension to be given on Christmas day 1858 in Philadelphia
(different text and size; OCLC Accession No. 890463397). The only other
Boynton broadside I have seen was purchased instantly more than a quarter of a
century ago by Brigham Young University Library from my Mormon List 34
(November 1989, item 3; entirely different text, on plain white paper, closely
trimmed and creased: $450, with subsequent inquiries from Princeton University
and a noted private collector).

I

1890, Syracuse, New York lost one its most creative and prominent citizens,
Dr. John F. Boynton. Until the moment of his death, he busied himself with
various researches in chemistry, geology, and a host of other subjects, including
genealogy. I have visited his grave several times, and admired the large
monument on which his lineage is carved, extending back into the Middle Ages.
N
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What virtually no one knew when he died here a century ago as a happy,
successful, contributing member of society, was that, in his callow years, John
Farnham Boynton was one of the first twelve apostles in the Mormon Church.
In l835 at age 23 he was ordained to that office by the Three Witnesses. By 1837
he was excommunicated. No bitter, black‐hearted reprobate was he, however!
His eyes did not fall into his porridge (in the manner of Fate of the Persecutors of
the Prophet Joseph Smith), nor did he display a chip on his shoulder. Years after
leaving the Church, when his geological assignments took him out West,
Boynton called on Brigham Young, and the two men enjoyed an amiable visit.
Boynton claimed to be the first man married in a balloon (over Central Park in
the 1860s), then cheated on that wife and married another. He invented the
Babcock fire extinguisher. He wore his hair long, and advertised frequently that
he offered lectures in geology; the reviews in local papers were complimentary.
One wonders if perhaps he was just a bit of a huckster, a sort of P.T. Barnum of
science. ʺIt seems,ʺ write William Shepard and Michael Marquardt,
his favorite lecture topic was the relationship of geology to the biblical account of
the Creation. The New York Times announced in 1853 that he would be lecturing
on geology and creation at Metropolitan Hall and that he had ʺacquired a high
reputation as a popular lecturer on scientific subjects, and has been successful in
attracting and satisfying very large audiences wherever he has lectured.ʺ . . .
. . . He spent six years juggling child‐rearing, traveling, lecturing, and earning
a living. [Lost Apostles: Forgotten Members of Mormonismʹs Original Quorum of
Twelve. (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 2014), 270]

Parents are assured in the final paragraph of the broadside now at hand that
Boynton has given ʺThese Entertainmentsʺ safely in the presence of more than
250,000 American children. Praise has followed ʺfrom the Clergy, Professors,
and Teachers in every department of Learning.ʺ
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[CARICATURE] PUCK (illustrated newspaper, New York) for November 7, 1883
[XIV; (Whole) No. 348].
34 X 26 cm. Paged [145]‐[160] (full
issue of 16 pages, four in color). Very
good; disbound, with minor short
edge tears without loss to margins.
I havenʹt seen this one before.
$250
With a front‐page POLITICAL CARTOON
printed in color, set in the office of
the ʺWashington Dental Association.
S.S. Coxʹs Laughing Gas, Mild &
Harmless.ʺ
The sleeves of the
dentistʹs left and right arms are
labeled ʺSenateʺ and ʺHouse of
Representatives,ʺ respectively, and
the jaws of his tooth‐pulling tool
embody ʺHeroic Measures.ʺ
Uncle Samʹs offending over‐grown
tooth is labeled ʺMORMONISM!,ʺ and the caption at the bottom of the pages reads
as follows:
ROTTEN TO THE CORE.
UNCLE SAM:—ʺI suppose Iʹve got to have
the derned thing out—only, pull it easy!ʺ

ʺTHE SULTAN INTERVIEWED,ʺ on
page 147, shows a Turkish man who
contemplates relocating with all his
wives to America. ʺWell, itʹs against
the law with us;ʺ replies the reporter,
ʺbut I can give you a card to a
gentleman who will probably make
you feel at home . . .
ELDER TAYLOR,
Salt Lake City,
UTAH, U. S.
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the first picture of the Hill Cumorah, drawn on the spot
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[Cumorah, Hill] BARBER, John W[arner]., and Henry HOWE. HISTORICAL
COLLECTIONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK; Containing a General Collection
of the Most Interesting Facts, Traditions, Biographical Sketches, Anecdotes, &c. Relating
to its HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES, with Geographical Descriptions of Every Township
in the State. Illustrated by 230 Engravings. . . . New York: Published for the
Authors, By S. Tuttle, 1842.
22¼ cm. (binding, 23 cm.). 608 pages + engraved frontispiece, 12 woodcut and
engraved plates, and the ENGRAVED FOLDING MAP OF NEW YORK STATE (28 X 33½
cm. + border & margins; original hand‐colored outline of the state and border in
yellow); one plate (Oswego, NY) is incorporated in the pagination, pp. [433‐34].
Collated COMPLETE. Numerous woodcut illustrations throughout. Original calf,
black gilt‐lettered leather label on spine. Very good but with foxing and medium
staining throughout, a sprung signature, and general expected flaws (including
the usual clean tear to the map where attached; could be repaired fairly neatly).
The binding is strong and untorn at all points.
$125
SECOND EDITION, first published the preceding year (same plates and pagination).
Flake 299 note; Howes B122 note. For two years, the authors traveled
throughout New York State gathering material for this book, traversing
thousands of miles (hundreds on foot). The illustrations which make this
historical record so distinctive were prepared from original ʺdrawings taken on

the spot by the compilers of the work . . . our principal object was to give faithful
representations, rather than picturesque views, or beautiful specimens of art.ʺ
(p.4). I have seen some of the original drawings in a personal collection. They
are small but finely detailed, and in many instances offer the first accurate views
10

of the numerous communities of the Empire State. TIME

AND TIME AGAIN, ONE

CAN TURN TO THIS WORK TO ILLUSTRATE ARTICLES ON EARLY

MORMON

ORIGINS,

BACKGROUND, AND MISSIONARY WORK.

The earliest illustration ever done of the Hill Cumorah (shown ABOVE) ‐ so far as
I have been able to determine over the years ‐ appears on page 582. On page 580
is the well‐known ʺEastern View in Main‐street, Palmyra,ʺ probably one of the
first pictures ever done of that village. The lengthy article on the MORMONS fills
nearly two pages with tiny type (pp. 580‐82). SHAKERS, pp. 55, 120; Jemima
WILKINSON and her followers, pp. 605‐7.
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ʺCumorah Hill, where the Prophet
received the Golden Plates or
records of Book of Mormon, near
Palmyra, N.Y. Copyright 1904 by
Underwood & Underwood.ʺ . . .
New York, London, Toronto‐
Canada, Ottawa‐Kansas.
Stereoview card, 9 X 18 cm. Verso blank. Minor flaws but very good; discreet
caption handwritten in lower blank area in a Scandinavian language. Showing
the denuded hill with fence lines similar to the 1840s configuration seen in the
earliest engraving of the hill. DETAIL shown below.
$125
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ʺRegions that no other people could reduce to a state of fertility and beauty,
they make a very garden of delight and the home of plenty.ʺ
12

DAILY ARIZONA MINER (newspaper, Prescott, Arizona) for Thursday eve‐
ning, October 30, 1879 [Vol. VI; (Whole) No. 611].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good. Once folded in eighths; moderate
toning and just a little edge chipping, but not brittle.
$300
VERY RARE; QUITE POSSIBLY THE ONLY COPY IN EXISTENCE: A careful check of
OCLC and other online library catalogs shows no other original paper example
of this issue surviving in institutions.
ʺMORMONISM IN ARIZONA,ʺ a substantial EDITORIAL ORIGINAL TO THIS
NEWSPAPER, appears at the head of the editorial page [2], column 1, and fills 11½
column inches. The editorʹs name is Charles W. BEACH. He starts out most
temperately, with high compliments for the Saints:
We wish our Mormon citizens in Arizona well in everything that relates to their
prosperity and success in building up comfortable homes. We would even
encourage them in their immigration to our Territory, because, as a rule, they are
peaceable, industrious citizens, who improve the face of every country in which
they settle. They can come nearer making farms on barren rocks and in desert
sands, than any other people. . . .

He offers a version of the well‐known Jim Bridger story . . .
When the Mormon leaders were going down into Salt Lake Valley some thirty
years ago, they were told by old Captain Bridger, that he would pay them a
hundred and fifty dollars for every ear of corn they would produce in the valley.
But there stands the beautiful city and wide expanse of farms on the margin of
Salt Lake, and on the banks of the Jordan River as the result of their marvelous
industry and energetic determination.
All this is commendable and
praiseworthy . . .

So what is the problem? Of course we know what it is, and suddenly this
editorial turns to expressions of limits to rights of conscience, to fanaticism, and
the duty of government to interfere. ʺPolygamy,ʺ we read, . . . is a vile relic of
barbarism, and was invented by the Mormon leaders as a defense for
licentiousness. It is opposed to the spirit of an enlightened age, and it must be
yielded.ʺ And the final paragraph is quite a departure from the sweeter opening
lines of this exceptionally bifurcated piece:
Let these people alone in their religious privileges. Let them worship the sun,
an image, or a fatted calf if they wish. But they have no more right to claim
exemption from civil interference if they had incorporated human sacrifices on a
altar as a part of their religious system, then they now have with that other form of
human sacrifice—a plurality of wives.
12

Why have you barked with the dogs . . . ?
( –Brigham Youngʹs subsequent jab at the dying author)

ʺ. . . a speech . . . that has been interpreted as one of the great acts of villainy in
the long history of Mormon persecution.ʺ – William P. MacKinnon
13

DOUGLAS, Stephen A[rnold]. KANSAS, UTAH, AND THE DRED SCOTT
DECISION. REMARKS OF HON. STEPHEN A. DOUGLASS [sic]. Delivered
in the State House at Springfield, Illinois, on 12th of June, 1857. (caption title).
No imprint (but Springfield, Illinois, 1857?).
24 cm. 8 pp. Never bound, but simply
opened, leaving one bifolium lying within
the outer one. Fore‐ and top edges rather
soiled or worn, but complete.
$500
Flake 2983b. The RARE, PRESUMED FIRST
EDITION to which Byrd (Illinois Imprints,
2633) and Flake give precedence. It is
distinguished from the stated Springfield
edition of the same year (which is Byrd
2634 and Flake 2984) by 1) its lack of
publisher imprint, 2) its misspelling of
Douglasʹ last name in the title, 3) the
separation of elements at the beginning of
the title with commas instead of dashes,
and 4) the eight‐page pagination. There
are no doubt other differences as well.
Looking at several bibliographic sources including OCLC, I believe I find seven
copies of this version held by institutions. The LDS Church and BYU keep their
copies in the vaults ‐ and for good reason: This is a famous, important attack by
a former friend of the Mormons, and its rebuttal shortly afterward from
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, who was in the audience, would lead to the Lincoln‐
Douglas debates.
THIS PAMPHLET, issued on the eve of the Utah War, is a little rough at the edges ‐
and it may look like a boring government document ‐ but it reads in places like a
lurid penny thriller, and it did not fail to engage. Here is a taste of what lies
inside . . .
. . . the inhabitants, whether native or alien born known as Mormons . . . are
bound by horrid oaths and terrible penalties to recognize and maintain the
authority of Brigham Young and the government of which he is the head, as
paramount to that of the United States, in civil as well as religious affairs; . . .
13

they will, in due time, and under the direction of their leaders, use all means in
their power to subvert the government of the United States, and resist its
authority.
. . . the Mormon government, with Brigham Young at its head, is now forming
alliances with the Indian Tribes of Utah and adjoining territories—stimulating
the Indians to acts of hostility—and organizing bands of his own followers under
the name of ʺDanites or Destroying Angels,ʺ to prosecute a system of robbery
and murder upon American citizens, who support the authority of the United
States, and denounce the infamous and disgusting practices and institutions of
the Mormon government.
. . . . . [p. 6 ends]
When the authentic evidence shall arrive, if it shall establish the facts which are
believed to exist, it will become the duty of congress to apply the knife and cut
out this loathsome, disgusting ulcer. {Applause.} [pp. 6‐7]

A

GENERAL SCOTT BEGAN ORGANIZING
historian William P. MacKinnon,

S

THE

UTAH EXPEDITION,ʺ explains

and as Kane grappled with personal problems, Sen. Stephen A. Douglas
considered his political future—a run for the Senate in 1858 and beyond that the
possibility of the White House. In May he returned to Illinois and resolved to
turn from a cautious friend of the Mormons to a severe, high‐profile critic. The
vehicle for this reversal was a 12 June 1857 speech in Springfield that has been
interpreted as one of the great acts of villainy in the long history of Mormon
persecution. . . . his speech was a landmark. It catapulted him into a position in
the Mormon bestiary virtually unrivaled to this day . . . The depth of Brigham
Youngʹs reaction was such that, even as Douglas lay dying four years later,
Young pelted him with a letter asking, ʺWhy have you barked with the dogs,
except to prove that you were a dog with them?ʺ
Douglasʹs Springfield speech is worth noting for at least two reasons. First,
his comments reflected the extent to which national concern with ʺthe Mormon
problemʺ had escalated from a secondary to a burning issue during the opening
months of the Buchanan administration. Second, Douglasʹs remarks galvanized
into action one member of the audience who aspired to win his Senate seat in the
election of 1858—Springfield attorney Abraham Lincoln. Two weeks later
Lincoln stimulated an invitation to rebut Douglas and did so with carefully
crafted comments in the same chamber. Although not yet recognized as such,
these two Utah‐related talks were precursor to the nine Lincoln‐Douglas debates
that began in Illinois twelve months later.
[At Swordʹs Point, Part I. A Documentary History of the Utah War to 1858.
(Norman, Oklahoma: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 2008; Kingdom in the
West: The Mormons and the American Frontier, Will Bagley, series editor,
Volume 10), pp. 136‐37 (emphasis added)]
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FOWLER, Carl H[itchcock].
LIFE AND WORK OF REVEREND LUKE
HITCHCOCK, D.D. ʺThe Belovedʺ By His Grandson Carl H. Fowler. New York:
Published by Eaton & Mains, n.d. (but ca. 1906?).
20½ cm. 85 pp. + the five plates (counting frontispiece), all on glossy paper and
with tissue guards. Orig. dark green cloth gilt‐lettered on front board; top edge
gilt. A very good, tight copy.
$300
NOT IN FLAKE. Probably issued privately, and scarce today, with OCLC locating
only eight copies (none west of Illinois). Only edition. Undated, but with the
latest death date in the table of descendants being in January 1906. Rev.
HITCHCOCK (1813‐98) was born in Lebanon, Madison County, New York and
began preaching in the Methodist Oneida Conference in 1834. For reasons of
health, he emigrated to Lee Center, Illinois in 1839. This uncommon book is rich
in local and Methodist history for both areas, therefore, and it includes a short
but memorable recollection of Joseph Smith near Amboy, Illinois . . .
Dr. Ephraim Ingals, a life‐long friend of Dr. Hitchcock, wrote:
ʺThe first time I remember to have seen Reverend Luke Hitchcock was, I
think, in 1839, when I heard him preach in the ʹWidow Barnesʹ schoolhouse, a
log structure about twelve feet square, standing in the Doan Settlement,
Palestine Grove, Illinois. It was used not only as a schoolhouse but as a place
of worship for all denominations who desired to occupy it. On one occasion
when the Reverend Charles Gardner preached there Joseph Smith, the
Mormon prophet, was one of the audience. Moved by curiosity Mr.
Gardner invited him to close the service with prayer, which he did. After the
meeting was dismissed Mr. Smith said in an apologetic manner: ʹI never was
gifted in prayer anyway.ʹ Mr. Hitchcock was then an accomplished, trim,
lithe, carefully dressed young man, appearing in marked contrast with those
who had lived longer in the new country.ʺ [p. 52 (emphasis added)]

Ingals gave this same account in similar words elsewhere, as quoted in
Recollections of the Pioneers of Lee County (Chicago: Lewis Pub. Co., 1893), p. 392;
SEE:
www.olivercowdery.com/smithhome/1880s‐1890s/1893‐Lee.htm#pg392b
However, the wording and context in the volume now offered here suggests that
this is a separate telling, perhaps sent directly to the author, Mr. Fowler ‐ and in
any case, a clear reiteration of the anecdote.
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FREECE, Hans P[eter]. THE LETTERS OF AN APOSTATE MORMON TO HIS
SON. By Hans P. Freece. Illustrated by Verona P. Turini. [New York: Arranged and
Printed by The Wolfer Press, Copyright, 1908, by Hans P. Freece].
20 cm. [2 (title, index)]ff.; 7‐73 pp. + frontispiece portrait of the author. Three
simple line‐drawing illustrations in the text are included in the pagination. Orig.
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yellow cloth titled in black on the front board. Very good and solid, but binding
soiled. SIGNED on the front free endpaper BY THE AUTHOR and BY HIS WIFE
Blanche K. STEWART‐FREECE (author of Flake item 3435). There is some abrasion
to the signatures, with a little loss.
$40
Apparently the FIRST EDITION; compare to Flake 3438 which gives the pagination
as ʺ2p.l., 73p.ʺ and says 21 cm. Everything else matches, and Flake describes six
subsequent editions, all 1908, as being so‐indicated in their text on early pages
which are not numbered like the present copy.
Probably a pastiche of material from various critical sources. Freece was not the
purported author of these letters, since they include first‐hand descriptions of
events preceding his birth. Yet they must not have come from his own father,
since his family back in Utah renounced his anti‐Mormon writings, according to
the Millennial Star for January 19, 1911, pp. 41‐46, providing energetic damage
control for Freeceʹs lectures in the East, accusing him of peddling his stories to
cover his law school tuition –and of course attacking his character in extenso, in
the spirit perpetuated to the present day within certain apologetic circles.
Ancestry dot com shows a Hans Peter Freece born in Utah in 1878, md. Blanche
K. Stewart, died 1959 in Los Angeles. His parents are given as Peter Freece and
Margaret Sorenson. The text of this book is not without interesting points,
whatever their origin, and Freece himself seems to be an avid Presbyterian.

ʺHe had hardly ever been known to laugh in his childhood; and would
never work or labor like other boys; and was noted as never
having had a fight or quarrel with any other person.ʺ
—boyhood friendʹs reminiscence of Joseph Smith, p. 39
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GREGG, Thomas. THE PROPHET OF PALMYRA[.] Mormonism Reviewed and
Examined in the Life, Character, and Career of its Founder, from ʺCumorah Hillʺ to
Carthage Jail and the Desert. Together with a Complete HISTORY OF THE MORMON
ERA in Illinois, and an Exhaustive Investigation of the ʺSpalding Manuscriptʺ Theory of
the Origin of the Book of Mormon. By Thomas Gregg. New York: John B. Alden,
Publisher, 1890.
18½ cm. [2 (frontis. & title)]ff.; [v]‐xiv pp.; [1 (list of illustrations)]f.; 552 pp. +
the ten plates (besides the frontispiece) as called for (final plate, the Facsimile 2 of
the Book of Abraham, with unnumbered preceding leaf printed with facing
ʺEXPLANATION OF THE CUT ON OPPOSITE PAGE.ʺ). Collated COMPLETE.
Original dark green cloth decorated in black; gilt‐lettered spine. Inoffensive
original ownerʹs inscription in soft pencil on front free endpaper, ʺJas. B. Dodge,
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May 19 / 1890.ʺ A nearly‐fine copy, and the pages almost pristine. The spine
shows no fading, and the gilt lettering is bright. Portion of front board fore‐edge
a bit scrunched but not too badly. Not perfect, but darn nice (technical term) and
the best I have handled ‐ certainly better than my own copy. The last copy I had
for sale was in 1998 (Mormon List 62, item 17, $250), in lesser condition and
quickly ordered twice over by two experienced Mormon collectors.
$450
Only edition. Flake 3719; Howes G404; Graff 1666. Cited in Joseph Smithʹs
History of the Church I:75 (modern footnote providing background on the printing
of the Book of Mormon), B. H. Robertsʹ Comprehensive History of the Church,
Donna Hill, Joseph Smith, the First Mormon, and other works. The author (1808‐
92) bought the Warsaw Signal from Thomas C. Sharp in 1847 and wrote the major
history of Hancock County, published in 1880. Plate BELOW faces page 284.

This is a scarce and precious compilation of early Mormon source material,
despite the writerʹs acceptance of the Spaulding theory. Of particular intrigue is
a very lengthy, somewhat astonishing account by Stephen C. Harding, one‐time
Governor of Utah Territory, describing his early visit to the Smith Home in 1829,
and the Grandin printing shop.
A late interview with David Whitmer by the Kansas City Journal is described and
excerpted on pp. 25‐33. Whitmer describes his vision of the plates and the angel.
Of the printerʹs manuscript pages of the Book of Mormon, he states:
J. F. Smith and Orson Pratt, of Salt Lake City, were here three years ago, and
offered me a fabulous price for them, but I would not part with them for all the
money in the universe. . . . the Lord will take care of his own. When this house
17

was destroyed by the cyclone three years ago to‐day (June 1, 1878), nothing in
the room where this manuscript was kept was harmed. Everything else was
completely destroyed. [p.31]

. . . President Benson outlines a plan to
reinvigorate the common principles that underlie the Constitution.
17

HATCH, Orrin G. Typescript‐format LETTER ʺsignedʺ to ʺThe Honorable Frank
Horton, U.S. House of Representativesʺ (ʺDear Frank:ʺ). Washington, D.C.,
September 25, 1986.
11 X 8½ inches, verso blank. On Hatchʹs official United States Senate letterhead.
Signed or auto‐penned, ʺOrrinʺ in bold blue felt‐tip‐appearing ink. With
Hortonʹs incoming ʺRECEIVEDʺ blue stamp in a blank area, dated October 1,
1986. Once folded in half horizontally (no doubt for insertion in the pamphlet it
describes). Condition fine.
$40
Hatch describes ʺthe Bicentennial of the approval of the Constitution at the
Philadelphia Conventionʺ as ʺa national celebration more significant than the
1976 commemoration . . . ,ʺ and uses this occasion to promote Ezra Taft Bensonʹs
political views in ʺan inspiring booklet, The Constitution, A Heavenly Bannerʺ in
which ʺPresident Benson clearly enunciates five of the basic principles of the
Constitution which have secured the rights for which our forefathers waged the
Revolutionary War in 1776.ʺ While not so‐stated, Hatch obviously includes a
copy of the pamphlet with this letter (pamphlet no longer present here), in hopes
that the recipient ʺwill draw from this booklet his [Bensonʹs] sense of
constitutional recommitment.ʺ
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HITTELL, John S[hertzer]. HITTELLʹS HAND‐BOOK OF PACIFIC COAST
TRAVEL. By John S. Hittell, Author of ʺThe Commerce and Industries of the Pacific Coast,ʺ
ʺThe Resources of California,ʺ ʺThe History of San Francisco,ʺ ʺA Brief History of Culture,ʺ
etc. San Francisco: The Bancroft Company, Publishers, History Building, 1887.

16½ cm. 263 pp. + 2 folding maps. Collated COMPLETE. Illustrations in the text
are part of the pagination. Orig. dark green cloth decorated in black; gilt‐
lettered on the front board. Light blue endpapers; Bancroft ads printed on the
paste‐downs. Very good but with medium wear and rubbing to binding. Clean
attachment‐area tears (without loss) to each map, which could be repaired. $150
Flake 4052 note; originally published in 1885. Utah and Mormons, pp. 21‐26 (no
illustrations for this section) . . .
18

The tourist when visiting Salt Lake City, will be led naturally to reflect upon the
strange religion of the people among whom he finds himself. Mormonism is one
of the wonders of the XIXth century, and a most unnatural product of a skeptical
age . . . every intelligent person who carefully reads the history of the founder of
Mormonism without becoming a convert to his doctrines—this expression
admits that intelligent and sincere men are to be found among its converts—is
satisfied that his so‐called revelations are a studied fraud, devised to aggrandize
himself by giving him control of the faith and money of his followers. His
scheme was well devised for his purpose . . . [p. 23]

Other portions praise Mormon industry, of course.
including an engraving of Sutterʹs Mill.

Much on California,

From the library of a nineteenth‐century critic of Mormon origins
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HYDE, John. MORMONISM: ITS LEADERS AND DESIGNS. By John Hyde, Jun.,
Formerly a Mormon Elder and Resident of Salt Lake City. New York: W. P. Fetridge
& Company, No. 281 Broadway, Opposite Stewartʹs, 1857.
19 cm. xii, [13]‐335, 24 (ads) pp. + frontispiece and 7 other plates. Collated
COMPLETE (pagination given in Flake is not correct). Orig. dark brown cloth with
gilt illustration on front board showing one of the Kinderhook plates. A tight
copy, but BINDING IS WORN with significant chipping to head of spine. FOXED; a
number of corners once turned down; all plates darkly toned. Primarily a
reference or reading copy, but one with an interesting association.
$75
Bearing an old stamp on the front free endpaper showing this copy coming from
the: ʺLIBRARY OF WILLIAM H. WHITSITT.ʺ William Heth WHITSITT (1841‐1911)
was a prominent Baptist scholar and author of Flake item 9798 and of an
unpublished biography of Sidney Rigdon, and a once‐reluctant Spaulding
theorist. For information on this man (who appears to have made a few brief
notes in his volume here, including one about Alexander Campbell), see
numerous Internet sites including: http://sidneyrigdon.com/wht/whitidx0.htm .
FIRST EDITION, Flake 4164. Not content to be passed over as a pretender, the
author of this early anti‐Utah potboiler reproduces his 1854 Seventiesʹ certificate
and his 1856 mission call to the Sandwich Islands (with facsimile signatures of
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, and Jedediah M. Grant). He borrows some
nice illustrations from Piercy, and describes the temple ceremony in the
Endowment House (pp. 89‐100) . . .
The mind was struck with the wild blasphemy of the whole affair. When they
came down to the creation of man, the three . . . came into our compartment, and
by stroking each of us separately, pretended to form; and by blowing into our
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faces, pretended to vivify us. . . . This compartment, by the aid of some dwarf
mountain pines in boxes, (now paintings), was made to looking [sic] something
like a garden. . . .
.....
Several imitations of the common styles of Quakers, Methodists, and others are
performed. The devil, W. W. Phelps, meets and accosts each of them with
ʺGood‐morning, brother Methodist,ʺ etc., ʺI love you all,ʺ ʺYouʹre my friends,ʺ
etc., etc., . . .
.....
Stupefied and weary; bowing under a sense of fearful and unnatural
responsibility; excited by a species of apprehension as to what would come next,
we were ushered into another room. An altar was in the center . . . [pp. 93‐97]
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JARMAN, W[illiam]. U.S.A. UNCLE SAMʹS ABSCESS, OR, HELL UPON
EARTH FOR U.S. UNCLE SAM. By W. Jarman, Esq., K.G.L., T.C.K., Knight of the
Grand Legion of North America, Who Suffered Twelve Years in THE MORMON HELL
ON EARTH, As One of the ʺVirgins Without Guile,ʺ and A Priest After the Order of
Melchizedek: Where POLYGAMY, INCEST, AND MURDER are Taught and Practised as
Religion Under the ʺALL SEEING EYE,ʺ and the Sign, ʺHOLINESS UNTO THE LORD.ʺ
Copyright secured in both Hemispheres.
Exeter: England, Printed at H. Leducʹs
Steam Printing Works, 1884.
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18½ cm. [1]f.; [5]‐194 pp., collated COMPLETE. Original paper wrappers (printed
in brown ink and illustrated inside and out); text of the book printed in black.
An exceptionally good copy for this difficult item ‐ indeed, the best I recall
seeing in many years. (Minor faults include off‐set stains from the staples, and
a few leaves carelessly opened with small areas torn in lower margins, but
the printed backstrip is almost like new. Internally bright and clean, tight and
unworn compared to what one expects to find in this sensationalistic piece.)
Old blue rubber stamp of the venerable Shepard Book Company, Salt Lake City,
on back wrapper.
$175
Flake 4364. The back wrapper shows the hypocephalus plate from the Book of
Abraham. To think, that my future grandfather was three years old in Utah
when this deliciously infamous, extreme anti‐Mormon potboiler was printed!

Saints in lock‐step like the armies of heaven
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KIMBALL, Heber C[hase].
ʺDISCOURSE By Prest. Heber C. Kimball,
Tabernacle, Nov. 26, 1854.ʺ DESCRIBING AN 1820S VISION SEEN IN COMPANY WITH
JOHN P. GREENE AND MEMBERS OF THE YOUNG FAMILY in the evening sky above
MENDON, NEW YORK. In: DESERET NEWS. Truth and Liberty. Great Salt Lake
City, for Thursday, January 4, 1855. Vol. 4, No. 43.
Folio, 55 X 40 cm., [4]
pages (complete issue).
Very good;
medium
wear and soiling; once
folded in eighths. This
is THE TITHING OFFICE
COPY, with recipient
designation written at
head, coincidentally just
above Kimballʹs com‐
ments on the impor‐
tance of paying tithing,
and noting that ʺSince
President Young and others have dwelt upon tithing it is coming in first rate, and
Bishop Hunter has become frightened; ʹGood heavens,ʹ says he, what shall we
do with the tithing? We have not got room to put it. Why, says I, stretch out
$400
Bishop.ʺ
ʺOn the night of the 22d of September, 1827,ʺ according to Vilate Kimball,
while living in the town of Mendon, after we retired to bed, John P. Green[e],
who was then a traveling Reformed Methodist preacher, living within one
21

hundred steps of our house, came and called my husband to come out and see
the sight in the heavens. Heber awoke me, and Sister Fanny Young (sister of
Brigham), who was living with us, and we all went out‐of‐ doors.
It was one of the most beautiful starlight nights, so clear we could see to pick
up a pin. We looked to the eastern horizon, and beheld a white smoke arise
towards the heavens. As it ascended, it formed into a belt, and made a noise like
the rushing wind, and continued southwest, forming a regular bow, dipping in
the western horizon.

The phenomenon was transformed into a fantastic panorama of spirit soldiers
dressed in the style of the War of 1812, seen in detail and heard marching across
the sky for hours. Rhoda Young said she saw it, and her father, John Young, as
well. (Vilate Kimball autobiography quoted in Edward W. Tullidge, The Women
of Mormondom [New York: (Tullidge and Crandall), 1877], 107‐8)

T

for certain types of people, including many who
would soon accept the revelations of Joseph Smith. Brigham Young claimed
to have seen the same sights in Port Byron that night, a number of miles from
Mendon. Here is Heber telling his version now, in his own words . . .
HIS WAS AN ERA OF VISIONS

In Europe all the troops that are enlisted have to be taken and drilled, and when
they are drilled for many years they have to learn to march with heads up, and
eyes right, or left, and all stept alike; after they can do this first rate they must
then be examined by the best military men, and when they are approved they are
sent to different parts of the earth to take their stations. That is good, is it not?
The Saints have to come to as careful discipline, and the day will come when the
wicked will have to come to it, and if they do not learn to step right, they will be
made to do it. I was speaking about it yesterday, when I went with br. Brigham
to see the review; they are improving no doubt, though our troops were not all
there. We were speaking about an open vision that we saw some years ago; it
was not seen in the dark, but we saw it with our natural eyes; President Young,
myself, br. Phineas Young, and many others saw it. We saw an army start from
the east, and go to the south, and there were twelve men in a column, and one
column came right after the other, so that when the first stepped the next stepped
in their track; and they had swords, guns, knapsacks caps, and feathers. and we
could see them march with a uniform step from one side of the heavens to the
other. This we saw with our natural eyes, and looked upon it for hours; it was
the very night that the angel delivered the plates to Joseph Smith.
This army marched to the south‐west, and they marched as if there was a battle
to take place; and we could hear the clashing of their swords, and guns, and the
measured tread of their march just as plain as I ever heard the movements of
troops on the earth. John P. Greene came to wake me up to look upon it. I am
speaking of this to show you how exact in our discipline and government we
must be to prepare us for a celestial being; we have got to begin to come to it,
and I would like to know when you will begin to prepare yourselves. The whole
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world have got to see and feel the armies of heaven, and when they come, they
will come with order, and when they are commanded to act there will be no
running away, and there will be no traitors in that army, but it will be composed
of virtuous saints, who are clothed with the power of God, and have the integrity
of heavenly beings. They will not sell whisky and stick up grogeries, and
establish distilleries, and engage in various other operations to pollute this
people among whom they have enlisted, even under the banners of Christ.
Among the wicked there will be disorder, but in the armies of heaven there will
be order. Things in heaven are in order, there is a pure government there, and it
must be observed, and strictly adhered to; this you read in your Bibles.
[page 2, column 1]

On page two also appear substantial letters from Hawaii to George A. Smith,
sent from the ʺSANDWICH ISLANDSʺ by Joseph [F.] SMITH (designated by the
editor as ʺJoseph, son of Hyrum Smith,ʺ date‐lined ʺLahaina, Maui, Oct. 20, 1954
[sic]ʺ), Benjamin Johnson, and others. ʺItems of the China Missionʺ are supplied
by James Lewis (writing from Parowan). Parley P. PRATT sends Brigham Young
a lengthy ʺCALIFORNIA CORRESPONDENCEʺ from Santa Clara under date of
October 25, 1854.

[LEE, John D.
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SEE

items 5 ‐ 7]

ʺTHE LIFE OF A MORMON GIRL.ʺ Anonymous ARTICLE in THE INDEPENDENT,
A Weekly Magazine (New York) for Thursday, February 23, 1905 [LVIII;
(Whole) No. 2934].
24½ cm. Paged vi (ads), 397‐452, vii‐xvi (more ads) pp. (complete issue of 56
pages + ads) in the original printed wrappers. Internally very good; medium
wear to wrappers, particularly the backstrip.
$100
FIRST APPEARANCE? This story (pp. [423]‐430) was reprinted later the same year,
with permission from this magazine, in the intensely anti‐Mormon Presbyterian
Home Mission Monthly for October 1905 (XIX:12), pp. 297‐302. It was also
published by the Presbyterian Womanʹs Board of Home Missions as a small 20‐
page pamphlet (Flake 6730a, saying ʺ[1905]ʺ and showing only the copy at the
LDS Church History Library). It was then reprinted by the same outfit in 1913
(ʺsixth editionʺ) and 1924 (Flake 6731 and 6731a, showing only one copy of each).
I presume that this is fiction written by a non‐Mormon, judging from some of
the terminology used. However, it describes parts of the temple ceremony,
including washings and anointings using a large tub: ʺI was supported in a
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horizontal position in the water and one of the women repeated the words of the
degree: . . .ʺ) p. 426; oath of vengeance, p. 427; the pathos after husbands
announce they will be bringing home a second wife, etc. I liked this part . . .
Later, when the Gentiles became stronger, the Mormon mothers sometimes
helped the girls to marry outside the Church. One woman whose daughter had
married and gone East was confronted by a churchman.
ʺDonʹt you know,ʺ said the polygamist, ʺthat your daughter will go to hell?ʺ
ʺWell,ʺ said the taunted mother, ʺperhaps she will. But I have seen to it that she
goes as a first‐class passenger. She will be comfortable on the way, at least!ʺ
[p. 428]

In general appearance it [Salt Lake City] is much like Washington, D.C.
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LONG, Thomas Alexander. ACROSS THE CONTINENT. By Thomas Alexander
Long. Danville, Va.: The Boatwright Press, n.d. (but 1903?).
18 cm. [39] unnumbered pages printed on fine deckle‐edged paper, + frontis‐
piece showing Mojave Indians selling wares to train passengers at ʺThe Needlesʺ
point on the California/Arizona border. Original black cloth boards backed with
faded red cloth. Medium wear and light soil.
$250
NOT IN FLAKE, and no doubt privately printed. OCLC locates only two copies
(Yale; Wisconsin Historical Society). Dating taken from a statement on page [12]
that the Great Salt Lake ʺhas fallen one foot since the summer of 1902—
12 months.ʺ UTAH AND MORMONS, pp. [9‐12]. This is not a remarkable book, but
rather a fairly pedestrian travelogue of a lengthy train tour taken by the author in
company with three reverends and a doctor. The usual, semi‐accurate
topographical descriptions of Utah are augmented with slightly original
reflections inspired by Brigham Youngʹs Beehive House . . .
It was during his successor Smithʹs time when friction came among his many
wives, from the fact that more than one woman can not be boss under the same
roof and led him to build other mansions and handsome homes for the different
wives. While looking at the magnificent homes with gorgeous surroundings and
apparent refinement, one could not but feel the revolt of his finer sensibilities at
the awful influence of this diabolical social institution in the garb of religion and
American civilization. In talking with some ʺEldersʺ of the Mormon Church we
learned that while they do not admit that they are polygamists, yet they condone
it by making an apology for it. [pp. (10‐11)]
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MINER, Edward G. ʺThe Book of Mormon.ʺ ARTICLE in THE UNIVERSITY OF
ROCHESTER LIBRARY BULLETIN for Autumn 1949 [V:1].
23½ cm. 20 pp. Orig. printed brown wrappers. Medium wear.

$25

This lead article fills pp. 1‐12 of the issue, casually meandering through usual
colorful background of earliest Mormonism ‐ with literary aplomb but little
information worth repeating by 1949. Miner speculates on how, not if, the
Spalding manuscript led to the Book of Mormon.
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[MINING] G. LAVAGNINO. . . . THE OLD TELEGRAPH MINE, UTAH. By
G. Lavagnino, Salt Lake City. (Utah and Montana Meeting, July, 1887.) [caption title;
at head: ʺSubject to Revision. {TRANSACTIONS OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
MINING ENGINEERS.}ʺ]
23 cm. 8 pp. Side‐tied, in very good condition.

$35

OCLC (item 11453481) locates one copy, at the Wisconsin Historical Society.
Sober and scientific (no Mormon content noticed), describing a mine lying
ʺnearly in the centre of the group of mines called the Bingham Mines, about
twenty‐seven miles southwest of Salt Lake City. It is considered by local miners
as the most important mine of the district.ʺ (p. [1]). A couple details of the
history of the mine are integrated into this primarily analytical text.

. . . the elders of the church severely whipped by the mob, under cover of the night.
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[MISSOURI] ʺThe Mormons and the Anti‐Mormons.ʺ Mormon‐sympathetic ARTICLE
in THE NATIONAL GAZETTE and Literary Register (newspaper, Philadelphia)
for Saturday, November 30, 1833 [Vol. XIII; (Whole) No. 2988].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good. The two leaves are neatly trimmed at
the inner margin, separating them (perhaps for microfilming). Recipient
designation written at top of first page: ʺDept. of State.ʺ
$165
This article opposing persecution of the Mormons fills 4½ column inches with
small type on page [2], second to third columns, taken ʺFrom the St. Louis
(Missouri) Republican, Nov. 15,ʺ which in turn based its article and editorial
content on news just received by steamboat in an issue of the Western Monitor
(Fayette, Missouri). Note that no copy of that Monitor issue seems to have
survived, and I find only one likely original example of the Missouri
Republican newspaper currently in existence (if not one of the missing issues in
25

the somewhat incomplete run held by the Kansas State Historical Society). All
other examples of the St. Louis paper reported by OCLC appear to be microform
or electronic resource. The report reads here as follows:
[ From the St. Louis (Missouri) Republican, Nov. 15 ]
The Mormons and the Anti‐Mormons.— Our intelligence from the West by the
Mails, is not so late as that brought by the steamboat Charleston. The Fayette
Monitor corroborates the statement of Mr. Hyde in relation to the violent
proceedings of the Anti‐Mormons, so far as the accounts of that paper extend.
Houses and property were destroyed, and the elders of the church severely
whipped by the mob, under cover of the night. It is impossible to foresee what is
to be the result of this singular and outrageous violation of the laws. We fear
that the party opposed to the Mormons will think themselves placed so far
beyond the pale of the law as to continue utterly regardless of it, and eventually,
by the power of numbers, be enabled to cut off the offending sect. The loss of
their relatives and partisans will stimulate them to these acts, and fearful scenes
of bloodshed may have already been witnessed. As yet, our intelligence is not
very accurate, or full, in regard to the measures taken by the officers of the
county to suppress this rebellion, as it may properly be termed. The entire
county is most probably arrayed upon one side or the other, and in this state of
things the power of the sheriff and other officers to suppress the riot, is perfectly
futile. It is reported, besides, that the Judge of the Circuit, who attempted to
interfere to stop the proceedings, as well as some of the officers, were captured
by the mob, and placed in durance, either in jail, or in charge of some of their
number, for a good many hours; and the Lieut. Governor, who resides in that
county, was driven from it.
A rancorous, deadly hostility has long existed between the parties, and unless
the firmness and prudence of the Governor should be equal to the crisis, and the
offending party be severely punished, we must expect to hear of the continual
recurrence of such disgraceful proceedings.

This story was quickly picked up by several other newspapers of national
standing, and even by the Painesville Telegraph the following December.

. . . barbarous atrocities. . . . the mormons have attacked . . .
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[MISSOURI ‐ Battle of Crooked River] ʺTHE MORMONS.ʺ Urgent correspon‐
dence in an ARTICLE reprinted in the PLATTSBURGH REPUBLICAN (news‐
paper, Plattsburgh, New York) for Saturday, November 24, 1838 [XXIX:18].
Folio, [4] pp. (complete issue). Very good; light foxing (fairly unobtrusive).
Disbound with the two leaves nearly separated from one another.
$150
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This unattributed article was
originally published in the
Fayette Missourian newspaper
of October 27, 1838 (as
credited by other papers
which picked up the same
story). Note that no original
copies of that Missouri news‐
paper issue appear to survive,
judging from OCLC.

H

is the part they donʹt
talk about in Sunday
School. It appears on page 2 of
this newspaper, and displays
the alarm felt by Missourians
at a time when Mormons had
sacked Gallatin, and were ex‐
pected to destroy Richmond.
They overcame desperate Mis‐
souri militia at Crooked River,
and that battle led to the
extermination order by Gover‐
nor Boggs, followed by the
eventual removal of the
ʺSaintsʺ from that state. At
the battle, explains Steven
LeSueur,
ERE

Bogartʹs men panicked. Most of
them immediately fled across the river, and those who remained were soon routed after
brief hand‐to‐hand combat. Many of the soldiers shouted ʺWe are brethrenʺ as they
waded the river, hoping to halt the Mormonsʹ fire until they could escape. Hosea Stout,
a Mormon participant, later remarked that ʺmany a mobber was there baptised without
faith or repentance under the messingers of lead sent by the brethren. Two Mormon
soldiers intercepted Samuel Tarwater as he ran to the river and gave him several
piercing cuts with their corn‐cutter swords. One of the Mormons, Lorenzo D. Young
(brother of the future Mormon prophet), said he saw an angelʹs hand hold Tarwaterʹs
arm so he could not return the blows. The Missourian suffered a severed jaw and cuts
about the throat and had his skull cut open and his upper teeth destroyed. Within
minutes the Mormons had routed the Missouri troops and sent them fleeing desperately
to their homes. [The 1838 Mormon War in Missouri (Columbia: Univ. of Missouri Press,
1987), 140‐41]
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[NAUVOO] ʺTo the Democrats of HANCOCK COUNTY.ʺ Carthage, [Illinois]:
By order of the Central Committee, March 18, 1847.
BROADSIDE (verso blank), approx. 20½ X 27½ cm. (printed area measures 13.3 X
19.7 cm.). In very good condition.
$900

NOT ON OCLC; NOT IN BYRD Illinois Imprints: probably unique and unrecorded.
The call for emergency delegates (including four from Nauvoo) reads as follows:
BY movements in the Whig ranks, the Democratic party of Hancock County
are necessarily driven into an organization; therefore, the several Precincts are
requested to organize as soon as possible and send the number of delegates as
annexed to each precinct to a CONVENTION, to be held at Carthage on
Saturday, the third day of April next, for the purpose of nominating
Candidates for election, to amend the State Constitution.

At the time this notice was put up, the Mormons had mostly left Nauvoo. Their
arch‐enemy Tom SHARP, meanwhile, had just turned the Warsaw Signal news‐
paper over to Thomas Gregg, who would recall years later that . . .
In the spring of 1847, Mr. S[harp]. was elected a member of the Constitutional
Convention with four others from Hancock county, and assisted, as a member of
said Convention, in drafting the constitution, which was adopted by the people
28

in 1848. [Gregg, History of Hancock County, Illinois . . . (Chicago: Chapman & Co.,
1880), p. 756]

Mormon political alliances between these two parties had fluctuated with
expediencies. In 1843 Joseph Smith claimed to be both Whig and Democrat, in
an amiable interview at his home with the editor of the Pittsburgh Weekly Gazette.
(Hallwas & Launius, Cultures in Conflict [Logan, Utah: Utah State Univ. Press,
1995], pp, 40‐41)
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[NAUVOO] ʺOutline Map of HANCOCK CO. Illinois.ʺ Simple wood‐engraved
(broadside?) print showing the townships divided into their thirty‐six sections,
with rivers, streams and railroads (but not roads, churches, cemeteries or post
offices). No place, no date. Mid‐late 1800s?
31½ X 30 cm. (printed
area measuring 22 X
23½ cm. at greatest ex‐
tremities, leaving ample
margins). VERSO BLANK.
Once folded in eighths,
but strong, on thick
paper. Badly foxed and
with some wear as
shown.
$200
I am not able to identify
this map. It feels some‐
what primitive, as op‐
posed to originating
from a nationally‐pro‐
duced work –nor does
it show traces of having
been mounted in a
book. There is no im‐
print other than the title
above, very simply wood‐engraved in a circular cartouche at left‐center, just
below NAUVOO). Also shows WARSAW, CARTHAGE and a number of smaller
towns or villages. Four railroads are listed, but my impression is that they were
not necessarily all actually built: ʺW & R RRʺ (i.e., Warsaw & Rockford); M & E
(running southeast from Dallas City on the Mississippi; W & M RR (running
east/northeast from Hamilton ‐ across from Keokuk ‐ through Carthage and past
Fountain Green); and W & C P RR (running southeast from Warsaw).
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[NAUVOO ‐ Icarians] SAUVA, Arsène. ICARIE. [caption title]. [Icarie (i.e.,
Corning, Iowa): Pour la Communaute icarienne, March 30, 1877].
19 cm. 12 pp. Reinforced long ago along the
backstrip with old paper. A couple of old tape
or paper repairs to pages (without loss); small
blank area chipped from top of front leaf.
Should be dipped by a conservator, reguarded/
sewn, and the old repairs replaced with japanese
tissue. With a very old blue ownership stamp of
ʺJ. A. SORGE,ʺ probably related to the German
Utopians of that surname.
NOT IN FLAKE and RARE. OCLC locates one copy
in America (University of Wisconsin at Madison)
and another at the Bibliothèque Nationale in
Paris. A third possible copy, in the Netherlands,
is not described sufficiently to tell whether or not
it is this same title.
$600
Entirely in French, by the president of the Icarian Community then located in
Iowa. NAUVOO, pages 8‐9, 10, 11, claiming the Icarians never planned to stay
there permanently (which is surely a retrospective revision of the actual history).
Brief mention of MORMONS specifically as follows:
. . . Cabet himself had left Paris in December [1848], and in the month of March
1849 the Icarians, numbering 280, left New Orleans with their guide and came to
establish themselves in Nauvoo, in Illinois.
Nauvoo, a small locality built by the Mormons ‐ which they had recently
abandoned ‐ could not have been better to receive the Icarians temporarily.
There was no lack of housing. The city, which had amounted to fifteen
thousand inhabitants, was reduced to three or four thousand by the departure of
the followers of Joe Smiths [sic]. [p. 8; my translation]
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[NAUVOO ‐ Icarians] VALLET, Emile. COMMUNISM, By Emile Vallet.
History of the Experiment at Nauvoo of the Icarian Settlement. [caption title].
[Nauvoo, Illinois: Nauvoo Rustler, 1890 or later].
16 cm. 31 pp. Lacking the printed wrappers, and final leaf a bit chipped at outer
bottom blank corner. A light diagonal crease runs throughout.
$40
Flake 9417a, saying 1917. OCLC locates ten copies dated 1890, and measuring
16 cm. like this example, followed by later entries of the same pagination, but
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17 cm. in height. With the wrappers of this copy missing, I couldnʹt say. This
appears to be a better‐than‐average compilation of first‐hand anecdotes by an
early settler of the Nauvoo Icarian community.

Carthage conspirators plan a party in the Nauvoo Masonic Hall ‐ unrecorded
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[NAUVOO ‐ Masonic Hall] UNION BALL, OF THE SONS OF TEMPERANCE.
[caption title]. Printed INVITATION FORM signed in type by John WOLFE and ten
other ʺManagers.ʺ Nauvoo [Illinois], June 22, 1849.
19 cm. One page on tan (or uniformly
toned) paper. Flying‐eagle‐with‐flag‐
&‐banner device. Single small sheet
folded to form a mailer of [2] ff., of
which only the front page is printed.
Once folded in thirds for hand‐
delivery, the address portion marked
ʺSaml Gordon, Present.ʺ
Later
mathematical figuring and a simple
account written in ink on the
remainder of the outer back leaf. Very
good.
$1,750
NOT ON OCLC, which in fact locates
no separate imprints in Nauvoo that
year; NOT IN BYRD, Illinois Imprints.
This is not the sort of thing one expects
to find recorded, or to have survived
in more than this copy. The text reads
simply:
You are respectfully solicited to attend a PARTY, to be given by the Sons of
Temperance, at the MASONIC HALL, in NAUVOO, on the Fourth of July
next,—commencing at 4, oʹclock, P.M.

There follows a printed list of eleven managers of this teetotalling event. From
Nauvoo: John WOLFE, J. R. GOULD, M.D., P. HELM, J. W. PALMER, S. BROWN, J. T.
WILBUR; From Warsaw, GEN. H. STEPHENS; From Carthage: Geo. W. THATCHER
and M. BARNES, Jr.; and from La Harpe, L. H. WATERS, Esq., and H. COULSON.
Thus, less than five years after the assassination of Joseph Smith, we find a
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Nauvoo flyer mentioning neither Mormons nor their church or temple. Three of
the names, however, correspond to people named in Church sources as members
of the Carthage Greys and/or martyrdom mob (Stephens, Thatcher and Barnes).
Dallin Oaks and Marvin Hill describe Henry Stephens as ʺa Warsaw lawyer who
was the adjutant of Major [Mark] Aldrichʹs Warsaw battalionʺ and ʺwho
reportedly received the message from the guards at the [Carthage] jailʺ (Carthage
Conspiracy, pp. 159 and 191, respectively).
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NELSON, Nels L[ars]. SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS OF MORMONISM, or Religion in
Terms of Life. By Nels L. Nelson, Professor of English in the Brigham Young
University, Provo, Utah, Author of ʺPreaching and Public Speaking.ʺ New York and
London: G. P. Putnamʹs Sons; The Knickerbocker Press, 1904.
20 cm. xi, 347 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Orig. dark green cloth, gilt‐lettered on
spine and on front board. A very good copy with just slight dampstaining to a
corner of the front paste‐down, and to an area of the back board (relatively
unobtrusive).
$50
FIRST EDITION, Flake 5773. SIGNED and INSCRIBED on the front free endpaper,
ʺWith compliments of the author, N. L. Nelson, Worcester, Mar. 6, 1905.ʺ
Appendix A, ʺScriptural Proofs of Pre‐Existence,ʺ pp. 323‐29; Appendix B,
ʺContradictions Resulting from the Attempt to Christianize the God of Buddha,ʺ
pp. 330‐38; Index, pp. 339‐347. A ʺGlossaryʺ of [4] pp. on slightly smaller paper
appears after the final leaf of text (possibly tipped in, very neatly, by an owner?).
Nicely‐designed bookplate on the front pastedown of ʺEKBLAW,ʺ presumably
Prof. Walter Elmer EKBLAW (1882‐1949), geologist and botanist.
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QUINN, D. Michael. EARLY MORMONISM AND THE MAGIC WORLD VIEW.
Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1987.
23 cm. xxii; 228, [44 unnumbered pp. of illustrations], [229]‐313, [1] pp. Original
green cloth and olive‐green dust wrapper. In fine condition; in fine dust jacket
except its backstrip is FADED, as usual.
$200
SIGNED by the author on the title page. Highly important and something of a
bombshell when it was published. This book has angered as many people as it
has pleased with its extensive documentation and picaresque accounts. Moroni
comes off here as a capricious forest sprite who delights in playing tricks on
young Joseph Smith.
Figure 13 in the illustrations will show my faithful customers a portion of the
steel ruler which I still use to measure the books they buy. (It also shows the
Whitmer seer stone which Steve Christensen bought from me, after it was
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measured with said ruler). Figure 9 shows the Belcher/Smith/Dibble stone which
I sold in December, 1994. These artifacts are Mormon Parallels items 373 and 372,
respectively.
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[RLDS] ʺPRIESTʹS LICENSE. TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: . . .ʺ PARTLY‐PRINTED
ORDINATION FORM accomplished in manuscript and SIGNED by Henry A.
STEBBINS, President of the Northern Illinois District of the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; further signed by V. WHITE, clerk of that
district. Sandwich, Illinois, August 15, 1870.
14 X 20½ cm. (printed area and printed border measuring 11½ X 18 cm.). Verso
blank. Once folded in sixths. BADLY STAINED in three areas. The signature and
title of White are written in faint green ink; the rest in the hand of Stebbins is
dark and clearly readable.
$125
Certifying the ordination of Lewis FOWLER to the office of priest in the RLDS
Church at Amboy, Illinois by Elders Jacob DOAN and W. H. BLAIR (neither of
whom sign here). Lewis FOWLER (1825‐1906) was a pioneer of the Lamoni, Iowa
region; Stebbins spoke at his funeral. For portrait and biographical details, see:
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi‐bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=7592992
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[RLDS] STEBBINS, H[enry]. A[lfred]. A COMPENDIUM OF THE FAITH AND
DOCTRINE OF THE REOGRANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST. For the Use
of the Ministry and of Sabbath Schools. Compiled by Elder H. A. Stebbins and Sister M.
Walker, To which is added A Historical Appendix, An Epitome of History, Etc., by H. A.
Stebbins. Lamoni, Iowa: Printed by the Board of Publication, Upon Examination
and Approval by the First Presidency. No date (but Preface dated Lamoni,
September, 1888).
16½ cm. xv, 248 pp. Orig. black cloth (fading); green endpapers decorated in
maroon. A very good, tight copy, and internally without wear. Text uniformly
toned; original white spine lettering has all flaked off.
$40
Flake 8376 (only edition). Doctrine is given almost entirely in quoted Bible
passages (with a precious few additions from latter‐day Mormon scripture). The
chronology at the end succinctly describes the inception of the Reorganized
Church beginning with a November 18, 1851 ʺrevelation to J. W. Briggs that the
seed of Joseph Smith should yet lead the Church. During the same Fall one to
Z. H. Gurley, sen., to the same effect.ʺ (p. 248).
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RICH, Ben[jamin] E[rastus]. MR. DURANT OF SALT LAKE CITY, ʺThat
Mormon.ʺ By Ben E. Rich. . . . New York: Published by Eastern States Mission,
n.d. (Preface dated Chattanooga, 1905).
13 cm. viii, 9‐220, [1 (Church Works for sale)] pp. Original flexible blue cloth
wrappers gilt‐lettered on the front (lettering dulled, but wrappers strong and
complete). Front flyleaf and title‐leaf toned, yet a fairly good copy overall,
without much wear.
$35
Flake 7185, showing this as the only New York edition; first published at Salt
Lake City, 1893 (which is Flake 7176, saying ʺProvides doctrine in the form of
story and letters.ʺ)
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RUSSELL, John. CLAUDINE LAVALLE; OR, THE FIRST CONVICT. — THE
MORMONESS; OR, THE TRIALS OF MARY MAVERICK. By Professor John
Russell, of Bluffdale. Alton [Illinois]: Courier Steam Press Print, 1853.
22 cm. [1 (title; verso blank)]f.; 89 pp. collated COMPLETE + one original blank
leaf at front and another at the back; pages [35‐36] comprise an unnumbered
blank leaf separating the two novels. Original pale pinkish‐tan wrappers: front
wrapper printed in various typefaces and surrounded by an ornamental
typographic border; back wrapper blank.
Both wrappers are worn, with the front wrapper badly stained and detached, but
present and complete. Title leaf and front blank also badly stained; some dog‐
earing, etc. A professional conservator could make this into a substantially better
copy, but I think the stains will remain.
condition noted: $200
Flake 7457; Bird Illinois Imprints 2027. Iʹm seeing about seven copies located,
only two of them west of Illinois (Church History Library and BYU). The second
novel is the one with the Mormon themes, pp. [37]‐89. Here is a sampling of its
delicious histrionics . . .
The Judge quickly revived, and sat up. Happily, the thunder clap awoke the
mother, who hastily put on her clothes and repaired to the sick room.
All the remaining part of that long, long night, the patient raved in delirium. It
was now, for the first time, that his wife and parents became aware of the visit of
the Mormon preacher to young Maverick, in the field. His ravings disclosed to
them the startling fact, that the awful denunciations and warnings of the aged
priest had unsettled his reason, and were still preying upon his life. In his
delirium, the sick man repeated all that the Mormon had uttered, and often
called aloud to the old man, imploring him, in the most moving terms, to have
mercy upon him, and spare him from the doom he had pronounced.
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In the course of the night, his ravings suddenly changed. He now imagined
that father and mother, wife and child, had all resolved to leave him if he united
with the Mormons, and he implored his wife, by the memory of their early
love—by all his undying affection for her, and for their only child, not to cast him
off. His supplications to Mary were heartrending, and almost beyond her
powers of endurance, . . . [p. 62 (mis‐numbered ʺ26ʺ)]

THEY.
SHE.

Oh, please, mamma, may we go to shop?
Yes, you may go, my daughters;
But be sure you go to Zionʹs Co‐öp.,
And not to the wicked Walkerʹs.

– ʺ. . . set to a lively tune, equally suggestive of old ʹRosin the Beau,ʹ and ʹWhat
will Your Majesty please to wear?ʹ from ʹBombastes Furioso.ʹʺ [pp. 306‐7]
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SALA, George Augustus. AMERICA REVISITED: From the Bay of New York to
the Gulf of Mexico, and From Lake Michigan to the Pacific. . . . Illustrated with Nearly
400 Engravings. In Two Volumes . . . London: Vizetelly & Co., 1882.
TWO VOLUMES. Volume I: xix, [i], 314, 14 (ads) pp. + frontis. and the 32 plates;
Volume II: xii, 326 pp. + frontis and the 19 plates (one folding) as called for in the
list at front, plus another plate, facing p. 261, showing ʺʹHoodlumsʹ pelting
Chinese emigrants on their Arrival at San Francisco.ʺ
Collated COMPLETE and with all illustrations as called for. Old (but edition‐
dated ʺ1882ʺ at bases of spines) three‐quarter reddish‐brown sheep over blue
marbled boards; fine blue marbled endpapers; top edges gilt. Restrained blind‐
and gilt‐line decoration; gilt‐lettered titles. A very good, tight set with the pages
quite clean and unworn. Scuffing to the binding, with the fore‐corners of the
boards worn through. I have touched up the color in an effort to make this set
fairly presentable.
$250
Flake 7479a. The dedication to this two‐volume work is dated July, 1882. While
sometimes characterized as a second edition, I presume that this is actually the
first complete and fully‐illustrated edition. OCLC describes the earlier, 1880
New York appearance [Flake 7479] as comprising only pages 141‐224 of a travel
series ʺSpecially edited and arranged for this publication and copyrighted by I.K.
Funk.ʺ
THE HUNDREDS OF ILLUSTRATIONS are in some ways remarkable, portraying daily
American life at all levels of society, with heavy emphasis on African Americans.
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While there are inevitable caricature overtones in places, some of the engravings
are both animated and perhaps informative. There is much on San Francisco and
Asians (two plates showing opium dens), and even more on New Orleans and
Mardi Gras (with a folding plate showing a lengthy parade). The section on
UTAH AND MORMONS occurs in Volume II, pp. 274‐317 (with 17 illustrations,
counting two plates ‐ some pictures more familiar to me than others), with more
scenes or topographical mentions on pp. 182‐83, 191 & facing plate, 192, 194 and
perhaps elsewhere. From pages 303‐4 . . .
. . . I was told in Salt Lake City that it was always feasible to estimate the
numerical strength of the seraglio of a Mormon Elder by the number of front
doors, with windows to correspond, of his house. The largest number of doors
with windows to match which I counted on the façade of a single dwelling was
thirteen; but it would be of course imprudent to accept this as a sure test. In
some cases there may not be a wife for every front door : in others there may not
be a front door for every wife.
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SALT LAKE CITY AND VICINITY. [Salt Lake City: Published by Souvenir
Novelty Co., Inc. (verso of back wrapper)]. Minuscule, faintly‐printed logo on
first page of Curt Teich & Co. Artgravure, Chicago. No date (but 1906‐16).
21 X 26 cm. [24] pp. Original
illustrated blue wrappers with
raised image and lettering gilt‐
highlighted. Very good.
$100
NOT IN FLAKE, yet with Mormon
content in the captions. All pages
are filled with illustrations, all
attractively printed in grey and
sepia tones. A handsome pro‐
duction. DATING: The Curt Teich
company opened for business in
1898. Page [16] shows the ʺFederal Building and General Post Office . . .
completed in 1906.ʺ The view on page [8] shows the Utah State Capitol Building,
ʺnow rapidly nearing completion,ʺ which occurred in 1916.
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ʺSEEINGʺ SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH[.] Published for The Seeing Salt Lake City
Car & Automobile Company by the Souvenir Novelty Co.[,] Salt Lake City[.] No
date (but ca. 1911?).
17.7 X 22.7 cm. [40] pp., all but the title comprised of black & white images from
photographs. Inside front wrapper and both sides of back wrapper contain
simple railroad company advertisements. Printed on sized (i.e., glossy) paper.
Orig. brown illustrated wrappers tied with a cord as issued. In stunning
condition, essentially AS NEW.
$100
COMPARE to Flake 7608d (which is
described as only 16 cm. tall). The
interesting first illustration (verso of title)
shows three motorized long open‐air
touring cars and a street car all fully
loaded with ladies and gentlemen, posed
on South Temple Street with the temple
behind. Street scenes show a mix of
motorized and horse‐drawn carriages.
Ladies in Liberty Park sport frilly long
dresses and showy hats. Includes outlying resorts and a copper mine; the final
page shows the Twin Falls of the Snake River in Idaho. WITH the original
printed envelope for this pamphlet (in tattered, soiled condition, but it did its job
to protect the contents). This is a finer copy, just obtained, of item 35 described
in my Mormon List 73.
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[SMITH, George A[lbert]. (1817‐75; apostle, and first cousin to Joseph Smith)].
Gaetano DURA, ʺAscesa al Vesuvio sulla sediaʺ AND ʺDiscesa dal Vesuvio sulla
sedia.ʺ Pair of delightful hand‐colored lithograph prints. [Naples]: Lit. Gatti e
Dura, Strade Gigante 19, n.d. (but ca. 1850?).
TWO LITHOGRAPH PRINTS, each
measuring 13 X 20 cm. within their
printed borders, plus captions and
generous margins; leaves measur‐
ing 18½ X 26½ cm. in all (7¼ X 10½
inches). Versos blank. Some soil
and medium wear, and traces of old mounting, more so to the second plate (the
descent). Still, charming and rare.
the two hand‐colored plates: $275

P

ICTURE IT :

NAPLES, JANUARY 1873. Eliza and Lorenzo SNOW, George Albert
SMITH and others are doing the grand tour, and it is time to climb Vesuvius . . .
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Eliza wisely stays behind to admire the ʺexcellent views of this natural wonder at
a lower point,ʺ but ʺPresident Smithʺ will get to the top, despite his three
hundred pounds. ʺI paid four Italians,ʺ he related soon afterward,
to carry me to the crater of Mount Vesuvius. I think they earned their money, at
any rate I was well satisfied with them. . . . To reach the crater you have to
mount about 1,500 feet perpendicular in height above where we could ride on
horseback, in loose volcanic sand, and every time a manʹs foot was placed in it, it
would slip back about twice the length of his foot. I could not stand the walk,
these Italians wanted the contract, and I gave it to them. [ʺRemarks by President
George A. Smith, Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday
Afternoon, June 22, 1873.ʺ Journal of Discourses 16 (1874), p. 101.]

I would like to see a video of that excursion, and so would you. They didnʹt have
such technology then, but they had good artists. In reading George A.ʹs
impression of his porters, one entertains reservations about what they really
thought of their load. Gaetano Duraʹs humor in the pictures here suggests how
things might actually have played out that day! The companion plate, showing
the descent (which Lorenzo Snow reported as taking only 15 minutes, at near
running pace), is equally entertaining. It has a few stains, but those could easily
be cleaned up using PhotoShop for purposes of illustration, if you would like to
publish an article on this uplifting subject.
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Intelligence was received last evening by the Steamboat Harrison, Capt. Atwood,
of the death of Joe Smith, the Mormon Prophet, and his brother Hiram.
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[SMITH, Joseph ‐ Death] WESTERN LUMINARY (Universalist newspaper,
Rochester, New York). SIX ISSUES with Mormon content: February 10, July 6 and
13, August 3, October 26, and November 16, 1844 [III:6, 27‐28, 31, 43, 46].
30 cm. Six complete eight‐page issues (pp. 41‐48, 209‐24, 241‐48, 337‐44, 361‐68).
Disbound, and with some wear and medium stains, etc. These copies originally
subscribed by Miss C. PHILLEO, who contributes a brief article to the October 26
issue, pp. 341‐42.
the six issues: $385
A SCARCE newspaper, judging from the few, indistinct library holdings records
on OCLC. Printed near Palmyra. Here are the Mormon contents . . .
–

February 10, 1844 issue: Page 48, column 2 (2½ column inches): A Nauvoo area
resident has informed the editor of the Cleveland Herald ʺthat ʹGen. Joseph Smithʹ
is becoming more dictatorial and threatening toward the worldly powers that be,
and more impious in his pretensions to the character of a prophet.ʺ He enjoys,
by city ordinance, a monopoly on ʺthe liquor trade at 12 1‐2 cents a glass!ʺ (That
is twice what Amos Davis was charging when he was prosecuted for selling
liquor by the drink at his Nauvoo tavern. –RG)

–

July 6, 1844 issue: Page 116, col. 3 (1¼ inches). Quick blurb quotes the Warsaw
Signal reporting the ʺARREST OF JOE SMITHʺ at Nauvoo, with the U.S. marshal
taking him ʺdown the river.ʺ Not likely.

–

July 13, 1844 issue: Page 224, col. 2 (5½ inches). ʺDEATH OF THE MORMON
PROPHET—JOE SMITH AND HIS BROTHER HIRAM SHOT.ʺ Relates two similar
rumors of the shooting arising from Mormon efforts to rescue the Smiths from
the jail. The guards, ʺfinding themselves too weak to defend their charge, and
beat off their opponents, and being withal wrought up to the highest pitch of
exasperation, entered the jail and shot both the Prophet and his brother, as the
only means of preventing their escape. The Prophet was pierced with four balls,
and killed instantly, as also was his brother.ʺ

–

August 3, 1844 issue: Page 244, col. 3 (3¼ inches). ʺORIGIN OF THE WORD
ʹMORMON.ʺ Quoting the ʺSpirit of the Age,ʺ attributing the word to Solomon
Spaulding using it in something which, for his own amusement, he wrote and
ʺcalled the ʹBook of Mormon,ʹ i.e. as he understood it the Book of Spectres.ʺ
According to the Baptist Register (says this article), the word Mormon means ʺʹA
bugbear, a hobgoblin, a raw head and bloody bones, a hideous spectre, a
frightful mask, something to frighten children.ʹ It is thus used by the Greek
author Aristophanes the comic poet, and may be applied to the disciples of Joe
Smith at the present day, with little variation.ʺ
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–

October 26, 1844 issue: Page 344, columns 1‐2 (6¼ inches). Reporting a vision of
Sidney RIGDON which displays his full‐blown mania: The Saints will fight a
series of battles throughout the nation, finally defeating ʺthe forces of Queen
Victoriaʺ and on to Europe and Jerusalem, ʺwhen the Savior will appear, which
will be in about eleven years from this time.ʺ Sidney holds the keys of David, he
says. Brother ʺFergusʺ (i.e., John A. Forgeus) supports him, as do ʺEmma and
President Marks . . . but he is opposed by the twelveʺ and has been
excommunicated.

–

November 16, 1844 issue: Page 368, col. 2 (3¼ inches). ʺMRS. JOE SMITHʺ looks
like this:
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while the Church was in Mesoria the Prophet had a revolation . . .
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[SMITH, Joseph ‐ Prophecy on War] HULDAH [Munroe?] SALISBURY. Quaint
Civil‐War‐era AUTOGRAPH WHITEITE LETTER SIGNED to her mother Sophia
Munroe, and siblings. ʺBandaraʺ [Bandera, Texas], May [day undecipherable],
1861.
25 X 19½ cm. 2 pp. on 1 leaf; cover not present.
of clean tears without loss, but good enough.

A few light stains and a couple
$1,500

Huldah mentions a number of family first names which I havenʹt recognized on
Google or Ancestry dot com, but the time and place are right for my inferred
Lyman Wight Colony connection. The text reads in greater part as follows . . .
. . . our Mails will be unsurtin if at all we will go to Catervill for ours. our
portion of the country is as quiet as any part of Texas. we ar giting Rangers on
the Fronteer we think better protection the[n] before but evry thing is unsertin in
these days. the Indians are scerser then comon [i.e., more scarce than usual],
perhaps gathering up to co[m]e down stronger & from what i can learn the
North will overpower the South, but those that are in favor of Sutheren
confederasy think othwerways & i feele wiling to let things take there cours
i hope to go to Mexico or Californa in the spring. there is many here that does
not want to fight on eithur side & many have gone to Californa ^all ready^ we
have an abundent rain and will have good harvest. we may have war but not
famin. Munroe is still got the Bandara Mills & he is puting in a flowering mill
now to grind wheete. there will be a grate deal raised in western Texas this
year.. corne never looke[d] better.
. . . . . [first page ends]
My Friends know that i embraced the or believed the Latter day Saint religion i
still believe the firs[t] principals as strong as ever the Prophet was killed in
prison. his son must sucede him or else we have no leader his son hes taken his
place at the head of a branch if the church. still we canot gather there now. it is
not k[n]own where we shall gather yet i think the time not far disten[t] whe[n]
we shal know. i want to be gatherd withe the Church with a Prophet at head I
do not believe in the Salt Lake Mormons[,] no not I.
while the Church was in Mesoria the Prophet had a revolation, and it is printed
in a Book of many revolations. the Book is in Town now. it was printed more
then 20 years a go
concerning the wars that would bigin at South.carolina, saying the– sayingthe
north will be devidid against the south, and the South will call on Great Britton,
and other Nations, to help hur[,] and it will come to pass that the slaves will be
armed to fight against there Mas^t^ers.
and it shal come to pass that ware shal be pourd out on all Nations. this is the
sum, breefly of the revolation ‐
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though many more plages spoken of that will be pourd out up on the earth to
vex the nations. what i have writen on this side of leafe may not interest you but
if you was to loose track of me it might be som comfort to you that i was gone to
Huldah Salesbury
a place of safty. . . .
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[TEMPLE SQUARE]

ʺFOUNDATION
NEW TEMPLE AND TABERNACLE.
Published by E. & H. T. Anthony &
Co., Emporium of American and
Foreign Stereoscopic Views, Chromos
and Albums, 591 Broadway, opposite
Metropolitan Hotel, New York.ʺ
8.7 X 17.5 cm. On printed orange mount
[Printed label on verso; at head:
ʺViews in Salt Lake City. no. 7706, ʹ7.ʺ]. New York, no date (1870s?).
$175
Very good condition. DETAIL
enlarged here from the right‐
hand image on the card.
For possible dating, compare to
the next image in this same
Anthony series, (view No. 7708)
showing the construction of
St. Markʹs Episcopal Church in
Salt Lake City, scan by Utah
State University Library, sup‐
plying an 1875 date for that
card.

[Catalog continues . . . ]
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$1,000 fine and three years in prison for sex with an African American
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Utah (Territory). Laws, statutes, etc.
ACTS, RESOLUTIONS, AND
MEMORIALS, Passed by the First Annual, and Special Sessions, of the Legislative
Assembly, of the Territory of Utah, Begun and Held at Great Salt Lake City, on the 22nd
Day of September, A.D., 1851. Also the Constitution of the United States, and the Act
Organizing the Territory of Utah. Published by Authority of the Legislative Assembly.
G. S. L. City, U. T.: Brigham H. Young, Printer, 1852.
19 cm. 258 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Original dark blue striated sheep spine with
blue marbled boards (as described by Crawley); top fore‐corner of front board
broken away very long ago (as mentioned on a ca. 1940s‐50s typed description
still accompanying this copy; losing about ¾ʺ of that cornerʹs outer edges); small
piece of marbled paper missing elsewhere revealing the actual width of the spine
leather. Very good; very faint dampstains run throughout various portions of
the text, but are not particularly obtrusive.
$750
Crawley 714; Flake 9384c, noting that, ʺWith Brigham Young as governor and
the Legislative Assembly totally Mormon, the laws passed were in accordance to
church values. Probate courts were very important.ʺ
THE FIRST PRINTING OF THE LAWS OF UTAH TERRITORY. 2,000 copies were ordered
to be printed. ʺThe Deseret News of September 4,ʺ notes Crawley,
announced that the officers of Great Salt Lake County should obtain copies by
calling at Willard Richardsʹs office, that the officers of the other counties who had
not yet received them would get their copies when the county clerks submitted
the returns of the county elections, and that the members and officers of the
legislature would be issued copies as fast as the books were bound. Brigham
Young reported in his message to the legislature of December 13, 1852, that lack
of funds delayed the publication and distribution of the book. [Crawley entry
714, p. 338]

Hereʹs a law we wouldnʹt expect, perhaps, in ʺAN ACT IN RELATION TO
SERVICE, Section 4 . . .
Sec. 4. That if any master or mistress shall have sexual or carnal intercourse
with his or her servant or servants of the African race, he or she shall forfeit all
claim to said servant or servants to the commonwealth; and if any white person
shall be guilty of sexual intercourse with any of the African race, they shall be
subject, on conviction thereof to a fine of not exceeding one thousand dollars, nor
less than five hundred, to the use of the Territory, and imprisonment, not
exceeding three years. [p. 81]
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VAN TRAMP, John C. PRAIRIE AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES, OR,
LIFE IN THE WEST. To Which Will Be Added A View of the States and Territorial
Regions of our WESTERN EMPIRE: Embracing History, Statistics and Geography,
and Descriptions of the Chief Cities of the West. By John C. Van Tramp. Columbus,
O[hio]: Gilmore & Segner, 1866.
21 cm. vi, [7]‐649, [6 (Table of Distances)] pp. + simple woodcut illustrations or
plates and steel‐engraved frontispiece ( some included in pagination, others not).
Note at bottom of final page: ʺWhole number of pages, including cuts, 685.ʺ
Original full black hard‐surfaced leather (feels like morocco, yet this is a
standard‐looking stock publisherʹs binding). Blind‐decoration on both boards;
dull gilt‐lettering on spine. Marbled endpapers. Foxed and medium wear. Very
solid, but small area chipped from top center of upper spine cap.
postpaid: $45
Flake 9446 note; Howes V 43 note; (originally published 1858, with later updated
material in final pages of Part II. Howes 312 (describing earlier editions) notes
that ʺPart I is a paste and scissors collection of excerpts from narratives of various
travels and explorers.ʺ Not thoroughly collated at this price, but a tight copy with
no evident gaps, and the MORMON section definitely complete, pp. 313‐38,
including ten illustrations (with a very simple ʺMormon Temple at Nauvooʺ with
horizontal angel weathervane, and ʺDeath of Joe Smithʺ; these all look familiar
from other productions or periodicals of the time).

Republican statesmen valiantly wage ʺa relentless war against the crime of polygamyʺ
by fighting Mormon authorities and beating down Democrats, according to
this paperʹs original editorial of January 27, 1887, p. 4
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THE WEEKLY BOOMERANG (newspaper). FOURTEEN extremely rare or
unique miscellaneous issues, including one large‐format SUPPLEMENT. Laramie,
Wyoming Territory, 1887‐88.
Folio, [8] pp. each. Issues for January 27, February 3, March 3, 24, April 14, 28,
May 12, August 18, September 8, 29, October 6, 20, 27, 1887; January 12, 1888
[VI:46‐47, 51; VII: 2, 5, 7, 9, 23, 26, 29, 30, 32‐33, 44].
:: WITH :: GOVERNORʹS MESSAGE. Supplement to the Laramie Boomerang.
(larger format than the newspapers, measuring 23 X 17½ inches, [4 pp.], its text
dated at end of the speech, January 10, 1888).
Extensive archival tissue REPAIRS to many of the issues and to the Supplement;
some issues with toning, edge wear and occasional chipping.
These issues were publisher A. L. BANCROFTʹS COPIES (brother of historian
Hubert Howe Bancroft), most of them designated at the top in bold pencil to be
sent to his company address at 721 Market Street [San Francisco]. There are a
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number of editorial marks or slashes in red‐orange chalk or crayon, likely made
by the Bancroft people.
condition noted: $350

O

appears to own actual physical paper copies of the
issues offered here, and even it seems to lack the January 12, 1888 issue and
Supplement (University of Wyoming library, as itemized on OCLC, Accession
No. 16798553).
NLY ONE REPOSITORY

THERE CERTAINLY SEEMED to be a lot of murders, accidents and other lurid news
to report in this newspaper! Some of its coverage is national, but much is local or
regional, including local crime, MINING and oil field reports, RAILROAD news and
prospects, Native Americans, cattle round‐up announcements, and other
valuable or colorful Western Americana/Wyoming history. One striking
advertisement (repeated in several issues) includes a large interior view of a
Laramie mercantile establishment with well‐dressed patrons and fine products.
The issue for August 18, 1887 devotes more than a page to the new University of
Wyoming, just erected in Laramie, with a nice engraved illustration (measuring 6
X 6¾ inches) of the building. Stories and reports are frequently more sensational
than one expects to find in a paper of this sort, and a few of its articles approach
the fantastic. But I suppose life could be tedious otherwise, and of course this
was the American West.
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MORMON CONTENT IS SUBSTANTIAL, as follows:
–

January 27, 1887 issue: Page 3, column 1: In an ostensibly local article about two
wealthy Chinese youths making the grand tour (seen ʺOn last Thursdayʹs
passenger [train] for the eastʺ], there occurs this nonsense sentence: ʺLingering a
while in San Francisco, they looked for a day or two upon the houris [sic] of
Mormondom, and will next invetigage [sic] the icy wonders of Omaha, the
capital of arctic Nebraska, making the journey from the Wyoming line on
snowshoes.ʺ
:: Page 4, columns 5‐6 (21 inches). ʺTHE DOOM OF THE ʹTWIN RELIC.ʺ
SUBSTANTIAL EDITORIAL, APPARENTLY ORIGINAL TO THIS NEWSPAPER, predicts
success of the new Edmunds‐Tucker bill in eradicating polygamy. (Checking
Google online for short distinctive phrases from this editorial yields nothing.)
ʺWhat bayonets and persecution a generation ago failed to do, law,
supplemented by the aroused public sentiment of the country, is doing most
effectually.ʺ And what legislation canʹt handle, Utahʹs vast mineral resources
may facilitate. The editorʹs name is George R. Caldwell. With slight damage and
original printing crease to the tail‐end of this article, but still readable.

–

February 3. 1887 issue: Page 4, col. 5 (5 inches). Copies an editorial from the
St. Louis Globe‐Democrat opposing female suffragists who ʺcommit a grave error
when they antagonize the anti‐Mormon bills framed by Senator Edmunds and
Representative Tuckerʺ (because Edmunds‐Tucker would, in turn, disenfranchise
the women of Utah). The reasoning here is that it is ʺwell known that the
Mormon women, non‐polygamous and other, are completely under the control
of the men, and vote as the men direct.ʺ In other words, Utah women must not
be allowed to vote, because they will support polygamy.

–

March 3, 1887 issue: Page 2, col. 1 (1½ inches). Short but interesting and
original to this paper, appearing in the section where the editor reflects on
publications recently received:
It is amusing to read occasionally a copy of the Deseret News, the official organ
of the Mormons. The loathing and contempt it expresses for the United States
marshal and his deputies, when those officers of the law are out hunting for
some muchly‐married man, is really laughable. Of course, the editor is furious
over the new anti‐Mormon bill.

–

April 28, 1887 issue: Page 4, column 1 (6½ inches). ʺKEPT HIS AMELIA. An old
Mormon on Trial for Polygamy‐‐First Case in Wyoming Under New Law.ʺ
Regional or original article. Amusing account of a Mormon tried in Evanston
for bigamy, but released after all parties agreed that he had relinquished the two
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eldest wives as soon as the law was passed. Those wives accepted that
proposition since hubby had plenty of money and promised to support them.
:: A COLLATERAL ARTICLE :: (same page, column 2; 2¾ inches) is taken from the
Rock Springs Independent and gives a somewhat different story, with this man
(named as George Taylor, from Almy, Wyoming) still living with two wives who
are sisters to one another. ʺSome of the beauties of the Mormon religion were
brought out at the examination.ʺ
–

May 12, 1887 issue: Page 1, column 3 (2¼ inches). ʺA Wave of Virtue.ʺ Bars and
news stands are now being closed on Sundays in Washington, and the district
attorney wants to enforce ʺthe Utah law here. This law, while intended to
suppress polygamy in Utah . . . can be enforced in all the territories of the United
States and the District of Columbia.ʺ
:: Page 2, column 1 (4¾ inches). Editorial, primarily quoting from the Salt Lake
Tribune, states that the Utah Commission is not earning its salary, and is ʺa
lamentable failure.ʺ
:: Page 4, col. 3 (7 inches). Editorial, taken primarily from the Salt Lake Tribune,
praises Utahʹs efforts to attract business. It is a model that should be emulated
by other territories.

–

August 18, 1887 issue: Page 7, col. 4 (16 inches): Report datelined Salt Lake City,
August 11, describes the firing‐squad execution of a murderer: ʺHOPT DIES
GAME. The Utah Murderer Takes his Medicine as if he Liked it. Smoking a
Cigar, he Poses as if to Have his Picture Taken, While A Stream of Cold Lead
From the Rifleʹs Muzzle is Sent Through his Heart.ʺ Much other lurid Wyoming
news, including warnings to be prepared to fight ʺColorowʹs Utes.ʺ

–

September 29, 1887 issue: Page 1, col. 6 (5½ inches). ʺA Mormon Scheme,ʺ
datelined Washington, September 27, claims that the Mormon lobby in
Washington plans to compensate prostitutes who will seduce influential and
respectable men there, to be prosecuted under ʺthe fornication clause.ʺ The idea
is to get the Edmunds Tucker law reversed. Some words unreadable due to old
paper repair.
:: Page 3, cols. 1‐2, ʺUtah Commissioners.ʺ

–

October 20, 1887 issue: Page 1, col. 4 (5½ inches). ʺOpposed to Statehood,ʺ
datelined Salt Lake, October 18, reports discreet sentiments of ʺJudge Zaneʺ in
favor of the Edmunds‐Tucker bill. ʺHe thinks additional legislation would assist
in the process of breaking up the old and bad order of things here . . .ʺ
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:: Page 4 (editorial page), col. 3 (10½ inches). Quotes at length from Utah
Gov. Caleb W. Westʹs comments, wary of statehood for Utah, in his report to the
Secretary of the Interior. He does not want to see Congress lose the power it has
had in Utah to promote ʺthe moral sense of the Country and christian
civilization.ʺ
–

October 27, 1887 issue: Page 3, columns. 1‐2: ʺPLUCKY PACHE. The Wyoming
Detective Corrals a Couple of Desperadoes in Utah. A Remarkable Record of
Wholesale Horse‐Stealing in Two Territories. A Red‐Handed Double Murderer
from New Mexico—A Shrewd Ruse Saves a Battle.ʺ
:: Page 7, cols. 2‐3 (13½ inches). Two articles discuss the Mormon Church being
put into receivership, the Church defender, etc. These are datelined Salt Lake
City, October 20 and 21.

–

January 12, 1888 issue: Short blurb on page 4, col. 3, ʺEX‐GOVERNOR MURRAY
thinks that the gentiles in Utah ʹhave more cause for complaint against congress
than the thirteen colonies had against the British parliament in 1776. . . .ʹʺ

If the Mormons say, ʺBehold he is in the desert,ʺ at Salt Lake city, ʺgo not forth,ʺ . . .
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[WHITE, James (1821‐1881; md. Ellen G. WHITE)] The SIGNS OF THE TIMES,
Showing that the SECOND COMING OF CHRIST is at the Doors.
SPIRITUALISM a Foretold Sign that the Day of Godʹs Wrath Hasteth Greatly.
Battle Creek, Mich.: Steam Press of the Review and Herald Office, 1859.
15.4 cm. 128 pp. Collated COMPLETE. Original printed tan wrappers with typo‐
graphic borders (ads on back wrapper). Wrappers worn but without loss
of much paper or any printing; foxing, particularly to outer leaves. Still, a tight
and complete copy of a very scarce and ardent piece. Early light pencil
ownership inscription on front wrapper of ʺF. E. B(us)hʺ from my own
community of Lafayette, New York; obtained from a descendant and never
offered previously on the market.
$1,500
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NOT

FLAKE; RARE. OCLC locates only
TWO COPIES, both at Adventist institutions:
Andrews University (Berrien Springs,
Michigan; originally Battle Creek College)
and Loma Linda University in California.
The copy kept in the vault at Andrews is
seen online in much worse condition than
my copy now offered here.
IN

Originally published in Rochester, New
York in 1853 (120 pp.), but without the
Mormon content; published for the third
and final time in Battle Creek in 1862 (95
pp.); much shorter versions also appeared.
Warning about modern delusions, particu‐
larly Spiritualism. Like Joseph Smith, this
leading Adventist figure (and husband of
the legendary Ellen G. White) took great
interest in Matthew, chapter 24. Smithʹs ʺtranslationʺ of that chapter constitutes
Joseph Smith—Matthew in the Pearl of Great Price. In the book at hand, White
analyzes the same chapter extensively. All editions of this book appear to be rare
and this is the only one (so far as I can discover after careful searching) to include
the following brief but pointed aspersion against Latter‐day Saints, pointing
Jesusʹ warning at the Mormons themselves . . .
Verses 25, 26. ʺBehold, I have told you before. Wherefore, if they shall say
unto you, Behold, he is in the desert, go not forth; behold, he is in the secret
chambers, believe it not.ʺ Our Lord is here dwelling upon what he had just
before told them. His subject is still the teachings of those who say, ʺLo, here is
Christ!ʺ ʺLo, he is there!ʺ If the Mormons say, ʺBehold he is in the desert,ʺ at Salt
Lake city, ʺgo not forth,ʺ yet many of their disciples have gone. Or, if you hear
proclaimed from the lips of the professed minister of Jesus, ʺBehold, he is in the
secret chamber,ʺ Christʹs second coming is spiritual, at death, or at conversion,
believe it not. . . . [p. 37]

For in‐depth discussion of White (with portrait, but apparently unaware of the
book here at hand), see Le Roy Edwin Froom, The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers;
The Historical Development of Prophetic Interpretation . . . Volume IV (Washington,
D.C.: Review and Herald, 1954), pp. 1056‐1069; 1269 (bibliography).
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Q: He disappeared right out of the back of the car?
A: Yeah, just vanished [p. 25]

50

WILSON, William A. ʺMormon Legends of the Three Nephites Collected at
Indiana University.ʺ ARTICLE in INDIANA FOLKLORE: Journal of the Hoosier
Folklore Society, [Bloomington, Indiana], Volume II, Number 1, 1969.
23 cm. 132 pp. (complete issue). Orig. wrappers printed in blue and black. Very
good.
$40
Wilsonʹs entertaining article occupies pages [3]‐35. Of more than thirty‐five titles
by this beloved Mormon folklorist listed in Studies in Mormon History, this article
is by far the earliest. It includes carefully‐categorized anecdotes with sober
commentary and an annotated list of the people who shared these stories.
A striking Book of Mormon account of three ancient American apostles ‐ asking
Christ to make them immortal in the flesh like John ‐ led eventually to modern‐
day sightings of the mysterious Three Nephites showing up to remedy diverse,
sometimes mundane difficulties in Utah and elsewhere ‐ at conceivable expense
to higher evangelical duties. For background, see Hector Lee, The Three Nephites;
The Substance and Significance of the Legend in Folklore. University of New Mexico
Publications in Language and Literature, Number Two (Albuquerque: Univ. of
New Mexico Press, 1949).
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